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Assisting Bishop FAQs 
1. What is an assisting bishop? 

An assisting bishop is a bishop appointed by the standing committee to serve under its direction for a 

certain period of time. An assisting bishop already exercises episcopal authority, which means he or she 

has the ability to perform ordinations, confirmations, receptions and visitations. Assisting bishops are 

qualified bishops who have previously resigned all previous responsibilities, or are qualified bishops of a 

church in communion with the Episcopal Church. Assisting bishops do not have voice and vote in the 

house of bishops on behalf of the diocese they serve. Bishop Jefferts Schori will have voice and vote in the 

house of bishops, but not on behalf of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego. 

 

2. How was Bishop Jefferts Schori selected? 
The standing committee of our diocese worked hard to solicit the interest of a short list of candidates for 

this position. With much prayer and careful consideration, the committee selected Bishop Jefferts Schori 

to be our assisting bishop.   
 

3. How long does this appointment last? 
Bishop Jefferts Schori will commence her tenure with us on Sunday, August 13 and continue until 

December 31, 2018. This may be extended until our fifth bishop is consecrated.   
 

4. What will Bishop Jefferts Schori do?  

In her ¾ time role, Bishop Jefferts Schori will visit congregations, baptize, ordain, assist with the selection 

and promotion of candidates for ordained ministry, provide pastoral care to clergy members, confer with 

the standing committee and the executive committee of the diocese and provide some shared oversight 

along with the standing committee.  

 
5. Will she reside in San Diego? 

Yes, she plans to live in San Diego while serving  as our assisting bishop. 


