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Dear Friends and Family, 

Tommy and I have been presented with the unique opportunity to participate in the Dancing With Our Stars 
Miracle Auction benefiting the Center for the Homeless (which has led to a heated debate about who the “star” 
in the family is…). This event is just like the show Dancing With the Stars, but the winners are determined by the 
amount of money they raise for the Center, not by how well they dance (which we would have run away with). 
We’ve been paired with a professional dancer who will train us for the big event coming up on April 17. 

 In order to participate, we have been asked to raise a considerable amount of money, and quite frankly we 
were ready to say “no.” In the time we were trying to decide, we were experiencing some cold and snowy 
weather. During our nighttime routine with our oldest son, Henry (4), we asked our usual questions: What is one 
thing you would like to thank God for? Who is one person you would like to pray for? Henry replied, “For our 
warm, safe house and for people who don’t have warm houses like ours.” (Is it okay to be annoyed that your 4-
year-old is more mature than you? Just asking for a friend…) Henry’s loving response showed us that we, too, 
should respond with love and do whatever we can to serve some of our community’s most vulnerable through 
the Center for the Homeless. 

Far more than just a shelter, the Center’s services that are both life-changing and life-saving. Yes, the Center 
provides guests with warm meals and beds, but their nationally recognized model also provides transformative 
education and training, medical and mental health treatment, addiction counseling, and Montessori childcare.  

You can help us, and more importantly the 275 men, women, and children who call the Center home, in two 
ways. The first is to please share this with anyone you know who may be willing to support the cause. The 
second is to vote. Each vote is $43 – the cost to support one guest at the Center for one day. All donations are 
tax deductible.  

• 1 vote to support a guest for 1 day = $43 
• 2 votes to support a mother and child for 1 day = $86 
• 4 votes to support a family of 4 for 1 day = $172 
• 30 votes to support a guest for 1 month = $1,290 
• Sponsorships, which include a table of 8, are also available if you or your workplace may be 

interested. 
  
You can vote online at www.givegrove.com/stars20. You can also donate by mail to the Center for the 
Homeless, 813 S. Michigan Street, South Bend, IN 46601. Please be sure to indicate that your votes are for 
Brooke and Tommy Kostielney. Cash donations can also be given to us directly, and we will make sure they get 
to the Center.  

We know you may be frequently asked to help others in a variety of ways, so if you cannot contribute 
monetarily, we totally understand! In any event, please keep us in your prayers, mainly that we can do our best 
to help out the Center, and that we don’t break each other’s toes in the process! 

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you. 

God Bless, 

Tommy and Brooke Kostielney 
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