COVID-19 Testing

St. Cloud State University at Plymouth still has a few at home saliva test kits on
hand for you to pick up.

Testing Details:

It is recommended to test for COVID-19 before and after traveling
during spring break. Reserve your testing time now and help us to Protect the
Pack and each other and take part in the testing available on campus.

Volunteers who help at the below St Cloud testing events for at least six hours

between the two March testing events will be added to the Stearns County 1a
vaccine priority list.

March 3 Event Logistics:

e 10a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday, March 3, Atwood Ballroom
e Register to save time: Huskies Connect March 3 COVID-19 Testing Event
e Scheduling is strongly encouraged, but some walk-ins are welcome

March 15 Event Logistics:

e 11a.m.-4 p.m. Monday, March 15, Atwood Ballroom
e Register to save time: Huskies Connect March 15 COVID-19 Testing Event
e Scheduling is strongly encouraged, but some walk-ins are welcome

Call for Volunteers:

Students and employees are invited to volunteer. We need your help! All who
volunteer at least six hours between the two testing events will be added to the
Stearns County 1a vaccine priority list as COVID-19 testers.

e March 3 SignUpGenius
e March 15 SignUpGenius

Participation Essentials:
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e Avoid eating, drinking, or chewing gum within 30 minutes prior to
completing the test

e This eventis open to students and employees

e AphotoIDis required

e Tables will be distanced and available for self-administration of the test
with the supervision and guidance of event staff

o Completed saliva tests are collected at the event

Insurance Verification:

If you have health insurance, the State of Minnesota is requiring verification of
medical insurance. Students and employees will need to upload a photo copy of
an insurance card into the Vault Health account. Instructions will be available
with registration and at the event. Please note, however, that insurance is not a
requirement to complete the test; please notify the check-in staff at the event if
you do not have medical insurance.

If you are an international student on the UHCSR Plan, please access or create
your UHCSR account. There are multiple ways to retrieve the insurance card for
this event through the UHCSR account. Volunteers will also be available at the
event to assist.

Test Results:

Each participating student or employee will be emailed directly with their test
results within 48-72 hours. The results are made available to participating
individuals by Vault (the test provider and healthcare solutions partner of MDH).
An aggregate number of positive and negative cases will be made available to the
appropriate university representatives for planning and safety considerations.

Opportunities from Students United

Below are two upcoming opportunities for international students from Students United,
the statewide student association for MinnState university students.

Officer Applications for 2021-2022 Open:

Officer applications for Students United's Board of Directors are now open! If you are
interested in being Students United’s next State Chair, Vice Chair, or Treasurer, please
go to https://www.studentsunited.org/officer-elections to apply and to learn more
about each position.
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If you are not interested in applying but would like to submit questions for the
candidates town hall or evaluation criteria for the board to consider, please click here.

Scholarship Applications Open:

Students United has seven scholarships available for next year. Scholarship awards
range from $500-55,000 and are open to international and undocumented students as
well. Applications are now open and are due on April 1. Please check out full details
here: https://www.studentsunited.org/scholarships

If you have specific questions, please reach out to the Students United Development
Intern, Mio Yoshizaki, at development@studentsunited.org or Director of Development,
Christina DeVries, at cdevries@studentsunited.org

Student Success Teams

Fun fact: every first-year St. Cloud State student has a Student Success Team made of
representatives from Financial Aid, Career Center, Advising & Student Transitions,
Residence Life (if you live on campus), Multicultural Student Services, and the Center for
International Studies (if you are an international student). Student Success Teams
provide students with a coordinated network to help them make a successful transition
into the university with the support, tools, and skills they need to persist through
graduation.

Student Success Team members and roles:

e Your Academic Advisor will help with course selection and registration, creating
a graduation plan, navigating support resources and services.

e Your Financial Aid representative (can answer any questions you have about
your financial aid package as well as how to apply for financial aid.

e Your Hall Director (if you live on-campus) will help you with everything you need
to make an SCSU residence hall your home.

e Your Career Advisor is ready to help you explore career opportunities through
services such as counseling, on-campus interviews, resume assistance, and
expert advice.

e If you are an international student, your International Advisor is here to provide
information, assistance, advocacy, guidance, and support.

e Multicultural Student Support representatives are available to assist you with
financial aid, housing, tutoring, social-cultural issues and academic support.

Make an appointment with your Student Success Team member
Student Success team members are available via phone, email, in person, or Zoom.
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To look up and contact your Success Team members:
1. Login to Navigate with your StarlD and password.
2. Inthe lower right corner find “Your Success Team”
3. Click on the envelope icon to email your success team member.

Taxes

It’s tax season again, so please remember: as an international student in the U.S., you're
legally required to file a tax return if you received U.S. income during 2020. And even if
you didn’t work or receive income in the U.S., you still need to file a Form 8843 with the
IRS.

St. Cloud State University has arranged free access to Sprintax Tax Preparation for you.
Sprintax will guide you through the tax preparation process, arrange the necessary
documents, and check if you’re due a tax refund.

