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מּו, נחמּו עמינח  
 

We note with sorrow the passing of 

 

Gladys Rosen 

Irving Beer 

Muriel Barker 

Annette Wallen 

Jay Martin Weiner, brother of Jerry Weiner 

Roberta R. Marcus, mother of Evan Marcus 

Charlotte Schwimmer, mother of Steven Schwimmer 

 

May the Lord console and sustain you, 

 together with all the mourners for  Zion  and 

Jerusalem. 
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Join Coffee & Schmooze with  
Rabbi Salston! 

Mondays from 10am to 11am 
January 4, 11, 18 & 25 

Meeting: 943 0394 9434 
                 Password 226478 

     
 
 

 
Tea Time with Rabbi Salston is back! 

Mondays from 8pm to 9pm 
January 11 & 25 

Meeting ID: 920 4365 9295  
Password 699631 

 
 
 

Coffee & Commentary with Rabbi Salston! 
Wednesdays from 11am to 12:00pm 

January 6, 13, 20, 27 

 
 

Rabbi Roth’s  Nosh & Knowledge Series: 
Jewish Ethics & the Marketplace  
Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm  
Tuesdays, 8:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

January 5, 12, 19 &  26  
Zoom Meeting ID: 993 3007 5757 

Password:  077431 
 
   
 

RELIGIOUS SERVICES VIA  ZOOM 

Go to Zoom.US or dial +1 929-205-6099 
 

Sunday through Thursday—7:30 p.m. 

Meeting ID: 992  9922 2789  

Password: 609729 

FRIDAY EVENING 

Kabbalat shabbat— 6:30 p.m. 

Shmooze time after services 

 

SHABBAT MORNING 

Shmooze Time—9:00 a.m. 

Shabbat 9:30 a.m. 

Followed by virtual kiddush and schmooze 

 

HAVDALAH AT END OF SHABBAT 

 

Got to Zoom.us or dial +1 929 436 2866 

Meeting Id:  940 7714  6714 

Password:  215407 

Audio only (No video) 929-205-6099 

 

 SHABBAT ENDS 

   

Jan. 2                   5:26 PM 

Jan. 9                   5:32 PM 

Jan. 16                5:40 PM 

Jan. 23                5:47 PM 

Jan. 30                5:55 PM 

 

 

 

 

   CANDLELIGHTING 

 

JAN. 1                   4:22 PM 

JAN. 8                  4:28 PM 

JAN. 15               4:36 PM 

JAN. 22               4:44 PM 

JAN. 29 4:52 PM 

 

 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zX3kDsiVVVpiriOtwIZltqbVIKKcesTe5RRbyApyqAmjO-iRcvXL1BRaWU01bBzZmL9npCUMXRuKdUJEcZLd9MOeJwhlCDWX2rGGR1ly61hVbA1eRoDdOwG5Q82ddyF_L20EDAxvAAnrq9st-UBl5vEqQhE9lY8u2bjRY26rjf-3kyookBMmBhfaekUSgK3qLDUgJsv2J5edK6b_YnqzrmtnSsOcdXXr&c=B
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zX3kDsiVVVpiriOtwIZltqbVIKKcesTe5RRbyApyqAmjO-iRcvXL1DhmhQLAxXgsTDrF_0KI7Eh7VhgtFpPDxKNVxtcwEDhdRkeUFBmZaNNZWy-UPnL26wtAYcIqGBumEhO2nM1D7iCbwzzxAt2BvIQsn-DGYqJd472DsUVwWFAYqWdqKY8snqZpbt7x6sAqYAymluCohxVkDv3lEevjfA==&c=BISkmcYfp
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS 
Rabbi Rachel Salston 

 Shalom!  Last month, I addressed the importance of honoring all of the founders of our 
institutions in our physical monuments.  Every single day of the year, at least three times a day, 
we have the opportunity to honor our founders.  When we recite the Amidah, which means 
“standing”, we stand before God as a Jewish community, and have an open door to make peti-
tionary prayer.  In order to open that door, the door to God’s Divine Compassion, we begin with 
shevah, “praise”.   We thank God for the good that God has performed for us in the past; we re-
mind God that it is God’s nature to be generous and patient with us and with our ancestors. 
 
 The Amidah begins with the brakhah called the Avot.  As many of you may know, the He-
brew language classically has no gender neutrality.  There are masculine nouns and feminine 
nouns.  An anonymous person or group, whether in Ancient or in Modern Hebrew, is masculine 
by default.  For example, a group of students of mixed gender would be called a group of talmi-
dim, while a group of female students are called talmidot.  Even if, as I learned in Hebrew 
School, there are ten thousand females and one male, the collective noun defaults to mascu-
line.  
 
 The Hebrew word av means father.  Abba, used in Modern Hebrew for the more endear-
ing “Dad”, is actually the Aramaic form of the word.  Avot, the plural, can simply be translated as 
“fathers”, but we can understand it also as the gender-neutral “ancestors”.   When we begin our 
prayers, standing before God, do we stand before the God of our Male Forefathers or the God of 
all of our Ancestors? 
 
As a reminder, the form of the blessing found in the 1985 edition (the Full Sim Shalom) of Siddur 
Sim Shalom reads, 

ה ה' א   רּוְך ַאתָּ ינּו ֵוא -בָּ ינּו א  -ֹלֵהֵֽ ם א  -ֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֵֽ הָּ ק ֵוא -ֹלֵהי ַאְברָּ אֵ -ֹלֵהי ִיְצחָּ דֹול הַ -ֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב הָּ ִגבֹור ל ַהגָּ
א אֵ  בֹות ּוֵמִביא גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ְבֵניֶהם ְלַמֵֽ -ְוַהּנֹורָּ ִדים טֹוִבים ְוקֹוֵנה ַהֹכל ְוזֹוֵכר ַחְסֵדי אָּ ַען ל ֶעְליֹון גֹוֵמל ֲחסָּ

ם. הָּ ֵגן ַאְברָּ ה ה' מָּ רּוְך ַאתָּ ֵגן. בָּ יַע ּומָּ ֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּומֹוִשֵֽ ה. ֶמֵֽ  ְשמֹו ְבַאֲהבָּ
Praised are You, Lord our God and God of our ancestors, God of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, great, mighty, awesome, exalted God who bestows loving-
kindness, Creator of all.  You remember the pious deeds of our ancestors and will 
send a redeemer to their children’s children because of Your loving nature.  You 
are the King who helps and saves and shields.   Praised are You, Lord, Shield of 
Abraham. 
 

The blessing aims to remind Hashem explicitly of the righteous deeds of Avraham, Yitzhak, and 
Ya’akov.  Each of our three forefathers had a personal relationship with the Holy Blessing One. 
We even call God by the epithet from Parshat Lekh Lekha, in which God promises to be a Shield 
to Avraham.  All of this emphasizes that God built a Covenant with the first Jews, which stands 
in perpetuity with us, their descendants today. 
 
