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Additional Considerations:

* The purpose of this chart is to capture the 12-month trend over time instead of any single
month’s rate which may fluctuate significantly due to the intermittent frequency of SSE. As a
result, a hospital can determine baseline safety performance and track effectiveness of efforts to
improve. While the intent of using 12 months is to smooth out the SSER, this smoothing may
make identifying the timing around increases/decreases more difficult. Interpretation of a trend
in the rolling 12-month SSER should be evaluated in conjunction with the count of events over
time. In addition, smoothing can prolong detection of changes.



