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Gaza: UK must act to evacuate severely injured children, say

campaigners
George Webster

Campaigners have criticised the UK government for
not allowing any severely injured children from Gaza
to be medically evacuated to the UK, despite calls

from doctors, humanitarian organisations, and MPs.

In December 2024 more than 50 MPs signed a letter
to Prime Minister Keir Starmer calling for action. It
said, “When the Ukraine-Russia war began, a
mechanism was quickly put in place for the
evacuation of injured children from Ukraine to
hospitals here in the UK, to ensure that they received
appropriate medical treatment. There is no reason
why we should not extend the same support to the
children of Gaza.”

The letter highlighted that many other countries such
as Italy and Norway have accepted Gazan children
in need of urgent medical attention, and said that the
UK was “an outlier” by not yet implementing a similar
scheme.

It added, “We cannot delay any longer—the UK must
step up and demonstrate our commitment to
international law by upholding humanitarian
principles and providing aid to those most vulnerable
and in need in Gaza. The injuries suffered by children
in Gaza are extreme and require specialist care which
is not available in neighbouring countries. Medics in
this country are keen to offer their life saving
expertise to these children.”

Severe restrictions on movement have limited
children’s ability to leave Gaza for medical treatment.
Those that have been able to leave have been
evacuated to countries including Egypt, France,
Ireland, Qatar, and Spain? *# but no child has been
granted permission to travel for treatment in a UK
hospital. One of the barriers preventing children from
being granted medical evacuation to the UK is the
requirement of biometrics for temporary visa
applications, something which is no longer available
in Gaza.®

On 20 December 2024, Project Pure Hope, a
humanitarian initiative supporting the provision of
medical care for children affected by the Middle East
conflict, submitted a proposal® requesting the UK
government allow for the medical evacuation of 10
injured children from Gaza to UK hospitals. As part
of this proposal, which was presented in a meeting
with health minister Wes Streeting, Project Pure Hope
shared that it has raised over £750 000 to cover the
costs of treatment and accommodation for the
children. The initiative gained the support of Save
the Children and major hospital trusts including
University College London, Great Ormond Street,
Alder Hay, Leeds, and Evelina Children’s hospitals,
whose chief executives agreed to provide treatment
for the children in their private wards.
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Project Pure Hope said that it is still to receive a
decision. Many of the 10 children are facing a
deterioration in their condition, while others have
died. In its press release, Project Pure Hope stated,
“We are asking for an urgent decision to be taken. It
has now been almost seven weeks since our formal
proposal was submitted. The delay also means that
treatable conditions become untreatable; where a
below knee amputation was once required, a full leg
amputation becomes necessary. The risks of
treatment increase to become potentially fatal.”

Both the Home Office and Foreign Office were
contacted for comment, but had not responded by
the time of publication.
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