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Interview with Guest of Honor
Joe R. Lansdale

by Cameron Pence
    Joe R. Lansdale is the author of forty-five novels and 
four hundred shorter works, including stories, essays, 
reviews, film and TV scripts, introductions, and magazine 
articles.
     His work has been made into films, Bubba Ho-Tep, 
Cold in July, as well as the acclaimed TV show, Hap and 
Leonard. He scripted a special Jonah Hex animated short, 
as well as the animated Batman film, Son of Batman. He 
has also written scripts for John Irvin, John Wells, and 
Ridley Scott.
     He has received numerous recognitions for his work. 
Among them the Edgar, for his crime novel The Bottoms, 
The Spur, for his historical western Paradise Sky, as 
well as ten Bram Stokers for his horror works. He has 
also received the 
Grandmaster Award 
and the Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
from The Horror 
Writers Association. 
He has been recognized 
for his contributions to 
comics with the Inkpot 
Life Achievement 
Award, and has received 
the British Fantasy 
Award, and has had 
two New York Times 
Notable Books. 

continued on page 2



2

Interview with Joe R. Lansdale
    
PCE: You have written books that 
cover several genres including murder 
mystery, westerns, and horror, but is 
there one genre you prefer over all the 
others?  If so, which genre and why?

JRL: I don’t really prefer one 
document over another. I kind of 
like them all. It depends on the 
moment. I do wish to write more 
Western related stories, however, 
and perhaps a tad more in the 
science fiction vein. But I don’t 
really have a preference. And I don’t 
prefer genre, per se. I like a good 
story.

PCE: People who read 
your work will notice you 
tend to blend genres, 
whether it’s horror 
elements mixed with 
murder mystery in The 
Bottoms; supernatural 
“weird west” fare found 
in the pages of Hell’s 

Bounty and Deadman’s Road, and, of 
course, humor mixed with action in 
the adventures of Hap and Leonard. 
Is this something you often set out to 
write or does it flow more naturally 
from the characters themselves?

JRL: I find it comes naturally, due 
to my liking so many different 
things, they bleed into each other 
without really thinking about it. 
I can do it some in a conscious 
manner, but I don’t prefer that. I 
like it to just happen. 

PCE: You have a knack 
for creating wonderfully 
interesting characters 
that, from time to time, 
make appearances 
across your books such 
as the womanizing 
and good-hearted 
Cason Statler from 
Leather Maiden and all 
around smart-mouthed, and equally 
dangerous, Jim Bob Luke from Cold 
In July. How do you decide which 
characters you want to bring back 
around in your other stories?

JRL: I don’t really have a plan. They 
just show up, like someone might 
at your door, someone you haven’t 
seen in a while, and suddenly, there 
they are. 

PCE: Who are some of the writers 
that have been most influential to you 
in your life and why?

JRL: Too many to list, but here 
are some: Jack London, Rudyard 
Kipling, Mark Twain, Edgar Rice 
Burroughs, Robert E. Howard, 
Richard Matheson, Robert Bloch, 
Charles Beaumont, Gerald Kersh, 
Ray Bradbury, Brian Garfield, 
John D. McDonald, Raymond 
Chandler, James Cain, Dashiell 
Hammett, Ernest Hemingway, 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Flannery 
O’Connor, William Faulkner, 
Carson McCullers, Harper Lee, 
Ellen Gilchrist, Philip Jose Farmer, 
Kit Reed, and on and on and on. 
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PCE: Your antagonists tend to be as 
varied and vicious as the many genres 
you have contributed to. Where 
does your inspiration come from for 
writing truly great bad guys?

JRL: Real life, and the sort of 
thought, how might I have turned 
out had this happened instead of 
what happened. Everyone has a 
reason they’re who they are, and 
they are heroes of their own story, 
as the old saying goes. Sometimes 
I like to keep the villain in the 
background, a kind of shadow 
figure where you find out who and 
what he or she is by how they affect 
other people. 

PCE: You are an accomplished 
martial artist, having been inducted 
into both the United States 
Martial Arts Hall of Fame and the 
International Martial Arts Hall of 
Fame.  To what extent does your 
passion for martial arts influence your 
writing?

JRL: Confidence. Dedication. 
Focus. Economy of motion. Will. 

PCE: In addition to writing several 
novels and short stories that have 
found their way to the screen, you 
have also written several screen plays.  
How differently do you approach 
these two forms of storytelling?  Does 
one offer a latitude that the other 
doesn’t?

