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מּו, נחמּו עמינח  
 

We note with sorrow the passing of 

 

Our long-time member Sydelle Resnick-Singer 
 

Linda Yalkowsky, sister of Larry Mandel 

sister-in-law of Irene Mandel, and 

aunt to Andrea Pass and Nancy Bach 
 

Our member Jack Albalah, husband of arlene albalah 

 

 

May the Lord console and sustain you, 

 together with all the mourners for  Zion  and Jerusalem. 

 

COMING UP  IN 

 

June 14, Flag Day 

June 20, Fathers’ Day 

June 20, First day of summer 

June 27, Fast of 17 Tamuz 
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From the Editor:  We are seeking a volunteer to be the  

News & Views’ Advertising Maven.  If this is your field, con-

tact  the  FLJC office at  201-796-5040.  

RELIGIOUS SERVICES VIA  ZOOM 

Go to Zoom.US or dial +1 929-205-6099 
 

Sunday through Thursday—7:30 pm 

Meeting ID: 992  9922 2789  

Password: 609729 
 

Weekly Sunday morning services 9:00 am 

Starting February 14th 

Meeting 991 2258 1312 

Password 731712 

FRIDAY EVENING 

Kabbalat shabbat— 6:30 pm 

Shmooze time after services 
 

SHABBAT MORNING 

Shmooze Time— 9:00 am 

Shabbat— 9:30 am 

Followed by virtual kiddush and schmooze 
 

HAVDALAH AT END OF SHABBAT 
 

Got to Zoom.us or dial +1 929 436 2866 

Meeting ID:  940 7714  6714 

Password:  215407 

    

 CANDLELIGHTING  SHABBAT ENDS 

 

JUNE  4       8:06 PM  9:16 PM   

JUNE 11     8:10 PM  9:20 PM 

JUNE 18     8:13 PM  9:23 PM 

JUNE 25     8:14 PM  9:24 PM 
 

 

  

   

 

RABBI SALSTON’S 
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June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th  
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A few weeks ago, we read in Parshat Kedoshim, Vayikra 19:19, “, ם ַשַעְטֵנז לֹא ַיֲעֶלה ָעֶליָך ְלַאיִּ ” ּוֶבֶגד כִּ “you 

shall not put on cloth from a mixture of two kinds of material.” Shatnez (pronounced SHOT-nez in Ashkena-
zic or shot-NEZ in Modern Israeli Hebrew) is understood in our tradition to be fabric woven of wool and linen 
together is known as the ultimate ( חוקhoh-k), a Jewish law that has no logical explanation, one that a 
society could not derive from their moral intuition. A hok is a mitzvah that we observe because it is a mitz-
vah, because God says so. 

 
The mitzvah of shatnez is often mocked outside of the observant Jewish world. Jews even care 

about what their clothes are made of?! It’s enough that they don’t eat milk and meat together! How silly! Why 
would a God Who Loves Justice and Kindness care about what a few individuals make their shirts out of?! 
There are shatnez checking laboratories and services in Jewish communities; they look at pieces of fabric 
under microscopes to be sure that there is no linen and wool mixed together. A “real” Jew doesn’t care 
about such things. A real Jew cares about Justice and  תיקון עולם(tee-KOON o-lam).  

 
Tikkun Olam, repair of the world, has its origins in the Gemara. While in that time it referred more to 

maintaining social order, in the 20th and 21st centuries, it has become the primary value of the liberal Jew-
ish world. Making the world a better place for the Jews and for everyone else. Hesed. Kindness. This focus 
on Social Justice is not a bad thing. It is not an import of outside values into Judaism. Jews have always 
cared about creating a better world for everyone. Our famous sage Hillel taught all of Judaism on one foot, 

יל ְגמֹור, —ַדֲעָלְך ְסֵני ְלַחְבָרְך ָלא ַתֲעֵביד “ יַדְך ֵפירּוַשּה הּוא, זִּ יא כׇּל ַהתֹוָרה כּוָלּה, ְואִּ ” זֹו הִּ “That which is hateful to you do 
not do to another; that is the entire Torah, and the rest is its interpretation. Go study.” (Shabbat 31a) 

 
So how is shatnez supposed to teach us to be kind to our fellow human beings? Shatnez, like all of 

the mitzvot that obligate us to make distinctions (between meat and milk, Shabbat and weekday, day and 
night, Jews and the rest of the world, etc.) train us to be hyper-aware of our surroundings. If we are com-
manded to know what our clothes are made of, God is assuming that we must know if the people in our 
community are hungry. Shatnez, kashrut, and the other “ritual mitzvot” are to train us to be diligent people. 
To serve God in mitzvot is to make us aware of our role in the world. 

 
I have much more to say on these two topics. My teacher and Rabbinic Dean, Rabbi Dr. Bradley 

Shavit Artson teaches, “They say that there are two types of Jews in the world: those who care about shat-
nez and those who care about tikkun olam; we Conservative Jews are both at once.” We need to be Micro-
scope-Jews and Telescope-Jews at the same time. 

