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Welcome to the beginning of  another year 
of ministry, growth, and community- 

building here at Bethlehem! This winter/spring, we have 
put together many opportunities for the BLC community to 
come together around questions and topics that matter, all 
with the hope of  growing deeper in our understanding of  our 
faith and how it influences our daily lives. Inside this guide, 

you will find opportunities for all ages to engage in community, to learn about the 
Bible and its messages for life today, and to be part of  important conversations with 
other disciples that will stretch our thinking and strengthen our connectedness to 
God and one another. I hope you’ll make these classes and conversations a part of  
your spiritual life this year.  

PASTOR SARAH ROHDE

On behalf  of  the Congregation Council, I encourage 
you to take part in the opportunities and events that we 

have planned at BLC this year. Your Council has given much 
thought to our priorities as we go into this ministry year,  
and, as you look through this guide, I think you will see our  
commitments to inter-generational community, vibrant and 
varied worship, lay leadership development, and active  

discipleship at work in many of  the things that are happening. Join us, as we  
continue moving forward together in faith and witness. See you in church!

COUNCIL PRESIDENT,  GREG ANDREWS
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“FEED THE NEED” SUNDAY, FEB. 16: Our church, 
along with many area congregations, will participate in 
Feed The Need at North Central College in Naperville, IL. 
Join us as we worship, celebrate, and launch our outreach 
at 8:30 and 10:45am.

INSTALLATION SUNDAY, FEB 23: Bethlehem 
Lutheran is excited to celebrate the ministry and call of  
Rev. Sarah Rohde as Lead Pastor. We will have one 
celebratory worship service in the Sanctuary at 9:30am 
with a luncheon to follow in Fellowship Hall.

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26: Lent begins with a solemn 
call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to 
Easter. The sign of  ashes symbolizes our human mortality 
and frailty. With the cross on our forehead, we long for  
renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to 
come. Join us for the imposition of  Ashes and Holy  
Communion at 1:30 & 7:15pm in the Sanctuary.

THE SEASON OF LENT: During this season of  Lent,  
Bethlehem will come together and explore the book  
“Inspired” by Rachel Held Evans. In her book, Evans 
examines some of  our favorite Bible stories and possible 
interpretations, retelling them through memoir, original 
poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and even a short screenplay. 
The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, 
breathing, captivating, and confounding book that is able to 
equip us to join God’s loving and redemptive work.

PALM/PASSION FESTIVAL, APR. 5: A snapshot of  
holy week, Palm/Passion Sunday takes in all the sights and 
sounds of  the Triumphal Entry to the Journey of  the Cross. 
This year we will offer two distinct worship services. Our 
8:30am service in Fellowship Hall will be geared towards  
families with children. We will explore the story of  Jesus 
through song, stories, art and movement followed by our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt on the back lawn. Our 10:45am  
service in the Sanctuary will feature the rich tradition and 
liturgy of  the Passion story with choir and orchestra. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APR. 9: With nightfall our  
Lenten journey comes to an end, and we gather with 
Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days 
of  Jesus’ death and resurrection. Join us at 1:30 & 7:15pm 
in the Sanctuary as we remember the heart of  this service 
is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. 

GOOD FRIDAY, APR. 10: Life and death stand side by 
side as we enter into Good Friday. We gather in solemn 
devotion, but always with the promise of  what is yet to 
come. A NEW simple and short family-friendly service 
will be offered at 11:00am, as well as the traditional  
service at 7:15pm.  

EASTER SUNDAY, APR. 12: Alleluia! Christ is risen! Join 
us as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Our service 
schedule will be 6:15am Sunrise Service at Union Cemetery, 
8:00 and 11:00am Traditional services in the Sanctuary and 
9:30am Contemporary service in Fellowship Hall.

PENTECOST IN THE PARK, MAY 31: Pentecost is a day 
of  promises fulfilled – a birthday celebration for the church. 
Celebrate outside (weather permitting) at Pottawattamie Park 
(St. Charles) at 10:00am with a fun festive service and a cook-
out to follow at 11:00am. Bring a side-dish to share, picnic 
chairs or blanket, and be sure to wear red! 
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Weekend Worship Schedule

SATURDAY
5:00pm - Traditional Service in the Sanctuary

 

SUNDAY
8:30am - Contemporary Service in Fellowship Hall

9:45am – Community Education Hour
(Sunday School and Adult Learning)

10:45am – Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
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Adult Education
S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G S

ADULT EDUCATION IS:

Open to all. Please invite your friends and neighbors 

to attend alongside you. There’s no need to register  

or prepare in advance. 