JRL: Short stories are my favorite. 
I can dive into so many worlds, 
experimentations, ideas, and then 
move on to another. I love novels 
too, but short stories are my first 
love. Scripts are fun, but they 
always seem to involve someone 
else, and I like doing my own thing, 
though I can collaborate on scripts 
when I have to in film. Comics are 
a little like that, but not so much. 
I also like stage plays, essays, and 
other kinds of non-fiction. All of it 
in that order. 

PCE: What makes for a truly good 
mystery?

JRL: Good characters and dialogue, 
a central driving force, and good set 
pieces. 

PCE: What’s next for you?

JRL: Just finished up a novel, so 
some shorter work, but first, some 
rest. 

N N N
Cameron Pence is a committed Magna cum 
Murderer.  

Meet Joe R. Lansdale at

Magna cum Murder XXV 
October 25-27, 2019 

www.magnacummurder.com
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     In my youth, public libraries and 
all the floors of entertainment they 
offered were the key to years of joy for 
me, an avid reader, who delighted in 
the words on each page of every book 
I read.  I never gave much thought to 
who wrote these gems, or even to the 
fact that I was covering many genres.  
I was only interested in the escape 
from reality.  Honestly, making my 
bed and doing homework wasn’t a 
barrel of fun, but traveling the world 
with “people” I thought I knew was 
worth pushing through the day so that 
I could rejoin them.   
 

     Then in my teens, I received a letter 
from a prestigious university, inviting 
me to spend the next four years with 
them. And in the center of the campus 
was the library, a home away from 
home.  Only, this time the floors were 
filled with books that broadened my 
mind but offered little of the world I 
knew, fiction.  To get through those 
years, I found myself walking home 
with a stack of books, but these pages 
were concentrated on specific topics, 
even in French or German.  By the end 
of those critical years, I found that I 

had replaced fiction with nonfiction.  
There was something about the clear 
and concise nature of this latter 
category I appreciated. 
 

     Shortly upon my departure from 
university, I joined the nine-to-five 
crowd.  And again, survival meant 
purchasing books that related to my 
chosen field. 
 

     But to locate what I needed for 
success at work, I had to drive 
to the closest bookstore.  To my 
delight, some of my old friends, 
with new covers were sitting on the 
shelves, never too far from what I 
specifically needed. This time though, 
I discovered that the fascination 
formerly held had diminished.  They 
now joined my bills and other items 
that famously collected dust for a 
month.  Nine-to-five was really six-to-
eight, so I hardly gave this significant 
change a thought.  Until one evening, 
as I was channel surfing, I came upon 
a John Grisham movie, The Firm, 
and found myself glued to my seat, 
just as in my youth.  Something was 
reawakening, but it was in a specific 
category: the mystery.  As I lay in 

The Mystery of Mystery by Linda Watjen
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bed that night, I remembered all 
the famous detectives that had been 
part of my past.  While I wondered 
why this genre had such appeal 
while the Barbara-Cartland-styled 
novels no longer held my 
interest.  At that moment 
I questioned why this 
was the case. Why were 
nonfiction and mysteries 
my go-to book choices, 
while the others stayed 
with my bills, or on the 
store shelf?  Though the answer to this 
question was never important enough 
for me to try to find the cause, it has 
sat in the back of my mind for enough 
years, that I have decided to dig and 
see if I can address it. 
 

     I think the most obvious distinction 
is age.  Life experience often paves the 
path for change.  In my youth, I was 
innocent enough to believe that every 
man I might encounter would be 
dashing, titled and available.  Having 
had that bubble burst a few too many 
times, cynicism replaced gullibility.  
Airport bestsellers also proved to lack 
the hype that publishers promised 
in their advertising.  Category 
elimination is a way to narrow myself 

into these two classes, but does it 
really reveal the parallel?  

     Style was my next consideration. 
Having had the pleasure of meeting 
and observing the authors of both 

genres, I learned that 
though methods may vary, 
the construction of the 
materials was much the 
same.  While the mystery’s 
intent was to confuse the 
reader until the end, and 
nonfiction usually didn’t 

offer a solution until the last chapter, 
both were based upon experience 
and fact.  Each had researched their 
material and in many cases had had 
the pleasure of being hands on, so 
that by the last few words there was a 
clear and concise conclusion.  Yes, the 
names may have been changed in the 
mystery to protect the innocent, but 
should each style have been reversed, 
we would see similar categories, 
just relabeled. I concluded that each 
required enough reality dispersed 
through the pages that the reader was 
content with the conclusion.  That’s a 
sign of a good book.  
     

