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Support and enhance the national DECP goals, objectives, and initiatives.

Promote traffic safety, reduce crashes, injuries, fatalities, and criminal
activity on the Commonwealth’s highways by educating police officers in
the discipline of drug and alcohol impairment identification and prosecution.

Promote the effective investigation of all driving under the influence (DUI)
violations.

The information contained in Pennsylvania's Annual Drug Evaluation &
Classification Program Report is a summary of the accomplishments by
the men and women trained and certified as Drug Recognition Experts
(DREs) in Pennsylvania. The information was compiled from DRE data
reports provided by the Institute for Traffic Safety Management and
Research (ITSMR) which captures all Drug Influence Evaluation Reports
submitted by all DREs within the Commonwealth.

The Pennsylvania Drug Evaluation & Classification Program (DECP) was
established and approved by the International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP) in November 2004. The first DRE School in Pennsylvania was conducted
in February 2005. The first PA DRE Instructor School was conducted in February
2006. The Maryland DRE program played a pivotal role in the early growth and
success of the program in Pennsylvania. The statewide program was
coordinated by the State Police from 2004 - 2018. In 2018, the coordination
duties were reassigned to the Pennsylvania DUI Association due to the growth of
the program and the number of agencies and Municipal Officers trained as
DREs. All states are currently participating in the program. The DECP operates
under the national guidance and direction of the IACP and is supported by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). The Pennsylvania DECP
is supported by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDot),
Bureau of Highway Safety Office, the Pennsylvania State Police, the Pennsylvania
DUI Association and the Pennsylvania District Attorney's Association.

PENNSYLVANIA DECP MISSION
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On behalf of the membership and the
Executive Board of the Pennsylvania DUI
Association, it is with great pride that I
present to you the 2021 Pennsylvania
Drug Evaluation & Classification Program
(DECP) Annual Report. The PA DUI
Association has supported the PA DECP
since its inception in the Commonwealth
in 2004. In 2018, the Association’s
involvement in the DECP increased
dramatically when the duties of the
program’s coordinator fell within the
Association’s recognized status. Since
October of 2018, the PA DECP has
continued growth by increasing the
number of officers trained as Drug
Recognition Experts (DREs) and DRE
Instructors as well as increases in the
number of annual training classes
provided. Additionally, the program has
experienced technical growth by the
acquisition of DRE tablets to improve
reporting and data collection. This report
is reflective of the commitment of our
organization; the successful partnerships
with the PA State Police and the
Department of Transportation; as well as
the commitment of all officers trained as
DREs and their commanding officers for
supporting the program and the training.

Sincerely,

C. Stephen Erni

Message from PA DUI Association
Executive Director
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Message from PA DECP
State Coordinator

On November 12, 2004, the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
approved Pennsylvania as the 39th state in the nation to initiate this
successful and effective program to identify and remove drug-impaired
drivers from our highways.

The police officers trained and certified as Drug Recognition Experts (DREs)
have contributed to the significant success of the program statewide. These
officers are committed to protecting the citizens and visitors of the
Commonwealth by ensuring Pennsylvania roadways remain free of impaired
drivers.

As a sign of gratitude and pride, this report highlights accomplishments
made by all PA DREs. Program statistics illustrate the effectiveness of the
program. The success is a result of the commitment from the DREs, other
officers, agency supervisors/administrators, as well as state police
supervisors and administrators. Additionally, the PA District Attorney’s
Association, the Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor and the International
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and most importantly, the Department
of Transportation for providing the funding opportunities for this program to
continuously experience growth.

Sincerely,

David Andrascik

THE PA DECP
IS ONE OF
THE BEST

PROGRAMS
IN THE

COUNTRY
BECAUSE OF

THE MEN
AND WOMEN

THAT ARE
CERTIFIED

DRES
CONTRIBUTE
EVERY DAY.

 5



Regional Coordinators were created to assist the State Coordinator with
statewide duties. As the number of certified DREs continues to grow, the need
for field level managers increases. Currently, the primary duties of the
regional coordinators are review and gather recertification materials, as well
as to review and approve evaluations submitted by DREs within their region.
Each of the Regional Coordinators take on these extra duties in addition to
their normal duties and are considered “part time” positions. 

