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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
DAILY  

Sunday  9:00 AM & 7:45 PM 
Monday & Thursday 7:45 AM & 7:45 PM  
Tuesday & Wednesday                   8:00 AM & 7:45 PM 

SHABBAT 
 
Friday evening 6:30 PM 
Shabbat      9:30 AM 
Shabbat Mincha   After Morning Service & Kiddush 

There is no evening Maariv service on Shabbat 
 

Note: The Fair Lawn Jewish Center shares minyan services with 
Temple Beth Sholom. Please check the FLJC/CBI  

website or the weekly Insider for minyan locations. 

    
CANDLELIGHTING 

 
 
 
FEBRUARY 7  5:02 PM 
FEBRUARY 14  5:11 PM 
FEBRUARY 21  5:19 PM 
FEBRUARY 28  5:27 PM 

 
 

מּ, נחמּ עמינח  
We note with sorrow the passing of 

 
 

Nachum Rave, brother of  Zahavy Rottenstrich 
 
 
 

May the Lord console and sustain you, 
 together with all the mourners for  Zion  and Jerusalem. 
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS 

Rabbi Dina Shargel 

Below is a slightly adapted version of the sermon I gave in 
early January. 
 

After the recent anti-Semitic attacks in Brooklyn, Manhat-
tan and Jersey City, this week we were shocked to learn 
of yet another vicious assault by a violent and disturbed 
person upon the Jewish community, this time upon our 
neighbors in Monsey.  The details of the assault are vivid 
and terrible.  An intruder entered the home of a Hasidic 
rabbi, armed with a machete.  By the time the people in 
the rabbi’s house had overpowered him, he had wounded 
five Hasidic Jews … all this as the Hanukkah candles 
burned in the house.  
 

It was a senseless act, doubtless the work of a severely 
damaged man.  But just as surely, the act of violence 
springs from the culture of toxic hatred that is spreading, 
in our time, like a cancer.  Violence against minority 
groups is on the rise.  And increasingly, Jews are being 
singled out as targets. 
 

When we hear story after story of Jews maimed and 
killed, we feel more than vulnerable.  We can feel power-
less.  Helpless.  
 

Yet it is also important to remember that people at the rab-
bi’s house fought back.  They took charge at a crucial mo-
ment. They saved lives.  They were not helpless.  
  

And we need not be helpless either.  
 

It is in our power to fight hatred with love.  How – specifi-
cally – can we do so?  We can let members of the Monsey 
community know we care about them.  We can sign letters 
of support from organizations such as the American Jew-
ish Committee.  We can write letters of our own.  We can 
send donations to organizations that combat hatred, such 
as the Anti-Defamation League.  25,000 people gathered 
in solidarity in Foley Square in Manhattan for a march 
over the Brooklyn Bridge.  The banner read “No hate.  No 
fear.”  
 

We can show brother- and sisterhood with those in the 
ultra-Orthodox and Hasidic communities, even though 
many of their ways of practicing Judaism are different 
from ours.  
 

Now is the time to put aside divisions within our own com-
munity, and recognize that Jews of all streams are all one 
people.  The unity and the strength we show can, and 
should, be more powerful, much more powerful, than the 
hatred directed against us. 
 

When I think about the necessity of Jewish unity, I think 
also of the World Zionist Congress, where an important 
election is forthcoming.  I don’t mean the political election 
for Prime Minister in Israel.  I am referring to the World 
Zionist Congress election, which takes place only once 
every five years.  It’s an opportunity for Jews in Israel, as 

 

On Jewish Unity and Solidarity   
well as the Diaspora, to demonstrate solidarity with the Con-
servative movement in Israel, which is also called Masorti. 
The official party of the Conservative/Masorti movement is 
MERCAZ. The platform of MERCAZ stands for pluralism, 
religious diversity and democracy.  
   

Just as there are forces in the secular world that drive Jews 
and non-Jews apart, so also are there forces in the Zionist 
world that don’t recognize the legitimacy of the Conserva-
tive/Masorti movement.  The World Zionist Organization was 
founded by Theodor Herzl, who envisioned Israel as a 
homeland for all Jews.  
 

Unfortunately, the government of the State of Israel recog-
nizes only Orthodoxy as a legitimate form of Judaism.  The 
Orthodox establishment controls the lives of all Israeli Jews 
in personal matters such as marriage, divorce, funerals and 
conversions.  And the Israeli government funds hundreds of 
Orthodox institutions in excess of $1 billion. But all the non-

Orthodox communities combined only receive a tiny fraction 
of that allotment.  
  

Every five years, the Congress elects delegates to deter-
mine who will be the next leaders of the World Zionist Or-
ganization – both within Israel and from the Diaspora.  It is 
important that MERCAZ receive as many votes as possible 
from members of Conservative congregations in the U.S.  
The more votes we turn out for MERCAZ, the more influ-
ence our movement will be able to exert in government poli-
cy debates.  Then, our chances will be better of securing the 
funds that Masorti sorely needs. 
 

To pledge to vote, go to MERCAZ2020.org or text VOTE to 
917-336-1162.  MERCAZ will then send you a reminder to 
vote.  The voting period is January 21 - March 11, 2020. 
 

The day after the attack in Monsey, at a neighboring syna-
gogue, three hundred people gathered in the streets to cele-
brate the dedication of a Torah.  Unabashedly joyous, they 
sang, danced and marched, while onlookers cheered them 
on.  
 

We live in an era of fear and anxiety, of gun attacks and ma-
chete attacks.  But whatever battle the enemies of love and 
pluralism are fighting, we must fight a different battle of our 
own.  We must join in solidarity with Jews from within our 
midst, as well as from without.  
  

