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President’s Corner by Cathy Wright

Hello San Diego Members! I hope you are having a great
summer, staying cool and enjoying all the golf events you can!
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About a year ago, we were getting used to and incorporating
our new name “LPGA Amateur Golf Association”. We now are
enjoying the name and having a good time (hopefully!) talking
to other golfers and prospective members about the benefits of
belonging to this large but locally run organization. “Large” in
that we have the expertise of the LPGA Foundation behind us,
focusing on marketing our great name, giving us some
additional benefits (one thing they did this year was to eliminate
the $50 national fee to participate in the Local Championship
Qualifier, which made our local event much more affordable);
and “Local” because our local board and committees continue
to run our Chapter, organizing 2-3 diverse and very fun events
per month.
continued on page 2
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President’s Corner (continued from page 1)
As a reminder, here are some of the newer benefits available through the resources of the
LPGA. If you haven’t already, consider taking advantage of:
•

LPGA Women’s Network

•

18Birdies, a mobile and social platform aimed at enhancing the golfing experience of its
users. It offers GPS, stat tracking and more. 18Birdies is offering all members a free 3month Premium Membership.

•

#InviteHer Check out this program for a variety of resources for the new, returning and
experienced golfer – get great tips, LPGA pro instructors in our area, and much more.

•

Member Perks – a variety of discounted travel, apparel and accessories. For example,
SParms, the well-known maker of sun protection sleeves and shrugs, offers a 30% discount and free shipping to us!

•

LPGA Amateurs merchandise – a huge variety available.

•

Free entry to most LPGA events for the member and a guest.

And as usual, we have some exciting events coming up, so see the latest calendar. Some
are team events, so you’ll want to line up your team!

Free Round at Troon for a Hole-in-One
The LPGA Amateur Golf Association has
partnered with Troon to reward golfers who
make a hole in one. Any golfer playing in an
LPGA Amateur Golf Association Chapter or
National sanctioned golf event (league,
outing, competition etc.) who makes a hole in one will receive a complimentary foursome
golf certificate (with carts) to a Troon managed golf club (terms and conditions apply).
If you make a hole in one, simply fill out your information here - HIO form. Once all the
information is verified with the LPGA Amateur Golf Association, Troon will mail the
certificate to the address you provide.
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Recap: Sectional Championship Qualifier
On June 15th, our chapter was well-represented at the
Southern California / Desert Southwest Sectional
Championship Qualifier at Singing Hills. This is the
regional-level tournament of the LPGA Amateurs
Championship, where players compete for a trip to the Finals.
Congratulations to Dorothea Sledge for taking 1st Low Net in
the Championship Flight, and Suzanne LaTour for 1st Low
Gross in the First Flight (with an impressive 2 hole playoff
win!). Both players have qualified for the national-level Finals, which will be held October 11
and 12 at Mission Hills Golf Resort in Rancho Mirage, CA.
Congrats to all of our San Diego players who participated in the Sectional Qualifier. Here are
the results:
Scramble Team Division (13 teams total)
5th place— Ashley Riggs-Zeigen, Pam Pongratz, Jackie Glynn, Susan Crawford
8th place — Cathy Wright, Denise Nelesen, Pat Lafser, Mindy Sam-Davis
Championship Flight
Dorothea Sledge—1st Low Net
Michelle Natalier—5th place
First Flight
Suzanne LaTour — 1st Low Gross
Jen Levin — 5th place
Second Flight
Lois Spence—3rd Low Net
Marie Horn—5th place
Vida Vela—7th place
Third Flight
Michelle Schmidt—3rd Low Net
Marisa Farpon—5th place
Fourth Flight
Gina Randolph—2nd Low Gross
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Volunteer Spotlight: Karen Bridges
Karen Bridges has been a member since
October 2018. She is one of the most active
members of our chapter attending just about every
event when she is in town. She played on our Cal
Cup team when we went to Sacramento to play
Haggin Oaks in early May. Karen has also spent a
lot of time this summer in Tahoe with family and
friends. Karen recently volunteered to become
more involved with our chapter and was appointed
as Board Secretary. Thank you, Karen!