 
As I complete my first year here as your spiritual leader, I encourage us all to reflect on what it 

means to be a lover of tradition and a lover of the world. A servant of God and a servant of our fellow human 
beings. There is no either or in Jewish observance. I am a proud Conservative Jew. In the coming months, I 
am excited to study the role of the different categories of mitzvot in our lives. We will likely be learning the 
Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, his Reader’s Digest of the 613 Mitzvot.  

 
I wish you a summer of health, peace, justice, and un-mixed fabrics. In the warm weather, I’d love to 

take a walk with you outside, maybe in pure linen, linen-cotton blend clothing, or in polyester. Your choice. 
Shalom. 

 
 

                                                                                 Rabbi Rachel Salston 
 
 
 
 
 

RABBINIC REFLECTIONS 
Rabbi Rachel Salston 
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        EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
         Abe Adler 

 
A Message from Abe Adler, Executive Director 

 
Feeling tentative?  Unsure?  Confused how to navigate the changing times?  You are not alone! 
 
Reopening feels like it surprised us, doesn’t it?  We were always hopeful that things would get better and we would re-
turn to normalcy.  Nevertheless, the effectiveness of the vaccines is certainly making dramatic improvements in this 
country.  In the last 2 weeks, the CDC and the Governor of NJ announced significant relaxation of rules, NYC an-
nounced that public schools will all be reopened this fall with no remote learning options, nationwide hospitalizations 
and new cases are down siginificantly from the horrific numbers in January and Madison Square Garden just held the 
first Knicks playoff game in 8 years with 15,000+ in attendance (that a team owned by James Dolan has any success 
portends to Moshiach coming any minute now!) 
Let’s be clear – people should remain cautious!   Continue to follow the directions of health professionals and our covid 
and reopening committees. But it is good to see the positive progress! 
 
Still, its obvious that the messages we get from politicians and the federal and local governments creates confusion and 
and mixed feelings for many.  Don’t let this bother you!  Whatever you are feeling is right for you.  Each individual will 
need to move at their own pace to get comfortable with the changing times and your pace of resuming normal activities 
needs to fit your personal health and your comfort level. 
The Reopening Committee is working very hard to reopen activities in a safe manner.  Their job includes collecting 
feedback from the community and assessing the many announcements coming from health and government officials.  
The committee is not rushing into decisions.  It strives to take all appropriate recommended steps to keep us safe as we 
return to activities within our building. 
 
As we step back into our building for services, meetings and events it’s both a time of celebration that we are healthy 
and able to be with one another but also a time of reflection for the loss of so many loved ones and friends since the 
pandemic began.  Let’s use this milestone to dedicate ourselves to strengtening our bonds with each other and with G-d 
Almighty because that’s what our recently departed would have expected of us. 
I hope everyone made their arrangements to attend our Virtual Gala on June 13

th
.  It will be a fitting occasion for us to 

transition from lockdowns to reopenings.  Many thanks to Fran Kessler and to Jeff Zerowin for leading this important 
event, to the many members and friends who volunteered to be on the Dinner and Journal Committees, and to every-
one who donated so generously to make the event a success. 

Stay strong.  Stay safe.  Stay in touch.  Abe 

 

 
The 2021 Annual Ad/Journal Gala Brunch Celebrating 

  
The 70

th
 Anniversary of the Fair Lawn Jewish Center / Congregation B’nai Israel 

  
SUNDAY, JUNE 13

TH
 11:30 am (On Zoom) 
  

 All Journal Ads received after the Friday, May 28
th

 deadline will be credited towards 
the Gala fundraiser and acknowledged in a separate addendum to the Journal booklet.  

 
Thank you for supporting our Center’s most important fundraiser.  

For questions, contact Fran Kessler at fbkessler1@gmail.com  
or 201-848-6845 

  
  
  

mailto:fbkessler1@gmail.com
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Zoom ID 834 3979 6660 
Code: Lovebooks 
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERING 
Evan Marcus 

 In last month’s News & Views you read my first article that it is my privilege to write as “President”.  Of course, I 
wrote that article in late March, to be read around May 1

st
.  It’s now late April, and, as I write this, I am still not president.  

But when you read this, around June 1
st
, I’ll have about two weeks under my belt as president.   That’s why writing these 

columns is such a challenge. 
 
As I look ahead to my presidency I see a lot of challenges, and I see a lot of reason for genuine optimism and even, 
dare I say it, excitement.  Let’s start by talking about some of the things that I am excited about. 
 
First and foremost, it’s hard not to be excited about the fact that we are going to get back into the building soon.  As I 
write this, the Reopening Committee has met just twice, and they are putting together a set of guidelines and rules that 
will let us begin the process of resuming in-person services, especially Shabbat services, as well as all of our other ac-
tivities.  If you haven’t seen it already, watch for a survey about our reopening plans coming soon. 
 
I expect that we will be back to normal, or very close to normal, by the time the High Holidays get here, if not sooner.  
We could have setbacks, but, failing that, I believe that there is an excellent chance that we are back in our building by 
the fall.  
 
We’ve already had our first two B’nei Mitzvot in the sanctuary since the start of COVID (Rachel DiCori on May 1

st
, and 

Matthew Baker on May 8
th
), and we’ll have Summer Reiffe’s on June 12

th
.   Mazel tov to Rachel, Matthew, and Summer, 

and to their families!  We all share in your joy! 
 