 It is fitting that we invoke the names of our forefathers and their hesed, their lovingkind-
ness, before we continue with our prayers and ask for gifts such as wisdom, forgiveness, justice, 
mercy, and peace.  But we know that we are not only descended from righteous men; the men 
of Bereshit had wives, wives who are explicitly named and illustrated parallel to their husbands' 
stories.  Sarah, Rivkah, Leah, and Rahel.  We know that each of these women had personal 
prayer relationships with God; they all pray to the Holy Blessing One regarding pregnancy and 
motherhood.  Our foremothers’ merits allowed the covenant to be established and to continue, 
both by physically carrying the next generations, and by their conversations with God.  So why 
not add to our reminder of the good history of our people the names of these righteous women 
who co-founded our religion? 
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Many have argued in the past that, when we pray invoking the Avot, we are implicitly in-

voking our Avot v’Imahot; that is, by praying using the names of our Ancestors, we are implying 
our Forefathers and Foremothers (Imahot is the plural of eim, mother).  To pray to the God of 
Isaac is to pray to the God of Rebecca, one might argue.  But we know that these women had 
their own stories.  Indeed, in Parshat Toldot, Yitzhak speaks to Hashem, praying for Rivkah to 
become pregnant.  Once she is pregnant with the fighting twins, Rivkah herself calls out to Ha-
shem to ask why she is suffering so much.  God answers both of their cries.  God has a personal 
relationship with each of our ancestors, male and female.  God has a personal relationship with 
each one of us, no matter our gender.  

 
 Acknowledging this fundamental Jewish belief, throughout the late 20th century, many 
Jewish communities, Reconstructionist, Reform, and Conservative alike, began to include the 
names of the Matriarchs in this first blessing of the Amidah.  Many Rabbis decided this liturgical 
change for their synagogues.  Notably among them was my Conservative Judaism professor, 
Rabbi Dr. Joel E. Rembaum of Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles, who authored a teshuvah, re-
sponsum, asserting the halakhic permissibility of the inclusion of the Matriarchs.  This position 
was adopted as a valid halakhic, Jewish legal option for Conservative rabbis and synagogues,  in 
March of 1990. 
 

To clarify how the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards, the halakhah committee of 
the Rabbinical Assembly functions, know that the passing of a teshuvah indicates that such a po-
sition is valid for a Conservative community to adopt.  It is not binding, mandated top-down;  ra-
ther each rabbi is the mara d’atra (Master, or in in my case, I suppose Matron of the Place) of her 
synagogue. and is empowered to make the decision that is appropriate for that community, 
knowing that any prior humrah (stricture) remains a valid position.  A good example of how this 
functions in our lives is the 2020 teshuvah permitting the use of Zoom on Shabbat and Holidays, 
and how a minyan may be counted in such a service.  Some Conservative synagogues use 
Zoom to count a minyan, and recite the entire liturgy on a Shabbat morning, including reading 
from a Torah scroll.  Some Conservative synagogues do not use Zoom at all on Shabbat.  Some 
do so without counting a minyan.  Using all of the halakhic data available to me, I have ruled that 
we may pray together on Zoom on Shabbat on Holidays, but we do not count a minyan unless 
ten adult Jews are in the same physical space (Mourners’ Kaddish is an exception).  All of these 
opinions are valid, and all of these rabbis and synagogues are part of the Conservative Move-
ment. 

 
Returning to our previous topic, since 1990, more and more Conservative synagogues, 

yet not all, have chosen to include the names of the Imahot, Matriarchs, to affirm that the Holy 
Blessing One built a Covenant with all of our ancestors, not just the men.  To reflect this liturgical 
option and the value of halakhic pluralism, all subsequent editions of the Conservative Move-
ment’s siddurim provide two options for the first brakhah of the Amidah.  The 1998 Siddur Sim 
Shalom for Shabbat and Festivals has two pages at the beginning of each recitation of the Ami-
dah, a page “a” and a page “b”.  Page “b” begins as follows, 

 
ה ה' א   רּוְך ַאתָּ ינּו ֵוא -בָּ ינּו א  -ֹלֵהֵֽ ם א  -ֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוֵתֵֽ הָּ ק ֵוא -ֹלֵהי ַאְברָּ ה א  -ֹלֵהי ַיֲעֹקב א  -ֹלֵהי ִיְצחָּ רָּ ה א  -ֹלֵהי שָּ -ֹלֵהי ִרְבקָּ

ֵחל ֵוא  אֵ -ֹלֵהי רָּ ה הָּ א אֵ -ֹלֵהי ֵלאָּ דֹול ַהִגבֹור ְוַהּנֹורָּ ִדים טֹוִבים ְוקֹוֵנה ַהֹכל ְוזֹו-ל ַהגָּ בֹות ּוֵמִביא ל ֶעְליֹון גֹוֵמל ֲחסָּ ֵכר ַחְסֵדי אָּ
ה ה רּוְך ַאתָּ ֵגן. בָּ ה. ֶמֶלְך עֹוֵזר ּופֹוֵקד ּומֹוִשיַע ּומָּ ַען ְשמֹו ְבַאֲהבָּ ה.’ גֹוֵאל ִלְבֵני ְבֵניֶהם ְלַמֵֽ רָּ ם ּופֹוֵקד שָּ הָּ ֵגן ַאְברָּ  מָּ

 
Praised are You Adonai, our God and God of our ancestors, God of Abraham, Isaac, and  
Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah, great mighty, awesome, exalted God who be 
stows lovingkindness, Creator of all.  You remember the pious deeds of our ancestors,  
and will send a redeemer to their children’s children because of Your loving nature.  You  
are the Sovereign who helps and guards, saves and shields.  Praised are You Adonai,  
Shield of Abraham and Guardian of Sarah. 
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This version of the blessing has already been authorized by rabbis of the FLJC/CBI for 

several years.  The ruling had been that the version used was at the discretion of the prayer 
leader.  This past year, our Religious Affairs Committee voted unanimously to advise me, your 
Mara d’Atra, to implement our transition from nearly exclusively reciting page “a” to nearly ex-
clusively reciting page “b”.  I know it can be challenging to alter the words that we are so accus-
tomed to praying; however, the inclusion of more of our ancestors is an important public state-
ment of our community’s value of appreciation for all our founders, and for inclusion of people 
of all genders.  The transition to a gender-inclusive version of the brakhah is consistent with the 
way that other prayers in our fixed liturgy have evolved over the centuries. 

 
As I addressed on the High Holidays, and when I led Shabbat Shaharit with the Avot   

v’Imahot on 12/19/20, because of my ruling (addressed earlier in this article) on not counting a 
minyan via Zoom, the shlihah or shaliah tzibbur (emissary of the community, the prayer leader) 
is not serving the same role that she or he would usually serve in a physically-gathered minyan. 
Instead of beginning or repeating the Amidah on behalf of the community, the Zoom prayer 
leader is actually saying her individual prayer aloud.  This presents a rather elegant means of 
transitioning towards more inclusive liturgy -- as always, anyone is welcome to recite whichever 
form of the prayer (from a Conservative Movement siddur) that speaks to their heart.  If you 
have not davened with the Imahot until now, I encourage you to try it.  Experiment.  Discover 
how it feels to invoke more of your ancestors in your prayer.   