Flexible. Some of the classes are part of a longer  

series, but there’s no need to to attend all of them. 

Come whenever it works best for you!

A value of our congregation. In these classes we  

want to create a place where we can learn together  

as a congregation, hear and respect different perspec-

tives and grow in our faith and sense of community. 

BUDGET FORUMS, JAN. 12 & 19  Join Council  
leadership in conversation around the proposed 2020 
budget, which will be voted on at the Annual Meeting  
on Sunday, Jan. 26. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JAN. 26 Twice a year, 
we gather as a community to hear from our leadership  
and to vote on important congregational matters. At this  
meeting in January, the congregation will vote on the  
proposed operating budget for ministry year 2020. Please 
plan to attend! 

VIEWING THE LAST SUPPER: IMAGES FROM THE 
6TH - 17TH CENTURY  FEB. 2   
Led by BLC disciple, Jim Kautz, this is an opportunity for 
you to become more familiar with how Christian imagery 
developed over 1000 years of  western European history 
and how, in this case, the Last Supper was portrayed in 
specific settings and how that image changed over those 
years. We will view several depictions of  the Last Supper 
in order to get a better understanding of  how the various 
“moments” described in the gospel text are portrayed 

in the paintings. Jim will explain for whom this art was 
made and where the art was displayed. We will also cover 
certain problems that some versions of  this painting 
caused for the church. We will take note of  where specific 
disciples are seated and the tell-tale signs of  who’s who. 
Jim shares, “My hope is that by offering this opportunity 
for you to see some of  these important works of  art, and 
to give insight into not only what we are seeing but also 
to know what was behind the particular effort in the first 
place, you will then have a richer understanding of  this 
category of  art that so purposefully tells this episode in 
the life of  Jesus Christ.” 

BEGINNING THIS NEW CHAPTER FEB. 9   
Join Pastor Sarah in conversation around her hopes and 
dreams for Bethlehem as she begins her ministry among  
us as Lead Pastor.

BEGINNING THIS NEW CHAPTER FEB. 16   
Join Pastor Sarah, Deacon Heather and a few Council 
leaders in conversation around the leadership vision and 
structure that is guiding us in this new chapter.   

INSTALLATION SUNDAY  FEB. 23  
Installation of  Pastor Sarah! No Adult Ed classes.

ALL CONGREGATIONAL READ FOR LENT:  
“INSPIRED” BY RACHEL HELD EVANS  
MAR. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29   
Lent is a season of  the church year that asks us to take on 
a new intention when it comes to our lives of  faith. Often 
we pick up a new discipline or give up something that 
tempts or distracts us – all for the sake of  growing in our 
relationship with God. This year all Bethlehem disciples 
are invited to grow together in faith by reading the same 
book – Inspired, by Rachel Held Evans, and then joining 
in a small group conversation about this book. Here’s a 
brief  blurb about this book:

“If  the Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction 
manual, then what is it? What do people mean when 
they say the Bible is inspired? When Rachel Held Evans 
found herself  asking these questions, she began a quest 
to better understand what the Bible is and how it is meant 
to be read. What she discovered changed her – and it will 
change you, too.”
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(All-Congregation Read Continued)

So many of  us know the Bible is important, but we’re 
not even sure where to begin. So many of  us want to 
be better connected to others at BLC, but that, too, can 
be daunting. This is a great way to tackle both! Look for 
sign-ups for small groups in early February. These group 
meetings will be offered at all different times and  
locations in hopes that as many people as possible can 
participate in this! If  you’re interested in facilitating a 
group, please contact Pastor Sarah by Jan. 15. We will 
have a few books available at church for purchase, or 
we encourage you to borrow it from the library or order 
from your favorite bookseller. 

PALM SUNDAY & EASTER SUNDAY, NO ADULT ED  
APR. 5 & 12  

COFFEE WITH COUNCIL APR. 19  Join the  
Congregation Council for coffee and conversation! 
Council leaders will share with congregants the progress 
we are making on our ministry goals and priorities, as 
well as leave space for questions and conversation.

