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Dear fellow Great Hearts North Phoenix families, 

Three and a half years ago, we left home schooling behind and enrolled all 

four of our kids into Great Hearts North Phoenix.   It was a rough transition 

from what we thought was a rigorous curriculum, to what we found was 

truly rigorous. We did adapt and overcome. What was difficult became the 

norm, and our children now embrace the rigors that were, at first, 

intimidating. 

I remember Mr. Huynh telling the parents that he believed he could teach 

anyone math and that all the Great Heart teachers were willing to put in the 

time to help their students be the best version of themselves. They certainly 

have pushed their limits of learning. This alleviated a lot of stress because I 

realized the teacher commitment to success was real. I saw this with Mrs. 

Kwan who saw the sense of wonder my son had for so many concepts. I also 

see it in the student led “parent” teacher conferences, where the parents are only there as witnesses, not as 

participants.  Great Hearts Academies have taught our family that our school is a partnership triangle between parent, 

teacher and student. 

In this environment, my completely introverted boys have blossomed into young men who can articulate their thoughts 

and reflections. The teachers have pulled what they saw in them and made a comfortable space to allow them and all 

the other students to speak up and ask questions. 

All our children have an athletic spirit. They have certainly enjoyed the school sports program and having their dad there 

to coach and cheer them on. Through it, they have made lasting friendships and memories. Being very active outside of 

school has pushed each of our children to learn time management and to manage competing priorities.  As a small 

school, students that would normally only be spectators, have had the ability to play in and participate in all the sports 

programs.  

We are so happy to be part of this great community.  With our Academy still in its infancy stage, we get to blaze the 

paths of traditions, standards, and legacies for all the future alumnus.  

With gratitude, 

Richard and Lisa Johnston 

Our partnership makes it possible. Please join us in supporting our school(s) Community Investment Campaign(s)! 

  Support your North Phoenix Prep Student        Support your Archway Student 

https://northphoenixprep.configio.com/moneyrequest?id=5
https://archwaynorthphoenix.configio.com/moneyrequest?id=2