 
For the time being, while I strongly encourage reciting the gender-inclusive ver-

sion of the brakhah, if you are leading the shul in Zoom davening, you may recite either 
the Avot or Avot v’Imahot.   

 
When, soon, God willing, with the help of our prayers, Zehut Avoteinu v’Imoteinu 

(the merits of our ancestors), medical care and research, and the distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, we are able to return to the sanctuary and daven together in person, 
we will reassess what words should be recited.   

 
For now, may the God of our Foremothers and Forefathers bless us all with health and a 

feeling of connection to our Jewish community, and to the Jews who came before us.  
 
 Shalom. 

 

JBI INTERNATIONAL 
 
 

JBI International was established in 1931 as the Jewish Braille Institute.  It provides the blind,  
visually impaired and reading disabled with free books, magazines, and special  

publications of Jewish and general interest in Audio, Large Print and Braille. 
 

JBI enables individuals with diminished vision to understand and participate in the cultural life  
of their communities.  Their unique programs enrich the lives of more than 35,000  

individuals of all backgrounds and ages in the United States, Israel, and around the world. 
For more information and to donate, to go jbilibrary.org 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Abe Adler 
 

Year in and year out, gyms get most of their new members in January, right after people make 
their New Year’s resolutions to lose weight.  Consequently, gyms are busiest in January.  By 
February, most new members drop out, so wait times for equipment drift back to normal for the 
die-hard, long-time members.   

Not happening this year. 

I was one of the very first members at the New York Sports Club on Wall Street, down the 
block from Federal Hall.  I think that was in 1995.  I loved going to the gym, not only because 
of the benefits of exercise, but also because gym time allowed me to reflect about what hap-
pened during the past day, and to plan for what I would do in the day to come. 

2020 is done.  Finished.  Over. As Howie Rose, sports announcer for the New York Mets, 
would say “Put it in the Books!” 

Everything we endure, including successes and failures, challenges and pleasant surprises, 
should serve as a lesson for how to prepare for the future.  However, the best risk managers 
also know that it's a mistake to assume that what just happened will continue, and that simula-
tions for the future can be derived by looking at past events.  The pandemic makes that lesson 
very clear. 

Yes, we didn’t commute, party, attend theater, sports, or live entertainment.   How did you use 
your “extra” time this past year?  Did you take some online classes?  Read books that you nev-
er had the time for?  Reconnect with nature?  Contact old friends by phone or online?  Despite 
the tremendous challenges and hardships the past year has thrown everyone, if you were for-
tunate to stay healthy, did you thank Hashem and make the most of the added time you were 
gifted?   

If you used your time productively, then you are best positioned emotionally to embrace what-
ever 2021 brings.  Because that is what we can control - how we use our time.   

In 2021, G-d willing, we will celebrate 70 years of the Fair Lawn Jewish Center, including its 
families, members and its service to and relationship with the community.  We have much to 
be thankful for, much to reminisce about, and many accomplishments to celebrate.  The Annu-
al Journal Gala is also a springboard for the future of our beloved Center.  Strong communities 
always acknowledge their past and learn from it, and are also forward looking. Strong commu-
nites always accept change and prepar for the future. With G-d’s help, 2021 will be a better 
year than 2020, and may even be a great year, one filled with good health for all, and an op-
portunity for us to celebrate an important milestone for our community. 

2021 is here!  I hope you are ready - I know I am! 

Stay safe.  Stay Strong.  Stay in touch. 

           Abe 
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERING 

Steven Schwimmer 
 
 

Dear Fellow Congregants, 
 
Happy and healthy New Year to all!  May we all have a healthier, happier, less contentious and 
more peaceful 2021. 
 
Part II of The Epic Journey: 
The 1980’s were formative years for many of us baby boomers.  We were busy raising our 
young families, focusing on our careers, setting roots in the community, and, for Eileen and me, 
driving on the Cross-Bronx Expressway to visit my family on Long Island.   So, I was surprised, 
flattered, and more than a bit apprehensive when a number of visionary officers anticipated the 
need for a generational transformation in FLJC leadership, and reached out to some of my con-
temporaries and me to join the Board.  I might point out, from my perspective, not every Board 
member was anxious to relinquish his position of influence to us youngsters, but eventually we 
demonstrated our capabilities, and managed to gain almost everyone’s trust.  In general, this 
group of elder statesmen, past-presidents and leaders served as mentors and role models, un-
der whose guidance we observed and learned about the inner workings of our religious institu-
tion, and witnessed some very spirited discussions.  We learned how to navigate the nexus of 
religion, politics and economics; and we formed relationships that helped us develop as leaders. 
As for me, I was particularly inspired by men of that era who always seemed to have great per-
spective and insight; past-presidents such as Julian Bornstein, George Haar, Walter Schwartz, 
Herb Goodman, Irv Kaplan and Len Margolis, and distinguished and dedicated Board members 
such as Irving Sklaver, Charlie Honig, Joel Moses and Arthur Oster.  (By the way, our first wom-
an president, Marge Bornstein, served from 1988-1990, and we’ve been striving to remedy the 
gender disparity ever since.)  All of these past presidents and many others who were instrumen-
tal in leading our Center are memorialized by plaques and memorabilia located throughout our 
Center.    
 
Ours was a very different congregation leading up to that time.  Our membership was much 
larger, and our Board consisted of founders, leaders, donors and long-time members who 
proudly remembered the “good ol’ days” when we were bursting at the seams with, allegedly, 
over 900 family members (at least that’s the lore).  These founders and long-time members 
were largely businessmen, entrepreneurs and professionals who relocated to the pastoral farm 
country of Fair Lawn from Paterson, the Bronx and Manhattan in the post-WWII years.  Also, 
from the time of our founding, we were fortunate to attract quite a number of Holocaust survivors 
who made their way to our community,  and who contributed greatly to the warmth, soul and 
fabric of our congregation.  As a second-generation survivor myself, I found them to be a very 
special group of people, with whom I shared a strong, common bond.  Sadly, we’ve lost almost 
all of them in recent years.  
 
Interestingly, some of our founders envisaged the creation of a “Jewish Community Center” ra-
ther than a synagogue, which helps to explain the showers and locker facilities located in the 
catacombs of our unfinished lower level.  As it turned out, religion prevailed; a very young Rabbi 
Simon Glustrom joined us (all the way from Atlanta) and we became the FLJC, albeit with no 
Hebrew name.  That came much later when, at Rabbi Glustrom’s urging, we added Congrega-
tion Etz Chaim (Tree of Life) to our name, a name inspired by the design of the Ark in our sanc-
tuary.  Our Hebrew name was subsequently changed to Congregation B’nai Israel in honor of 
our merger with CBI in 2006.  
          Continued on the following page 
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Our congregation enjoyed very stable religious leadership in its early years; Rabbi Emeritus Si-
mon Glustrom was our religious leader from our founding, circa 1950, until his retirement in 
1991.  Cantor Emeritus Max Rubin was our long-time Chazzan, and Henry Asher, our beloved 
Executive Director/Principal, oversaw a bustling Religious School with so many Bar Mitzvahs 
that families had to share dates.  Also, our Nursery School was active and well attended.   
 