“BEING MORTAL”  APR. 26 & MAY 3  During these 
two Sundays, we will discuss the book “Being Mortal.”  
It is author Atul Gawande’s commentary on modern 
approaches to aging and death. It focuses primarily  
on the Western treatment of  death and dying with  
suggestions on alternate approaches. These forums will 
be lead by Dr. Joe Boyle, an emergency physician who 
sees patients often with end-of-life issues in his practice, 
Dr. Kelly Jirschele, who has navigated many end of  life 
issues both personally and professionally, and Judy 
 Hanson, LCSW, who has spent many years working with 
hospice care, doing both bereavement and direct service 
with individuals and families. You may attend this forum 
regardless of  whether you’ve read the book ahead of  
time, though you will likely get more out of  it if  you’ve 
been able to read the book beforehand. Free copies of  
will be available in the church office in January. 

CS LEWIS’ SCREWTAPE LETTERS: A CHALLENGE 
TO CONVERSATION APR. 19, 26; MAY 10, 17  Led by 
BLC disciple, Lee Eustyrlid, this series of  four conversa-
tions will take us through CS Lewis’ penetrating look into 
the heart of  being human, of  trying to be a Christian, 
and the nature of  evil. As always, Lewis is illuminating 
of  the travails of  life in the modern world, combining 
the psychological with the diabolical. Please plan to read 
this book ahead of  class time, so that the discussion can 
be lively and productive! Lee recommends this edition: 
CS Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, HarperOne; Reprint 
edition (April 21, 2015) ISBN-13: 978-0060652937. This 
one is in print, and its available on audio.  

FAITHFULLY AGING, LED BY DEACON HEATHER 
FELTMAN  MAY 10 & 17  As life expectancies increase, 
we are spending more time in the stages of  life we call 
‘old age’. What used to be a few years can now easily 
stretch into 30—fully a third of  our lifespan! Still, in both 
the medical community and the church, it’s common for 
many to treat old age monolithically, as if  it were one 
uniform span of  time. In her new book, Elderhood Louise 
Aronson pushes us to think differently. She draws on her 
experience as a physician caring for an aging population. 
We will refer to this book during our time together, along 
with memoirs that speak to this time of  our lives as a 
time to cultivate new relationships and meaning. This 
class will be meaningful for any who find themselves  
currently in this “last third” of  life, but also those in 
younger generations who are caring for or supporting 
parents or grandparents in this season of  life.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  MAY 24 
Our second annual congregational meeting takes place 
this Sunday. We will gather to celebrate the ending of  the 
programmatic year, to thank leaders, and to elect new 
leaders to Council and other various roles/teams. Please 
plan to attend!

       Spring Guide

Adult Education
S U N D A Y  M O R N I N G S
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NEWCOMERS CLASSES APR. 26, MAY 3 & 17 
Are you looking for a church home, a place where  
you can belong? Are you intrigued with what you’ve 
experienced at Bethlehem and discerning whether you’d 
like to grow deeper with others here? 

If  so, attend our next Newcomers Class series on  
Apr. 26, May 3 and May 17 at 9:45am – for those ready 
to join, or those considering membership at Bethlehem. 
Through these three sessions, you will have the chance 
to learn more about what it means to live Lutheran, how 
it is we practice our faith here at Bethlehem, and the 
various ministries and programs that can help you get 
connected and grow in your faith. 

Finally, we invite those joining our community to  
be received in worship on Sunday, May 31 at the 
Pottawatomie Worship service!

If  you plan to attend the Newcomers classes, please  
register by calling the church office: 630.584.2199.   

BAPTISM AT BETHLEHEM   
Baptism joins us to the body of  Christ and to the  
mission we share as followers of  Jesus. It is a celebration 
of  Christian community and our calling to live out our 
baptismal promises every day of  our lives. At Bethlehem, 
we always celebrate baptism within the context of  worship, 
and we set aside specific weekends so that we can focus our 
worship services around baptism and explore more deeply 
the meaning it carries throughout our whole lives of  faith. 
We tend to baptize infants and children, but baptism can be 
celebrated at all ages and stages of  life. Those celebrating a 
baptism at Bethlehem for the first time are asked to attend 
an Introduction to Baptism class prior to the celebration 
of  baptism. Please register by calling the church office: 
630.584.2199.

Baptism classes: Apr. 19 and July 12

Baptisms celebrated on:  Weekends of: 
      May 2/3 and July 18/19 

HALF-DAY & ALL-DAY PRESCHOOL  
REGISTRATION DATES: 

Church members, alumni & siblings:  
Starts Monday, Jan. 21

General public:
Starts Monday, Feb. 3

Please call the Bethlehem Preschool at 630.584.6027 
to register or for more information.