We must combat division with unity, hate with hope.  In our 
time, we must live up to the Talmud’s timeless teaching: Kol 
yisrael areivim zeh ba-zeh. 
   

All Jews are responsible to one another.  
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SYNAGOGUE SKILLS  
LEARNING INSTITUTE 

 

Have you ever wanted to learn to read To-
rah?  Have you ever wanted to learn to read  

Hebrew? 
 

Instruction is available for: 
Torah-reading lessons  

Haftarah chanting 

Davening Mincha and Maariv  
Learning the Brachot   

 Skills to follow Shabbat services more easily 
 

We are ready to begin instruction  
on your schedule. 

 

Free and open to members 
 

To register, e-mail Ellen Wertheim at 
ellenwer@hotmail.com 

 

What skills are you interested in? 

 

NOSH & KNOWLEDGE 

Tuesdays, 11:30 AM -12:30 PM 

Youth Lounge 
 

Engage in challenging discussions as we study 
the Book of Deuteronomy.  All texts are read in 
English; no prior knowledge is necessary, and 

each class is independent of the others.   
 

Come for Bible and a bagel. 
 

Upcoming Schedule of Classes: 
 

February 4, 11, 18, 25  
March 3, 10,17, 21, 31   

April 21, 28  
May 5, 12, 19, 26  

June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

10 
 

10:  Such a simple number . . . 
But such an important number! 

 

It takes 10 to make a minyan, every 
morning and every evening. 

 

But to do so, we need 10. 
 

Men, women, kids above bar/bat mitzvah 
age. We need every one of you to help us 

keep alive our long tradition of the daily 
minyan. 

Please come . . . be a perfect 10! 
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERING 

Leonard Kaufmann 

 

It is not for you to complete the task, 
 

 Neither are you free to refrain from it. 
 

This is my last column as President.  Although I will continue my duties for the completion of the 2 year 
term of the Presidium, on March 1, I hand over the gavel for meetings, and the pen for this column, to 
Ellen Wertheim, who is next in line.  I close my tenure with the above quotation from Pirke Avot.  It is the 
same one I cited in my first and in my final columns as President back in 2005 – 2007.  I am struck by 
how true it resonates still. 
 
 

The same questions are before us today as they were when I first joined the synagogue in 1982, 
through my service as a Board member in the 1990’s, and my terms as an officer and President in the 
2000’s.  They are surely familiar to you as well: 
 

• How do we meet the needs of our members? 

• How do we make our services meaningful and inspirational? 

• How do we educate and encourage our children? 

• How do we attract new members? 

• What is the appropriate professional staff structure, and who are the best people to fill 
those jobs? 

• How do we pay for all we want to do? 

 
 

The questions may be the same, but I have come to realize that the answers are rarely the same.  Time 
is not static.  For almost 70 years, we, the members of this fine institution, have struggled to find the 
right answers – that is, the right answer for that time.  I believe we have done a pretty good job.  We 
have accomplished so much, and come so far as a synagogue.  
 

 

Yet the questions remain. 
 
 

And they shall remain, for as soon as we have the right answer for today, tomorrow will roll around and 
present new challenges.  We should view this as a positive and exciting opportunity.  As John F. Kenne-
dy famously said, “I do not shrink from this responsibility – I welcome it.” 
 

How do we go about meeting these current challenges?  First, we must recognize that the FLJC/CBI of 
2020 is not the same as even 10, or 5, years ago.  Our demographics have changed. Our modes of 
communication have changed.  Our numbers have changed.  So we, too, must change.  We have to 
learn to live within our means.  We have to do a little more ourselves, and not rely on others to do so.  If 
we are not for ourselves, who will be for us? 

 
 

Some specific examples: 
• We should all try to come to services more. I know we are all busy.  I concede even that for some 

the current service may not be appealing.  But your presence can change that.  More people makes 
a friendlier service. Your opinion on how to improve a service is more meaningful if it is from first-
hand observation. 

• We should all try to do a little more for a committee or a function.  Every little bit helps. 
Continued on page 6 
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Presidential Pondering continued from page 5. .. 
 

• We should expand our horizons, and get to know and cooperate with other conservative congrega-
tions in our area.  Our futures are intertwined and interdependent.  

• Yes - we should all try to contribute a little more, or help fund raise more. We only have ourselves to 
rely on to pay the bills.  

• We should talk to, and listen to each other more.  A respectful and open exchange of ideas is the 
best way to reach an effective resolution of a challenge. 

 

Most of all, we should continue to care.  If you care, you will act.  The mere fact that you are taking the 
time to read News and Views, and this column, evidences your interest and your stake in this future. 
 
 

I see a bright future ahead if we have the desire to make it so.  At the end of the day, we are the only 
ones who can create the kind of Jewish community that we need, that we want.  I can’t promise that it 
will always be easy, but I can promise that the reward is great. 
 

So let us all resolve that, as to the sacred task before us, we will “never flinch, never weary, never des-
pair.”  For after all, it is not for us to complete the task, but neither are we free to refrain from it. 
 

You can make a real difference. Thank you for all you have done, and all you do.  
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SABRA CULTURE 

 

Beginners’ Israeli Dancing 

Arts & Crafts 

Hebrew Literature (in Hebrew) 
American History 

  

 

 

FAMILY MATTERS 

 

 

MAZEL TOV! 
 

Mazel Tov to Bena & Steven Weil on the birth of 
their grandson, Samuel Ellis Dorn, born to their 
children Danielle & Devon Dorn. 
 

