SAINT MARK-GOOD SHEPHERD
WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2023

“Following the Spirit’s Light ... From Grief to Hope”



Good Shepherd & Saint Mark Lutheran Churches
The Rev. Beau D. Nelson, Pastor
160 Ridgedale Ave., Florham Park, NJ 07932

As the congregations of Saint Mark and Good Shepherd, we are in a time
of transition. Saint Mark is in the process of selling its building and Good
Shepherd is getting used to a new look in the sanctuary. We are both,
however, getting to know each other and - at the same time - trying to
discern how God wants to use us in mission to the community. There is
lots of work ahead, but we trust that God's Spirit is leading us to where
we need to be.

While our two congregations are still being led by our congregational
councils (with Glen Derner as President of Good Shepherd and Bob
Burkhardt as President of Saint Mark), another body, the Transitional
Leadership Council (TLC), was formed by the councils to help bridge
the gap between the two during this time. The TLC is made up mostly of
members of each of our respective congregational councils and its pur-
pose is to plan for the merger, make recommendations to the councils,
and - when authorized - act on the behalf of the councils.

Members of the TLC:
Pastor Beau Nelson

Glen Derner (GS)

Lora Camporeale (GS)

Karen Holota (GS)

Larry Rehm (GS)

Bob Burkhardt (SM)

Charles Mohs (SM)
Charlene Peterson (SM)
Paul Dodenhoff (SM) - Chair

If you have any questions relating to the merger, please reach out to Paul
Dodenhoff (the TLC chair) at phdodenhoff@gmail.com or 908-310-9519.
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Introduction

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead.
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection.
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the
Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing prom-
ise in our baptism.

GATHERING

Prelude

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;

we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life. This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, F forgives you in Christ’s name,
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.
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Gathering Song - ELW #803
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
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Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised
to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Reading: Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

"The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the LOrD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. *He
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. *He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered,
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“O Lord Gob, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. *Thus says the

Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I
will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I
am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °I
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord Gobp: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” "I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off complete-
ly.” "Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: I am going
to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and |
will bring you back to the land of Israel. ®And you shall know that I am
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LOrD, have spoken and will
act, says the LORD.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God

Psalm 130
Refrain: Iwait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)

'Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
*0 LoRD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
’If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
*Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
Refrain: I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope.

7
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°I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the
morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
®For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
Refrain: I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope.

Gospel Acclamation

8] . . g .
7 = —

O

I |4

l

Re -turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra- cious and mer-ci - ful,

0 . — .

DA I N | il | I ——— Y I I

o ——— & 7 —— — E——
slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

Gospel: John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel according to John, the th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. *Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. >So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” *But when Jesus heard it, he
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” >’Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, %after having heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” *The dis-
ciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are

you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of day-
~8~
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light? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light
of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in
them.” "After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but
I am going there to awaken him.” “The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fall-
en asleep, he will be all right.” ®Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. *Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. "For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” *Thomas, who was called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” "When Jesus
arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. *Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. **When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. *Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. **But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” **Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” **Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” **Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, will live, *’and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?” *’She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messi-
ah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” *When she had said this,
she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” *And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. >**Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him. *The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *When Mary came
where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” *When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. >**He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” ¥*Jesus began to weep. 3°So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” *’But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 3*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed,
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said,
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“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” *°Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of
God?” *So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. **I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” ®*When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” **The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” ®Many of the Jews therefore, who had
come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon: Rev. Beau D. Nelson
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Hymn of the Day: ELW #737 “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”
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Praise Reports

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

1

stirred, a pulse of be-ing stirred.
heart, of mnight with-in the heart.
home, a voice to call us home.
earth, for ev-'ry child of earth.
Lord, our Sav -1or and our Lord.
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Hymn: “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me

Let There Be Peace on Earth
The peace that was meant to be
With God as our Father

Fam’ly all are we

Let us walk with each other

In perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me

Let this be the moment now.
With ev'ry step I take

Let this be my solemn vow

To take each moment and live
Each moment in peace eternally
Let there be peace on earth
And let it begin with me

MEAL

Offering—There are offering plates located in the back of the
sanctuary - one for each congregation.

~12~
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Offering Song- ELW #182 “Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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Receiving of Gifts

Setting the Table

Offertory Prayer

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
(Contemporary Version will be used through Lent)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
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Lamb of God
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Distribution of Communion
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Communion Hymn - ELW #479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun-gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we  come to the hun-gry feast.
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun-gry feast.

Post-Communion Blessing

Post-Communion Prayer

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love. Amen.

SENDING

Announcements
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Prayer of Faith

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction

God, the giver of love,

++ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

Sending Song: ELW #676
“Lord, Speak to Us That We May Speak” (See page 19)

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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Sending Song: ELW #676
“Lord, Speak to Us That We May Speak”

0 4 | | | [o— | S |
)AL} I I | I I I | | I
© S G
ST o fo 4 - 7 - P
1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak  in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach  the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
| J r
- — e ® P~
T e —_—— S "
Ft— ' | | | | p
| ' f | | i
0 4 . I | | [
7 H . I ! . | | | —
b9 3 5 g
T s e e
liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - vring feet; oh, feed wuws, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
til  our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
Ry o3 ] "—P—W‘F#
7 A == ——
| | | | | | . | :
n ¥ I . | [—
6. St St RO S N
O 35—
e =" qf < — ’ ’
let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your  hun - g'ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - ya heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell,  your praise to  show.
- . e g#!g*—i‘ e
o . —r —



WORSHIP LEADERS
Presiding Minister: The Rev. Beau D. Nelson
Organist: Ralph Petersen
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Worship Asst.: Andrea Sullivan
Usher: Karen Holota

April 2, 2023 - Palm Sunday
Lector: Karen Holota
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