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Birthdays are a time for 
celebration, where one 
uses the present to reflect 
on lessons from the past 
and the potential of the 
future. On September 
17 the Arts Alliance 
celebrates its 34th year 
and with each year the 
organization continues to 
grow as the “umbrella” 

organization for the arts community in Charles County. 
Regular programs may have decreased slightly this past fiscal year due to 
the pandemic, but grants to schools and nonprofit organizations continue 
to grow, reaching almost $950,000 in funded grants since the program’s 
inception. After canceling last year’s festival, Artsfest 2021 is set to be 
held October 16 and a host of new virtual and in-person programs and 
partnerships are being planned to continue the Arts Alliance’s mission 
to stimulate and promote the creative spirit of Charles County. 
As the Arts Alliance looks ahead, it also wants to know the needs of 
the Charles County community. Don’t miss your chance to make your 
voice heard in the upcoming Charles County Arts survey, to be released 
later this month. Stay connected to our social media platforms for more 
information.
The Arts Alliance is grateful to the Maryland State Arts Council, the 
Charles County Charitable Trust, and the Charles County Commissioners 
(Department of Recreation, Parks, and Tourism) for their financial 
support. We also appreciate our members who give their time and 
money to ensure the county is rich in all the arts: literary, visual, and 
performing. We look forward to continuing to provide opportunities for 
growth, enjoyment, and well-being through the arts in Charles County, 
virtually and in-person. 

http://www.charlescountyarts.org
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=31TKM2TGVJ5C8&M=urn:rtn:msg:2018071617020611b18a12159944be9ca23e797090p0na&R=2YB72PV41RDGM&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-1533708%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=U99TVP8QUORVVS8FB6VT43YJ2SGA&ref_=pe_1723670_203812010
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_52-1533708_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=52-1533708&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_52-1533708_cl
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Dear Members and Friends,

The last several weeks have been very unsettling as we have dealt with 
the rise of the Covid-19 variant, the withdrawal of our troops from 
Afghanistan and hurricane Ida. We can only hope that the onset of 
Fall will bring some normalcy and calm to our country and our region.
Events that are coming up very soon are the Charles County Fair 
(September 16 thru 19), at which once again the CCAA will be setting 
up and monitoring the PD Brown Building visual art exhibit and 
sponsoring our own Queen Nicotiana candidate. After the Fair, we are 
helping to sponsor the Rotary Club of Charles County Lobster Festival 
on September 26th, and the next activity up for us is the CCAA 2021 
ArtsFest on October 16 at the La Plata Town Hall.
Additional possibilities to participate in the arts as part of our Theater 
Education Program are “Writing for the Stage” led by Bowie State’s 
Bob Bartlett (September 25), and our actors workshop led by local 
actor and Director Suzanne Donahue (starting on September 29). For 
more complete information consult our weekly Newsflash.

Also, during this timeframe we are accepting Community Arts Development Grant applications (totaling 
up to $60,000) through October 15 from local Arts and Non-profit organizations who are planning and 
presenting events and programs during FY 2022. 

Have an enriching September.

Robert
Robert K. Rausch
President, Charles County Arts Alliance

Call for Volunteers
Volunteers are still needed to help out at the P. D. Brown Art Exhibit at this year's Charles County 

Fair September 15 thru September 19. To sign up, call the Arts Alliance at (301) 392-5900 or contact 
the CCAA Administrative Specialist at ccaaoffice2@gmail.com. 

President’s Letter

mailto:ccaaoffice2%40gmail.com?subject=County%20Fair%20Volunteer
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ArtsFest 2021 is Coming 
October 16, 2021, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm

La Plata Town Hall

Vendor Registration forms are available at charlescountyarts.org/program/artsfest. Register before 
September 17 to enjoy a discounted rate! Registration closes October 8. 

For more information, call the CCAA office at 301-392-5900 during normal business hours, or send an 
email to info@charlescountyarts.org. 

Deadline to Apply is 
October 15, 2021

Grants offered this year are: 
Community Arts Development (CAD) grants for nonprofit organizations, General Operating and 

Special Project
Arts in Education (AIE) grants for Charles County private schools. 

Applications can be downloaded at https://www.charlescountyarts.org/program/grants/
For more information, contact the CCAA office at 301-392-5900 or info@charlescountyarts.org. 