Yasher Koach to Ilana Schwartz, daughter of 
our members Barry & Alyssa Schwartz, who 
will be singing with the Jewish a capella group, 
Pizmon, on Shabbat Shira, February 7 and 8. 
 

WISHING A REFUAH SH’LEMAH TO: 
 

Flora  Frank 

Arie Greenbaum 

Marian Kaufmann 

Rose Lieberman 

Larry Mandel 
Jack Miller 

Esther Oster  
Gail Rottenstrich 

Burnetta Bard 

Judith Shain– Alvaro 

  

 

MAY YOU BE COMFORTED 

 

Condolences to Zahavy & Gail Rottenstrich on 
the loss of Zahavy’s brother, Nachum Rave. 
 

A Message from Rabbi Ronald S. Roth 

Swab Your Cheek and Save A Life! 
Sunday, March 1 – 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM  

 

My life was saved with a bone marrow transplant 
after the blood cancer I was diagnosed with in 
2015 began to progress.  It was the only cure for 
my disease.  
 

I learned that finding a matching donor can be 
complicated.  Unlike blood donations with a rela-
tively small numbers of blood types, finding a 
match for a bone marrow transplant requires that 
ten factors align.  Typically, siblings are the best 
source for a perfect match.  My one full sibling 
was tested shortly after I was diagnosed, and he 
was not a match.  I was listed with Be The Match, 
the organization that seeks matches for bone 
marrow transplants in the summer of 2015.  That 
group connects with many others all over the 
world seeking matches.  During the three years I 
was on the list, not one perfect match was found 
for me.  There was one nine-out-of-ten match, but 
using that match halves the possibility of a suc-
cessful transplant.  At one point my transplant 
doctor told me about haploid, half, matches that 
were having some success, even though they 
were more likely to cause complications.  Our 
son, Gabriel, was tested, and was a half match. 
He became my donor, and, fortunately, my trans-
plant was a success. 
 

I want all patients who need a transplant to have 
the greatest odds of survival by having a full, ten- 
out-of-ten match.  That requires a much larger 
group of donors.  Therefore I am organizing a 
drive to add more donors to the Be The Match 
registry.  To do so requires that the potential do-
nor swab his or her cheek.  I will circulate more 
details soon about being a donor, or you can find 
out more about that at bethematch.org under 
“Transplant Basics.” 
 

Our drive will be on the same morning as the 
Purim Fun Run, Sunday morning, March 1st 
from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM.  Swab your cheek 
before your run, or after dropping off your 
child at the Religious School, or just show up 
to save a life.  Ask your friends to do so as 
well.  I hope to see you there.  
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TORAH SCROLLS RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE 
 

Steven Montag and Charlie Cohen 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 calendar year is upon us and changes are always happening during this transitional time.  We are no different 
and the RAC is actively reviewing its roles and responsibilities while continuing to provide daily services for the syna-
gogue.  I am honored to join and help lead the efforts of this critical group of dedicated members who tirelessly work on 
our behalf to prepare for weekly Shabbat services, upcoming holidays, and maintain the religious articles throughout the 
center.    During the Chanukah holiday in December we had the need to prepare three Torah scrolls for use during the 
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Chanukah service.  In addition, we had to prepare one Torah scroll in the small chapel for Shab-
bat Mincha service and two for Sunday Shacharit service.  Each Torah Scroll positioned to a different parshat in ad-
vance.   
 

The Torah Scroll is the holiest of all documents for the Jewish people and our congregation is extremely fortunate to own 
fourteen scrolls along with a Haftarah Scroll recently commissioned by us and dedicated in December 2012.  Since 
1978, we were also privileged to be the recipient of the Pacov Scroll as a permanent memorial to the martyrs from 
whose Synagogues they came; many of them are distributed throughout the World, to be memorials everywhere to the 
Jewish tragedy, and spread light as harbingers of future brotherhood on Earth; and all of them bear witness to the glory 
of the Holy Name. (This Scroll is the property of the Memorial Scrolls Trust and I mention only to highlight the great 
lengths Jews around the world take to save and conserve a Sefer Torah).  Since 1978, we were also privileged to be the 
recipient of the Pacov Scroll as a permanent memorial to the martyrs from whose Synagogues they came; many of them 
are distributed throughout the World, to be memorials everywhere to the Jewish tragedy, and spread light as harbingers 
of future brotherhood on Earth; and all of them bear witness to the glory of the Holy Name. (This Scroll is the property of 
the Memorial Scrolls Trust and I mention only to highlight the great lengths Jews around the world take to save and con-
serve a Sefer Torah). 
 

A Sefer Torah which is in perfect order, and meets all the requirements ordained by custom for use in prayer, is deemed 
to be kasher, “fit”, a word also applied to permitted food; both circumstances relate to the pursuit of holiness according to 
ancient ritual. An entire Torah scroll, meticulously written out by hand, takes about a year to complete. It requires trained 
skill and mastery as even the tiniest error in spelling or lettering will make the entire document invalid.  Composed of 
304,805 Hebrew letters, with 42 lines per page, a Torah scroll must be written using the same tools and methods as the 
ancients more than three thousand years ago. The Jewish scribe who writes and repairs the Torah and other religious 
writings is referred to as a Sofer.  Whilst the strictest rules apply to the correction of errors made in the course of writing 
a scroll, an area of script which has been damaged or stained later is regarded more leniently. It too must be immacu-
lately repaired, but it is sufficient for the surface to be gently scraped away, dusted with powdered chalk and rewritten. 
Repairs must cover whole letters or preferably words; individual letters must not be interrupted for repair.  
 