Beyond that, I am excited about working and worshipping with Rabbi Rachel Salston.  She brings so much energy to us, 
and will invigorate our congregation.  She will help us attract new, younger families, and will become the face of the 
FLJC/CBI in the community.  In addition to leading services, Rabbi Salston will continue to hold Jewish Education clas-
ses, and lead all sorts of other activities. 
 
Our new partnership with the Jewish Community Center of Paramus (JCCP) to form the Community Hebrew School of 
Bergen County, led by Marcia Kagedan, will give our students more exposure to the Jewish community in other towns 
besides Fair Lawn, while helping grow our school.  It’s also enabled us to make new friends at the JCCP, while increas-
ing all sorts of opportunities for our students.  And, of course, the already-excellent education that our students have 
received in the past will only get better as the school grows.  
 
On top of all of that, we’ve also got our partnership with Naaleh, the girls’ high school that has taken up residence in our 
building, which has been a big help with our finances, and allows us to make great use out of our building during the 
week, when it’s traditionally been quiet.  
 
And there are smaller things too, that are still pretty significant.  Our Executive Director, Abe Adler, has done a tremen-
dous job with our accounting systems, modernizing and streamlining them.  More on that to come in future columns.  
 
We’ve also got a brand new, and much more modern and attractive web site, thanks in large part to the extraordinary 
work of Shari Toron.  It will continue to evolve and add more functionality over the next few months.   
    

In conjunction with the release of the new web site, we’ve also created a new colorful logo for the FLJC/CBI, which you 
may have already seen in News & Views and the Insider.  It’s also on the website, of course.  (If you have never been to 
our web site, it’s worth a look.   

 
You can find it at www.fljc.com.)  It’s simple, neat, colorful, and eye-catching, and it will work very nicely 
on web site and in print.  
 
So yes, it is with great excitement for our future that I take my place in line as the 37

th
 President of the 

Fair Lawn Jewish Center/Congregation B’nai Israel.   
 

Have a great summer; my next column will appear in September, right before Rosh Hashanah. 
 

Thank you for reading ….                                                                                                     Evan 
                                                    

http://www.fljc.com
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RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Steven Montag and Charles Cohen 

ARE WE THERE YET! 
 

 
We began to test drive re-opening our Sanctuary doors in May!  We celebrated the Bat Mitzvah of Rachel 
DiCori and the Bar Mitzvah of Matthew Baker.  Each was also broadcast over Zoom so that the entire con-
gregation could participate in these joyous events.   
 
June is a transitional month from Sivan to Tammuz, from Spring to Summer, and from the outgoing Presidi-
um to a new President and Board.  We look forward to the Bat Mitzvah of Summer Reiffe on June 12, and to 
opening our doors formally for our first congregational re-opening Shabbat service on June 19.   Mazal Tov 
to all our B’nai Mitzvah and their families. 
 
How wonderful a feeling to return and participate in a live service with a minyan assembled.  To see and 
hear in-person “davening” and “leining” and not across a screen.  Although we continue to broadcast over 
Zoom for those unable to attend in person, we urge you all to get your vaccinations and make every attempt 
to attend services again in person. 
 
The summer months are always a time of relaxing during the holiday lull before the planning begins for the 
High Holiday services.  We will continue our practice of having congregants providing a D’var Torah during 
July and August, so please contact Arthur Wartenberg to offer your assistance and to select a parashah to 
discuss.  
 
Stay tuned to the Insider and emails from the Center to hear about summer services, and especially plans for 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur services. 
 
I will be joining our new president, Evan Marcus, as executive vice president.  I look forward to continuing my 
efforts to support the growth, health and welfare of the shul, along with supporting the Rabbi in her efforts to 
spiritually lead our congregation.   
 
I thank all the members of this committee and the volunteers in all of our services for their hard work and 
commitment to the sustenance of religious activities at the FLJC/CBI.  It could not be done without your help. 
 
To all members: Please make an effort to attend daily and Shabbat services on Zoom while we transition 
back indoors.  We need volunteers as Gabbaim, to daven, recite readings, and read Torah and Haftarah por-
tions.  Please support all the work of this committee by participating in all our forms of services.   
 
I wish everyone a happy and healthy Fathers’ Day and enjoyable summer.   
 
Stay Safe and be well. I hope to see you all soon. 
 

Steven Montag 
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

Michael Baer and Mark Meisel 

As the end of the spring approaches and we transition 
towards summer, the Social Action Committee would 
like to highlight just a few events that will be occurring 
in the next few months.  Before we do that, we would 
like to sincerely thank the many of you who were able 
to donate food or funds for the Pre-Passover Food 
Drive which began at the Purim Car-nival, and ended 
just before Passover began.  We donated the food to 
the Fair Lawn Food Pantry and Center for Food Ac-
tion (CFA). 
   
There are many local organizations that are working 
hard to support the needs of our communities.  For 
instance, CFA has been holding drive-through food 
distributions at their five pantries since the pandemic 
began, and distributed just over 122,000 emergency 
food packages in 2020.  Your generous donations will 
help many families struggling during these difficult 
times. 
 