CCAA News

https://www.charlescountyarts.org/program/artsfest/
mailto:info%40charlescountyarts.org?subject=ArtsFest%202021
mailto:info%40charlescountyarts.org?subject=CAD%20Grants
https://www.charlescountyarts.org/program/artsfest/
https://www.charlescountyarts.org/program/grants/
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Southern Maryland Banjo Project
Banjo Jams 

After a successful virtual program in the spring, the Southern Maryland Banjo Project returns with in-
person Banjo Jam sessions held throughout the county. Banjo Jams are a public jam session featuring a 
guest facilitator from the community. Participation is free and open to all. Not a musician? Spectators are 
also welcome to stop by and listen to the tunes. The facilitator leading the jam session will also educate 
participants and spectators regarding topics as outlined in the Southern Maryland Banjo Projects’ 
Statement of Purpose listed below.  

A “soft-opening” of the first jam was held Saturday, August 21, 2021, at the La Plata Farmers Market. Nine 
musicians participated and over 80 adults and children were engaged. The next jam is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 25 during the Town of Indian Head’s 101st Anniversary Celebration at the Indian 
Head Village Green. Follow us on social media to learn more. 

The southern Maryland Banjo Project aims to facilitate the promotion of the modern American banjo's 
Southern Maryland roots and its historical inclusion in the banjo's tradition and performance on the world 
stage. The project's main goals are to educate, bring awareness and visibility, and support programming 
and the commemoration of the American banjo’s West African roots and its connection to southern 
Maryland. For more information, call (301) 392-5900 or send an email to info@charlescountyarts.org. 

CCAA News

mailto:info%40charlescountyarts.org?subject=Banjo%20Jams
https://www.charlescountyarts.org/ccaa-presents-banjo-jams-pop-up-old-time-jam-sessions/
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Theater Training Program
The Charles County Arts Alliance presents a new Theater Training Program led by local and nationally 
renowned facilitators. Beginning this month training opportunities include Playwriting Workshops and 
Acting Classes and next year a Directors Master Class will be held. Read below to learn more about this 
month's classes and learn how to register. 

Writing for the Stage will be held at the 
Dorothy L. Harper United Way House

Conference Room
10250 La Plata Road

La Plata, MD 
$100 for 4 Sessions

Click HERE to Register
continued to the next page

CCAA News

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/writing-for-the-stage-with-bob-bartlett-registration-166083820177?fbclid=IwAR1uYIWXobeJGDCxaiaboORAYmhLJHFw1bPpPYvgQXAR7dAHI2ynxPLXCXo
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/writing-for-the-stage-with-bob-bartlett-registration-166083820177?fbclid=IwAR1uYIWXobeJGDCxaiaboORAYmhLJHFw1bPpPYvgQXAR7dAHI2ynxPLXCXo
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Theater Training Program (con't)

Acting for the Stage will be held at the 
Blackbox Theater - Indian Head Center for the Arts

4185 Indian Head Highway
Indian Head, MD 

$100 for 8 Sessions
Click HERE to Register 

For more information about the Theater Training Program, call the Arts Alliance office at (301) 392-5900 
or email info@charlescountyarts.org.  

CCAA News

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acting-for-the-stage-with-suzanne-donohue-tickets-166530708833?fbclid=IwAR0_OajY36H6fJtCTyoarAguknE3jVYr0XUeEzcxL91icujVfgEZ9OaqLAM
mailto:info%40charlescountyarts.org?subject=Theater%20Training%20Program
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/acting-for-the-stage-with-suzanne-donohue-tickets-166530708833?fbclid=IwAR0_OajY36H6fJtCTyoarAguknE3jVYr0XUeEzcxL91icujVfgEZ9OaqLAM
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The Maryland State Arts Council and its collaborating partners regularly offer a variety 
of resources, programs, and funding opportunities. Listed below are a few highlights. 
Information is updated weekly in the CCAA's Arts Newsflash.
You can also view the Maryland State Art Council's September Newsletter and visit 
www.msac.org. 

Opportunity Description Date/Deadline More Infomation

MSAC Programs Learn how MSAC 
Programs Advance the 
Arts in Maryland

Ongoing www.msac.org/
programs

MSAC Professional 
Development

Free Online 
Professional 
Development

Ongoing https://www.
eventbrite.com/o/
maryland-state-arts-
council-17190128438

Register today for the 2021 Virtual Regional Arts Summit!

Join MSAC on Thursday, September 23rd from 
12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. to kick off the 2021 Virtual 
Regional Arts Summit! At the kickoff, artists 
and arts organizations can convene with MSAC 
staff and arts professionals through sessions on 
reimagining your organization, presentations 
from our collaborators, and arts discipline-
specific artmaking. Following the kickoff, there 
will be an Aesthetic Perspectives Salon Series that 
will highlight organizations across six regions of 
Maryland and the ways they are implementing the 
aesthetic perspectives framework.