1. What got you into golf and when?
Around 1995 I was working at KPMG and got into
golf with some other associates. We really just
hacked. But when I moved to Florida, I took a 2day John Jacobs Golf Session and was hooked.
2. How did you find us (LPGA Amateur Golf
Association - San Diego)?

ended up on my feet with club in hand. The two
guys got out of their golf cart and were giving me a
standing ovation. I think I almost peed my pants
laughing. My sister was also laughing sooooo hard.
Very funny and stupid moment.

When I moved to SD, I decided I wanted to golf a
lot more and started looking into the LPGA
Amateur group, but the name sounded so
intimidating to me because I hadn’t played in a long 4. Where would you like to play if you could
time. However, Lisa Schmidt invited me to play and play anywhere?
I met so many wonderful people that it was a slam
I would love to play Pinehurst, anywhere in
dunk to join.
Ireland, Pebble … there’s so many. Bandon. The
3. Do you have an interesting or funny golf
list could go on.
story?
5. What do you do when you aren’t playing
A funny story: My sister and I were golfing
golf?
Cottonwood and got paired up with these 2 guys.
I’m watching golf! Just kidding. But I do! I also
One of the guys wore black socks, no shoes, just
enjoy bike riding, working out and getting together
socks to play. And the most used club in his bag
with friends.
was his putter. He putted from everywhere. He
actually did pretty well. They were both super
friendly and very funny.
Anyway, I had this approach shot lie behind a tree.
But I saw a glimmer of a hole I took out my 9 iron
to put it through the hole. I took a mighty swing,
missed the ball completely and was totally falling
backwards because I was afraid the ball would
bang off the tree and hit me in the head. So, I did
this falling backwards volleyball tuck and roll and

6. Tell us about your volunteer experiences
with LPGA Amateurs.
Since becoming a member and playing in as many
events as possible, I would like to give back and
help out in any way. I’m interested in helping with
events and just recently been asked to be assistant
to the President and help with taking minutes at the
board meetings. It’s nice to be involved. And a
great way to get to know people even better.
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2019 Events Calendar
Date

Course

Approx.
start time

Notes

Event
Captain

August
Encinitas Ranch–
register

1:00pm
shotgun

Sunday, September 8

Coronado

10:00am TT

Sunday, September 15

St. Marks Exec

pending

2 Person Scramble

Jacqui Todd

Sunday, September 22

Woods Valley

9:00am
shotgun

Pool Party at Loree’s

Pam Pongratz

September 28-29

LPGA Amateurs
Cup— Western
Qualifier (Sparks, NV)

TBD

Play 4 Pink with
Orange County

Chris & Sue

The Westin Mission
Hills-Rancho Mirage

Chris Shorkey

Survivor

Jacqui Todd

Cal Cup Qualifier

Beth Davidson

666 Devilish Duel

Melissa Bright

Saturday, August 24

Aloha Ball

Beth & Andy

September
Lisa Schmidt

October
Sunday, October 6

Aviara

October 11-12

Championship Finals

October 12 or 13

Lomas Santa Fe

Sunday, October 20

TBD

Sunday, October 27

Mt. Woodson

pending

8:00am
shotgun

November
Reunion Resort,
Orlando

Nov 2-3

Cup Finals

Sunday, November 3

Pala Mesa

November 10-11

Rancho Bernardo Inn
& Country Club of
Rancho Bernardo

Sunday, November 17

Steele Canyon

11am
shotgun

Sunday, December 8

Sycuan - Willow Glen

8:30am
shotgun

Sunday, December 15

Bonita Golf Club

10:00am TT

9:30am TT

Loree Burley
Cal Classic Scramble

Stacy Hayashi
& Beth
Davidson
Lois Spence

December
Holiday Party

OPEN
OPEN
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666 Devilish Duel Preview
Get ready for the 4th annual 666 Devilish Duel.
We are excited to continue with one of our most
popular events. We typically have 60 players, so
grab a partner and come see what the fun is all
about.
•

When: Sunday, October 27 with early morning
shotgun start

•

Location: Mt Woodson Golf Course

•

Format: 2 person teams playing: 6 holes of
best ball – 6 holes of scramble – 6 holes of
(devilish) alternate shot.