In May, and again in June, we are putting together 
weekend snack packs for children, and we will get  
our youth involved, socially distant, to help assemble.  
The snack pack program is also run in conjunction 
with the Center for Food Action.  
 

The Social Action Committee also ran another Food 
Drive in May, from May 3rd  to May 27th.  We donat-
ed food to the Fair Lawn Food Pantry, and monetary 
donations to Fair Lawn Food Pantry and the Center 
for Food Action.  Obviously, there is still a great need 
out there in our community for help during these still 
difficult times.   
 

Finally, we plan on running our School Supplies Drive 
over the summer months to assist students in a local 
school who need our help in getting the appropriate 
supplies to succeed in school. Keep your eyes out for 
more information on this important drive.   
 

Wishing all of you a wonderful, happy, healthy and 
safe summer.   
       

  Mark Meisel  and    Michael Baer 

 

ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE   
Charles Cohen 

As we look to the New Year, hopefully we will be 
able to return to the Synagogue, and back to the 
new normal, with some restrictions due to Covid 
19 protocol.    

We will try to develop new classes or activities to 
involve our membership and in-
crease participation. 

We thank Rabbi Emeritus Ronald Roth and Rab-
bi Rachel Salston for their well-received weekly 
classes, hopefully continued in the New Year.    

Also hopefully we can revive our Guest Scholar 
Program in 2022 if there is sufficient interest from 
the congregation, and the funding permits us to 
implement the program. 

The Pew Report for 2020 highlights Issues and 
possible opportunities in the Jewish World.  Pew 
does highlight the great need  for Jewish Adult 
Learning, which can appeal to current members, 
as well as attract the attention of the significant 
number of non-affiliated Jews, many of them 
young adults, and hopefully get them back into 
synagogue and get them involved in renewing or 
initiating Jewish Learning, including rituals 
and  activities. 

We are seeking new committee members for  the 
Adult Education Committee.  If you are interest-
ed in Jewish Learning, and have an idea or pro-
gram you would like to see happen, please join 
our Committee and get involved in implementing 
your idea into a program of benefit to our congre-
gation.  We need your participation to help us in 
making our educational programming more ef-
fective. 

Happy learning. 

    Charlie Cohen 
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SISTERHOOD 
Jennifer Mendelsohn 

I can’t believe it’s already June, and summer is just around the corner!  As I write this final article as your 
President of the Sisterhood I am thinking about how proud and honored I feel for having had the opportunity 
to lead all of you over the past two years.  I could not have done my job without the support and assistance 
of so many creative, strong, hardworking, inspiring, and dedicated women who made up my Board of Offic-
ers.  Thank you to my Board for all that you did for me and our Sisterhood on a regular basis over the past 
two years. 
 
Despite the challenges we faced during the Pandemic, we worked hard to bring our members together on 
Zoom for all sorts of occasions and events.  We found different ways to ensure we stayed connected as a 
Sisterhood, even while being physically apart.   
 
We maintained our Pink Shabbat and Sisterhood Shabbat services while on Zoom, and even managed to 
host a Zoom Tu b’Shvat Seder!  And boy did we love to read and host book clubs and discussions, too!  We 
even managed to host two outdoor social-distanced and masked hikes! 
 
Thank you to all of our members who continued to support us and participate in our events over the past 
year and a half, even though our programs were quite different than they had been in the past.  Your pa-
tience and flexibility was much appreciated.  Your support is what sustains us and continues to keep us be-
ing the strong community that we are so proud to be. 
 
I am quite grateful to Rosemary and Abe for making sure to announce our events in the weekly Insiders, 
through Constant Contact announcements, and all of the other behind-the-scenes help they do to support 
our Sisterhood on a regular basis.  
 
Thank you also Rabbi Salston and the Presidium for supporting Sisterhood in so many ways over the past 
two years.  
 
Thank you to Norma for her assistance in publishing our newsletters and flyers for upcoming events in the 
monthly News & Views.  And thank you to Ilene Laufer, who helped co-write some of the newsletters with 
me over the past few months. 
 
Thank you to Marge for all of her help with setting up and breaking down our events when we were still in 
person for our activities at the FLJC/CBI.    We are hopeful it will not be too much longer until we start to 
have some in-person Sisterhood events back at FLJC/CBI again. 
 
In May, we gathered in person for another masked and distanced hike at Campgaw in honor of Lag B’ 
Omer, with a brief Torah teaching by Tziyva Kraus. Thank you Tzivya for your insightful words at this event, 
and for always educating our Sisterhood in your capacity as our VP of Adult Education.  
 
Also in May, Ilene Laufer and her group of volunteers recruited the Hebrew School students to prepare 
weekend snack packs for kids facing food insecurity. Thank you, Ilene, for taking on this project and teach-
ing our students firsthand the importance of feeding the hungry.  
 
We thank Gerry Kessel for hosting our virtual Torah Fund Brunch at the end of the month, where we hon-
ored the donors who contributed to Torah Fund since September 2020.  The event included listening to a 
third-year rabbinical student from JTS tell us about all the wonderful things that Torah Fund does for the 
Conservative movement.  In June, we will have our final book club event of this year.  Tamar Joffe will mod-
erate the discussion on Marra Gad’s book entitled “The Color of Love”. 
 
