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By the Numbers
Rescued

1649

Adoptions

1625

Spay/Neuter
through our
program

1349

SNAP Program
Assistance

101

Food Pantry

500+

Humane
Hearts Therapy
Team Visits

1494

2018 was a great year!
2018 was an amazing and productive year for the HSFC. Within
this newsletter, I want to share our accomplishments and
provide you with more insight into our operation. I plan to also
highlight a few rescue stories where our assistance truly meant
the difference between life and death. We are so blessed to
have a dedicated team of employees, fosters, volunteers and
donors that made these accomplishments possible. Without
your generous support, many animals would not have received
our life saving help.
Thank you for your trust and faith in us. We work hard to fulfill
our purpose and live up to the expectations of our supporters.

2018 was a great year of accomplishments and I anticipate
2019 will be even better!
Vicki Rennick
President, Board of Directors

Spike, maybe the sweetest guy ever!
Spike came to us with a terrible staph skin infection. It started because of a
reaction to cheap topical flea treatment. For 6 months now we have been
working to find effective antibiotics. He is resistant to most. After a visit to a
specialist, we believe we have him on the road to recovery!
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Our Medical Clinic is a big deal!
We had long dreamed of being able
to do more of our medical
procedures on-site. In 2018, that
dream became a reality. We
reached a point where the volume
of animals coming through our
program made it cost effective to
perform most medical procedures
on-site. We received an
anonymous donation that allowed
us to renovate the Mitchell building
which now houses our surgical
facility, hired Dr. Sue Kascher as
our staff veterinarian and away we
went! In addition to the financial
benefit to the society, the benefit to
the animals is also important. They
are no longer transported to an offsite facility and that greatly reduces

their stress.
We were also able to offer medical
services to the community.
Another much needed service to
support the animals.
Our clinic has been a big success.
Dr. Sue and her team stay busy with
a full appointment book.
We now offer check-ups, teeth
cleaning, heartworm testing &
treatment, heartworm and flea
preventatives, and many other
medical services. It is very
rewarding to see people getting the
basic medical care for their pets
that they couldn’t afford previously.

Just recently a pet owner appeared
with a little dog needing an
emergency C-Section. She had
been quoted prices she simply
could not afford. She was
desperate to get help for her little
dog because she knew it was a lifethreatening situation and she truly
loved her sweet pet. Thankfully, we
had the ability to help and
performed that life-saving
procedure immediately. Mama and
most of the babies survived and are
doing well.

Evan

Evan came to us in terrible shape. He had two different hernias and one was
very serious. One was in his peritoneal area and it was so large he could not
go to the bathroom. He had become septic from his own waste and was
quickly declining. If we had not taken him and gotten the surgery he needed
immediately, he would have died. Evan’s recovery took about 3 months and
he will always need a special diet. However, he was adopted into a loving
home who understand he needs and is willing to provide for him.
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Our Support to the
Community
We don’t just rescue and re-home
animals through our adoption program,
we offer other services to the
community that help those in need.
These programs are focused for the lowincome community who needs help
with their pets.
OUR SNAP PROGRAM

OUR PET FOOD PANTRY

Our Spay Neuter Assistance Program
(SNAP) is available to low-income
families who need help getting their
pets altered. Last year, we were able
to help 101 animals through the
program but that is not enough. We
want to help more so that the
unwanted animal population is
reduced in Forsyth County. On a few
occasions, we have had owners bring
in animals to be sterilized through this
program and upon medical
examination learned they were already
pregnant. We reached out to the
owner, explained the situation and
agreed to temporarily take the animal
into our program so they could have
their babies in a safe and comfortable
environment. After mom weaned her
babies, we performed her spay and
returned her to her owner. We also
found homes for all the babies. If you
know of anyone who may need
assistance, please refer him or her to
our shelter.

Many years ago when the stock market crashed and many people lost their
jobs we saw a large spike in owners surrendering their pets. That sad fact
was they did not have the money to feed their pet(s) anymore. We saw a big
need in the community and sprung into action to create our Pet Food Pantry.
It was a pet saving action that allowed many people to keep their beloved
pets. Fast forward to today, we are still feeding over 500 animals in Forsyth
County through this program. It is available to low-income families and
ensures their loving companion has enough to eat. If you know of anyone
who may need assistance through this program, please refer him or her to
our shelter.

Sweet Maggie Mae arrived from a rural shelter near the Tennessee border in dire condition. She had
miscarried 7 kittens, but not aborted them and they were decomposing inside her body. She was septic, had
double pneumonia and was in critical condition. An emergency surgery to remove the kittens, 10 days in intensive care
with an off-site veterinarian, and then 3 months of antibiotics led to her full recovery. She was adopted into a loving home
and is doing well.

3

Humane Society of Forsyth County

Newsletter, February 2019

Heartworm Prevention
Heartworm prevention is an important concern for every pet
owner. Prevention is an important part of providing essential care,
and heartworm disease prevention for your pets is something
every owner can do. Consider this:
•

Mosquitoes spread heartworms, so any area of the
country that has mosquitoes—even just a few of them—
can also have heartworm disease.

•

Dogs don’t just need prevention during warm-weather months.
Heartworm preventives work by treating heartworms that already infected the pet
within the past month or longer; meanwhile, preventives need to be given on time, every
time to be effective. That’s why the American Heartworm Society recommends year-round heartworm
prevention for pets.

