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Regulatory Update Agenda

 Topics/Updates

• Federal Update

• CPDA Priority Issues

• Commercial Impact of ESA– New Liberty Ultra Label Discussion

• California

• Washington

• Maine

• Maryland

• Minnesota

• EPA PRIA 5 Issues

• Announcements
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CPDA Members Participate 
in EPA Lunch & Learn Series

As a follow-up to the National Alliance of Independent Crop Consultants (NAICC) and the Weed Science 
Society of America Wisconsin Tour for Endangered Species Act that CPDA participated in, EPA hosted a lunch 
and learn webinar for EPA OPP staff this Monday. Key EPA personnel that attended the webinar included 
Ed Messina, Jan Matuszko and Charles ‘Billy’ Smith. CPDA members Connor Ferguson, Simplot, Steven 
Fredericks, Winfield United, and Eric Spandl, Winfield United, were panelists on the webinar.
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CPDA Members Participate 
in EPA Lunch & Learn Series

As a follow-up to the National Alliance of Independent Crop Consultants (NAICC) and the Weed Science 
Society of America Wisconsin Tour for Endangered Species Act that CPDA participated in, EPA hosted a lunch 
and learn webinar for EPA OPP staff on Monday, November 4th. Key EPA personnel that attended the 
webinar included Ed Messina, Jan Matuszko and Charles ‘Billy’ Smith. CPDA members Connor Ferguson, 
Simplot, Steven Fredericks, Winfield United, and Eric Spandl, Winfield United, were panelists on the webinar.
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CPDA Priority Issues

CPDA State Affairs strategy will focus on the following priorities: 

• Everything California. What happens in California tends to be copied by 
other states (i.e. Washington, Oregon) Stopping or slowing these trends 
down will be a top priority.

• State-level adjuvant registration issues.

• Disclosure of adjuvant confidential formulas.

• DRA utilization and potential regulation of DRAs at the state level.

• Other priorities as approved by the CPDA Board and Government Affairs 
Committee.

• FiscalNote and Policy Map
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Helping the Dealer 
& Farmer Comply 
with ESA
November 15 at 2:00 pm EST

In Spring 2025, do you know what to do?
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Commercial Implications of ESA–Liberty Ultra Label
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Key Things to Look for: PULA Restrictions

Get Familiar with ESA Websites:
1. What is the Buffer? (section 9.2.1 of the label)
• How can you mitigate (nozzle, boom height, DRA etc). Note that 

nozzle selection (9.1.1) does not give you added buffer reduction for 
ground. It was probably built into the 10’. Same on boom height at 
<=+24” (9.1.13). The only additional ways to reduce buffer (by 
ground) are to add the oil emulsion DRA, hooded sprayers etc. 
noted in 9.2.3. For aerial, you can get a reduction from nozzle and 
pressure selections.

2. What are “Managed Areas?” This is referenced in the 
mitigation strategy in Section 4.4. But, BASF uses different 
language calling them “protection areas” and shows this just 
below the table in 9.2.1. Importantly, these can be included in 
the buffer. So, other ag fields, roads, filter strips etc apply and 
can be used as the buffer.
3. Runoff Mitigation Requires 3 Points. The label provides 
some examples, but you need to reference BL2 and the 
mitigation menu web site to calculate total points for each 
measure. So, in summary, get familiar with the EPA websites.

BASF L-Glufosinate-Ammonium 211 Herbicide, November 2024
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Regulatory Update - California

CA Code of Regulations:
Section 6247 adopted and in CA Code
Spray Adjuvant Data Requirements:

•New Field Trial Requirements 

(work in progress- no estimate as to when will issue)

•PPD Pest Under new management 

(efficacy stays with same staff)

•Chemistry Branch will review all utility adjuvants 

(new)
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Difficulty Communicating with DPR

• DPR is in the process of hiring 13 new people now and a total of 31 over time
• Current staff is required to participate in interview of candidates for open 

positions
• NEW management is now making decisions that were previously made by lower 

positions
• Major backlog for pesticide submissions at all stations

OMBUDSPERSON 
An individual usually affiliated with an 
organization or business who serves as 
an advocate for an individual/group At DPR, 
that person is Aron Lindgren.  He reports to 
Branch Chief Tulio Macedo.
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How Long Does it Take to Get a Pesticide/Adjuvant 
Registered in CA?