On June 18, 2021 we are hoping to be in-person for an outdoor Installation Shabbat service.  I will be pass-
ing the Presidential baton on to Ann Golick at that time.  Mazel tov to Ann as she steps up into this role!  I 
know she will take our Sisterhood to even greater heights!   
 
 
                                                                                                                                      Continued on page 10 
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The MPC will also be installed at that time.   
 
At the conclusion of services, the FLJC/CBI Ellie Weiner Sisterhood Jewish Family Values Scholar-
ship Award will be awarded to a well-deserving graduating senior. Thank you to Andrea Pass and 
her committee for their selection of the recipient.    
 
Come join us at any of our upcoming events!  It’s always nice to see old and new friends at all of our 
programs.    Be on the lookout for the Sisterhood membership packet in your mail towards the end of 
the summer.  Hopefully you will rejoin us, or maybe even join for the first time if you have not been a 
member in the past!  
 
Have a great summer! 

B’shalom,     Jen Mendelsohn 

Hebrew School News  

The 2020-2021 school year has come to a close.  It was a challenging year to say the least, but the students 
did really well with their remote learning.  Our teachers were amazing, and we thank each and every one of 
them for making the year as exciting and enriching as they possibly could. 

As they are most affectionately known:  Mr. L,   Morah Esther,  Rabbi Y,  Mrs. Y.,  Morah Dina,  Rabbi 
Gelman, and  Rabbi Salston -- the CHSBC Board of Education commends you, and thanks each of you for 
an outstanding year, made all the more challenging by being zoom school.  Yasher Koachem! 

I extend a special thank you to three FLJC/CBI teens who volunteered this year to help in our zoom 
school.  Thank you to Benjamin Garfinkle,  Jonathan Murray and  Brooke Tratner.  I do hope that you will 
volunteer next year, and that I will have the opportunity to know you better, and work together with you in our 
school. 

I also want to give a shout out to Shana Conboy and Jessica Tratner, our parent activity co-chairs.  We 
had a few zoom coffee hours facilitated by Jessica and Shana, and the parents really appreciated this op-
portunity to connect.  I look forward to many in-person social opportunities for the parents in the coming 
year. 

We were able to meet the students in person a couple of times in May, in the FLJC/CBI parking lot, and that 
was so special.  The kids and the teachers really enjoyed being together, and the learning and activities 
were full of good positive energy.  It's a great parking lot!  The CHSBC Board of Education is busy planning 
for school opening on Sunday, September 12th, 2021, which will hopefully be in person, at either the 
JCCP/CBT or the FLJC/CBI. 

Our school will continue to meet on Sundays (9:30-12:30) and Tuesdays (4:00-6:00), using both the JCCP 
and FLJC as our classrooms.  Registration is now open, and we ask that you spread the word about our 
school, and encourage people to sign up ASAP, which would help tremendously with our planning and hiring 
for the fall. 

Wishing everyone a safe, happy and enjoyable summer.        

                                                                             Marcia Kagedan 

COMMUNITY HEBREW SCHOOL OF BERGEN COUNTY 
Marcia Kagedan 
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MEN’S PROGRESS CLUB 
Bob Sokol 

We look forward to delivering a new phone directory for the upcoming year.  We are pleased to an-
nounce that the 2021-2022 directory is in the planning stages. Larry Bach will be leading that effort. 
 
Ina Cohen Harris, President of the Jewish Historical Society of North Jersey, and Joy Kurland, Execu-
tive Director, gave a Zoom presentation to the Fair Lawn Jewish Center Men's Progress Club on May 
20 at 8:00 PM. The  title of the presentation was "A Retrospective of the Jewish Historical Society of 
North Jersey: Our Journey from Paterson to Fair Lawn and Beyond." 
 
On Thursday, March 18th, Howard Kessel led an MPC Virtual Kosher Wine Tasting.  He prepared a 
selection of five kosher wines from around the world: four half bottles and one full bottle, including red 
and white wines.  The selection of wines was delivered to participants’ homes. 
 
Yom HaShoah was held April 11th at 11 am via Zoom. It included a reading of remembrance and pray-
ers, as well as a speaker substituting for our young adults. The MPC sponsored the Zoom Seminar.  
We thank Sima and Stuart Alper, and Neil Garfinkle. 
 
Charlie Cohen set up routes for the Yellow Candle Distribution for the Yom HaShoah program. 
 
Joel Ringer brought us Chuck Solomon, Professional Sports Photographer in February.  Chuck was a 
prize-winning staff photographer for Sports Illustrated, and his work is included in the “Sports Illustrat-
ed 100 Best Sports Photographs”.  Many of his photographs have graced the cover of the magazine, 
spanning sports from football to track and field.  
 
We also want to thank Larry Bach for the Worldwide Wrap.  
 