STATE News

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Arts-News-from-Around-the-State-.html?soid=1102292281906&aid=qdCz6tI1E3I
https://www.msac.org/
http://www.animatingdemocracy.org/aesthetic-perspectives
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Platinum Circle 
Diane Rausch 
Robert K. Rausch 

Corporate 
Community Bank of the Chesapeake

Gold Circle 
Ron & Marti Brown  
Andy & Jessica Dixon  
Bert & Emily Ferren  
Chris & Kate Zabriskie

Silver Circle 
Roy & Kathy Jenkins  
Gale Kladitis  
Stephen & Linda Dent Mitchell

Arts Patron
Edward L. Sanders Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 

Arts Sponsor
Amy Blessinger 
Alan & Brenda Canter  
Century 21 New Millennium 
Realtors 
Gina & George Durgin  
Keith Linville 
Henry McPherson 
Nancy Owens 
Don & Dianne Shisler  

Arts Activist
Denise Bauman 
Cynthia & Zeke Johnson 
Robert Medley 

Family 
Burkey & Margaret Boggs  
Suzanne & William Cassidy 
Richard & Margery Coppola 
Ellen Flowers-Fields
Richard and Penny Gold
Sally Goldsmith 
Susannah & David Lynch   
Roy M. Maier & Jimmie Roberts 
John & Mary Lou Rutherford  
John & Lucy Snell
Joshua and Mary Whitmore 

Individual 
Paige Ackelson 
Debora Almassy  
Dr. Theresa Alo 
Donna Bailey 
Monika Faust Barilla 
David Boarman, II 

Brent Bovell 
Justin Bowie 
Kim Bowie–Hendricks 
Destiny Br own 
Nicole Brown 
Johnathon Clinkscales 
Finn Coy-Gresgraves 
Melissa H atcher 
Barbara H ufford 
Rebecca L. Hutchinson 
Linda Jones 
Dianne E. L yon 
Ivette Marcucci 
Vicki L . Marckel 
Julie A. Meisel 
Sandi Middleton 
Nina Newton 
Nadira Nunez 
Donna P yles-Robinson 
Nola Sn olomon 
Frannie Ann Stoltzfus  
Beverly T aylor 
Monique Walker 
Kristy Wells 

Non–Profit Organization
African American Heritage Society 
of Charles County
Charles Couny Fair, Inc.
Charles County Public Library 
Chesapeake Choral Arts Society 
Friends of Chapman State Park 
Ivy and Pearls of Southern Maryland 
Community  Charities
Lew & Karen McIntyre, Authors
Life Journeys Writers' Guild
Maryland Writers' Association - Charles 
 County Chapter
Mattawoman Creek Art Center
Music Teachers Association of Charles 
County, Inc.
National Association of American African  

Dance Teachers
Neighborhood Creative Arts Center
Port Tobacco Players
Southern Maryland Carousel Group
Southern Maryland Decorative Painters
Upward Thrive Academy, Inc.

Senior
Norma Baretincic 
Cindi Barnhart 
Susie Bender 
Judy Burch 
Rose Burroughs
Carol Y. Charnock 
Martha Knight Clements 
Carol Corbett 

Dorothy Crown 
M. Evelyn Dashiell
Holly Dilatush
Cecelia Dunay
Patricia Duncan 
Nora Eicholtz 
Darlene Exum 
Donald Faust 
Geary Fisher 
Gwendolyn A. Fleming 
Joselle Gilpin 
Sally Marie Goldsmith  
Barbara Lord Graves  
Joyce Williams Graves
William M. Graves  
Doris J. Hall 
Gary Hammack 
Patricia P. Harrington   
Carl Harris 
Renée Jefferson–Copeland  
Mary Ann Jenkins 
Gordon Ray Johnson  
Robert Kyle 
Carl Lancaster 
Addison Likins 
Beverlie J. Ludy
Mary Mangino  
Janice McConnell 
Karen McIntyre 
Lew McIntyre 
Henry McPherson 
Constance E. Moore  
Chuck Morse 
Margaret S. Neal  
Janet Norton 
Marie C. Parham 
Shirley A. Perez  
Sandy Rohde 
Frank Roth
Buddy Scott 
Kathryn Simkins 
Dorothea H. Smith 
Roger E. Smith 
Jill Smithson 
Evans Thorne 
Paul Toscano 
Carmella Watkins 
Chancy Wood  
Sandra Wood 

Youth
Sky Ann Hall 
Jaden Hendricks
Joshua Owen

 Thanks CCAA Members for Your Support!



Name (exactly as you want it to appear in print):

Organization/Business (if applicable): 

Address: 

City:       State: Zip:

Phone:

E–mail

Want to volunteer? We'd love the help!