     Walking into my personal library 
introduced me to my third and 

Why were nonfiction 
and mysteries my go-
to book choices, while 
the others stayed with 

my bills, or on the store 
shelf?
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final distinction between these two 
groups.  One book case held the 
nonfiction that I have used and still 
refer to as needed.  Sadly, my career 
choice is more dynamic than static.  
However, history does repeat itself 
and being able to remind myself 
of circumstances that lead to each 
incident is priceless.  The next 
bookcase was filled with mysteries, 
pages bent and the binding barely 
hanging on, from the years of reading 
and rereading.  Famous names 
crammed the shelves: Agatha Christie, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Mary Higgins 
Clark, Tom Clancy, Alistair MacLean, 
and Charles Todd to name a few. 
Could this be the most important 
distinction… longevity?  Any mystery 
reader would certainly know these 
names and probably a few hundred 
more.  The names would apply to 

those that supported or represented 
my career.  Could this be why so many 
have been awarded, debated, and 
certainly read by, generations?
     

     A few more minutes in my personal 
library brought me to the conclusion 
that though I have discussed two 
categories, perhaps it may pertain to 
any well-written and often-referred-
to book.  It all comes down to one’s 
own personal taste.  And though many 
authors might prefer you to have 
some of their collection, it’s about the 
reader’s preference and what makes 
them want to spend their valuable free 
time absorbed in whatever book takes 
them on the best journey. 

N N N

Linda Watjen is a money manager who lives 
with a menagerie of rescues in Hockessin, 
Delaware.
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TIMELESS. ELEGANT. 
UNFORGETTABLE.

The Columbia Club offers a seamless fusion of 
tradition and contemporary, combined with a 
passion for uncompromising service, which 

creates an experience that is truly unforgettable.

121 Monument Circle
Indianapolis, IN 46204

317.767.1361

A five-star platinum club
and home to Magna cum Murder 

since 2014.
.
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Resurrection Bay
by Emma Viskic

A private investigator’s cop 
friend is murdered, and 
suspected of being crooked, 
which the investigator sets 
out to disprove at great 
personal peril in Emma 
Viskic’s Resurrection Bay.

Viskic’s Australian setting, and deaf 
protagonist, elevates a standard, but 
pretty fast-moving, crime novel.  A 
genuinely surprising ending involving 
a slew of deaths and one major betrayal 
adds value.  
     Resurrection Bay is the first in a series 
featuring Caleb Zelic, a popular run of 
novels in Australia which are just making 
it over to the states.  I liked it well enough 
to want to know what happens to Zelic 
next.  

Dark Sacred Night 
by Michael Connelly

Renee Ballard ran afoul of 
office politics and ended up 
on the overnight detective 
shift for the LAPD--called 
“The Late Show”--dealing 
with the carnival of night 
life on display regularly.  

But when she finds legendary retired 

detective Harry Bosch snooping through 
some old files, she ends up in the middle 
of a cold case on a murdered runaway in 
Dark Sacred Night. 

     I think Connelly’s Harry Bosch series 
is a landmark work in contemporary 
crime fiction.  He has, from time to 
time, introduced other series characters, 
including Ballard and The Lincoln 
Lawyer Mickey Haller (who has turned 
out to be Bosch’s half brother).  
     This is the first team-up between 
Ballard and Bosch, and it’s a solid, fast-
paced story, with a shaded-in-gray finale 
that ties the past cold case to an explosive 
present. 
      
      My Sister is a Serial Killer

by Oyinkan Braithwaite

A nurse, plain-speaking and 
plain-looking, is devoted 
to her spoiled, beautiful 
younger sister; so when her 
sister steadily dispatches 
her boyfriends for various 
offenses, she has no choice 

but help with the coverup in Oyinkan 
Braithwaite’s My Sister is a Serial Killer.       
     This darkly comic novel seems ready-
made for the movies in its breezy pacing 
and style.  Braithwaite earns points for 
the Nigerian setting, filled with corrupt 

Book Beat by John Dalton
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cops and a lackadaisical health care 
system, both of which contribute to 
the sister’s continued success in going 
without notice.

     Braithwaite’s novel is a fun read, with 
some darker subtexts woven throughout.

 
The Man Who Came Uptown

by George Pelecanos

A private detective helps a 
getaway driver get out of 
prison on a technicality, but 
then expects to be repaid 
in dangerous fashion, in 
George Pelecanos’ The Man 
Who Came Uptown. 
 

     Pelecanos is a great contemporary 
crime writer who has also made forays 
into popular television shows such as 
The Wire and The Deuce.  Most of his 
crime novels are set in Washington D.C., 
including this one.