In January, the MPC sponsored the “Big Breakfast General Meeting,” which gave members a glimpse 
of the Men’s Progress Club’s operations. It included finance, fund raising, membership, FJMC and oth-
er aspects of the club.   Other past programs included Dr. Bob Benedon, thanks to Joe Schkolnick.  
Bob is from the Jewish National Fund speaker’s bureau.  He discussed water resources in Israel.  He 
is a member of Makor JNF ambassador group, and has long served his NJ Chapter.  He has been on 
13 JNF missions, and is a practicing Periodontist and is a Clinical Professor at U Penn Dental School.  

 
Thanks to David Gotlib, we also enjoyed Dan Rosen, NHL Senior Sportswriter.  Dan and his family are 
members of the FLJC/CBI.   We enjoyed an interactive discussion about everything related to hock-
ey!   We had an opportunity to ask questions about players, teams, arenas and the Stanley Cup, 
among other topics.  Dan has been a writer for the NHL for a number of years, and you have probably 
seen his columns on NHL.com. 
 
MPC donations for the year, in a time of COVID, was $6,000 which included Kol Nidre, NACOEJ, 
Comedy Night, Social Action, JNF, FJMC, High School Scholarships, and the Gala. 
 
           

           Bob Sokol 



12      

 

Summer Reiffe 
June 12, 2021 
Parsha - Korach   
 

Summer is excited to stand on the bima 
as a Bat Mitzvah where she shares this 
simcha with her parents, Adam and 
Danielle, and her brother, Jacob. Sum-
mer is a ferocious and loyal friend who 
loves Minecraft, Anime, and creating Digital Art.  
 

For her mitzvah project, Summer created a YouTube 
channel in which she does  
Read-Alouds from books by and about the 
LGBTQIA+ population. Summer is an out and proud 
member of the transgender community and hopes to 
raise awareness about justice and equality in Ameri-
ca.  
 
Despite her young age, she has spoken at Fair 
Lawn’s Pride Day in June 2019 and  You can check 
out her Read-Alouds at:  https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCp0I0RUSNSYedHxROBI170g 
 

Summer would like to thank her parents, family, 

friends, Rabbi Salston, Ellen Wertheim, Mr. Lehrer, 

Morah Estelle, Rabbi Yankelewitz, Mrs. Yankelewitz, 

Morah Rona, Morah Aliza, Morah Diana, Morah Lynn, 

Morah Cheryl, Morah Sherry, Morah Toby, and ALL 

of her amazing teachers as well as the staff at FLJC 

for helping her on this journey.  

    MAZEL TOV TO OUR BAT MITZVAH 

 
ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Presents a Movie Review 
Monday, June 14th 8:00 PM 

 
“Shtisel” the final episodes, 6-9  

 
The long-awaited “Shtisel” Season 3 has finally 
arrived on Netflix and is well worth the wait. 
Akiva, Giti and the same great cast, with many 
unexpected twists and turns as the story unfolds. 

 
Movie Reviewer:  Rabbi Salston 

Moderator:  Charles Cohen 
 

Please watch the movie before class 

SYNAGOGUE SKILLS  
LEARNING INSTITUTE 

 
Have you ever wanted to learn to read  

Torah?  Have you ever wanted to learn to read He-
brew?  Instruction is available for: 

 
Torah-reading lessons  

Haftarah chanting 
Davening Mincha and Maariv  

Learning the Brachot   
 Skills to follow Shabbat services more easily 

 
We are ready to begin instruction on your schedule. 

Free and open to all members 
 

To register, e-mail Ellen Wertheim at 
ellenwer@hotmail.com 

 
What skills are you interested in? 

TAMUZ 
 
Tamuz is the Babylonian name of the month called in 
the Torah the fourth month.  It was named by the Jews 
returning from Babylonian exile.   
 
Tamuz is the tenth month of the civil calendar. The 
month consists of 29 days, beginning this year on June 
11, and ending on July 9.  Rosh Chodesh is two days. 
Tamuz’s sign of the Zodiac is Cancer. On 3 Tamuz 
Joshua caused the sun and moon to stand still until 
Israel had avenged herself against the Amorites.  Dur-
ing the last days of the Second Temple, the 14th of 
Tamuz  was declared a feast day, in commemoration 
of a victory gained by the Pharisees over the Saddu-
cees in a dispute regarding the interpretation of the 
Law.  9 Tamuz is called Shiva Asar b’Tamuz, marking 
the breaking-down of the walls of Jerusalem by Nebu-
chadnezzar in 586 BCE.. 
 
17 Tamuz is a fast day (Tzom Tamuz) commemorating 
the day when the walls of Jerusalem were breached by 
Titus in 70 CE.  The day marks the beginning of a peri-
od known as The Three Weeks, mourning the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, leading up to Tisha b’Av, the 9th day 
of Av, falling on July 18 this year.   According to the 
Mishna, four other calamities also happened to Israel 
on that date:  The Tablets of the Law were shattered by 
Moses when he descended from Mt. Sinai and saw the 
people worshipping the golden calf. During the Ro-
mans’ siege of the First Temple the daily sacrificial of-
fering could not take place since sheep could not be 
obtained. 
 