Pesticide Registration Program Annual Processing Timelines 

(CA Notice 2024-16)
Table 1. Annual Timelines to Complete Different Types of Registration Submissions:
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Annual Timelines for Pesticide Programs Division 
Evaluation Program - Chemistry

Table 2. Average Days to Complete Chemistry and Environmental Fate Data Evaluations, 
Total Received Submissions, and Total Completed Submissions by Type and Year. 



B E C A U S E  A D V O C A C Y  M AT T E R SB E C A U S E  A D V O C A C Y  M AT T E R S

Annual Timelines for Pesticide Programs Division 
Evaluation Program – Pest & Disease Protection

Table 3. Average Days to Complete Pest and Disease Protection Data, Total Received 
Submissions, and Total Completed Submissions by Type and Year. 

*Range represents the number of days to review for middle 50% submissions completed in that year 

N/A - no range shown for scenarios with less than 5 products reviewed in any given year. 
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Annual Timelines for Pesticide Programs Division 
Evaluation Program – Human Health Assessment

Table 4. Average Days to Complete Human Health Data Evaluations, Total Received 
Submissions, and Total Completed Submissions by Type and Year 
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CalPEST Update 
First Phase - Launched September 24, 2024

What Registrants and Agents Can Do:

• Product Renewals

• Data Submissions

• New Product Submissions

• Amendment Submissions

• Notification Submissions

• New Company Creation/Set-up

• Company Ownership Change

• Product Transfers

• Change in Company Name

• Pay Renewal and Application Fees 
Electronically

• Update and Track Progress of Submissions

Second Phase - Expected to launch Spring 2025 and 

will include a revamped search functionality and 

additional submission functionality
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DPR vs EPA (Amendment, Notification & Non-Notification)

• Recent application fee increase, which bucketed amendments and notification 
under one fee ($300); DPR is working to update what they consider to be non-
notification, notification, vs amendment (i.e., update to CA Notice 2002-1 and The 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) vs. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(U.S. EPA) Amendment, Notification, and Non-Notification Comparison Table).

o DPR is targeting completing by the end of 2024 to define what a notification is; 
unclear when they will decrease the fee associated with notifications

o Anticipated to expand what is a non-notification and notification as well as to 
better align with US EPA

o DPR is also working to determine how they are going to handle label revisions 
related to bilingual labeling required under PRIA 5

• Changes to both the surface water and groundwater assessment processes

https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/registration/guides/notification_factsheet.pdf
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/registration/guides/notification_factsheet.pdf
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/registration/guides/notification_factsheet.pdf


B E C A U S E  A D V O C A C Y  M AT T E R SB E C A U S E  A D V O C A C Y  M AT T E R S

Washington 

October 13, 2023: WSDA announces that they will be modernizing the 
requirements for spray adjuvant labels.  Beginning in 2024, registrants will 
need to update their older labels to meet the current requirements. This will 
include the use of WSDA approved names for the top three principal 
functioning agents in the product.  Adjuvant registrants will be contacted 
soon with further information regarding this process.
Why: AG Bob Ferguson’s belief that adjuvant registrants are not entitled to 
the protection of confidential formulas. Ferguson is expected to be WA’s 
next Governor.
Current Status: Nothing has changed – so far. 2020 SAIL is still in effect. 
Robin Schoen-Nessa has left the Department.
CPDA Actions: Don’t poke the bear.

24
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Maryland PFAS

Some PFAS to be eliminated.
The bill prohibiting the sale and use of pesticides that contain PFAS 
as active ingredients was defeated.
The bill would have restricted farmers’ access to 60 active 
ingredients and 200-plus pesticides currently registered in the state.

26
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PFAS Maine & Minnesota

• Maine and Minnesota are the hotspots for PFAS issues with pesticide 
bans looming by 2030 or 2032; exemptions from the bans linked to 
demonstrating “currently unavoidable uses”; and onerous annual 
reporting requirements for pesticides products with active or inert 
ingredients meeting a very expansive PFAS definition (a single fully-
fluorinated carbon atom). 