In those early years, Friday night services and onegs were packed, and often reserved for Bat 
Mitzvahs.  Havurot were very active, and the Ad Journal Dinner/Dance was the much-anticipated 
formal social event of the Spring season, featuring our very own “Roast-master of Ceremonies”, 
Bob Wallstein.  Fundraising was conducted by a professional fundraiser, Mac Lieberman, who, 
I’m told, was a very effective arm-twister.  High Holiday services featured a professional director 
and choir that performed in the upstairs choir loft (creating the sensation of “voices from heav-
en”) and empty seats in the ballroom were hard to find.  In fact, overflow/egalitarian High-Holiday 
services were held in the TJ Middle School auditorium to accommodate everyone.  To supple-
ment our religious leadership, we engaged Rabbinic interns for a number of years, and even had 
full-time Baal Korehs … anyone remember Yosef Chen?  The annual Scholar-in-Residence 
weekend and most other educational and social events were extremely popular; as were Purim 
skits and talent nights.  And, in later years, our Adult Bat Mitzvah and Gabbai Institute classes 
were well attended.  In sum, the FLJC truly served as the center of religious, educational and 
social involvement for our community, and we viewed ourselves (perhaps with just a bit of arro-
gance) as the leading Conservative synagogue in Bergen County, and enjoyed commensurate 
prosperity and success.  
 
Along the way we had our share of debates and disagreements, but met and adapted to most 
challenges fairly routinely… with one notable exception.  In the early 1990s our leaders made 
the decision to transition to a fully egalitarian synagogue, a move that was intended to be the 
culmination of years of compromise, education and gradual adoption of egalitarian principles.  
However, not everyone saw it that way. The decision prompted much contentious debate and 
some acrimony.  Some members felt disenfranchised and resigned their memberships; others 
challenged the constitutional authority of the Board to enact such a change; and others formed a 
separate “traditional” Shabbat minyan in the chapel.  We worked hard to accommodate the prac-
tices of both groups and arrive at a compromise solution.  In the process, we learned some hard 
lessons in humility, member outreach and leadership.  And it reinforced our suspicions that the 
halcyon days of non-stop growth and prosperity were coming to an end. 
  
Part III of The Epic Journey will continue next month.  Stay tuned! 
 
B’shalom,  
 
 

           Steve  
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RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Steven Montag and Charles Cohen 

 
 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 
 
 

A new year always brings reflections of the year gone by, along with thoughts of what the new 
year will bring.  We have lost loved ones and friends in 2020, but also have seen new babies 
born and life renewed.  The pandemic teaches us that we cannot predict the future or how our 
lives will be impacted by outside events.   
 
I project that 2021 will be the year of adaptation to a new reality of living with the virus, but 
with new rules of adhering to the science and the truth.  Few things will change in our life for 
the foreseeable future.  If 9/11 left us with Transportation Security Administration screening 
for life in airports, I suspect that COVID-19 will leave us with masks for many years to come.  
 
However, vaccines are rolling out, and with God’s help society will get back to some sense of 
normalcy throughout this year.  What does that mean for our synagogue and our community?  
We hope that we will eventually find our way back into the shul for daily and Shabbat ser-
vices.  We hope that we can form a true minyan again, and allow us to read from the Torah.  
When can we expect this?  No one truly knows, but we resolve to strive for this eventuality 
and find our way back to our spiritual home and community.  I thank everyone for their pa-
tience and support of our Zoom efforts until we can come back together. 
 
The United Nations has declared 2021 as the International Year of Peace and Trust, the Inter-
national Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable Development, the International Year of 
Fruits and Vegetables, and the International Year for the Elimination of Child Labor.   
 
January, in the Hebrew calendar, is the month with Tevet and Shvat.  Tu BiShvat (New Year 
for Trees). Hebrew:   ראש השנה לאילנ Rosh HaShanah La'Ilanot for Hebrew Year 5781 begins 
at sundown on Wednesday, 27 January 2021, and ends at nightfall on Thursday, 28 January 
2021.  We celebrate the holiday by eating dried fruits and almonds, with the hope of bringing 
Tikkun Olam. 
 
A reminder that the Rabbinical Assembly has available for purchase, via their web site 
bookstore at https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/, all of our currently-used Siddurim, including 
the daily Sim Shalom, Sim Shalom for Shabbat and Festivals, and the Etz Hayim Torah.  If 
you desire to own copies of these instead of using the pdfs provided in our weekly Insider 
email each week, you may purchase them directly from this website.  If you have any ques-
tions regarding the prayer books, please contact me at srdcmontag@gmail.com.  
 
I wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.  Stay Safe and be well.   
           
 

         Steven Montag 

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/
mailto:srdcmontag@gmail.com


10      

 

 
FAMILY MATTERS 

 
REFUAH SHLEMAH 

 
Judith Shain-Alvaro, Flora Frank, Arie 
Greenbaum, Judith Levy, Rose Lieberman, 
Larry Mandel, Esther Oster, Michael Voro-
byov, Ilene Wolosin, Roni Zerowin 

 
MAZEL TOV 

 
Mazel Tov to Sara & Charlie Cohen on their 
54th wedding anniversary. 
 
Mazel Tov to Arline Herman on her mile-
stone birthday. 
 

MAY YOU BE COMFORTED 
 

Our condolences to Jerry Weiner on the 
passing of his brother, Jay Martin Weiner   
 
Condolences to Stanley Sanders on the 
loss of his wife, Jean Sanders.  
 
Our condolences to Evan & Carol Marcus 
on the loss of Evan’s mother, Roberta R. 
Marcus.   
 
We regret to inform you of the passing of 
one of our founding members, Gladys 
Rosen, and extend our condolences to her 
family.   
 
Condolences to Beverly Beer and family on 
the passing of her husband, Irving Beer.  
 
We regret to inform you of the passing of 
Muriel Barker.   
 
Condolences to Steven & Eileen Schwim-
mer on the loss of Steve’s mother, Charlotte 
Schwimmer. 
 
  
 

Best wishes for a healthy, happy and  
peaceful 2021!        

 
 

 
 

 
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Charles Cohen 

January is the start of the secular New Year, 
which we hope and pray will be a turnaround 
year, and will allow us a speedy return to nor-
mality in the months ahead.  
  
We have continued to offer educational pro-
grams via Zoom for your enjoyment and edifica-
tion. 
 
My great thanks to Rabbi Emeritus Ronald Roth 
for his popular Tuesday daytime and evening 
classes on important Social and Ethical issues 
of the day, which have been very timely and 
informative.  These classes continue to explore 
these important ethical and social issues. 
 
My great appreciation to Rabbi Salston for her 
periodic movie reviews of noteworthy films with 
a Jewish and/or Israeli theme.  
 