The heathen Apostomos burned the Torah in the Sanc-
tuary. And an idol was erected in the  
Sanctuary. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp0I0RUSNSYedHxROBI170g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp0I0RUSNSYedHxROBI170g
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FAMILY MATTERS 
 
REFUAH SHLEMAH 
Refuah Shlemah to: Lynn Kahn; Leo Hinner ; Kenny Schmier; Michael Katzeff; Jack Policar; 
Jesse Rosenzweig; Neal Lipshitz; Annette Wallen; Roni Zerowin; Ilene Wolosin; Michael Voro-
byov; Arie Greenbaum; Esther Oster; Judith Shain-Alvaro; Rose Lieberman; Flora Frank; Larry 
Mandel  
 
MAZEL TOV, MAZEL TOV to: 
David and Sheryl Lauchheimer on the birth of their new granddaughter, Alaina, born to their chil-
dren Nina and Barry Lauchheimer. 
 
MAY YOU BE COMFORTED 
• Condolences to the family of our long-time member Sydelle Resnick-Singer 
• Condolences on the loss of Linda Yalkowsky, sister to Larry Mandel; sister-in-law to Irene  
      Mandel; and aunt to Andrea Pass and Nancy Bach 
• Condolences to Arlene Albalah on the loss of her husband Jack Albalah 
 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR JUNE BIRTHDAYS:   
Virgilio Alvaro, Nancy Bach, Michael Baer, Rose Baskind, Hagit Berger, Michael Berk, Susan  
Cohen, Jessica Di Cori, Elizabeth Fine, Allen Fletcher, Ari Freydenson, Ann Frisch, Neil Gar-
finkle, Gwendolyn Goldenberg, Howard M. Halpern, Robin Hanik, Ofer Kalina, Allegra Kipnis, 
Deborah Kleinman, Suzanne Mahler, Arnold Manche, Carol Marcus, Jennifer Mendelsohn, 
Craig Mont, Rona Montag, Ruth Ramsfelder, Jaime Ressler, Myra Rosenblatt, Joseph 
Schkolnick, Shirley Shultz,  
Jerome Weiner, Peggy J. Wesley, Daniel Zeevi, Moshe Zyndorf 

 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR JULY BIRTHDAYS:   
Michael Ansonoff, Asi Berger, Rachelle Danto, Michael Edelman, Laurie Fenster, Harry Joseph 
Frenkel, Gail Friedberg, Fran Friedman, Yana Garger, Ann Golick, Jeremy Greene, Lisa 
Greene, Howard Kessel, Jonathan Kipnis, Tracy Kroll, Ilene Laufer, Arthur Levine, Deborah 
Mantilla, Linda Matelson, Pauline Mont, David Palmer, Danielle Reiffe, Robin Ringer, Bernard 
Roth, June Salzman, Lawrence Schwartz, Robert Sokol, Scott Stoler, Shari Toron, Todd Walker, 
Richard Wyler 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR AUGUST BIRTHDAYS:   
Judith Alvaro, William Benlisa, Jack Granowitz, Daniel Greenstein, Nancy Hymovitz, Natalie 
Klein, Shirley Leibowitz, Miriam Levin, Anita Loeb, Samuel Ludzki, Susan Ludzki, Leonard 
Margolis,      Jerome Pitkowsky, Sharon Schwartz, Steven Schwimmer, Seth Seigel-Laddy, 
Toby Smulewitz,   Betty Steigerwald, Ziona Wartenberg, Pearl Weinberg, Elaine Weisfeld, Roz 
Wisotsky, Sam Wolosin 
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MAZEL TOV TO OUR JUNE ANNIVERSARIES:   
William & Anne BenLisa, Gary & Ida Borer, Gary & Merryl Ehrich, Richard Flanzman & Ilene 
Laufer Flanzman, Harry Joseph & Laurie Frenkel, Gerald & Beth Karetnick, Howard & Gerry 
Kessel, Jeffrey & Dorothy Kroll, Stephen & Phyllis Lichenstein, Myron & Sheila Linderman, 
Neal & Geri Lipschitz, Arnold & Barbara Manche, Evan & Carol Marcus, Leonard & Judith 
Margolis, Steven & Susan Meininger, Steven & Rona Montag, Don & Adrienne Peloso, 
Ritchard & Stacey Rosen, Zahavy & Gail Rottenstrich, Michael & Susan Seligman, Howard & 
Rosa Sirota, Kenneth & Robin Spokony, Robert & Freida Wallstein, Jeffrey & Roz Wisotsky 
 
MAZEL TOV TO OUR JULY ANNIVERSARIES:   
Yaron & Hagit Ashkenazi, Alan & Sherry Hans, Ofer Kalina & Elayne Gasmer-Kalina, Barry & 
Jaye Sauer, Martin & Barbara Spector, David & Jessica Tratner  
 
MAZEL TOV TO OUR AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES:   
Stuart & Sima Alper, Jeffrey & Linda Ayes, Eugene & Flora Frank, Alan & Sharon Friess, Bri-
an & Ann Frisch, Neil & Christina Garfinkle, Neil & Karen Krane Goldberg, Edward & Barbara 
Greenberg, Jack & Tamar Joffe, Leonard & Marian Kaufmann, Wade & Allison Klein, Terry & 
Cheryl Lubin, Samuel & Susan Ludzki, Jack & Candance Miller, Craig & Pauline Mont, 
Irving & Norma Pollack, Raviv & Nina Gold Ron, Joseph Schkolnick & Ruth Cohen, Saul & 
Carolyn Shenberg, Alex & Lily Shinkar, David J. & Jody Small, Vadim & Marina Strizhevsky, 
Sam & Ilene Wolosin 
 