It is our obligation and a great mitzvah to care for and maintain a sefer torah. The Religious Affairs Committee along with 
Rabbi Shargel recently engaged with an experience Sofer Stam, Rabbi Daniel Wigodsky, to review all of our scrolls.  It 
was determined that all needed some repairs and some were found to be unfit until serviced.  We have proceeded to 
start repairs, using monies from specially designated Gifts and Memorial funds for this purpose.   It is our desire to com-
plete repairs to all of the Torah scrolls, to repair the auxiliary items – such as the covers and the ties – and to maintain 
them on a regular basis. The initial repairs will deplete these designated funds.  To that end, we wish to solicit support 
for this project and ongoing maintenance.  We will honor all those with a $180 donation or more with a special Aliyah 
ceremony at the completion of the Torah repairs.  In addition, we are seeking volunteers who have sewing and sewing 
machine skills to help repair the Torah belt binders (Gartel) with new elastic and Torah covers where needed.  Please 
send me your email at  stevenm2@optonline.net and we will contact you when we plan for this activity. Thank you for 
your support and we will keep you updated on this important project.— Steven Montag 
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SISTERHOOD 

Jennifer Mendelsohn 

 

Our Sisterhood was busy during the months of De-
cember and January, both inside and outside of our 
FLJC/CBI community!  
 

In early December, a few of us took a field trip down 
to the East Brunswick Jewish Center for the Garden 
State Region’s Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism’s Sisterhood Brunch and Torah Fund 
Achievement Awards Ceremony.  Our Sisterhood 
received an award there for reaching our Torah Fund 
fundraising goal for the year!  Yasher Koach to our 
Torah Fund chair, Gerry Kessel,  and thank you to all 
who bought a Torah Fund pin or contributed with a 
donation to Torah Fund this past year.  Your Torah 
Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates Con-
servative/Masorti Judaism throughout the world!  It 
was nice seeing so many Torah fund pins being worn 
by our Sisterhood members at our recent Sisterhood 
Shabbat service.  
 

I had the opportunity to lead some crafts at the Ha-
nukkah Hagigah, which Sisterhood hosted once 
again this year for the Religious School children and 
their families.  Thank you to Neil Garfinkle, Jay Mur-
ray, and the entire Religious School Committee, as 
well as Rabbi Shargel, and the Sisterhood ladies and 
the MPC gentlemen who volunteered their time to 
make sure that everyone who attended had fun craft-
ing, singing, and eating! 
 

Ilene Laufer graciously opened up her home to host 
our Vodka & Latkas party.  Thank you, Ilene, for be-
ing such a wonderful hostess, and going out of your 
way to ensure that this event was the smashing suc-
cess that it always is! 
 

Yasher Koach to Ilene Laufer and Estelle Haberman 
for co-chairing a beautiful Sisterhood Shabbat ser-
vice.  Yasher Koach also to Ellen Wertheim and Rab-
bi Shargel, who helped prepare many of our partici-
pants in learning their parts.  Thank you to the Kid-
dush Committee, who helped ensure that we had a 
delicious and festive luncheon following services.  
And lastly, thank you and Yasher Koach to all of the 
Sisterhood women who participated in the service.  It 
was truly a meaningful and uplifting service because 
of all of you! 
 

Our second book club event of the year took place in 
January.  Pauline Mont led a very interesting and en- 

gaging discussion on the book entitled, Those Who 
Save Us, by Jenna Blum.  
 

Looking ahead, here are some events which might be 
of interest to you …  
 

Tu B’Shvat Seder - Come celebrate Tu B’Shvat with 
your Sisterhood sisters on February 9th at the 
FLJC/CBI.  We’ll have an interactive seder with vari-
ous fruits and wines, while reading passages appro-
priate to them!  This is always a very festive, fun and 
well-attended event! 
 

Sisterhood is packing Mishloach Manot bags for Pu-
rim on February 23rd at 10am.  We welcome volun-
teers to help us! Contact Donna Pasternak at 
dpast123@aol.com with any questions you might 
have. 
 

Annual Purim 5K Fun Run/1 Mile Walk - March 1st - 
Start this new year off on the right foot as you 
run/walk to raise money for Camp Ramah’s Tikvah 
Program, an overnight camp through Ramah for chil-
dren with special needs.  If you don’t want to run or 
walk, come volunteer at this event, or simply make a 
donation to support this worthy cause.  Contact Ilene 
Laufer at rflanzman@aol.com with any questions. 
 

FLJC/CBI Annual Purim Carnival - March 8th!!  Bring 
your kids, grandkids, friends, neighbors, nieces, neph-
ews etc. to what promises to be a great time for all 
ages!  There will be fun games, yummy carnival food, 
face painting, prizes galore, and goldfish!  I’m excited 
to announce that our newest board member, Siri 
Horvitz, is chairing this event, and she is bursting with 
bright ideas so that this carnival is the best one yet!  
We are in need of much help to make this event a 
success, however. Contact Siri at 
siri.horvitz@gmail.com with any questions, and/or to 
volunteer for this event. 
 

Hope to see you soon at some or all of our upcoming 
events! 
 

B’shalom, 
 

 Jen Mendelsohn 
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ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE   
Charles Cohen 

 

MEN’S PROGRESS CLUB 

Bob Sokol 

Happy New Year from the Men’s Progress Club. 
 

 This is a summary of our events: 
 

In January  we had The Big Breakfast.  Thanks to 
Joe Schkolnick for organizing the breakfast, and 
Howard Kessel for the food.  Thanks to the entire 
board for supporting the breakfast. 
 