• Minnesota identifies nearly 100 active ingredients meeting that 
definition, while EPA’s more restrictive definition identifies only four.
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EPA Working Group Update

29
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Review of RD Meeting
• Selective Citation is preferred by CITAB for Acute Tox 6 Citations.
• As part of the effort to reduce resources, a proposal for addressing requirements in section 

3(c)(1)(F)(iii) as an option to alleviate resources used in data matrix review / petitions to deny.
• Registrants to comment on the Draft PR 98-1 (Self-Certification) update expected to publish Q2.
• Common Reasons a Notification May Be Rejected:

– https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-reasons-a-notif-
rejected_100224.pdf

• Common Product Chemistry and Acute Toxicity Deficiencies:
– https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-product-chem-acute-

toxicity-deficiencies.pdf
• PRIA Coalition to submit suggestions on PR Notice 98-10 pain points. 

– CPDA discussion as next item.
– CPDA meeting with RD November 6, 2:00 pm Eastern.

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-reasons-a-notif-rejected_100224.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-reasons-a-notif-rejected_100224.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-product-chem-acute-toxicity-deficiencies.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/com-product-chem-acute-toxicity-deficiencies.pdf
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PRIA Performance / Failures

• Legacy PRIA 4 
Actions?  Unknown 
how many remain 
open. 

• EPA’s disregard for 
the fee for service 
system continues to 
impact crop 
protection 
companies

• What steps can 
CPDA take to 
address the lack of 
accountability, lack 
of congressional 
oversight?
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Working to Reduce Resources for “Me-Too” 
Reviews  Discussion Items

• Industry Commitments
• Uniform and common standards for substantially similar claims. 
• All submissions to have complete data requirements to alleviate 

review time for CITAB. “Checklist”
• Develop best practices document for these types of submission.  

o Inordinate amount of time on bad submissions from just a few companies.
o Submissions meeting criteria remain “on time”; others to be reviewed.

• Framework for “Me-Too” submission: Validation of Substantially Similar
• Product Chemistry Data
• Toxicology Data
• CSF
• Label
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PRIA 5

Ed Messina tells ABA/ CLA Law & Policy Conference:

• Process improvements cannot make up for $40 million deficit in OPP 
funding, due to Congress’s failure to appropriate the $166 million 
authorized by PRIA 5.

• Projected $6 million increase in PRIA fees from registrants failed to 
materialize, contributing to budget woes.

• 60% cut in contract funding to preserve staff positions will push that 
burden on the full-time staff.

• ESA assessments of new active ingredients and new uses accounts for 
significant portion of delays in registrations.

• In last 3 years, OPP has paid $1 million per year in legal fees for ESA 
litigation.
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ESA Training

Steve Dwinell of Vermont state government identifies critical needs 
for implementation of ESA processes: 

• Extensive training for certified crop advisors, growers, state 
inspectors, and others

• Development of certification mechanism for applicators and growers 
to document compliance with ESA requirements on field-by-field, 
product-by-product, crop-by-crop, and year-by-year basis.
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Bilingual Labeling

• The first PRIA 5 deadline for translating labels to Spanish is December 
28, 2025 – for RUPs and Acute Tox Cat 1 products.

• If you print the Spanish translation (full or partial) on the container 
label, all the logistics of state approvals, printing labels, etc., must be 
considered.

• In 10/31 Webinar, EPA personnel mentioned anticipated revisions to the 
Spanish Label Translation Guide.  While timing of this is uncertain, it 
could complicate translation work now in progress.

• The PRIA Coalition is pushing for answers and quick resolution from EPA.
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Bilingual Labeling Deadline Approaching

Pesticide Product Type Bilingual Labeling Due

Restricted Use Pesticides (RUPs) December 29, 2025

Agricultural Products (Non-RUPs)

Acute Toxicity Category I December 29, 2025

Acute Toxicity Category II December 29, 2027

Antimicrobial & Non-Agricultural Products

Acute Toxicity Category I December 29, 2026

Acute Toxicity Category II December 29, 2028

All Other Pesticide Products December 29, 2030
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Questions?
NEXT MEETINGS 

February 18th at 2:00pm EST
May 13th at 2:00pm EST

37
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Thank You 
for your Attendance

www.cpda.com
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