
Christmas Traditions 
 

On Christmas Day, after we open presents, my family and I sit down to eat 
this indulgent Blueberry French Toast that I have prepared the night before. 
After we eat, we open our Christmas Crackers and put on the coloured 
crowns, and share in the activities that come with the crackers. The only 
change I make to the above recipe is instead of adding chunks of cream 
cheese, I will blend it with some lemon juice in a food processor and spread it 
throughout the dish. For the finale. I top it with whipped cream! Submitted by 
Jodey, Future Habitat Homeowner 
 
My parents started the tradition of reading ’Twas The Night Before Christmas, 
to my sister. Years later, they have continued that tradition by reading it to 
their grandsons Owen and Benjamin, my nephews. Another family tradition is 
that my mom and I head to the cheese stall at the Covent Garden Market on 
Christmas Eve. We select a variety of cheeses to be enjoyed that evening by 
our family as we wait for Santa. Submitted by Allison, Community 
Partnership Coordinator  
 
My family, and my sister’s family head to Sloan’s Village in Bothwell ON. They 
have many activities for the kids (hay mazes, train rides, fire pits, cookie 
decoration). After our visit to Sloan’s, many of us choose to cut down our own 
Christmas tree and bring it home. This is now a Christmas tradition that I carry 
on every year. Submitted by Miranda, Adelaide ReStore  
 
On Christmas Eve, my daughter, Addison, and I make homemade reindeer 
food.  We use oatmeal, chopped apples, carrots, and any extra fruits or 
vegetables we have on hand. The important ingredient is the edible glitter we 
add. The glitter attracts Santa and the reindeer so they make sure to stop at 
our house. We each open one gift on Christmas Eve and it is matching Mother 
– Daughter pajamas to wear for Christmas.  Another family tradition we have 
is something that I grew up with and has carried on with Addison:  breakfast 
on Christmas morning is always a perfect pancake, with golden brown edges, 
lots of real maple syrup and ice cream on top. Submitted by Sabrina, Future 
Habitat Homeowner 
 
In our family on Christmas Eve we watch White Christmas. It is a great feel 
good movie and the ending song just sums up the whole Christmas season. 
Submitted by Brian Elliot, CEO 
 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/15057/overnight-blueberry-french-toast/
https://sloansvillage.ca/


This year I plan on continuing old traditions and making new ones with my 
daughter. I love watching the Toronto Santa Claus Parade, going out to view 
the Christmas lights, and watching all the traditional Christmas movies. 
Submitted by Kendra, Volunteer Coordinator  
 
Christmas is a time of appreciation for us. We love spending time with our 
family, and listening to Christmas music while we decorate the tree. I talk to 
the kids about the importance of being grateful for everything we have, and 
the importance of giving to the less fortunate. This year, I want to start a new 
tradition by attending church to celebrate the Christmas season. Submitted 
by Lindsie, Future Habitat Homeowner 
 
A tradition that I carried on was the youngest child in our family always put the 
star on the tree. My dad would lift me up every year until I was able to stand 
on a chair. I have since passed this on to my children. Submitted by Sean, 
Assistant Manager Adelaide ReStore 
 
One of my favourite Christmas traditions is attending Christmas Eve church 
service. I remember going when I was little and usually watching my younger 
cousins falling asleep in the pews because it was so late. I loved singing all 
the Christmas carols, particularly when the service would end with the lights 
out, candles lit, and everyone singing “Silent Night”. Even now, I make it a 
point to go to a Christmas Eve service no matter where I’m spending the 
holiday. I love the calm in all the craziness the season can bring, and 
remembering what Christmas is all about. Submitted by Heather, 
Fundraising Coordinator 
 
Every year my son Brayden and I go out for an evening to see the Christmas 
lights. Brayden loves looking at the lights. We generally stay in London, but 
sometimes we visit the light displays in Ingersoll, Simcoe and even Niagara 
Falls. One of our favourite holiday recipes we make every year is my 
Grandma’s recipe for caramel corn. Delicious and super easy.   

 3 3/4 cups popped popcorn. 1/4 cup corn syrup  

 1 cup brown sugar. 1/2 tsp salt 

 1/2 cup margarine.  1/2 tsp baking soda 

 Peanuts/nuts optional  
Cook margarine, sugar, corn syrup and salt, stirring occasionally until it 
bubbles around the edges. Continue to cook over medium heat for about 5 
minutes.  Remove from heat. Stir in baking soda until foamy. Pour over 
popcorn. Bake at 200 degrees for 1 hour, stirring 2 times. Enjoy! Submitted 
by Brianne, Future Habitat Homeowner  