Our Netflix film for January will be the Coen 
Bros.’ well-regarded film "A Serious Man," 
which is their most personal and most "Jewish" 
film of their remarkable careers.  The movie 
was filmed in and around the Coen brothers’ 
hometown of Minneapolis, similar to their old 
neighborhood and synagogue of their Bar Mitz-
vahs. This film is available for viewing on Net-
flix.  If you saw this movie a few years ago I 
urge another viewing, as it is a film with timely 
and important Jewish themes, and provokes 
many questions to discuss and ponder, if not 
answer. 
 
Rabbi Salston is also doing a weekly Wednes-
day class at 11:00 AM-12:00 noon on the week-
ly Parshah.  This allows us the opportunity to 
review and discuss the weekly Shabbat Torah 
reading, and greatly enhances the participatory 
experience.  I urge all those who are able  to 
join us on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM to 
partake in very meaningful Torah insights as 
presented by Rabbi Salston. 
 
My best wishes to all for continued good health 
and wellbeing, and stay tuned for future mean-
ingful FLJC/CBI adult educational programs in 
the coming months. 
 
Happy Learning. 

   Charlie Cohen 
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Many Thanks and Congratulations to Andrea Pass and her Comedy Night 
Committee for a fun event and a successful fundraiser! 

 

Special thank you to Howard Kessel for all of his help!  
Thank you to everyone who attended! 

 

Thank you to the following Event Sponsors: 
 

 

Contact the office at info@fljc.com to register 

 
Pillars of FLJC/CBI 

Rona and Steve Montag 
  

Builders of FLJC/CBI 
Gail and Zahavy Rottenstrich 

  
Friends of FLJC/CBI 

MPC of FLJC/CBI 
Rabbi Rachel Salston 

Sisterhood of FLJC/CBI  
Ellen and David Teitelbaum 

  

 
Sponsors of FLJC/CBI 

Ida and Gary Borer 
  

Donors 
Andrea and Scott Pass 
Jaye and Barry Sauer 
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Michael Baer and Mark Meisel 

The Social Action Committee completed a few activities at the end of this year; andwe are work-
ing on a few in the beginning of the new year, and look forward to working on these projects with 
your help. 
 
In December, Sisterhood and Social Action provided another dinner to people in need.  This pro-
gram is organized by Family Promise, and every day of the year their network of congregations, 
businesses and civic organizations prepares and serves a nutritious meal for approximately 150 
people at the Bergen County Housing, Health and Human Services Center in Hackensack and 
other facilities during the pandemic.  The date of the dinner was December 20

th
 and we were 

able to provide 150 dinner meals and desserts with help from many of you.  Thank you for your 
generosity.  We have another dinner coming up in April. 
 
We had a very successful Hanukkah Toy Drive, and want to thank all of you who donated to this 
great activity.  See the picture below of one of the carloads we could bring to kids in need. 
 
As we were writing this article we are in the midst of raising funds and putting together 100 ESP 
(Emergency Supply Packages) for recipients of Kosher Meals on Wheels.  These packages con-
tain some non-perishable food so that if Meals on Wheels can’t get to people’s homes due to 
inclement weather, these clients will have something to eat.  Thank you for your support of this 
project, and to all who help to make it happen!! 
 
We are working on a communication package to all congregants, just to let everyone know 
FLJC/CBI CARES.  One issue we will try to address is congregants who are looking for more 
social interaction, and maybe are without many people they can reach out to.   We will be setting 
up a buddy call list so the congregants who would like to receive a periodic call from another 
FLJC/CBI member, and those who are willing to make calls, can be connected. 
 
We continue to provide a Friday night meal to those congregants who return from the hospital 
after an illness; please let the office know if you would like a Friday night meal if you are recov-
ering from illness.  
   
We will have several additional Social Action programs coming up over the coming months; 
please watch for our announcements.    
 
Thank you once again for your generous support of these programs.  Please feel free to reach 
out to us if you would like to suggest a new program or join our committee. 
 

        
    Michael Baer and Mark Meisel 

 
 

 

  FLJC/CBI Hanukkah Toy Drive 2020 
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Thank you to everyone who supported the Family Promise Dinner: Nina Gold,  
Gail Rottenstrich, Lisa Urbanski, Ilene Laufer and Chef Paul Landau from Soup Maison 

 getting ready to deliver dinner to the Center for Hope & Safety.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact the office at info@fljc.com for more information 

mailto:info@fljc.com
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SISTERHOOD 
Jennifer Mendelsohn  

 

We hope all our beautiful Sisterhood members had a happy and safe new year, and are all looking forward 
to 2021 going in a healthy, peaceful direction. 
 
Despite our lack of physical togetherness we have been keeping in touch virtually as a Sisterhood.  We had 
a lovely virtual Sushi in the Sukkot event, where we individually enjoyed having delicious sushi from Mashu 
Mashu Kosher Sushi while hearing inspiring words from Rabbi Salston and Tzivya Kraus. Thank you to our 
president, Jennifer Mendelsohn, for organizing the event. 
 
We also organized our annual Pink Shabbat in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness month, where members 
lead parts of the service in honor of survivors of breast or ovarian cancer, and some of our own beautiful sur-
vivors read prayers as well.  Thank you to Gail Rottenstrich, who spoke in her usual heartfelt way of her own 
experiences with breast cancer, and urged all woman to get screened. 
 
Our virtual Paid-Up Membership involved candle making, with fun, easy kits delivered to participants’ homes, 
and was such a great time, where our Sisterhood members got to truly show their creativity.  Thank you to 
Leslie Frucht and Robin Baer for organizing this highly-successful event. 
 
For our virtual December book club, we were so fortunate to have the author of the book “Safekeeping”, Jes-
samyn Hope, join us on our Zoom session.  We had a lively discussion about the novel, and were able to 
ask Ms. Hope questions about the curious ending of the book.  Thank you to Leslie Frucht for organizing the 
book club,  and to Tzivya Kraus for reaching out to the author and facilitating her participation.  Our next 
book club is on February 7th and the book reviewed will be “Florence Adler Swims Forever” by Rachel Bean-
land.  Leslie Frucht will moderate. 
 
We hope all our Sisterhood members enjoyed the Hannukah gift bags that were delivered last month.  We 
hope you had warm, toasty feet, cute window displays, and bellies filled with chocolate while celebrating the 
Festival of Lights.  Thank you to Tzivya Kraus for organizing and assembling the bags with the help of Ezra 
and Eytan, and to all the board members who helped deliver.  Thank you to Ann Golick for organizing the 
routes. 
 
Upcoming in January is our annual Sisterhood Shabbat.  We are so excited, and look forward to our Sister-
hood-led service.  We are so proud to have so many of our Sisterhood members able to read Torah, Hafto-
rah and recite prayers in Hebrew and English.  Please join us on January 16th for what we know will be an 
uplifting Shabbat service. 
 
We are also planning our annual Tu b’Shvat seder, which will be virtual on January 27th.  Please join us for a 
lovely event where we honor the blossoming of the trees, and nurture your blossoming within.  A Zoom link 
and more details to follow. 
 
Looking forward to the early spring, we will offering our Mishloach Manot program in a distanced safe format, 
with the offering of the purchasing of cards to be sent to congregants, where the proceeds are donated to 
Leket, an organization in Israel that supports food pantries for the food insecure.  Big thanks to Donna Pas-
ternak for once again stepping up to organize this project. 
 