PRESCHOOL ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER,  
SILENT AUCTION & RAFFLE NIGHT MAR. 20   
This year’s event will be held on Friday, Mar. 20 from 
4:30-7:30pm. Please mark your calendar to attend this 
fun event to help us raise money for our scholarship and 
equipment fund. Starting in January, we will be looking 
for donations of  services or items to be placed in our 
raffle and silent auction sections. More information will 
follow soon. Please call the Preschool at 630.584.6027 or 
email us at pong@bethlehemluth.org if  you would like to 
support us with your donations. 

New Members & Baptism
G E T T I N G  I N V O L V E D
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Women’s Ministry
MOM’S MINISTRY All Bethlehem Moms are welcome 
to monthly Moms Ministry gatherings. Every 4th Thursday 
of  the month at 7:00pm, moms will gather around a 
specific topic of  conversation to share the journey of  
raising kids in faith. Watch the Community Life and the 
BLC website calendar for topics and locations. Contact 
Shannon Von Essen, shannonvonessen@gmail.com to  
be added to the email list.

WOMEN’S CIRCLES As a community of  women, we 
are created in the image of  God, called to discipleship in 
Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. We honor our 
valued traditions while striving to be open to new ways 
of  connecting, growing and living in faith together. Join 
a small group with other Bethlehem women. Please see 
Circle group descriptions and contact information in the 
Opportunity Guide. Stay tuned for details on our Spring 
Gathering on May 5!

MISSION QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD  
RELIEF Women of  all ages (kids & teens too!) are 
welcome to join this lively group in bringing colorful 
warmth, hope and love to others around the world. We 
gather monthly for “quilt-making” and all levels of   
experience are welcome. Drop-in dates are Jan. 17, Feb. 
21, Mar. 14, Apr. 11, and May 9, 4:00-8:00pm. For more 
info, contact DeAnn Miller at deannmiller7@comcast.com. 

Men’s Ministry
DAD’S MINISTRY This men’s group is held once a 
month in homes and is a group of  dads who gather for 
informal conversation, prayer and support--all dads are 
welcome! Contact Ryan Bicking, ryanbicking@gmail.com 
with questions or for more information.

FRIDAY MORNING MEN’S STUDY This men’s 
group is held every Friday at 6:30am and is led by Pastor  
Andrew Packman. If  you’re an early riser, Bethlehem’s 
Friday Morning Men’s Study may be your landing place. 
It’s been meeting for decades; all are invited to participate. 

Adult Fellowship
THEOLOGY ON TAP Meets from 4:30-6:30 at local 
pubs. Informal discussions with each other to wrestle 
with issues of  faith, philosophy and ethics over self- 
purchased food and drink. Watch the Friday EBlast  
and Community Life bulletin for exact locations.  
Upcoming dates: Feb. 9, Mar. 8 and Apr. 19.

MARDI GRAS WINTER MIXER FEB. 15 Join us 
from 6:00-9:00pm to meet and mix with fellow disciples 
in the Welcome Center by the fireplace. BYOB and an 
appetizer to share.

MORTON ARBORETUM VISIT MAY 13 Awaken 
your senses to God’s Recreation of  the world with all the 
Spring Blooms! $15 per person includes admission to the 
park and a ½ hour ride on the Acorn Tram. You can stay 
as long as you wish and explore on your own if  desired. 
Last chance to see the Troll exhibit as it leaves in June 
2020. Exact timing will be published in Community Life 
and the EBlast as we get closer to the event.

For questions about any of  these upcoming events, 
please contact Adult Fellowship Coordinator, Sarah  
Belinski at sbelins3@hotmail.com.

Weekly Bible Study
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY Both men 
and women are invited to a Bible Study held on Thursday 
mornings from 10:00-11:00am. This study is led by  
Deacon Heather Feltman, heather@bethlehemluth.org.

Adult Ministry
O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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HOMELESS MINISTRIES Our ongoing ministries of  
serving with neighbors who are homeless are always open 
to new faces and helping hands. A variety of  hands-on 
and behind the scenes serving opportunities are available. 
Orientation and support is available to all. 