May 2021 Donations  
 

BUD KESSLER FUND 
Cantor Max Rubin 
In honor of your 100th birthday 
Fran Kessler 
 
Rabbi Rachel Salston 
In honor of your engagement to David Salomon 
Fran Kessler 
 
EDUCATION FUND 
(Religious School) 
Marcia Mordkowitz 
In honor of Ira Mordkowitz, a good man 
Nancy and John Packard 
 
ELLIE WEINER FUND 
Fair Lawn Jewish Center 
Thank you for your prayers for my son Brian Rosenblatt 
who has recovered from COVID. A small thank you for us 
Brenda and Ritch Leichtnam 
 
Wendy and Russell Hacker 
In memory of Ira Mordkowitz 
Michael Edelman 
 
 

THE GENEROUS HEART WILL BE FULFILLED 

Rabbi Rachel Salston 
Mazel tov on your engagement 
Jerry Weiner 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Russell and Wendy Hacker 
In memory of Ira Mordkowitz 
 
Rabbi Salston 
Mazel tov on your engagement 
Lois and Mark Meisel 
 
HOWARD R. HERMAN FUND 
Mrs. Anne Gunnar and Family 
In loving memory of your daughter and sister Staci 
Arline Herman 
 
RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND 
Mollie Goodman 
In memory of your beloved husband, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather 
Susan Cohen 
 
Anne Gunnar and Family 
In memory of your daughter and sister Staci 
Roz Goodman 
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Evan Marcus 
In memory of your beloved mother 
Roberta 
Susan Cohen 
 
Esther Oster and Family 
In memory of your beloved son, 
brother, husband and father Avi  
Susan Cohen 
 
Rabbi Salston 
Mazel tov on your engagement to 
Daniel Salomon 
Roz Goodman 
 
Rabbi Salston and Daniel Salomon 
Mazel Tov! In honor of your en-
gagement 
Rona and Steve Montag 
 
Steven Schwimmer 
In memory of your beloved mother 
Charlotte 
Susan Cohen 
 
Florence Thaler 
Mazel tov on your very special 105th 
birthday 
Roz Goodman 
 
Cantor Eric Wasser 
In memory of your beloved mother 
Rae 
Susan Cohen 
 
YAHRZEIT  
Jenny Aaron 
Monica and Michael Kleeblatt 
 
Moritz Aaron 
Monica and Michael Kleeblatt 
 
Rosario Santos Alvaro 
Virgilio S. Alvaro 
 
Raphael Amar 
Marcos Amar 
 
Justin Baltin 
Rochelle and Steven Baltin 
 
Lauren Berk 
Sharon and Michael Berk 
 
Irving Blau 
Nathan Blau 
 

Mary Blau 
Nathan Blau 
 
Jacob Chaimovitz 
Arieh Neuwirth 
 
Leonard M. Cohen 
Susan Cohen 
 
Raul Green 
Arlene Green 
 
Celia Heskins 
Randi Paul-Heskins 
 
Adele Hirsh 
Carol M. Hirsh 
 
Phyllis Kaufmann 
Len Kaufmann 
 
Rhea Klein 
Evelyn P. Klein-Schwartz 
 
Mildred Kleiner 
William Wasserstrom 
 
Benjamin Lempert 
Frank Lempert 
 
Larisa Lysaya 
Marina and Vadim Strizhevsky 
 
Alma Lazerwitz 
Miles Lazerwitz 
 
Jack Lipschitz 
Geri and Neal Lipschitz 
 
Rose Marks 
Ira Marks 
 
Sam Marks 
Ira Marks 
 
Ben Mont 
Etta Mont 
 
Isadore Piekarsky 
William Wasserstrom 
 
Max Pintel 
Laura and Joshua Pintel and Family 
 
Pauline Rubin 
Arline Herman 
 

David Sanders 
Stanley Sanders 
 
Melvin Schultz 
Marcia Schultz 
 
Joseph Schuman 
Geri and Neal Lipschitz 
 
Yetta Selman 
Vera Selman 
 
Sassoon Sharbanee 
Mozelle Sansone 
 
Israel Sharfstein 
Gregory Sharfstein 
 
David Shefkowitz 
Gwendolyn Goldenberg 
 
John Sirota 
Howard Sirota 
 
Clara Spring 
Rose Sirota 
 
Ann Steinberg 
Barbara and Phil Steinberg 
 
Mae Trebach 
Pearl Weinberg 
 
Cynthia Weitz 
Judi and Len Margolis 
 
Bernard Yegelwel 
Bernice Yegelwel 
 
Israel Yegelwel 
Bernice Yegelwel 
 
Gertrude Weinberg 
Susan Meininger 
 
Samuel Zelkowitz 
Marlene Markoff 
 

 
 
 

 
 
May their memory be  

for a blessings 



16      

 

10-10 Norma Avenue 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 


