
NQP CBOs Hosting Community Health Forums Across Queens and Nassau County  

The 23 Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) who have partnered with NQP through NQP’s $1.1 
million CBO Innovation Fund are hosting community health forums designed to educate patients, 
families, and community stakeholders about alternatives to the emergency room, chronic disease 
management, and healthy lifestyles among other topics. So far, 11 community health forums were held 
this year with more expected to occur throughout the year. 

Each of the CBOs will host at least one community health forum during the year in Queens or Nassau 
county. These grass root organizations provide services such as social services, food, housing, 
community education, and employment placement, which can help shape and improve the overall 
health of a community. 

“New York State is a nationwide pioneer in including the social determinants of health such as food, 
housing, and transportation as a critical component of health care,” says John Javis, NQP’s director of 
behavioral health. “If a person has unstable housing or lacks access to food and transportation, getting 
to medical appointments and taking medications may not be a priority to them. The health care system 
of the future will need to feature a collaboration of care between hospitals, primary care offices, 
behavioral health providers and the community-based organizations”.   

The often multilingual community health forums are hosted in various locations and provide an array of 
health-related activities and resources such as medication literacy; eating and fitness activities; blood 
pressure screenings; eye exams; diabetes risk assessments; HIV tests; Zumba classes; weight assessment 
and management; disease prevention workshops; health lifestyles; and various health information.

At the forums, the CBOs distribute NQP’s Community Health Assessment Survey to attendees in order to 
capture feedback regarding health issues that are important to the community, engage the community 
in the delivery of health care, identify gaps, and develop solutions.  

In addition to hosting health forums, the CBOs share data with NQP regarding referrals they are making 
to local health care providers (e.g., hospitals, health centers, etc.) and are participating in trainings 
related to value-based payment, cultural competency, and health literacy.

The 23 participating CBOs include EMG Health Communications, Inc.; First Jamaica Community and 
Urban Development Corporation; Friends of the Glen Cove Youth Board, Inc.; Gateway Youth Outreach; 
Glory House Recovery; Haitian American Family of Long Island, Inc.; Hempstead Hispanic Civic 
Association; Hispanic Brotherhood, Inc.; Long Island Coalition for the Homeless; Long Island Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence (LICADD); Long Island Hispanic Pastoral Association; Make The Road 
New York; Mental Health Association of New York State (MHANYS); New York Association OF Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation Services, Inc. (NYAPRS); New York Racetrack Chaplaincy; Ocean Bay Community 
Development Corporation; Peace Valley Haven,  Inc.; Queens Library Foundation, Inc.; Rockaway 
Waterfront Alliance; Rockaway Youth Task Force; Uniondale Community Council, Inc.; United Veterans 
Beacon House; and Venture House, Inc. 

For further information, email Bryan Valentin, NQP’s community project coordinator, at 
Bvalentin@nqpps.org. 


