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THE GRAND VALLEY’S 4-DAY OUTLOOK NATIONAL FORECAST AND TEMPERATURES

AREA FORECAST

COLORADO TEMPERATURES

  WEATHER Here’s what’s in store today High 90, Low 60 Afternoon clouds

Sunset today
7:20 p.m.

Sunrise
Friday
6:57 a.m.

Temperature
High 89 at 3:48 p.m.
Low 56 at 5:49 a.m.
Average high 82
Average low 53
Record high 94 in 1895
Record low 32 in 1903
High this date last year 88
Low this date last year 49

Precipitation
For the period ending at 5 p.m. 0.00 in.
Total this month 0.83 in.
Average month to date 0.58 in.
Total for year 5.02 in.
Average year to date 6.25 in.

Relative humidity
High 43% 
Low 9% 

Delta/Montrose
High 91, Low 51, partly cloudy

Rifle
High 87 Low 46, partly cloudy

Glenwood Springs
High 82, Low 52, partly cloudy

Grand Mesa
High 75, Low 48, partly cloudy

Southeastern Utah
High 92, Low 63, partly cloudy

Denver area
High 92, Low 54, partly cloudy

UV index: 7.5 (high)

Forecast High Low Precip UV
Alamosa 82 35 0% 7
Aspen 79 43 0% 6
Burlington 95 56 5% 6
Colorado Springs 91 52 7% 6
Cortez 69 44 0% 7
Craig 85 37 0% 6
Denver 91 53 7% 6
Denver Centennial 89 52 27% 6
Durango 84 42 0% 7
Eagle 83 41 0% 6
Fort Collins 92 51 7% 6
Greeley 93 50 7% 6

Gunnison 78 33 0% 7
La Junta 97 60 8% 6
Leadville 68 32 0% 7
Limon 91 50 27% 6
Meeker 80 40 0% 6
Montrose 87 51 0% 6
Pueblo 95 57 7% 6
Rifle 87 46 0% 6
Springfield 94 61 6% 7
Sunlight Mountain 79 50 1% 6
Telluride 68 42 0% 7
Trinidad 91 56 6% 7
Wolf Creek Pass 58 41 0% 7

City Yesterday Today 
 High Low High Low
Albuquerque, NM 90 62 89 60
Anchorage, AK 54 43 53 43
Atlanta, GA 78 69 75 69
Baltimore, MD 90 70 81 71
Bismarck, ND 85 57 75 44
Boise, ID 84 48 72 46
Boston, MA 86 67 72 66
Charleston, SC 85 73 84 73
Cheyenne, WY 84 55 86 43
Chicago, IL 74 62 80 66
Cleveland, OH 74 63 77 67
Columbia, SC 86 70 81 71
Dallas-Ft. Worth, TX 91 71 91 71
Des Moines, IA 81 60 86 65
Detroit, MI 75 59 76 61
El Paso, TX 95 67 95 65
Fairbanks, AK 57 36 56 31
Fargo, ND 77 60 76 49
Honolulu, HI 86 74 87 76
Houston, TX 82 72 86 73
Indianapolis, IN 79 59 82 65
Kansas City, MO 83 67 88 69
Las Vegas, NV 101 72 99 74
Los Angeles, CA 81 56 75 56
Memphis, TN 87 70 87 72

Miami, FL 88 76 87 78
Milwaukee, WI 75 59 78 63
Minneapolis, MN 78 64 84 62
Mobile, AL 79 75 84 78
Nashville, TN 75 65 84 67
New Orleans, LA 80 76 85 76
New York, NY 86 71 78 72
Oklahoma City, OK 87 69 91 68
Olympia, WA 69 40 69 47
Orlando, FL 91 74 88 75
Philadelphia, PA 90 69 79 70
Phoenix, AZ 106 78 105 79
Pittsburgh, PA 77 63 80 66
Portland, OR 69 45 77 54
Reno, NV 89 49 82 48
Richmond, VA 88 71 84 71
Roswell, NM 89 63 93 62
Salt Lake City, UT 89 62 85 58
San Antonio, TX 90 71 95 72
San Diego, CA 74 64 73 62
San Francisco, CA 66 57 66 56
Seattle-Tacoma, WA 65 47 68 53
Spokane, WA 74 43 68 43
St. Louis, MO 82 59 84 64
Tampa, FL 89 76 86 76
Tucson, AZ 100 72 101 73
Washington, DC 90 69 81 70

WEDNESDAY IN
GRAND JUNCTION

FRIDAY
High 90, Low 59

SUNDAY
High 84, Low 60

SATURDAY
High 89, Low 60

MONDAY
High 77, Low 44

Get instant weather information at GJSentinel.com

WATER LEVELS AND FLOWS
Lake Powell 3,547 ft.
Blue Mesa Reservoir 7,444 ft.
Colorado River at Cameo 1,900 cfs

Gunnison River in Grand Junction 1,460 cfs
Gunnison River
below Gunnison tunnel 601 cfs

LOCAL

By JAMES BURKY
James.Burky@gjsentinel.com

The first place Eggy 
Erkhembayar Munkhto-
goo and his wife, Mira, 
always show family and 
friends visiting them in 
Grand Junction is Colo-
rado National Monument.

To the couple, the beau-
ty is inescapable. So there 
was no more perfect place 
for Munkhtogoo to offi-
cially become an U.S. Citi-
zen. Munkhtogoo was one 
of  38 people to earn their 
citizenship at a special 
ceremony on Wednesday.

“It means a lot to me. I 
feel like I’m more a part of  
the community. I can now 
vote. It’s a big difference 
than having just a green 
card,” Munkhtogoo said. 
“One of  our children has 
been pushing for us to get 
this done for a while now. 
I’m really happy to be at 
this stage.”