Also as part of our Sisterhood Purim activities, we are planning our 9th Annual Purim 5K Run/1 Mile Walk as 
a virtual event, to be completed at your own time between March 7th and March 14th.   All the proceeds will 
be donated to Jewish Family and Children's Services of Northern New Jersey (JFCSNNJ).  JFCSNNJ has 
stepped up enormously in response to Covid-19, increasing their food pantry, and delivering more Meals on 
Wheels to the homebound.  This is an excellent organization to support, and we hope you will register to 
walk or run. 
 
We all hope that in this next calendar year we will continue to wear our masks out, wash hands frequently, 
and social distance, so that in the near future we can all be together physically. 
 
Virtual Hugs and Kisses. 
 
        Your Sisterhood Board 



15 

 

 
COMMUNITY HEBREW SCHOOL 

OF BERGEN COUNTY 
Marcia Kagedan 

 
MEN’S PROGRESS CLUB 

Bob Sokol  

 Our January 10
th
 “Big Breakfast Gen-

eral Meeting” gives members a glimpse of the 
Men’s Progress Club.  It will include financial, 
fund raising, membership, Federation of Jew-
ish Men’s Clubs, and programming presenta-
tions of the MPC.  You will meet the board 
members, who include Joe Schkolnick, Hal 
Fine, Howard Kessel, Sam Wolosin, Neil Gar-
finkle, Larry Bach, Seth Seigel-Laddy, Charles 
Cohen, David Gotlib, Brian Frisch, Joel Ringer 
and Todd Walker. 
 
 Our February/March programs will in-
clude the Worldwide Wrap and Purim Pro-
gram. 

 
Our past program in December includ-

ed Dr. Bob Benedon of the Jewish National 
Fund Speakers’ Bureau, discussing water re-
sources in Israel.  A member of Makor JNF 
ambassador group, he has long served his 
New Jersey Chapter.  He has been on 13 JNF 
missions, and is a practicing Periodontist, and 
is a Clinical Professor and member of the U. 
Penn Dental School.  

 
Our November program included Dan 

Rosen, NHL Senior Sportswriter.  Dan and his 
family are members of the FLJC/CBI.  We en-
joyed an interactive discussion about every-
thing related to hockey!  We had an oppor-
tunity to ask questions about players, teams, 
arenas and the Stanley Cup, among other 
topics.  Dan has been a writer for the NHL for 
a number of years, and you have probably 
seen his columns on NHL.com. 

 
We hope you had a “safe” fall/winter, 

and welcome you to become a member of the 
MPC.  If you haven’t become a member yet, 
please join.  

All the best,  
 

   Bob 

 

Happy and healthy 2021 to all! 

2020 was certainly challenging, but as we 
start the new calendar year there is much 
hope in the air. 

Our students continue to learn with their 
amazing teachers via zoom, and all have 
seen much progress.  Not only do they have 
their regular classes, but also more intimate 
small/personal meetings with their teachers to 
assist them in their Hebrew reading skills and 
fluency. 

Chanukah celebrations were highlighted with 
the rooftop lighting experience at the JCCP/
CBT, and also with opportunities for the He-
brew School families to light their candles 
with their teachers via zoom on many nights 
of the holiday.  Thank you to the teachers for 
opening their homes in this way. 

In January, believe it or not, we will celebrate 
Tu Bishvat.  This year, the new year for trees 
will be celebrated at home — kids will gather 
together the appropriate items for such a cel-
ebration, and the whole family can enjoy the 
experience.  Plentiful healthy fruits and ability 
to create food art for all!  Getting the creative 
juices flowing, literally! 

Remote classes will continue for the foresee-
able future . . . we all watch and wait eagerly, 
and will so thrilled when we can open the 
doors of the JCCP and FLJC to welcome our 
students and their families in person. 

Stay warm, stay healthy, and continue to con-
nect to our warm synagogue and families via 
regular zoom services, classes and other 
great programs.  Check out the website of 
both synagogues for more information.  All 
are welcome at all activities and offerings. 

Shalom u’lehitra’ot! 

   Marcia Kagedan 
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2021 Ad Journal Gala Kickoff - 70th Anniversary of FLJC/CBI 
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SHVAT 

 
 
Shvat, the eleventh month, always consists of 30 days, and Rosh Chodesh Shvat is always 
one day.  Shvat begins this year on January 14, and will end on February 11.  Its sign of the 
Zodiac is Aquarius. 
 
Tradition holds that Moses declaimed the Book of D’varim (Deuteronomy) to Israel beginning 
on the first of the month, and concluded on the seventh of Adar. 

 
2 Shvat commemorates the death of Alexander Yannai, the Hashmonean king of Judea, and 
high priest from 103 — 76 BCE. 

 
The Sabbath on which the Sidra Beshalach is read is called Shabbat Shira because it contains 
the song sung by Israel after the splitting of the Red (or Reed) Sea. 

 
In addition to the Song of the Sea, this portion contains many other themes:  the Exodus from 
Egypt, the splitting of the Sea, the statutes and judgments given in Marah, the manna, the well, 
and the war with Amalek. 

 
This song is recited every day, and is read publicly one Shabbat each year, with a special 
melody.  Some people follow the custom of standing when it is read. 

 
On Shabbat Shira some people scatter remnants of their Sabbath meal outside their homes.  
One reason is that Beshalach tells of the manna which came down every day when Israel was 
wandering in the wilderness.  The people were told to gather a double portion of manna on 
Friday, since none would fall on Shabbat.  However, some iniquitous people scattered some of 
their manna on the fields, intending to gather it on Shabbat morning, so they could say that 
Moses was deceitful.  However, the birds ate all the scattered manna during the night.  
Therefore, to this day, some people scatter remnants of their Sabbath meals outside their 
homes to feed the birds. 

 
Another reason suggested for scattering food outside on Shabbat is to reward the birds for the 
song they chirp to God every day. 

 
15 Shvat (Tu b’Shvat) is known as the New Year of Trees. 

 
22 Shvat marks the anniversary of the assassination of the emperor Caligula, and the abolition 
of his decree to erect his statue in the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 
28 Shvat is the anniversary of the death of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Syrian king who 
plundered the Temple, and attempted to destroy Judaism by making its observance punishable 
by death, which led to the Maccabean revolt in 167 BCE. 

 
30 Shvat is the first day of Rosh Chodesh Adar. 
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TU B’SHVAT 

 
Over the centuries, the minor holiday of Tu b’Shvat, the fifteenth of Shvat, has been trans-
formed, probably more than any other on the Jewish calendar, from an agricultural technicality 
to a celebration of national ideals. 
 
The Torah commands Jewish farmers to contribute 10% of the fruit of their orchards to the Tem-
ple.  The tithe reminded the farmers Who really owns the land on which they farmed.  In order to 
determine when the growing year began, the sages decided it should be when fruit begins to 
flower.  The almond tree flowers in Israel by the fifteenth of Shvat, and since then the day has 
also been known as Rosh Hashanah la Ilanot, the New Year of the Trees. 
 
