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Dr. Thomas W. Blaine speaking on Climate Change in Waverly on August 26th
Global warming is a subject that causes people to ask a lot of questions. When scientists inform
the public that humans are causing global temperatures to rise, one of the first set of questions is:
Hasn’t global temperature always fluctuated? After all, the glacial grooves at Kelley’s Island
prove that Ohio was once covered with ice. Something caused that global cooling, and when the
ice age ended, something caused massive global warming – and none of it was humans. So why
the concern about global warming now? Isn’t it likely that the warming is natural and not caused
by humans at all?
“These are all great questions, and the public deserves answers to them,” said Thomas W.
Blaine, Associate Extension Professor with Ohio State, who will be speaking in Pike County on
August 26th. “The way that I structure my presentation brings a lot of satisfaction to audience
members who do not believe these kinds of questions have been adequately answered or
explained by the scientific community. I present a history of earth’s climate, explaining why
temperatures have fluctuated so much in the past. We go over the era of the dinosaurs, the ice
ages, you name it, we cover it. It turns out that audiences just love learning about Earth’s natural
history – it’s a lot of fun.”
Another set of questions goes like this, “Hasn’t Earth been much warmer than it is now for most
of its history? If that is true (and it is), then why worry about a few degrees warming in the next
50-100 years?”
“Again, the fact that Earth is currently in an ice-house as opposed to its normal condition of a
hot-house, is something that I carefully explain in my presentation. How these changes came
and went is something on which I focus as well. It answers a lot of questions people have. This
is important, not only because it clears up a lot of the confusion about what is at stake now, but it
also gets people interested in science. How many potential budding young scientists do we have
in Pike County? You just never know what kind of experience is going to direct someone to go
to Ohio State or another university and come out with a PhD n Physics, Chemistry, Biology, or
another great field. Basically, I think that any program that increases scientific literacy among
the public is a good thing. That’s why I went into Extension.”
The hosts for the presentation are OSU Extension Pike County Educators Tammy Jones and Will
Hamman. The public is invited to come out on August 26th. The presentation will be held at
Grace United Methodist Church located at 104 S. High Street in Waverly from 6:30 – 8:00pm.
For more information, contact Tammy Jones at 740-289-4837.

