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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF ANNOUNCES 
COVID-19 POSTSEASON POLICIES 

 

Actions Taken to Protect Student-Athlete Health and Safety 
 
IRVING, Texas – The College Football Playoff (CFP) Management Committee today announced a series of new actions 
it will take to protect student-athlete health and safety as the omicron virus has spread in advance of the College 
Football Playoff. 
 
“As we prepare for the Playoff, it’s wise and necessary to put into place additional precautions to protect those who 
will play and coach the games,” said Bill Hancock, Executive Director of the CFP.  “These policies will better protect 
our students and staffs while providing clarity in the event worst-case scenarios result.” 
 
The changes were based on a recommendation from the Management Committee during a video conference 
yesterday, December 21, 2021. 
 
The following are the policies for the Cotton Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, Orange Bowl and Peach Bowl if an institution 
determines that it is unable to compete in the game because an insufficient number of athletes are available to play 
because of COVID-19. 
 

1. Fiesta and Peach Bowls – The CFP, bowl game and ESPN shall attempt to identify an alternate date for 
the game within one week of the scheduled date; if no date can be identified, the game would be 
considered no contest. 

 
2. Playoff Semifinals (Cotton and Orange Bowls) if one team is unavailable to play – The unavailable team 

shall forfeit the game and its opponent would advance to the national championship game.   
 
3. Playoff Semifinals (Cotton and Orange Bowls) if both teams are unavailable to play in one semifinal – 

The semifinal game would be declared “no contest” and the team winning the other semifinal game 
would be declared the CFP National Champion. 

 
4. Playoff Semifinals (Cotton and Orange Bowls) if three teams are unavailable to play – The semifinal game 

in which two teams are unable to play would be declared “no contest.”  In the other semifinal game, the 
team unable to play shall forfeit the game and its opponent would be declared CFP National Champion. 

 
5. CFP National Championship – If the team’s unavailability is determined after the Playoff Semifinals have 

been conducted, the national championship game in Indianapolis may be rescheduled to no later than 
Friday, January 14.  If one team is able to play and the other is not and the game cannot be rescheduled 
or is rescheduled and cannot be played, then the team unable to play shall forfeit the game and the 
other team shall be declared CFP National Champion.  If both teams are unable to play on either an 
original or rescheduled date, then the game shall be declared “no contest” and the CFP National 
Championship shall be vacated for this season. 



 

 
Following are other policies that shall be in place for this year’s games: 
 

A. Teams’ travel to bowl sites – Teams have the option to arrive at the bowl site not later than two days 
before the game, rather than the customary five days before the game.  (For example, not later than 
Wednesday before a Friday game.) 

 
B. Bowl events – Attendance at events at the game sites will be optional for student-athletes, institutions’ 

staff members, bands and spirit squads. 
 
C. News conferences – Media access to coaches, staff and student-athletes will be virtual. 
 
D. Access to the playing field – Non-essential personnel will not have access to the field and sidelines pre- 

and post-game.  (For clarity, this includes, but is not limited to, institutions’ friends and family and bowls’ 
“special guests” and sponsors.)   

  
F. Testing arrangement.  Each institution will use the testing arrangement that it used during the regular 

season.  The institution will arrange for testing at the game site.   
 
G. Acceptance of opponent’s protocol.  Each conference has agreed to accept each other conference’s 

testing protocol. 
 
H. Certification.  The director of athletics and the institution’s chief medical officer must certify that each 

person with access to the playing field on game day has tested negative for COVID-19 within 72 hours 
of the kickoff or has been fully vaccinated.  

 
J. Health and Safety.  To provide the best chance of health and safety, the participating institutions are 

encouraged to ensure that student-athletes and staff take prudent measures and follow medical 
recommendations to help prevent the contraction or transmission of COVID before, during and after 
they travel to the game sites. 

 
“We certainly wish we were not in this position,” said Hancock, “but the only responsible thing is to take whatever 
actions we can reasonably take to better protect those who play and coach the game.” 
 

-#CFBPlayoff- 
 

About the College Football Playoff 
The College Football Playoff matches the No. 1 ranked team vs. No. 4, and No. 2 vs. No. 3 in semifinal games that 
rotate annually among six bowl games – the Goodyear Cotton Bowl, PlayStation Fiesta Bowl, Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl, 
Capital One Orange Bowl, Allstate Sugar Bowl and Rose Bowl Game presented by Capital One Venture X. This 
season’s Playoff Semifinals will take place Friday, December 31, 2021, at the Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic and the 
Capital One Orange Bowl. The College Football Playoff National Championship will be Monday, January 10, 2022, at 
Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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