
The Third Sunday of Easter

Holy Eucharist
April 18, 2021 10:30 am

WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Our mission is to be a community of Christian worship, well-being and service.
We will be worshiping outside as weather permits.

We hope you will experience God’s own welcome in this place and through
our online ministry. Worship and join us online at www.smcportsmouth.org or

find us on Facebook @smcportsmouth.



Notes about outdoor worship at St. Mary’s
We are glad you are here today!  If you are outside your car, please wear a mask and
maintain a distance of 6 feet between you and anyone outside your family. 
Should you require special assistance today, you will see various team members in blue
vests who are glad to assist. 

● Restrooms are available downstairs in the Parish House. 
For Worship from your car: 

● Please turn your radio to 88.7
● We ask that you remain in the car to maintain social distancing. 
● Holy Communion will be brought to you. Please keep a mask on and wait until

the minister is 6 feet away before consuming the sacrament.
For Worship on the Lawn: 

● A greeter will welcome you. Please remain in your circle until invited to come
forward for Holy Communion. Keep 6’ for social distancing as you walk and
wait in line. Keep your mask on to receive and wait to return to your seat before
consuming the sacrament.

For Worship from the Reserved Seating: (For those who need extra care and space.)
● Get on the list and we will save you a seat each week. Contact

srwarden@smcportsmouth.org. Or you can find someone with a blue vest and
they will get you a seat.

● Holy Communion will be brought to you. Please keep a mask on and wait until
the minister is 6 feet away before consuming the sacrament.

For information and announcements please go to our website: smcportsmouth.org, and
read our weekly eNews, which arrives on Saturdays.

mailto:srwarden@smcportsmouth.org


Covenant for Regathering

I promise, to the best of my ability with God’s help, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of
Rhode Island and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Portsmouth, for participation in church as we
regather during the COVID-19 pandemic.

 In fulfillment of the Baptismal Covenant (BCP p. 304-305), I will strive to:

Love my neighbor as myself, I will…

▪ Wear a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in church buildings, except
momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead worship by an assigned speaking part, and follow
public health guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting.

▪ Only attend worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or any other
transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another person also attending.

▪ Abstain from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my own health status.

Respect the dignity of every human being, I will...

 ▪ Make no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own household. ▪ Maintain
a six foot or more distance from other members of the congregation.

▪ Respect any requests for distance, masking, cleaning, and disinfecting to ensure the safety and
comfort level of others.

Seek and serve Christ in all people…

▪ Support the decisions of my diocesan and congregational leaders.

▪ Stay connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat, mail, or other means

This is our expectation for all those who wish to worship with us in person. By participating in
our worship, you assume responsibility for following the above.



Gathering

Welcome and Announcements
All may stand at the ringing of the church bell.

Processional Hymn: O sons and daughters, let us sing! Hymnal 1982 #203



Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant       Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People            The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia

Song of Praise:  Pascha nostrum WLP#880





The Word of God

Collect of the Day
Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of
bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming
work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

The People may be seated.

First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence
of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the
presence of all of you.

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his
Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out.”

Reader   The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4 spoken by all
Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

"You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
and run after false gods?"



Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.

Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
Offer the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the Lord.
Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" *

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord.
You have put gladness in my heart, *
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.
I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as
he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just
as he is righteous.

Reader             The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

All may stand for the Gospel Procession



Gospel Procession: Alleluia No. 1                                                              Hymnal 1982 #178



Holy Gospel:   Luke 24:36b-48
Gospeller       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said
to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at
my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.

Gospeller   The Gospel of the Lord.               
People             Praise to you, Lord Christ

Sermon   The Rev. Meaghan Brower

All may stand for the Nicene Creed.
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Celebrant

Filled with joy on this feast day, let us offer prayers to God who brings peace and new
life.

Leader

For the holy catholic church throughout the world, and for our church in particular as
we rediscover the death and resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Nicholas our Bishop, for priests, deacons and all who
minister in Christ. For all the holy people of God.

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families, remembering especially those who
are experiencing strife, division and conflict.

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For justice, mercy, and peace in all the world.

Pause



We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For all who are sick, suffering or in any kind of need, especially Priscilla, Judith,
Marilyn,  Brian, Sarah, Connie, Michael, Fran, Beverly, Michelle, Mary, Kathy, and Bev,
Fran, Kara, Paul, Marcos.

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For the dying and the dead, especially Sarah Gibbs, our founder, and for those who
have died from Covid – 19, for those who are keeping vigil and mourning and for those
we remember aloud.

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

For our families, friends, and companions, in thanksgiving for this church community
and for all those we love and name aloud:

Pause

We pray,
Glory and praise to You, O living God.

Remembering our most glorious and blessed Virgin Mary, St. George and all the saints,
let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.

Celebrant

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for the victory over death of your Son Jesus Christ.
Hear the prayers we offer this holy day, and grant that we who have received new life
in baptism may live for ever in the joy of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Song at the Offering: Our God is Here Muglia



The Holy Communion

If you would like to make an offering, please place it in one of the  blue buckets.

The people may stand for the Eucharistic Prayer.

Eucharistic Prayer

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The celebrant continues…

…Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus and Benedictus: Holy from the “Mass of St. Ann” Bolduc
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.



The celebrant continues…

Celebrant Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his glory;

The celebrant continues…

…By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant   And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.       

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction: Lamb of God from the “Mass of St. Ann” Bolduc
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.



Communion Music: Miracle of Grace Stephan



Prayer after Communion

Celebrant Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord Amen.

The Blessing and Dismissal

Celebrant God, who through the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ has given us the
victory, give you joy and peace in your faith; and the blessing  of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia,
Alleluia, alleluia.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia



Closing Song: Christ is alive! Let Christians sing Hymnal 1982 #182



Celebrating Families on Mother’s Day

The Social Issues & Service Committee is collaborating with the St. Mary’s Knitters

to celebrate new mothers and families on Mother’s Day 5/9/21.  Understanding the

struggles of young families during the past year, we have identified several social

service agencies on Aquidneck Island including: Lucy’s Hearth, Child & Family

Services of Newport County, Baby Steps & Head Start to receive Baby Welcome

Baskets for identified clients in need.  The baskets will include beautiful handmade

items from our knitters along with baby necessities and a laminated prayer for

families.  We are hoping that the generous members of St. Mary’s will help us to fill

these baskets with diapers, wipes, etc.  All items are due by 5/2/21 in order for the

baskets to be assembled and blessed on Mother’s Day. You may drop off your items

on Sunday mornings as you enter for worship or bring them to Karen Laroche at the

Parish House on Tuesday 4/27 – Thursday 4/29.  Please contact

lynncarlson@gmail.com with any questions and how to use  SignUp Genius  if you

are able to help.
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