We are proud to give $5,000 to the FLJC/CBI for the 
HVAC system for the Gym. 
  

In December we had a breakfast with David Gotlib, 
and a presentation from the Fair Lawn Radio Club. 
It was a great presentation 

 

In December we honored Larry Bach as the Man of 
The Year with the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs 
in Springfield, NJ. 
 

We completed  the Chanukah Candle Wrap and 
distribution for the synagogue members.  Thanks to 
Charlie Cohen for leading that effort  
 

 Other past events included: 
 

• The Paid-Up Membership Event on men’s 
health.   

• We had a great time bowling with the Sister-
hood, and hope to do more joint programs in the 
future   

• We had a terrific Poker Tournament.  Thanks to 
Neil Garfinkle for that event. 

• We completed and distributed the phone direc-
tory.  Please support the phone directory. 

• The Self Defense Breakfast in September.  
 

 Future Events Include: 
 

The Worldwide Wrap in February  
Purim Carnival with the Sisterhood in March. 
A breakfast about sports and politics in the late 
spring. 
 

I hope that you join us this year.  If you have any 
questions about the MPC, feel free to contact me at 
sokolr1@gmail.com about any new ideas you would 
like to share with us. 
 

Bob Sokol 

Shalom Chaverim, 
 

Two thousand years ago our great sage, Hillel, 
said “He who does not increase his knowledge 
decreases it.” 
 

In pursuit of more knowledge, many Jews study 
one page of Talmud every day (Daf Yomi), in a 
seven-year cycle of study which recently culmi-
nated in a gathering of more than 70,000 Jews at 
Met Life Stadium, not to watch a sports event, but 
to rejoice and celebrate the completion of the 
seven-year cycle of Talmud study, and the begin-
ning of the next cycle, in an ongoing lifetime 
study of Talmud. 
 

I realize that this level of intense study is not suit-
able for everyone, but we should at least endeav-
or, in our own way, and at our own pace, to in-
crease our Jewish knowledge of Torah, as well 
as to enjoy books, films, and popular Jewish and 
Israeli culture.  All this goes into being a well-
rounded and engaged person of the Jewish faith 
in the 21st century. 
 

Educating our children is critical to the continuity 
of Judaism, and we, the adults, are the role mod-
els,  and we set an example for our youth.  What 
we do, and how we do it, has a profound influ-
ence on our children and their future religious en-
gagement.   
 

Rabbi Roth is continuing his weekly Tuesday 
class, Nosh & Knowledge, and if you are retired, 
or work from home, why don’t you consider join-
ing us in our weekly class for a bagel and a taste 
of Torah.  Each week’s class is independent of 
the others, so come whenever you can, even if 
you can’t attend each week. 
 

Happy learning! 
 

Charlie Cohen 
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

Michael Baer and Mark Meisel 

 

 

As the New Year and New Decade has just be-
gun, many changes have occurred.  The Social 
Action Committee has also made some chang-
es.  After many years of her hard work and 

utmost dedication to this committee, Nina Gold 
Ron has decided to step down as Chairperson.  
Her shoes will be almost impossible to fill, as she 
has worked tirelessly for almost a decade at the 
helm of the Committee.  She has brought new 
and innovative projects for our Center to partici-
pate in, and spread Tikkun Olam throughout our 
community.  We are delighted to report that Nina 
will remain an active member of our Committee, 
and continue to bring her love and passion to the 
Center.  
 

Finding a Chairperson for the Committee has 
been impossible.  Since Nina left such big shoes 
to fill, two people have agreed to Co-Chair the 
Committee.  Our Immediate Past President, Mi-
chael Baer, and our Executive Committee Mem-
ber and former Chairperson of the Social Action 
Committee, Mark Meisel, have agreed to take on 
this role.  Both are extremely excited to take the 
helm of this most important committee.  
 

Some of the upcoming events are, for Tu 
B’Shvat, the Vav and Zayin classes will be doing 
a craft project with the guys from the Fair Lawn 
J-ADD (Jewish Association for Developmental 
Disabilities) group home.  Anyone interested in 
helping, please contact Nina. 
 

In addition , we continue to provide a Shabbat 
meal for those who have been hospitalized 
(thanks, Sisterhood, for subsidizing!) and spend 
time with homeless families on Sundays through 
Family Promise.  Please contact Sarit Hand if 
you would like to participate with Family Promise.  
It’s easy, only takes two hours of your time, and 
allows homeless families with children, who oth-
er- wise would have nowhere to be, to stay at the 
Family Center in a church in Ridgewood. You 
can bring your child. a friend, or your parent! 
 

 

 

 

These are just a few of the upcoming events.  
There are going to be numerous opportunities to 
volunteer in and around our Center.  Please stay 
tuned, and keep your eyes out for information on 
these opportunities.   
 

As always, we welcome your ideas and participa-
tion.  Our meetings are usually the second Mon-
day night of the month, and all are welcome. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

Michael Baer  and   Mark Meisel 
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By the 1950s, the Blender family helped estab-
lish the first Jewish Community Center in Fair 
Lawn.  
And by Fair Lawn's 50th birthday, the Blender 
family was leading the parade through town.  
 

Blender operated the farm until 1949, when he 
sold it to his sons, who ran the milk business for 
30 more years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of nine siblings, Carol Blender Lazerowitz is the 
last one living.  She had lobbied for almost six 
years for a plaque or street name to commemo-
rate her family’s contributions. 
 

Lazerowitz raised her family in Fair Lawn, and 
still lives in town.  Her daughter, Linda Ayes, 
became a teacher at Radburn Elementary 
School. 
 