Hesed House - Aurora 

Contact:  John Maisch, jmaisch@optonline.net or 
Francie or Abigail Andrews, 630.399.8057

Service Dates: Feb. 28, Apr. 24, June. 26, Aug. 28, Dec. 23

Lazarus House - St. Charles

Contact:  Emily Bicking, emily.bicking@gmail.com 

Service Dates:  Feb. 8, Mar. 14, Apr. 11, May 9, June 13, 
July 11, Aug. 8 

FOX RIVER VALLEY INITIATIVE 
Fox River Valley Initiative is 17 religious and civic institu-
tions organized across Kane County Illinois and an affiliate 
of  the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), part of  the oldest 
and largest network of  broad-based citizen organizations in 
the country. Primarily funded by member institution dues, 
we do not accept public money. We are fiercely non- 
partisan, neither running nor endorsing any candidates for 
political office and work with all public officials of  good 
will. Bethlehem partners with FRVI to accomplish initiatives 
of  this citizen organization.

Contact:
Adrienne McCauley, mccauley.adrienne@gmail.com
or Deacon Heather, heather@bethlehemluth.org

LSSI Bethlehem has a relationship with the Lutheran  
Social Services of  IL (LSSI). Through out the year  
Bethlehem will host educational sessions or volunteer  
opportunities that help LSSI complete it’s mission.

To learn more about Lutheran Social Services of  Illinois, 
you can visit their site: www.lssi.org

FEED THE NEED Feed The Need Illinois is the  
largest volunteer coalition of  religious, education, civic, 
corporate and community organizations in the Kane/
DuPage/Will county areas that come together each year 
to sponsor a Feed My Starving Children MobilePack. 
Bethlehem is ALL IN to join the fight against hunger 
and YOU are invited to help accomplish this goal: Over 
5,000 volunteers packing over 1.2 million meals! 

2020 Dates:  Feb. 15 & 16, please see bulletin or website for 
available time slots

Contact: Dennis Finney, dennisrfinney@aol.com

EASTER EGG HUNT & POTLUCK APR. 5   
Our 16th annual Easter Egg-stravaganza will take place 
on Sunday, Apr. 5, at 9:45am in the backyard of  the 
church after worship (come to the family-friendly service 
at 8:30am!) All children are invited to participate. Please 
bring a basket for eggs. After the hunt, there will be time 
for treats and fellowship for kids and families. Please 
register online. This is a FREE event. 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE EVENTS!    
Stay tuned for more events soon to be planned for 2020!

Outreach
O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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Children’s Education

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAYS, 9:30-10:30AM,  
JAN. 12-MAY 17 Sunday School resumes on Jan. 12, 
2020. Children age 2 to 5th grade are invited to  
participate! Preschool (ages 2-4) meet in the BLC  
Preschool hallway (200 level). Kindergarten-Fifth  
grade classes meet in Education Hall (100 level). Sunday 
School opens with large-group music time, then each 
class explores a Bible story together with art, games,  
and conversation.   

KIDQUEST - MUSIC MINISTRY & BIBLE STUDY 
WEDNESDAYS, 4:30-6:00PM, FEB. 5 - MAR. 18  
KidQuest is our midweek Bible Study and Music  
program for K-3 Graders that meets in Education Hall. 
KidQuest begins with a fun, engaging time of  music- 
making and then moves into a time of  learning Bible 
Stories through art, games, service projects, science  
experiments, and tasty snacks. Please register online for 
the spring session of  KidQuest and Launch- you’ll find 
the registration form under the Children’s Ministry section 
of  church website. Please re-register even if  you  
participated in the fall session of  these programs. This  
will insure that our leaders have accurate information! 

LAUNCH - SERVICE & SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
WEDNESDAYS, 4:30-6:00PM, FEB. 5 - MAR. 18  
Launch is our midweek program for 4th-5th graders that 
meets in Education Hall. Launch equips students to see 
the connection between faith and service, and to live it 
out! Some weeks kids in this program will go off-site to 
serve in our community; other weeks, they will stay at 
church and learn more about the needs of  the world and 
the gifts our students can offer in response. Please re- 
register even if  you participated in the fall session of  these 
programs. This will insure that our leaders have accurate 
information!

WORSHIP & MUSIC FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Children and Youth have several opportunities this  
semester to use their musical talents in worship.

SUNDAY, MAR. 8 Our KidQuest and Launch children 
will join us in worship at 10:45am with their hearts, hands, 
and voices. Rehearsals for this Sunday are part of  Kid-
Quest from 4:30-5:00pm on Feb. 5,12, 18, 26, and Mar. 4 
in Education Hall.