•

But wait, there is more: Lunch on the lawn –
Cash prizes – Ghoulish treats

Save the date and find a partner. If you need a partner, we’ll help with pairings too.
Stay tuned for more details this fall.

Save the Date for the Cal Classic Scramble Tourney
Dates: Sunday, November 10 and Monday, November 11, 2019
Venue: Rancho Bernardo Inn and Country Club of Rancho
Bernardo
Format: 2-day, 4-person Team Scramble
Team registration will open August 15th at 6:00pm. Maximum
of 30 teams, on first-come, first-serve basis.
The captain will register and pay for the team. Be prepared to
have the complete payment as well as player names, emails,
and GHIN/Handicap identification numbers.
Cost is $325 per player
Click Here any time for event details, then at 6:00pm on Thursday, August 15th to
register your team.
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Member Spotlight
Welcome to our new members! by Pat Lafser
ANNIVERSARIES

10 YEARS

Sonja Stevenson

The San Diego Chapter would like to welcome the following
members who have recently joined:
Katherine Hall
Beth Hope
Jessica Chung

Missie Jacobs

DID YOU BREAK

Michele Alcantara
Susan Hoffman

100, 90, or 80?

Sue Waters

Submit your golf story

Stacey Musso
Christina Fletcher (dual member with O.C.)
Gaye Thomson (dual member with O.C.)

Meet Some of Our New Members
Susan Hoffman plays golf regularly with the women’s golf group at
Encinitas Ranch GC. She has played since she was 8 years old. But
since retiring last year she has renewed her dedication to the sport.
She is looking forward to meeting fellow women golfers and having the
opportunity to play at different golf courses.
Beth Hope is a former professional athlete. World Champion, ITU, USA Triathlon. She is
a 2019 Callaway VIP sponsored athlete and 2019 USGA Champion Member. She is
training to establish handicap and go after one of two amateur slots for US Senior
Women’s Tour in 2020 or 2021. She is training to establish herself and gain Rankings.
Good Luck to you!!!
Jessica Chung was the winner from the LPGA Classic drawing that was held at the KIA
Classic this year. The prize was a round of golf which she played with us our Twin Oaks
event.
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Playing a Provisional Ball by Beth Davidson
There often comes a time when we get up on the teeing area and hit a
really wild shot. Maybe we see where it goes, maybe we don’t. But when
should you play a provisional ball?
Answer: You can ONLY play a provisional if you think your ball is
lost in out-of-bounds OR lost outside of a penalty area.
If you watch your ball fly into a penalty area, then you CANNOT take a
provisional. If you think there is a chance you can hit it in the penalty
area, DO NOT take a provisional. If you take a “provisional” in this
instance, it is not a real provisional, but instead immediately becomes your ball in play. Even
if you find your ball in the penalty and could physically hit it, you are not allowed to since you
put another ball in play.
What should you do if you know you hit it into a penalty area? You should drive up, look
for your ball, and if you find it: 1) you could hit it as it lies 2) you could take 2 club lengths
from the edge of the penalty area 3) you could take relief anywhere back-on-the-line or 4)
you can take stroke and distance going back to the original shot.
But what if the ball is lost? Now it really matters if you believe it went out of bounds, is lost
somewhere in play but not a penalty area, or is virtually certain to be in the penalty area. In
the first two circumstances your only option is to take stroke and distance, repeating the shot
from the last place. If it is virtually certain that it is in a penalty area, you proceed under the
options listed above.

LPGA Amateur Golf Association Mission
Think of LPGA Amateur Golf Association as a women’s golf organization that
transcends geographic boundaries. We bring women together to share their passion for golf! With
chapters in over 100 cities in the U.S. and internationally, LPGA Amateur Golf Association hosts
thousands of golf, social, and networking events annually as well as providing members with the
opportunity to participate in major National championships and events.
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Thanks to Our Sponsors
The generosity of our sponsors helps provide greens fee discounts,
prizes, and special events throughout the year. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them. Click on any of the logos to learn more
and see special deals for members from sponsors on
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Find photos on Flickr
Visit our website
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