     The push-pull in this story is between 
the getaway driver, who is trying to go 
straight; the private detective, who is 
starting to go crooked; the detective’s 
gradually reluctant partner; and a 
dissatisfied prison librarian who the 
driver meets up with once he is free.  
Throw in a lot of angry double-crossed 
criminals and the ending leaves nobody 
unscathed.

Forever and a Day
by Anthony Horowitz

Agent 007 is dead, so a 
new 007--named James 
Bond--sets out to avenge 
his predecessor’s death, 
and subsequently prevent 
an attack on America, in 
Anthony Horowitz’s Forever 
and a Day.    

    This is Horowitz’s second Bond 
novel, after Trigger Mortis, and like 
its predecessor this novel sits very 
comfortably in the Ian Fleming timeline 
and written in that classic style.  His last 
Bond novel took place immediately after 
Goldfinger, and this one slots in just 
before Casino Royale.

     Thus we have a rookie Bond, being 
helped along by an older, enigmatic 
freelance agent called Madame Sixtine.  
Horowitz has fun staging the origins of a 
lot of Bond’s interests and habits shown 
in later novels.  And of course, adds a 
couple of oversized villains orchestrating 
a Byzantine plot.

N N N

John Dalton is the Director of Communications 
and Marketing for Indiana University East in 
Richmond, Indiana, by day and a freelance 
writer by night.
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How well do you know the legends? P.D. James

     Dubbed the “Queen of Crime,” 
Phyllis Dorothy James (P.D. 
James) wrote several detective 
novels involving the character 
Adam Dalgliesh. While her novels 
revolved around tensions in enclosed 
communities, James has written 
in other genres as well, including a 
dystopian novel, a memoir, and a 
historically accurate murder mystery. 
She was decorated with the Order of 
the British Empire in 1983 and was 
named Baroness James, peer of the 
House of Lords in 1991. 

 

 

1. While her mother suffered from 
mental illness and was eventually 
institutionalized, her father was in 
what profession? 
 a. Tax Officer
 b. Police Officer
 c. Doctor 
 d. Writer 

2. At the age of 21, P.D. married 
Ernest Connor Bantry White and had 
two daughters. Their names were:
 a. Emily and Elizabeth
 b. Mary and Sophia
 c. Clare and Jane
 d. Maria and Dorothy 
 
3. Her husband served in World War 
II but how did he die?
 a. He died in war
 b. He died while being   
 hospitalized for mental illness
 c. He died in a car accident
 d. He died of pneumonia 

4. After her husband died, James 
studied what to support her family?
 a. Nursing
 b. Teaching
 c. Business Administration
 d. Hospital Administration 

5. After working in the field she 
studied, she took took a civil service 
exam and began working in what 
government department?
 a. IRS
 b. Criminal Policy
 c. Educational Resources
 d. Agricultural Resources 
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6. P.D. James published her first book 
in 1962. What was the title?
 a. Cover Her Face
 b. Innocent Blood
 c. The Maul and the Pear Tree
 d. An Unsuitable Job for a   
 Woman 

7. How many total novels are in the 
Adam Dalgliesh detective series?
 a.12
 b. 13
 c. 14
 d. 21 

8. P.D. James announced in 2011 that 
this novel was the last in the Dalgliesh 
series. What is the title?
 a. Death in Holy Orders
 b. The Private Patient
 c. The Murder Room
 d. The Lighthouse 

9. Her novel The Children of Men was 
turned into a major motion picture 
featuring Clive Owen and Julianne 
Moore. How many years were 
between the book release and the 
movie release?
 a. 12
 b. 13
 c. 14
 d. 21 

10. Adam Dalgliesh was an Inspector 
for the Metropolitan Police Service. 
What did he do in his spare time?
 a. Play Soccer
 b. Race Cars
 c. Read Books
 d. Write Poetry 

11. P.D. James was a member of the 
Royal Society of Arts and what other 
group?
 a. Society of Authors
 b. Royal Society of Literature  
 c. National Writers Union 
 d. National Association of   
 Writers 

12. Adam Dalgliesh was named after 
whom?
 a. Her father
 b. Her brother
 c. Her high school English   
 teacher
 d. Local librarian 

13. She did not become financially 
stable enough to write full time until 
what age?
 a. 50
 b. 52
 c. 58
 d. 60 

N N N 
Answers on page 14
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Magna cum Murder Registration Form
To pay by credit card, register online at magnacummurder.com

Name:________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________
City/State/Zip:_________________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________________
     If you have attended Magna before, which years?______________
     Select one or more that describes you: __Reader   __Vendor
     __Publisher/Agent/Editor    __Other      __Author (At least one full-length crime 
fiction or true crime novel or collection of short stories published in 2017 through 2019. Provide 
titles, publication dates, and publishers. E-mail information to magnacummurder@yahoo.com.) 
  Authors registered for entire weekend will be considered for panels, but program assignments are 
not guaranteed.
  