“When people hear my last name, they go, 
“‘Are you related to Ike Blender the milkman?’”  
Lazerowitz said.  
 

 

 

This article appeared in The Record on December 26. 
 

Thanks to Shari Toron for sending in  
this piece of Fair Lawn history 

The clinking of glass bottles, the clip-clop of 
horses’ hooves, and the rattle of carriage 
wheels were the sounds that accompanied Mor-
ris Blender when he set out every day delivering 
milk in Fair Lawn and many parts of Paterson.  
As he traveled daily down the one-lane bridge 
on Fair Lawn Avenue, in the years before World 
War II, he was leaving his mark on the bor-
ough's history. 
 

Blender's dairy farm may be long gone, but his 
family name will live on, etched on a plaque that 
will be placed on Prospect Avenue, near the site 
of their property between Prospect Avenue and 
Saddle River Road.  “The Blender family has a 
long history in Fair Lawn. … This is a way that 
we can hold on to a small part of our history,” 
said Deputy Mayor Gail Rottenstrich.  
 

Blender moved from Poland to New Jersey for 
more opportunity, first settling in Paterson in 
1911.  When he purchased his nine-acre farm in 
1918, Fair Lawn was still part of Saddle River.  
It wasn't until 1925 that Fair Lawn was incorpo-
rated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents of Kate Blender and grandparents to  
Blender children sitting on the farm in 1948  

Photo: Carol Blender Lazerowitz   
 
 

The Blender Dairy became the first Jewish farm 
in Fair Lawn, at a time when Jews faced dis-
crimination.   
 

 

PLAQUE HONORING THE BLENDER FAMILY, 
PARENTS OF CAROL BLENDER LAZEROWITZ, AND GRANDPARENTS OF LINDA AIG, 

TO BE INSTALLED ON PROSPECT AVENUE 

  

 

Kate & Morris Blender at a wedding reception in 1973   

(Photo: Carol Blender Lazerowitrz) 
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PURIM STORY TIME AT THE LIBRARY 

 

The FLJC/CBI is hosting our second  
Story Time at the Fair Lawn Public Library,   

as we prepare to celebrate Purim. 
 

Families with young children (ages 2 - 8)  
are invited to join us on  

Sunday, March 1, at 2:00 PM at the Library  
for story time, songs, hamantaschen,  

and a costume parade. 
 

See the Flyer on page 24. 
 

For more information, to register, or  to volunteer 
to lend a hand, please contact Andrea Pass,  

andreapasspr@gmail.com. 
 

Special thank you’s to those who assisted  
with Hanukka Story Time in December: 

 

Carol Marcus 

Christina Garfinkle 

Kayla Seigel-Laddy 

Neil Garfinkle 

Ben Garfinkle 

Heidi Seigel-Laddy 

Shari Toron 

Penny Samuels 

Harold’s Kosher Deli 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT . . . ? 

 

The Jewish Braille Institute was established in 
1931 to provide the blind, visually-impaired, and 
reading-disabled with free books, magazines, and  
special publications of Jewish and general inter-
est, in Audio, Large Print, and Braille.   
 

Now known as JBI International, the organization 
enables individuals with diminished vision to un-
derstand and participate in the cultural life of their 
communities.   
 

Their unique programs enrich the lives of more 
than 35,000 individuals of all backgrounds and 
ages in the United States, Israel, and around the 
world. 
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Sh’vat, the eleventh month, always consists of 30 
days, and Rosh Chodesh Sh’vat is always one 
day.  Sh’vat began this year on January 27 , and 
will end on February 25.  Its sign of the Zodiac is 
Aquarius. 
 

Tradition holds that Moses declaimed the Book of 
D’varim (Deuteronomy) to Israel beginning on the 
first of the month, and concluded on the seventh 
of Adar. 
 

2 Sh’vat commemorates the death of Alexander 
Yannai, the Hashmonean king of Judea, and high 
priest from 103-76 BCE.. 
 

The Sabbath on which the sidra Beshalach is 
read is called Shabbat Shira, because it contains 
the song sung by Israel after the splitting of the 
Red (or Reed) Sea.   
 

In addition to the Song of the Sea, this portion 
contains many other themes: the Exodus from 
Egypt, the splitting of the Sea, the statutes and 
judgments given in Marah, the manna, the well, 
and the war with Amalek.  
 

This song is recited every day, and is read public-
ly one Shabbat each year, with a special melody.  
Some people follow the custom of standing when 
it is read.  
   
On Shabbat Shira some people scatter remnants 
of their Sabbath meal outside their homes.   
 

One reason is that Beshalach tells of the manna 
which came down every day when Israel was 
wandering in the wilderness.  The people were 
told to gather a double portion of manna on Fri-
day, since none would fall on Shabbat.  However, 
some iniquitous people scattered some of their 
manna on the fields, intending to gather it on 
Shabbat morning, so they could say that Moses 
was deceitful.  However, the birds ate all the scat-
tered manna during the night.  Therefore, to this  
day, some people scatter remnants of their Sab-
bath meals outside their homes to feed the birds. 
 

Another reason suggested for scattering food out-

side on Shabbat is to reward the birds for the 
song they chirp to God every day.   
 

15 Sh’vat (Tu b’Sh’vat) is known as the New 
Year of Trees. 
 

22 Sh’vat marks the anniversary of the assassi-
nation of the emperor Caligula, and the abolition 
of his decree to erect his statue in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. 
 

28 Sh’vat is the anniversary of the death of Anti-
ochus IV Epiphanes, the Syrian king who plun-
dered the Temple, and attempted to destroy Ju-
daism by making its observance punishable by 
death, which led to the Maccabean revolt in 167 
BCE. 
 