•

The American Heartworm Society estimates that more than a million dogs in the U.S. have heartworm disease—and
heartworm disease can be fatal.

•

Cats and ferrets can also get heartworm disease.

•

Heartworm preventives are safe, relatively inexpensive and easy to give, but if a dog becomes infected, heartworm
treatment can be costly and difficult, requiring multiple veterinary visits and months of exercise restriction.

•

While there are drug-free strategies owners can put in place to reduce a pet’s exposure to mosquitoes, there’s no
such thing as a “natural” heartworm preventives.

The Yorkie Hoard
This is a story of success and joy. Mid-year a rural
municipal shelter contacted us asking for our help.
There was a group of Yorkshire Terriers and Yorkie
mixes which had been confiscated from a hoarding
case. This picture is the “after” photos, the before
pictures were quite different. These precious dogs
had lived their entire lives in a small room, covered
in their own filth. Rarely had they received fresh
food or clean water. Of course, we said yes!
Once we got them, we quickly learned there was a
lot of work to do. They were all older dogs that
had never received routine medical care and
none were altered. Our first order of business
was getting these sweet and grateful dogs
clean, spayed & neutered and medically
healthy. Lot’s of surgery, teeth extractions
and vaccinations got them in good physical
shape. Karin Hansen, who is a professional
groomer, volunteered her services and after
her visit they looked beautiful. After about 6
weeks, we had this group healthy and ready
for their forever homes. Every one of them
was adopted the weekend they became available.

4

Humane Society of Forsyth County

Newsletter, February 2019
IT TAKES A LOT TO SAVE ONE ANIMAL

This is Dozer and Roxy, they could really use
your help. They’ve been waiting about 5
months now for their forever family. They
are siblings and about 3 years old. Dozer
has a sweet and fun loving personality.
Roxy is shy at first and very submissive but
quickly warms up. Both enjoy spending
time with people and are very affectionate.
They both walk well on a leash and enjoy
playing with toys and taking long hikes.
Dozer and Roxy are bonded to each other so
a home with room for two big dogs would be
ideal. They would also benefit from an
active family with a large fenced backyard.

On the first page, you may have noticed we rescued 1649 animals last
year and adopted out 1625. Worry not; those remaining animals are
safe and sound. They were just waiting for their forever family. We
generally get about 80% of our animals out of municipal shelters,
where they are in danger of being euthanized. Last year, it was 1168
of them. In order to make that happen, we must visit our partner
shelters on a regular basis to temperament test and identify the
animals we can help. For most partners, it is weekly or more
frequently. These animals are often still on a stray-hold status and we
can’t take them that day. After the stray-hold is over, we go back and
get them. We have three primary partner shelters: Forsyth, Hall &
Pickens but we pull from many more rural shelters in desperate need
of help. We recently went all the way to Augusta, GA to secure the
safety of an at-risk litter. We are all over Georgia helping rural shelters
save lives. So, before they ever make it to our facility we have put
many miles and hours into the selection process. A small group
volunteers experienced with the process and with transporting
multiple animals accomplish this with some of our paid staff.
Once at our facility, they receive a comprehensive medical
examination. Many of the animals we take in are ill or injured so they
are given the medicines or medical care they need to recover. Some
need emotional support and go into foster care until their spirit has
been restored. Once recovered, they then start the appropriate
vaccination protocol and are spayed or neutered. Sometimes, this can
happen quickly with a healthy animal but often times we put weeks
and even months into getting them healthy.
Finally they are ready for their forever home. We are blessed with a
wonderful staff at our shelter that handles all these processes
efficiently and with great attention to the animal.
It takes a lot of time to save one previous life and we do it 1600+
times a year!

Our Humane Hearts Therapy Dog Teams
We are so blessed to have a strong volunteer group in this area. We have 70 dog/owner teams who made 1494 visits last
year. The Certified Therapy/AKC Canine Good Citizen dogs can take anything that comes their way. They visit elementary,
middle and high schools in Forsyth, Gwinnett and Fulton County, assisted living facilities, participate in Paws to Read Programs
and Stress Pup Programs at local libraries, Homeless Pet Clubs in participating schools, local hospice programs and participate
in Forsyth County Summer Programs. These teams are very active! There is nothing more touching that seeing once dim eyes
light up at the touch of a moist nose, or more rewarding than watching a child too insecure to read out loud in class feel
comfortable enough to read to a furry friend or knowing a child that rarely communicates is now asking for the “doggy”. The
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THANK YOU
You come to us with your support in so many ways. As a
individual donor, foster, volunteer, corporate sponsor,
event sponsor, veterinary partner, business partner or
employee. Every one of you is an important part of this
great organization and you make our accomplishments
possible. We could not do this without you. Thank you so
much for your support and we hope to see it continue.
With you, we can do so much good for the helpless and
homeless animals in our community.

Upcoming Events….
Cherry Street Spring Beer & Family Festival, April 13th
Bark & Boogie Ball, October 12th

We hope you join us!

ADOPT

FOSTER

DONATE

VOLUNTEER

If you would like to adopt, foster, volunteer or donate, we can really
use your help! Please visit our website for more information on how
you can be a hero to an animal in need.

www.forsythpets.org
4440 Keith Bridge Road, Cumming, GA
770-887-6480