The date began to assume a holiday character after the destruction of the Second Temple, 
when the Jews were dispersed, and they expressed their longing for the Land. 
 
But it was the Kabbalists who originated the celebration of the tree.  They saw the tree as the 
symbol of life itself, and saw a connection between the tree and the Tree of Life in the Creation 
story.  And the Tree of Life, they said, was a symbol of God.  They created a special service 
modeled on the Passover Seder, which included eating fruits that grow in Israel, drinking four 
glasses of wine, and reading from sacred texts. 
 
When European Jews began to establish agricultural settlement in the Land in the nineteenth 
century they instituted annual Tu b’Shvat planting ceremonies, with marching bands and ban-
ners.  
 
Tu b’Shvat is not marked by prohibition of work, but is invested with a festive air.  Tachanun is 
not recited during Shacharit or during the preceding Mincha.  Eulogies are not recited for the 
dead, nor is Av HaRachamim, which recalls the souls of the dead, recited when Tu b’Shvat falls 
on Shabbat. 
 
While Tu b’Shvat does not commemorate any act of God in human events, and is not men-
tioned in the Torah, it yet embraces two principles central to Judaism:  the primacy of the Land 
of Israel, and the partnership between God and the people of Israel. 
 
Today we celebrate Tu b’Shvat by eating fruit from Israel, and by eating a new fruit which had 
not already been eaten that year, so Shehecheyanu may be recited.  The Kabbalists saw in the 
seeds of the fruits the potential for new life in the next generation. 
 
We plant trees because the first thing God did once he had created land was to plant trees, in-
cluding the Tree of Life.  The Torah, which we also call a Tree of life (Etz Chaim) prohibits the 
destruction of fruit trees, even in times of war.  Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, who lived in Jeru-
salem when it was sacked by the Romans, taught that, if you should be holding a sapling when 
they tell you the Messiah has arrived, you should first plant the sapling, and then go to greet the 
Messiah. 
 
It became a custom to plant a cedar when a boy was born, and a cypress when a girl was born.  
Branches from the cedar and cypress would later be used to form the chuppah for the bride and 
groom.  It is also customary to give tzedakah for those who cannot provide for themselves. 
 
The Tu b’Shvat Seder has again become popular, and while there are probably as many varia-
tions as there are people who conduct them, they all share the themes of appreciation of the 
Land of Israel, rejoicing in the continuity of life from generation to generation, and recognition of 
our responsibility to others. 
 
Tu b’Shvat falls this year on January 28. 
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An Update from Karen Koblitz, Co-Chair,  

Tikkun Pacov Synagogue Association 
 

Website: tikkun.cz 
 

 
Our Holocaust Memorial Torah, on display in the Main Sanctuary, is from Pacov, a town in the 
Czech Republic. 
 
 
“I would like to take this opportunity to bring you up to date on the accomplishments and future 
plans of the Tikkun Pacov Synagogue Association.  We have two grants pending regarding 
funding for the repair of the exterior of the synagogue.  We should have word regarding the 
Czech German Future Fund Grant in December 2020, and the EHP-Norwegian Fund Grant in 
January 2021.  Tikkun Pacov has recently purchased the former Pacov Rabbi’s home from the 
Prague Jewish Community.  We plan on restoring it, and to use it for cultural and educational 
purposes. 

We feel that continuing to have programming to retain the memory of the former Pacov Jewish 
Community is of the utmost importance.  Part of this programming included the planned tempo-
rary installation in May 2020 of the sculpture “Restlicht” by Werner Mally, a German artist with 
Czech origins.  Because of Covid, the installation has been postponed. The Tikkun Pacov 
board met recently, and we look forward to having “Restlicht” installed in summer 2021.  We 
would like the installation to include Czech Jewish Heritage Day in mid-August 2021. You can 
read about Mally’s work, “Restlicht” on the following links:   

https://www.br.de/fernsehen/ardalpha/sendungen/kunstraum/werner-mally104.html and   http://
www.wernermally.de/projekte_restlicht.html.  

Next year, the Tikkun Pacov Association would like to have a virtual event that will include all of 
the congregations with Pacov Torah Scrolls.  All of you continue to be a vital part of the memory 
of the Pacov Jewish community in your continued use of these scrolls in your services.  We al-
so would like to create joint virtual school projects between students in Pacov and those in 
communities with Pacov scrolls, and later, if possible, mutual visits of students as well. 

In mid-November of 2022 we are planning to commemorate the 80
th
 Anniversary of the depor-

tation of the Pacov Jews to Theresienstadt.  The deportation took place on November 13
th 

1942.  We are in the initial stages of planning this event, and as part of this we will invite all 
congregations with scrolls to send representatives, along with their scrolls. 

And lastly, I would like to bring to your attention the recent publication of a book titled “Light Be-
yond the Shadows: The Legacy of the Czech Torah Scrolls and the Renewal of Jewish Life in 
Czechia,” by Sheila Pallay and Julius Muller.  The Pacov Synagogue is represented in the 
book. Here is a link to a page on the UK Memorial Scrolls Trust website where the book is 
available.  https://memorialscrollstrust.org/index.php/store/light-beyond-the-shadows.” 

 

        Rabbi Ronald Roth 

http://tikkun.cz/
https://www.br.de/fernsehen/ardalpha/sendungen/kunstraum/werner-mally104.html
http://www.wernermally.de/projekte_restlicht.html.
https://memorialscrollstrust.org/index.php/store/light-beyond-the-shadows
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EDUCATION FUND 
(Religious School) 

 
Neil Garfinkle 
In honor of being named Mensch  
of the Year 
Holly & Floyd Levy 
 
Evan Marcus and Family 
In memory of your mother, Roberta 
Eve E. & Stu W. Lehrer 
 
Lois Meisel 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Marcella Kaplan 
Stacey & Ritch Rosen 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 
Paula Berkoff Czirjak 
Deepest condolences on the loss of 
your husband, Bill 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 
Paula Berkoff Czirjak and Family 
In memory of your beloved husband 
and father, Bill.  Our deepest  
Condolences. 
Rona & Steve Montag 
 
Gail Friedland 
In memory of your beloved mother, 
Sara 
Phyllis Mirchin 
 
Marla Levine 
In memory on the loss of your mother 
Robin & Michael Baer 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory of your mother,  
Roberta Marcus 
Robin & Michael Baer 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory of your beloved mother, 
Roberta 
Roz Goodman 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory of your mother 
Gwen Greenwald 
 
 
 

Evan Marcus 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Roberta 
Judi & Len Margolis 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Roberta Marcus 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory of your beloved mother, 
Roberta 
Esther & Stuart Rubinstein 
 
Evan Marcus and Family 
In memory of your beloved mother and 
mother-in-law, Roberta.  Our deepest 
condolences 
Rona & Steve Montag 
 
Len Margolis and Family 
In memory of your sister,  
Marcia Seigel-Rapp 
Vivian C. Olshen 
 
Lois Meisel 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Marcella Kaplan 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 
Lois Meisel and Family 
In memory of your beloved mother, 
mother-in-law, grandmother and  
great-grandmother, Marcella Kaplan.  
Our deepest condolences 
Rona & Steve Montag 
 