REGISTRATION OPTIONS (Per Person)
 __Full Weekend Registration - $295 (Includes everything) 
__Saturday Limited Registration - $175 (Banquet extra)
__Sunday Limited Registration - $75 (Includes lunch)
__Limited Vendor Registration - $155 (Vendor space extra)
__Spouse Meals - $200 (Includes meals only, must accompany a full weekend 
registration.)

EXTRAS
__Saturday Luncheon - $65 per person 
__Saturday Banquet Dinner - $95 per person 
__Vendor booth space with one table - $150
 __Vendor booth space with two tables - $200 
__Vendor booth space with three tables - $250  
  
Amount enclosed, payable to Ball State University:  $________  
No refunds after October 18, 2019. 
Mail to:  Magna cum Murder 
  E.B. & Bertha C. Ball Center 
  Ball State University 
  Muncie, IN 47306 
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Magna cum Murder XXV
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1. James’ father was a tax officer. She later worked for him through much of her  
    adolescence. 
2. Phyllis and her husband Ernest had two daughters named Clare and Jane.
3. After her husband returned from WWII, he suffered from schizophrenia and was     
     hospitalized on and off for the remainder of his life. 
4. James studied hospital administration in order to support her family when her
    husband was hospitalized. She went to work for the National Health Service until
    1968.
5. In 1968, she took a civil service exam and began working for the government. She
    eventually held a position as a senior employee in the Criminal Policy 
    Department. 
6. Her first book Cover Her Face was planned and written on her subway commute
    to and from work.  
7. There were 14 novels in the Dalgliesh series. 
8. The Private Patient is the last in the series.
9. There are 14 years between the book release and movie release - 1992 and 2004
    respectively. 
10. The character Adam Dalgliesh was a poet
    in his spare time.
11. James’ full title is Phyllis Dorothy James,
     Baroness James of Holland Park, OBE
     (Order of the British Empire), FRSA (Royal
     Society of Arts), FRSL (Royal Society of
     Literature).
12. Miss Dalgliesh was her high school
    English teacher, which became the last
    name of her main character.
13. Her fortunes suddenly changed in 1979
     when her publishers auctioned the
    American paperback and film rights to her
    books and she became stable enough to
    write full-time at the age of 60.

Answers to P.D. James Quiz  
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“The love may rave of his ruddy- 
     cheeked lass,
The sailor may sing of the sea;
And topers may tell of the charms of 
     the glass,
But books have more beauty for me.
A book is a treasure more precious
      than gold;
An heirloom bequeathed to mankind;
A casket of wisdom in which we 
      behold
The kingliest gems of the mind.”  
 
  -Alfred C. Brant 
  "The Bibliophile"

N

“To read without reflecting is like 
eating without digesting.”
  
  -Edmund Burke 
                                  N 
 
“He who lends a book is an idiot. He 
who returns the book is more of an 
idiot.”
  -Arabic proverb 

N

“The wise man reads both books and 
life itself.”
  -Lin Yutang

“If you plant a book deep enough 
in the soil it will come back every 
spring. Draughts cannot kill it. Nor 
frosts. Nor overhot suns. Nor overcold 
snows... It is alive? Does its nerve 
tingle when you touch it? Does it still 
answer you back life for life? Here 
is a book... made five hundred years 
before we commenced our Christian 
total of years. Is it a corpse? No. It 
still has red in its cheeks. Its eyes 
sparkle. Its handclasp is warm... You 
do not need to set back the clock to 
get contemporary with it... It takes 
me back and forward with equal ease. 
Time has nothing to do with [it]. It 
has bettered all the challenges of time. 
It has neither age nor youth. It has 
life.”
  -Horace Traubel 
(Review of the Chinese historical 
classic The Shu King, translated from 
the ancient text with a commentary by 
Walter Gorn Old, in The Conservator, 
March 1905.)

N

"The mere brute pleasure of reading 
-- the sort of pleasure a cow must have 
in grazing."
  -Lord Chesterfield

Quoth the Writer   Writers’ Observations on Writing
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