 Renewal  New Member

 ArtsFest Committee

 Budget/Finance/Audit Committee

 Scholarship Committee

 Events Committee

 Gallery Committee 

 Grant Committee

 Membership Committee

 Outreach/Marketing Committee

 Administrative/Office Work

 Technical/IT Support

Charles County Arts Alliance
P.O. Box 697, White Plains, MD 20695

www.charlescountyarts.org / 301–392–5900
info@charlescountyarts.org

Membership Categories (check one):

□ Platinum Circle – $500

□ Gold Circle – $300

□ Silver Circle – $200

□ Arts Patron – $150

□ Arts Sponsor – $125

□ Arts Activist – $80

□ Family – $50

□ Individual – $30

□ Senior (60+) – $20

□ Youth (under 18) – $10

Business & Nonprofit:

□ Corporate – $500

□ Business – $250

□ Nonprofit Organization – $75

□ Other (Donations) ___________
 □

The CCAA is an IRS 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
charitable organization.  

All membership dues and donations are 
100 percent tax–deductible.

The mission of the Charles County Arts Alliance 
is to stimulate, promote, encourage and provide 
recognition of the arts  and the creative spirit in 

Charles County, MD.  

CCAA Membership Form 
Show Your Support for the Arts by 

Joining the CCAA!
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The benefits of CCAA membership last year–round:
• CCAA Arts Insider monthly E–newsletter
• CCAA Arts Newsflash weekly E–update of arts events
• $1 discount for each ticket purchased for Port Tobacco Players theatrical productions
• CCAA voting privileges
• And most importantly, the satisfaction that comes from actively supporting the arts in 

Charles  County!
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Master Calendar FY 2022
2021

Note:  Dates and times may be subject to change.

Saturday, July 17, 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
CCAA Summer Retreat
Charles County Fairgrounds, Building A, La Plata

Saturday, August 14, 10:00 am – Noon
CCAA Board Meeting
Virtual Meeting - Zoom Platform

Saturday, September 11, 10:00 am – Noon
CCAA Board Meeting
TBD

Thursday - Sunday, September 16 - 19
Charles County Fair, P.D. Brown Fine Arts Building
Charles County Fairgrounds, La Plata

Saturday, September 25, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Playwriting Workshop, #1
United Way House, La Plata

Wednesday, September 29, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #1
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Wednesday, October 6, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #2
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Saturday, October 9, 10:00 am – Noon
CCAA Board Meeting
Virtual Meeting - Zoom Platform

Wednesday, October 13, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #3
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Saturday, October 16, 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
ArtsFest 2021
La Plata Town Hall, La Plata

Wednesday, October 20, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #4
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Wednesday, October 27, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #5
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Wednesday, November 3, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Acting Classes, #6
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Saturday, November 13, 10:00 am – Noon
CCAA Board Meeting
TBD

Saturday, November 20, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Playwriting Workshop, #2
United Way House, La Plata

Saturday, December 11, 10:00 am – Noon
CCAA Board Meeting
Virtual Meeting - Zoom Platform

Saturday, January 22, 10:00 am
CCAA Winter Retreat
TBD

February, TBD
Maryland Arts Day
TBD

Saturday, February 12, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Playwriting Workshop, #3
United Way House, La Plata

Saturday, April 2, 11:00 am – 2:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Playwriting Workshop, #4
United Way House, La Plata

Saturday, April 23, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Directors Workshop 
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

Sunday, April 24, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
CCAA Theater Training Program - Directors Workshop 
Black Box Theater, Indian Head

2022

2021 (con't)
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White Plains, MD 20695

Arts Insider
Board of Directors
Robert K. Rausch – President
Cindy Johnson – Vice President
Ronald G. Brown – Secretary/Treasurer
Gale S. Kladitis – Past President
Johnathon Clinkscales – Director
Joselle Gilpin – Director
Barbara Lord Graves – Director
Bill Graves – Director
Keith Linville – Director
Lew McIntyre – Director
Robert Medley – Director
Diane Rausch – Director
Cindi Barnhart – Honorary Board Member 
Monique Walker – Administrative Director
Mary Whitmore – Administrative Specialist
www.charlescountyarts.org
info@charlescountyarts.org 301–392–5900
Office Hours:  9:00 am – 2:00 pm, Monday – Friday 
Street Address: 10250 La Plata Road, La Plata, MD 20646 

CLICK BELOW TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK
TWITTER

INSTAGRAM
 YOUTUBE
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https://www.charlescountymd.gov/
http://www.charlescountyarts.org
mailto:info@charlescountyarts.org
https://www.explorecharlescounty.com/
https://www.msac.org/
https://www.charlesnonprofits.org/
https://www.facebook.com/charlescountyartsmd
http://www.twitter.com/CharlesCoArts
https://www.instagram.com/charlescountyartsmd
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVmUnrbh1q9kL4-weULCzcg?view_as=subscriber 