Usually these ceremo-
nies are held in a court-
room or on the steps of  a 
courthouse. But Wednes-
day’s ceremony coincided 
with the week of Citizen-
ship Day and Constitution 
Day, both Sept. 17. U.S. 
Magistrate Judge Gordon 
Gallagher presided over 
the ceremony and deliv-
ered opening remarks.

“It has not been and is 
not meant to be an easy 
path to today,” he told the 
crowd. “Active participa-
tion in this great republic 
requires hard work, and I 
welcome you as fellow cit-
izens.”

U.S. Rep. Lauren Boe-
bert welcomed the new 
citizens, many of whom 
are now her constituents.

“Newly naturalized citi-
zens are among those who 
completely embody what 
it means to be an Ameri-
can,” she said. “You have 
taken the initiative freely 
and actively to become a 
member of  our republic. 
You have faced countless 
obstacles, diverse chal-
lenges and a complicated 
process, and yet you per-
severe to be where you are 
today.”

Before the end of  the 
ceremony, some new citi-
zens took the opportunity 
to tell their stories.

Edgar Niebla of  Rifle 
has lived in Colorado for 
the majority of  his life 
and was born in Mexico. 
He spoke about his desire 
to become a citizen and 
love for his home.

His two adopted daugh-
ters Reni, 6, and Lillian, 
4, rushed the podium to 
hug their dad’s legs mid-
speech. He looked down 
and wrapped his arms 
around them, holding 

Journeys to US citizenship began in Mongolia, 
Thailand and Mexico, ended in Grand Junction

Eggy Erkhembayar Munkhtogoo raises his right hand as he 
takes the Oath of Allegiance.

Photos by MCKENZIE LANGE/The Daily Sentinel

U.S. Magistrate Judge Gordon Gallagher administers the Oath of Allegiance during the naturalization ceremony at Colorado 
National Monument on Wedensday.

A new U.S. citizen holds an American flag.

Edgar Niebla hugs his daughters, Lillian, left, and Reni, right, after speaking about his 
experience in becoming a U.S. citizen.

‘I hereby declare ...

back tears.
“To say this has been 

a process 30 years in the 
making would be an un-
derstatement,” he said.

FINALLY HOME
Munkhtogoo, who is 

from Mongolia, and Mira, 
a native of  Kyrgyzstan, 
met while in graduate 
school in Japan. The two 
fell in love and moved to 
Grand Junction in 2006 
when Munkhtogoo se-
cured a work visa to work 
as a geologist.

They stuck around even 
after Munkhtogoo’s job 
left, because they loved 
the area so much.

“It’s so beautiful here. It 
reminds us a lot of  home 
because of  the nature,” 
Munkhtogoo said. “Al-
though, it’s a lot hotter 
here.”

“Well, it’s hotter than 
what he’s used to. I’m fine 
with it,” Mira chimed in.

There was a time when-
the couple may not have 
been there Wednesday.

In 2011, they were home-
sick, so they sold their 
home and moved back 
to Mongolia, while also 
spending time with Mi-
ra’s family in Kyrgyzstan, 
about 1,500 miles away.

“That was a big mis-
take,” Munkhtogoo said. 

“After six months we 
were over that and missed 
Grand Junction, so we 
moved back here.”

Today, the couple has 
three children. 

Mira became a citizen 
earlier this winter. Al-
though COVID-19 restrict-

ed that ceremony, she was 
happy that her husband 
got to join her atop their 
favorite place.

“It’s really just beauti-
ful. We always come here, 
and we’re glad to finally 
be citizens,” Munkhtogoo 
said.

By DAN WEST
Dan.West@gjsentinel.com

Both Colorado and 
Mesa County have had 
growing populations over 
the last decade, the U.S. 
Census found, but that 
growth has slowed.

Demographer Nancy 
Gedeon with the Colorado 
State Demography Office 
gave the Grand Junction 
City Council an update on 
the data from the U.S. cen-
sus. That showed Mesa 
County grew at 6.1%, 
which was slower than 
the state’s rate at 14.8%.

The city grew fast-
er than the county as a 
whole, Gedeon said, but 
it was still slower than its 
growth between 2000 and 
2010.

“Grand Junction came 
in at about 65,000, which 
was an 11.9% increase 
over the decade,” Gede-
on said. “Grand Junction 
gained about 7,000 people. 
Compared to the previous 
decade, that was much 
slower. From 2000 to 2010, 
the census showed a gain 
of  16,500 people, which 
was almost a 40% in-
crease.”

Looking at employment 
in the county, Gedeon said 
it had not quite regained 
all the jobs lost during the 
great recession by 2019, 
right before COVID-19 hit. 
However, the county has 
done better to retain jobs 
during the pandemic.

“In the state of  Colora-
do between right before 
the pandemic started to 
a year later, which was 
now six months ago, the 
state of  Colorado lost 5.5% 
of its jobs,” Gedeon said. 
“Mesa lost less than 1%.”

Gedeon said the county 
tends to be older than the 
rest of  the state and retir-
ees contribute significant-
ly to the local economy. 
However, she said the city 
of  Grand Junction tends 
to be younger than the 
county average.

“Mesa County’s age 
profile is different than 
the state’s,” Gedeon said. 
“Mesa County has peaks 
in the age group of 15 to 
19, which tends to fit the 
college-age population, 
which I suspect Colora-
do Mesa University has 
something to do with 
that.” There is another 
peak among the 55-59 age 
range, which Gedeon said 
could be people nearing 
retirement who want to 
be in Mesa County.

In the long term, Gede-
on said the county is ex-
pected to continue to grow 
and by 2050 could be home 
to 236,000. In 2020, Mesa 
County has just over 
155,000 residents.

Census:
Junction 
younger, 
growing