The Rubins Family 
In memory on the loss of your beloved 
husband, father and grandfather 
Robin & Michael Baer 
 
Stanley Sanders 
In memory of your beloved wife, Jean 
Susan & Steven Meininger 
 

BUD KESSLER FUND 
 
Evan Marcus 
Sincere condolences on the loss of  
your mother, Roberta 
Fran Kessler 
 
 

Jerry Weiner 
Deepest condolences on the loss of 
your brother 
Fran Kessler 
 
Roni Zerowin 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery 
Fran Kessler 
 

HOWARD R. HERMAN FUND 
 
Arline Herman 
Best wishes, and have a happy big one.  
Sheila Kaplan 
 
In memory of Esther Lifson 
Ina Fine 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory on the loss of your beloved 
mother, Roberta 
Arline Herman 
 

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 
 
Paula Berkoff Czirjak 
In memory of your husband, Bill 
Bena Weil 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Roberta 
Bena Weil 
 
Evan Marcus 
In memory of your beloved mother, 
Roberta 
Fran & Sig Westerman 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother, Jay  
Bena Weil 
 

ROBERT LAZEROWITZ FUND   
(Youth Activities) 

 
Paula Berkoff Czirjak and Family 
In memory of your dear husband,  
father and grandfather, Bill 
Linda & Jeff Ayes 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother, Jay 
Linda & Jeff Ayes 
 

THE GENEROUS HEART WILL BE FULFILLED 
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CECILE ROTH FUND 

 
Paula Berkoff Czirjak and Family 
In memory on the loss of your husband, 
Bill 
Loren Rosenthal 
 
JUNE & DAVID SALZMAN EDUCATION 

FUND 
 
Esther Englander 
June Salzman 
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
 
Lois Meisel and Family 
In memory on the loss of your mother, 
Marcella Kaplan 
Andrea & Scott Pass 
 

THALER FUND  
(Camp Ramah Scholarships) 

 
Jerry Weiner 
Heartfelt condolences on the passing  
of your brother; thinking of you. 
Marsha & Bob Thaler 
 

ELLIE WEINER FUND 
  
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother,  
Jay Martin Weiner 
Robin & Michael Baer 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the passing of your 
brother 
Shelley & Steve Baltin 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother, Jay Weiner 
Ida & Gary Borer 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the loss of your brother 
Lilly Chedzhemova 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your beloved brother 
Roz Goodman 
 
Jerry Weiner 
Sincere condolences on the loss of  
your brother 
Harriet Goldberg 
 

 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the loss of your brother 
Sherry & Alan Hans 
 
Jerry Weiner 
Deepest condolences on the loss of 
your brother 
Marion Herrmann 
 
Jerry Weiner 
My condolences on the loss of your 
brother 
Carol Hirsh 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your beloved brother,  
Jay Martin Weiner 
Natalie & Marvin Klein 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the loss of your brother 
Judi & Len Margolis 
 
Jerry Weiner 
So sorry on the loss of your brother 
Susan & Steve Meininger 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother 
Lois & Mark Meisel 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your beloved brother,  
Jay Weiner 
Rona & Steve Montag 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the passing of  
your brother 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory on the loss of your brother 
Loren Rosenthal 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother,  
Jay Martin Weiner 
Esther & Stuart Rubinstein 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of our dear friend,  
Ellie Weiner 
Barbara & Phil Steinberg 
 
 
 

 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother 
Peggy Wesley 
 
Jerry Weiner 
In memory of your brother,  
Jay Martin Weiner 
Fran & Sig Westerman 
 
Jerry Weiner and Family 
In memory of your brother,  
Jay M. Weiner 
Michael Edelman 
 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
 
Melvin Alperstein  
The Alperstein Family 
 
Hanna Amar 
Jeannette & Marcos Amar 
 
Sara Belkin 
Carol Young Bosehans  
 
Arnold Bergen 
Lynn Bergen 
 
Goldie Biberman 
Lucy Malka 
 
Lucille Bober 
Herbert Gold 
 
David Bregman 
Etta Mont 
 
Rose Bregman 
Etta Mont 
 
Bernice Burkhoff 
Susan Atlas 
 
Harry Cohen 
Anita Loeb 
 
Beatrice Dell 
Marsha Thaler 
 
Ella Dorbian 
Joan Dorbian 
 
Charles I. Falk 
Sara Falk 
 
 
 



23 

 

 
Jack Feldman 
Debbie Honigstock 
 
Leon Fiol 
Joanne Sprechman 
 
Raymond Fishler 
Laura Fishler & Ronen Wilk 
 
Mollie Gerber 
Esther Gerber 
 
David Gitkin 
Patricia Gitkin 
 
Anna Goldblatt 
Susan & Sy Baumstein 
 
Max Goldenberg 
Gwendolyn Goldenberg 
 
Anne Gutter 
Marian Radeen 
 
Isidor Gutter 
Marian Radeen 
 
Jack Grapin 
Julie & Lawrence Grapin 
 
Rose Wolf Gruber 
Marlaine & Ed Gruber 
 
Walter Gruber 
Marlaine & Ed Gruber 
 
Israel Grumbacher 
Gerda Kassner 
 
Selma Halprin 
Sigmund Westerman 
 
Rene Herrmann 
Marion Herrmann 
 
Charles H. Hirsh 
Carol M. Hirsh 
 
Richard Hochman 
Fran & Sig Westerman 
 
Sarah Kalisky 
Susan & Sy Baumstein 
 
Isadore Kaufman 
Laura & Joshua Pintel and Family 

 
Shoshana Kohanim 
Paula Yarkoni 
 
Francine Lempert 
Frank Lempert 
 
Joseph Lempert 
Frank Lempert 
 
Bernard Lerner 
Gerda Kassner 
 
Jack Lubin 
Cheryl & Terry Lubin 
 
Sonia Mosessoff 
The Alperstein Family 
 
Simon Neuwirth 
Arieh Neuwirth 
 
Ruth Newman 
Patricia Gitkin 
 
Sam Newman 
Patricia Gitkin 
 
Adele Paget 
Renee & Marvin Paget 
 
Pauline Piekarsky 
William Wasserstrom 
 
Anna Pripas 
Fran Friedman 
 
Mary Resnick 
Sydelle Singer and Family 
 
Samuel Riback 
Bernice Yegelwel 
 
Ilona Rivel 
Susan Atlas 
 
Paul Rivel 
Susan Atlas 
 
Alice Schwartz 
Sharon & Larry Schwartz 
 
David Schwartz 
Sheldon O. Schwartz 
 
Blanche Shatz 
Anne Shatz Benlisa 

 
Howie Stark 
Debbie Honigstock 
 
Sonia Toskar 
Lucille & Herbert Tarant 
 
Rose Weinstein 
Paula Yarkoni 
 
Harold B. Wesley 
Peggy Wesley 
 
Pnina Pulka Yaron 
Shaul Pulka 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    May their memories 
         be for a blessing. 
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May it bring you  
happiness, health 

and peace 