30 Sh’vat is the first day of Rosh Chodesh Adar. 

 

SH’VAT 
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Over the centuries, the minor holiday of Tu 
b’Sh’vat, the 15th of Sh’vat, has been trans-
formed, probably more than any other on the 
Jewish calendar, from an agricultural technicality 
to a celebration of national ideals.   
 

The Torah commands Jewish farmers to contrib-
ute 10% of the fruit of their orchards to the Tem-
ple.  The tithe reminded the farmers Who really 
owns the land on which they farmed.   In order to 
determine when the growing year began, the sag-
es decided it should be when fruit begins to flow-
er.  The almond tree flowers in Israel by the 15th 
of Sh’vat, and since then the day has also been 
known as Rosh Hashanah la Ilanot: the New 
Year of the Trees. 
 

The date began to assume a holiday character 
after the destruction of the Second Temple, when 
the Jews were dispersed and they expressed 
their longing for the Land.   
 

But it was the Kabbalists who originated the cele-
bration of the tree.  They saw the tree as the 
symbol of life itself, and saw a connection be-
tween the tree and The Tree of Life in the Crea-
tion story.   And the Tree of Life, they said, was a 
symbol of God.  They created a special service 
modeled on the Passover Seder, which included 
eating fruits that grow in Israel, drinking four 
glasses of wine, and reading from sacred texts.   
 

When European Jews began to establish agricul-
tural settlements in the Land in the nineteenth 
century they instituted annual Tu b’Sh’vat plant-
ing ceremonies with marching bands and ban-
ners.   
 

Tu b’Sh’vat is not marked by prohibition of work, 
but is invested with a festive air.  Tachanun is not 
recited during Shacharit or during the preceding 
Mincha.  Eulogies are not recited for the dead, 
nor is Av HaRachamim, which recalls the souls of 
the dead, recited when Tu b’Sh’vat falls on Shab-
bat.   
 

 

 

 

 

While Tu b’Shvat does not commemorate any act  
of God in human events, and is not mentioned in 
the Torah, it yet embraces two principles central 
to Judaism: the primacy of the Land of Israel, and 
the partnership between God and the people of 
Israel.  
 

Today we celebrate Tu b’Sh’vat by eating fruit 
from Israel, and by eating a new fruit which had 
not already been eaten that year, so Shehechey-
anu may be recited.  The Kabbalists saw in the 
seeds of the fruits the potential for new life in the 
next generation.   
 

We plant trees because the first thing God did 
once He had created land was to plant trees, in-
cluding the Tree of Life.  The Torah, which we 
also call a Tree of Life (Etz Chaim) prohibits the 
destruction of fruit trees, even in times of war.  
Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, who lived in Jerusa-
lem when it was sacked by the Romans, taught 
that, if you should be holding a sapling when they 
tell you the Messiah has arrived, you should first 
plant the sapling, and then go to greet the  
Messiah.   
 

It became a custom to plant a cedar when a boy 
was born, and a cypress when a girl was born.  
Branches from the cedar and the cypress would 
later be used to form the chuppah for the bride 
and groom.  It is also customary to give tzedakah 
for those who cannot provide for themselves.   
 

The Tu b’Sh’vat Seder has again become popu-
lar, and while there are probably as many varia-
tions as there are people who conduct them, they 
all share the themes of appreciation of he Land of 
Israel, rejoicing in the continuity of life from gen-
eration to generation, and recognition of our re-
sponsibility to others.    
 

Tu b’Sh’vat falls this year on February 10. 

 

TU B’SH’VAT 
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HOWARD & JOSHUA HERMAN  EDUCATION CENTER 

Neil Garfinkle 

 

Your Religious School picked up right where we 
left off at the end of the year, and hit the ground 
running into the new year. 
 

January was full of activities, and saw tremen-
dous participation from students, parents, and the 
community. 
 

On Sunday, January 5th, our first day back from 
vacation, Larry Bach, former president of the 
Men’s Progress Club, AND their Man of the Year, 
went in to our Hey Class, and taught his annual 
Build a Pair to the students and their parents 

 

Saturday, January 11th, we held another Junior 
Congregation for the entire school, with special 
honors for our 5th graders.  What made this even 
more special, was that this was held in conjunc-
tion with Sisterhood Shabbat.  Thank you, ladies, 
for opening your arms to our Religious School 
students! 
 

You do not have to come to Shabbat services on-
ly when you have a special honor.  You can come 
whenever you like! 
 

The next day, Sunday, January 12th, our Vav stu-
dents participated in their first Kehillah at the 
JCCP/CBT. 
 

Saturday night, January 25th, saw the return of 
Sacred Hoops!  (And heat in the gym!)  This is 
always such a fun time.  Thank you to everyone 
who came out to play, pray and eat! 
 

January ended with two programs on the same 
day. 
 

On Sunday morning, January 26th, many of our 
parents sat down to have breakfast with their 
principal (me!)  It is always a pleasure to talk edu-
cation with concerned, interested parents. Thank 
you to all who came. 
 

 

 

 

Later that morning, we held an OPEN HOUSE for 
prospective families.  WORD IS OUT about how 
wonderful our school is!  We had a very strong 
turnout!   Thank you to everyone who helped plan, 
coordinate and participate in this successful 
event. 
 

This January I also started to teach my Holocaust 
education classes in the Hebrew School.  This 
year, we will be combining our 6th and 7th grade 
classes with the 6th and 7th grade classes of the 
JCC/CBI.  I am very excited about this, and later 
in the spring I will be traveling to Paramus to 
teach another subject to the students over there. 
 