SUNDAY, APR. 5 Our children will help all of  us  
experience the Passion story in a unique way at our 8:30am 
Fellowship Hall service. This service is “new” and geared 
toward families with children. Rehearsals for this Sunday 
are part of  KidQuest from 4:30-5:00pm on Mar. 11 & 18 and 
from 4:30-6:00pm on Mar. 25 and Apr. 1 in Education Hall.

SUNDAY, MAY 10 All BLC children and youth (K-12) 
will use their instruments, hands, and voices in worship at 
10:45am on a very special Mother’s Day. Rehearsals for 
this Sunday are from 4:30-6:00pm on Apr. 15, 22, 29, and 
May 6 in Education Hall. Register online for this special 
music opportunity.

Stepping Stones Events
The goal of our Stepping Stones ministry is to encourage and 

support parents in fulfilling the promises they made for their child 

at baptism, and to do so by creating an opportunity every year for 

parents and children to grow in faith together. Each Stepping Stone 

milestone includes educational time with our pastors, a fun activity 

or craft, and fellowship with other families. Register for each  

Stepping Stone online –  www.bethlehemluth.org. If you have  

any further questions, please contact Pastor Sarah Rohde,  

pastor_sarah@bethlehemluth.org. 

3 & 4 YEAR OLDS: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
WORSHIP? This event will be held on Sunday, Feb. 9, 
at 9:45am. Children are invited to explore the sanctuary 
with their parents, using their senses to learn more about 
what it means to worship God. The little ones will have 
an opportunity to splash in the baptismal font, learn 
about the pictures in the stained glass windows, and see 
the altar close up, among other exciting experiences! 
There is no cost for this program. Register online.

Children’s Ministries
I N F A N T S – 5 T H  G R A D E
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FOURTH & FIFTH GRADE: ADVANCED BIBLE & 
CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS AND VALUES This 
event will be held on Saturday, Mar. 21, from 9:00-11:00am. 
In this combined 4th and 5th grade milestone event, 4th 
Grade children will receive an Advanced Bible, which 
will be used as they move on to youth programs. The 5th 
Graders will partake in a workshop on Christian relation-
ships and values. The 4th grade cost is $35 and the 5th 
grade cost is $10 for materials. Register online.

CONFIRMATION SEPT. 15-APR. 26 The Middle 
School Ministry at Bethlehem is focused on charging our 
student’s faith through learning what it means to belong 
to a community of  faith. Through a variety of  lessons 
and weekly activities–from eating and praying together, 
to playing games, we explore the foundations and  
expressions of  our relationship with God and one another. 
Students not only grow in their faith through studying 
the Bible and the Catechism, but also through an assort-
ment of  ministry opportunities. This journey of  spiritual 
growth brings the students to their Confirmation at the 
end of  their eighth grade year. 

Weekly Confirmation
Sundays            12:00-12:30pm  Fellowship and Food
            12:30-1:30pm Lg and Sm Group
    Reflection & Prayer
Wednesdays      6:30-7:30pm  Lg and Sm Group
    Reflection & Prayer

Important Dates for 8th Grade Confirmands:
Student/Parent Meeting   Jan. 12            
Confirmation Retreat  Feb. 7-8
Faith Stories Due  Mar. 22
Faith Interviews   Apr. 22 & 25
Dinner & Rehearsal  May 2, 6:00-8:00pm
Confirmation Ceremony  May 3, 2:00-3:30pm
Blessings of  Confirmands May 10 

YOUTH GROUP SEPT. 29-APR. 26 The High School 
Ministry at Bethlehem seeks to connect our students 
closer together, to our community, and to God. At 
Sunday night youth group, we look to challenge what 
students know, believe, and question. The curriculum is 
developed by our Leadership Team, a group of  students 
who work together with the adult leaders on issues  
relevant to their lives. From our Sunday night small 
groups to our different mission trips and service projects, 
we always seek to challenge ourselves to grow closer to 
God and one another.

Weekly Youth Group
Sundays            6:00-6:30pm  Fellowship and Food
            6:30-8:00pm Lg and Sm Group

WINTER “XTREME”RETREAT JAN. 24-26  This 
retreat is offered to 9-12th grade students Jan. 24-26 at 
Camp Timber-Lee in Wisconsin. The cost will be $125 and 
studens can register online. The WinterXtreme Retreat is 
a weekend full of  winter activities, bonfires, and worship 
all designed to bring us closer to each other and to God.