All you need to do is:
1. Register and follow the simple instructions
2. Complete the online questionnaire
3. Enter your unique code: Sp20SCSU251F in the box on the ‘Review your order’
page
4. Sprintax will prepare your tax return

Finally, once you complete the preparation process in the Sprintax software, you
must print, sign and mail your documents to the IRS.

If you have any questions, the Sprintax team will be happy to help via their 24/7 live
chat facility.

For more information, please visit our
website: https://www.stcloudstate.edu/internationalstudents/f1-students/income-
tax.aspx. This website contains videos that will help you understand terminology and
how to use the tax software. Please keep in mind that the CIS staff are not tax experts
and can provide only limited guidance.

Workshop Wednesdays Are Back!
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Every Wednesday from 1 — 2 PM, we will be holding virtual workshops for international
students. These workshops will cover CPT, OPT, and STEM extension options. These
workshops will be recorded for those who cannot attend and will take place via Zoom:

Zoom Link: https://minnstate.zoom.us/j/98890614006
Meeting ID: 988 9061 4006
Passcode: Huskies

Jan. 27,2021 — Optional Practical Training (OPT; recording)

Feb. 3, 2021 — STEM Extension OPT

Feb. 10, 2021 — Curricular Practical Training (CPT; recording)

Feb. 17,2021 - OPT

Feb. 18, 2021 — Resume Writing 101 (with the Career Center; recording)
Feb. 24, 2021 — STEM Extension OPT

Feb. 25, 2021 - Finding an Internship (with the Career Center; recording)
Mar. 3, 2021 - CPT

Mar. 17,2021 - OPT

Mar. 24, 2021 — STEM Extension OPT

Mar. 31, 2021 - CPT

Apr.7,2021 - OPT

Apr. 14,2021 — STEM Extension OPT

Advising Hours

To better serve our students and allowing international advisors enough time to process
paperwork and answer emails, the International Student & Scholar Services team is
moving to offering daily advising hours. Those are Monday-Friday as follows until
further notice:

= Jacob Mercer (Walk-in Advising): 9—-10 AM and 3 -4 PM
=  Kristy Nelson Ramos (Virtual Advising): 11 AM —Noon and 2 -3 PM
e https://minnstate.zoom.us/j/93384958697
Meeting ID: 933 8495 8697
Passcode: Huskies

Advisors are still available via email, phone, and Microsoft Teams.

Other Important Information

e USCIS is experiencing delays in issuing receipt notices for some applications and
petitions (OPT, STEM Extension, Severe Economic Hardship) filed to USCIS lockbox
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facilities. This is due to the COVID-19 pandemic and other factors that are out of
CIS’s control.

According to USCIS: “If you have already filed your application and are waiting for
your receipt notice, we appreciate your patience. We are working as quickly as
possible to complete the intake of all filings. You can take steps to decrease the time
it takes us to process and send your receipt notice or find out the status of your
case:

o File online (if this option is available for your form type) and receive
immediate confirmation that we have received your form instead of waiting
for the mail;

o Create a free USCIS online account and check the status of your case from
your mobile device, anywhere, anytime using our case status online tool; or

o Complete Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance,
and clip it to the front of your form when filing at a USCIS lockbox to request
a text message and/or email when we accept your form.

Finally, visit our Form Filing Tips webpage for more information on filing with USCIS
and our online tools for help in managing your application.”

The Center for International Studies office is open and practicing all preventative measures
related to COVID-19, as advised by the Minnesota State System Chancellor. We are available to
assist you in-person, via email, or video chat (Zoom), Monday through Friday between 8 AM
and 4:30 PM CST. Please contact the CIS advisors based on your degree level and cohort if you
need assistance:

Undergraduate and Semester@SCSU
Jacob Mercer
jmercer@stcloudstate.edu
Walk-in advising: weekdays 9 — 10 AM, 3 —4 PM, or by appointment

Graduate, Doctoral, Sponsored, and IEC
Kristy Nelson Ramos
kmnelsonramos@stcloudstate.edu
Virtual advising: weekdays 11 AM — noon, 2 — 3 PM, or by appointment

SACM, ACSS, and Binhai
Chee Moua-Yang
cmmoua@stcloudstate.edu
Video chat by appointment

After-Hour Emergencies
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Associate Vice President of the Center for International Studies
Shahzad Ahmad

shah@stcloudstate.edu

Cell: +1(320)420-1554

The above advisors are also available to chat via Microsoft Teams.

During this time of uncertainty and change, we want you remember that they you are valued
members of the Husky family and CIS is committed to ensuring you are supported at all times.
Please stay healthy and safe.

Sincerely,

The Center for International Studies Team

St. Cloud State University | Lawrence Hall 101 | 720 4™ Avenue South | St. Cloud, MN 56301
p 320-308-4287 | f 320-308-4223

www.stcloudstate.edu/internationalstudents

Updates on SCSU and COVID-19

UNLEASH International

Follow us on Social Media!

D@
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