What more could possibly be happening, you 
ask?   Well let’s see what is happening this 
month! 
 

Sunday, February 2nd is not just Groundhog Day, 
it’s not just Super Bowl Sunday, it’s the WORLD 
WIDE WRAP!  When the Federation of Jewish 
Men’s Clubs tries to get men, women and children 
from all over the world, to put on tefillin.  EVERY-
ONE is Invited.  MEN and WOMEN!  9:30 in the 
sanctuary. 
 

Our next joint event with Paramus is Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9th, for K-3rd grade, here at the FLJC/CBI. 
with the theme of Tu BiSh’vat.  All parents are in-
vited and encouraged to attend. 
 

Once again, I want to thank everyone for your 
continued support.  Your Religious School is thriv-
ing, due in large part to the efforts of our entire 
congregation! 
 

THANK YOU and have a great month! 
 

Your princi”PAL”, 

 

                Neil 
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SCRIP 

 

If you are a customer of Shop-Rite, the Kosher Nosh or  
Harold's, the Center has scrip available for purchase. 

 

2.5% of your scrip purchase is applied to your scrip dues 
obligation, and then against your membership dues. 

 

So if you purchase $1,000 of scrip, your scrip dues obligation 
will be eliminated. 

 

Purchases in excess of $1,000 go towards reducing your 
dues. 

 

The more you purchase, the more you save.  
  

 

MAZEL TOV TO OUR BAR MITZVAH 

 

SAMUEL PLATSMAN 

Parsha:  Terumah 

February 29, 2020 

4 Adar 5780 

 

As Samuel ascends the bima as a bar mitzvah he 
will share his simcha with his parents, Stanislav 
and Elaine. 
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THE GENEROUS HEART WILL BE FULFILLED 

GENERAL FUND 

 

Anita Brunn 

In memory of your  
beloved mother 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 

The Weil Family 

Mazel tov on the birth and 
baby naming of your new 
granddaughter 
Irma & Steve Newdorf 
 

 HOWARD R. HERMAN 
FUND 

Religious School Scholarships 

 

June Aronoff 
Love and best wishes for 
a speedy recovery 

Arline Herman 

 

Herb Benkel 
Thinking of you and  
wishing you well 
Arline Herman 

 

Brian Frisch and Family 

In memory of your  
beloved mother 
Arline Herman 

 

Flora Frank 

Love and best wishes for 
a speedy recovery 

Arline Herman 

 

 BUD KESSLER FUND 

 

Gerry Kessel 
Congratulations on your 
special honor and 
achievement 
Fran & Sig Westerman 

 

Judi Pitkowsky 

Wishing you a speedy  
recovery, and hope to see 
you soon 

Fran & Sig Westerman 

 

 

Rabbi & Mrs. Ronald 
Roth 

Congratulations on 
Gabe’s engagement 
Fran Kessler 
 

Zahavy Rottenstrich 

In memory of your broth-
er, Nachum Rave 

Fran Kessler 
 

 KIDDUSH FUND 

 

Zahavy Rottenstrich 

In memory of your  
beloved brother 
Joan, Steven and  
Jacqueline Goldstein 

 

 RABBI’S TZEDAKAH 
FUND 

 

Anita Brunn 

In memory of your  
beloved mother, Harriet 
Susan & Sy Baumstein 

 

Judi Pitkowsky 

Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery 

Susan & Sy Baumstein 

 

 EDUCATION FUND 

Religious School 
 

Art & Pauline Minsky 

In memory of Mildred  
Rudoph 

Loren Rosenthal and Rich 
Pashman 

 

Harriet & Derek Server-
Benjamin 

Mazel tov on the arrival of 
your great-grandson, 
Samuel David 

Loren Rosenthal and Rich 
Pashman 

 

 

 

 

Fran & Howard  
Schenkel 
Mazel tov on the arrival of 
your grandson, Samuel 
David 

Loren Rosenthal and Rich 
Pashman 

 

 YAHRZEIT FUND 

 

Phyllis Adelsberg 

Judith Brown 

 

Hanna Amar 
Marcos Amar 
 

Abraham Amdursky 

Sylvia Krauss 

 

Martha Bernstein 

Cheryl Brandes Pine 

 

Clara Brandes 

Cheryl Brandes Pine 

 

Harry Cohen 

Anita C. Loeb 

 

Mollie Gerber 
Esther Gerber 
 

Walter Gruber 
Marlaine & Ed Gruber 
 

Rosa Wolff Gruber 
Marlaine & Ed Gruber 
 

Selma Halprin 

Sigmund Westerman 

 

Charlotte Klein 

Cecile Feingold 

 

Ina Klein 

Barbara & Phil Steinberg 

 

Meyer Klein 

Barbara & Phil Steinberg 

 

Francine Lempart 
Frank Lempart 
 

Joseph Lempart 
Frank Lempart 
 

Sadie Lasofsky 

Myrna Piekarsky 

 

Wilhelmina Margolis 

Leonard Margolis 

 

Beverly Mintz 

Debra Piekarsky 

 

Lily Neider 
Muriel Barker and Family 

 

Samuel Riback 

Bernice Yegelwel 
 

Steven David Schultz 

Marcia Schultz 

 

David Schwartz 

Sheldon O. Schwartz 

 

Leah Sklaver 
Sonia Sklaver 
 

Chaim Spring 

Rosa Sirota 

 

Sonia Toskar 
Lucille G. Tarant 
 

Ruth Weil 
Bena & Steve Weil 
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Serving Dinner at the Hackensack Shelter 