8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION RETREAT FEB. 7-8  
8th grade students and mentors are invited to Lake  
Geneva Conference Point Center. Attendance at the 
retreat is expected for all 8th graders planning to be 
confirmed. The retreat will give students a chance to 
build on peer relationships, and also gives them a unique 
opportunity to reflect on their faith journeys and what 
Confirmation has meant to them as they prepare their 
Faith Statement and look forward to their Confirmation 
Ceremony. The cost for the retreat is $125. 

Middle School
M I N I S T R Y

9

High School
M I N I S T R Y

Youth Ministry
E V E N T S



       Spring Guide

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER FEB. 25   
The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner is a fundraiser the 
night before Ash Wednesday where the Youth cook  
Pancakes and Sausages for the community. It’s a  
wonderful night of  fellowship that also helps us be  
able to subsidize trips, retreats, and events as well as  
provide scholarships when needed.
  
STOCKHOLDER’S MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 
MAR. 1, 8, & 15  The participants of  the Summer 
Mission Trip seek disciples who will take out stock in 
them and support their trip both prayerfully and  
financially. Upon the return of  the trip, stockholders  
are invited to come to a reception of  thanks and hear 
stories of  the trip.

EASTER BREAKFAST APR. 12  The Youth host an  
Annual breakfast on Easter Morning from 7:00-11:00am 
in Education Hall complete with pancakes, bacon and eggs. 
The congregation is invited to provide fresh-cut fruit and 
danishes to add to the menu. The free-will offering will 
go to the Youth Ministries. Bring your family and invite 
some friends to stop by for Easter Breakfast.

SERVICE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM MAY 3  
This year, 18 Confirmands will stand in front of  their 
church and family and publically profess their faith and 
accept the promises that were made at their baptism.  
Join us in praying for these students in their faith  
journeys and promising to continue to walk with them  
as they grow in Christ.

BACCALAUREATE SERVICE  MAY 17  On Sunday,  
May 17 at 10:45am, Bethlehem will celebrate and  
recognize our high school seniors as they graduate  
and embark on a new chapter in their life.

WORKCAMP JULY 5-12  This missions trip is  
offered to 6-12th grade students and will take place 
in Port Huron, MI. Workcamps are high-energy and 
action-packed, yet powerful and life-changing mission 
trips. In six short days, hundreds of  students from youth 
groups across the country repair and transform homes—
and strengthen and transform their own faith

LEADERSHIP LAB JULY 27-AUG. 1  This camp is 
offered to 8-12th grade students and adults at a cost 
of  $370 (early bird price) +$70 scholarship from BLC, 
that takes place at Augustana College in Rock Island, IL. 
Leadership Lab is a week designed to equip students and 
adults to be leaders in the church through captivating 
worship, fellowship with other students, and different 
activities at each level for incoming freshmen through 
college juniors. 

Music Ministries
Bethlehem enjoys a diverse and active music program. Our 
music program is one of  our core strengths, and we invite 
all who are interested to find an ensemble that brings them 
joy through the power of  music!  

SENIOR CHOIR Wednesday rehearsals from 7:00-
8:30pm. Sings weekly (as available) at 10:45am Traditional 
worship. Sunday call time is 10:30am. Questions? Contact  
Joshua McClure, joshua@bethlehemluth.org.

PRAISE TEAM & BAND REHEARSALS as scheduled.  
Participates at 8:30am (as assigned) Contemporary  
worship. Sunday call time is 7:20am. Questions? Contact  
Joshua McClure, joshua@bethlehemluth.org. 

ADULT BELL CHOIR (Sounds of  Joy) - Wednesday 
rehearsals from 6:00-7:00pm. Rings monthly at 10:45am 
worship. Sunday call time is 10:00am. Questions?  
Contact Michelle Fisher, michelle@bethlehemluth.org.

YOUTH BELL CHOIR (6-12th grade) - Wednesday 
rehearsals from 5:00-5:45pm. Rings monthly at 10:45am 
worship. Questions? Contact Linda Culley, 
linda@bethlehemluth.org.

INSTRUMENTALISTS (K-8th) - Wednesday rehearsals  
from 4:30-5:00pm. Participates in Sunday worship  
once a month. Questions? Contact Monica,  
joshua@bethlehemluth.org.

Music & Worship
M I N I S T R I E S  &  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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B E T H L E H E M  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

Worship Opportunities
Weekly worship at Bethlehem involves many loving hands 
and voices that support our liturgy – the work of  the  
people. Everyone has a place in worship outside of  the 
chair or pew you sit in. Where can you lend your hands or 
voice in worship?

ALTAR GUILD Participate in a small group, one month 
a year, in preparing communion (iron cloths, setup or 
baskets and chalices, etc.). Meets Saturdays to prep and 
Sundays after service(s) to clean up. Questions? Contact 
Debby Klapmeier, dklapmeier@att.net

FLOWERS Do you have a green thumb? Have an eye for 
floral arranging? Assistance is typically needed in this  
area during festival seasons (Advent or Easter). Questions? 
Contact Lynne Hepler, lynne@theschachtgroup.com.

ART & ENVIRONMENT TEAM Colors, arranging,  
fabric, paint – they all combine to move us to a new  
realm of  worship. Do you sew, paint, cut wood, etc.?  
Join this creative team that meets and works on a  
seasonal basis. Questions? Contact Dori Erwin Collins, 
dorierwincollins@sbcglobal.net.

GREETERS Share a smile and say a ‘hello’ as folk enter for 
worship! Sign up (as available) to stand outside the worship 
venue entrance and greet 15 minutes before worship.  
Questions? Contact Bill Warner for 8:30 worship, 
ww0680@comcast.net or Anita Clark for 10:45 worship, 
clandr8@aol.com

USHERS Distribute bulletins, collect registrations and  
offerings, assist with communion, and care for our congre-
gation during worship. Join a team that serves two months 
a year. Arrive 20 minutes before worship to prepare and 
stay for a few minutes afterwards to help clean up. 
Questions? Contact Gary Fagan, gary.a.fagan@gmail.com.

LAY READERS  Use your voice to lift up scripture in  
worship. Schedules are issued quarterly throughout the 
year. Please arrive 10 minutes before worship. The first 
reading occurs within the first 15 minutes of  each service. 
Contact Michelle Fisher, michelle@bethlehemluth.org.

WORSHIP ASSISTANT Use your voice to lead liturgy and 
prayers in worship. Sign up online as available. Questions?  
Contact: Rob Blount, robblount@uclabruins.com.

COMMUNION ASSISTANT Assist in serving the bread  
and wine in worship. Any disciple can serve in this way! 
Guidelines and training are available. Sign up online.  
Questions? Contact Christie Griffin for 8:30am worship,  
mrsgriffin13@gmail.com or Rick Beato for 10:45 worship,  
rickbeatophoto@comcast.net

PRAYER AUTHORS  Do you have the gift of  writing?  
Help compose the prayers of  the people for weekend  
worship. Guidelines and advice is available and the  
schedule is flexible. Questions? Contact John Volkening, 
johnvolkening@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY WORSHIP  Do you prefer a more intimate 
or casual environment for worship? Become involved in  
our Saturday evening worship – worship and communion 
assistants, readers, greeters, ushers are all areas of  need.  
Questions? Contact John Volkening, johnvolkening@
yahoo.com
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PASTOR SARAH’S INSTALLATION
SUNDAY, FEB. 23 - 9:30AM SERVICE

Pastor Sarah Rohde will be installed as Bethlehem’s next Lead 
Pastor. Bishop Yehiel Curry will be present to preach and to 
install Pastor Sarah. Please note: there will be only be one  
service on Sunday, Feb. 23, so that the whole Bethlehem 
community can be present for this significant day in our life 
together. (There will be a Saturday night service on 2/22).  
A time of  celebration in Fellowship Hall will follow worship. 

PENTECOST SERVICE & PICNIC  
AT POTTAWATOMIE PARK, MAY 31

Pentecost is a day of  promises fulfilled – a birthday  
celebration for the church. Celebrate outside (weather 
permitting) at Pottawattamie Park (St. Charles) at 10:00am 
with a fun festive service and cook-out to follow at 
11:00am. Bring a side-dish to share, picnic chairs or  
blanket, and be sure to wear red! 

FEED THE NEED 2020 FEB. 15 & 16 

This year, Bethlehem is ALL IN to join the fight against 
hunger and YOU are invited to help accomplish this goal: 
Over 6,000 volunteers packing over 1.2 million meals with 
Feed My Starving Children.

Bethlehem will serve together at various shifts throughout 
the weekend. You can sign up on the Building Community 
insert, visit the table on Sunday between services, or go 
online to sign up and learn more. Last year we had almost 
300 volunteers from BLC, this year we hope to match or 
exceed that number!  

       
Upcoming Events

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
1 145 N. 5TH AVE. • ST. CHARLES, IL 60174
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