PA DECP
Management
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1,139

Number of police officers instructed by PA DREs in
the areas of DRE training, Advanced Roadside

Impaired Driving Enforcement (ARIDE),
Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST), and
Standardized Field Sobriety Testing Instructor.
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The DECP categorizes drugs on the basis of the signs and symptoms of
impairment they produce. Seven drug categories are included in the DECP
framework, which are Central Nervous System Depressants; Central Nervous
System Stimulants; Hallucinogens; Dissociative Anesthetics; Narcotic Analgesics;
Inhalants and Cannabis. In addition to these DECP drug categories, DREs are
trained to recognize medical conditions which may mimic drug impairment, and
also identify subjects who are not under the influence at the time of the evaluation. 

The information below details the total number of times each DECP drug category
was opined by a DRE, including opinions of alcohol rule-out, not impaired and
medical rule-out. This data is related to the enforcement aspect of the DECP.

2021 DRE 
OPINION BY DECP
DRUG CATEGORY
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Welcome to the DRE’s who were Certified in 2021!
 

In 2021, Pennsylvania welcomed 49 new DREs! This is the largest addition in one year in PA.  
There were 4 DRE Schools conducted. Since the program’s inception in PA – there has
never been more than 2 schools in a single calendar year. 49 New DREs successfully

completed the training, (17 Municipal Officers 32 Troopers) 6 officers received the training
but were unsuccessful at completion – this demonstrates the program difficulty and not
all that start are able to complete (10.9% failure rate in 2021). The number of certified PA

DREs as of December 31, 2021 is 239 (129 Municipal Officers - 110 Troopers). 
 
 
 

2021 Training

CLASS 24 CLASS 25

CLASS 26 CLASS 27

Add a little bit of body text
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2021 NEW DRES
DRE Class 24

DRE Class 25

DRE Class 27

DRE Class 26
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The Certification Phase of DRE training requires all students to conduct a minimum of
twelve drug influence evaluations with subjects believed to be impaired by substances
other than alcohol. Completing this phase in a timely manner remains a challenge for
every DRE Course Administrator. Philadelphia has been proven to be an excellent
location for this portion of the training. In 2021 a total of 10 DRE Classes attended
certification in Philadelphia. The four Pennsylvania Schools, as well as Schools from
Maryland, New York, Delaware and Minnesota. The success of this location is a direct
result of the relationships established with Rock Ministries of Philadelphia and the Center
for Forensic Science Research and Education. 

Rock Ministries: A Bible, boxing gloves and five boys.... that's how Rock Ministries started.
With its goal to reach at-risk innner-city youth with the Gospel of Jesus Chris, the Rock
has now grown to serve thousands of kids through sports, arts, music, recreation,
mentoring and Bible studies. Through the church Calvary Chapel of Kensington, they
also serve the community with outreaches, support for addicts and others in need, a
food pantry, and most importantly the consistent teaching of the Word of God. The
neighborhood of Kensington is known far and wide as a center of the drug trade with all
the crime and violence that it brings. It is among the poorest neighborhoods in
American where homelessness and hunger are everyday realities. Rock Ministries have
opened their doors for DRE training volunteer subjects. Each class DRE students and
Instructors discuss treatment programs and valuable services with the volunteer
subjects.  Additionally, DRE students provide donated items for those in need. DRE
training at the Rock Ministries serves as an excellent community outreach program
which helps the community. 

The Center for Forensic Science Research and Education: The Center for Forensic
Science Research and Education (CFSRE) provides toxicological testing for all
certification volunteer subjects. The Director, Dr. Barry Logan has been involved with the
DECP Program for decades through his previous work with the Washington State
Laboratories as well as his work with National Medical Services (NMS). The Assistant
Director, Mandi Mohr serves as a critical role in the collection and testing of all samples.
In 2021 CFSRE tested 751 oral fluid samples in which DRE students opined 1,192 drug
categories. Many evaluations resulted in the opinion of multiple categories which is the
reason of more categories opined than subjects tested. Of the 1,192 categories opined,
1,108 were confirmed by toxicology. 

CERTIFICATION  
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CERTIFICATION NUMBERS
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PA DRE AWARD OF
EXCELLENCE

The PA DRE Awards of Excellence were presented to the following recipients during the Fall of 2021 in
their respected communities in recognition of their support, outstanding contributions, and

commitment to the Pennsylvania Drug Recognition Evaluation & Classification Program.
 

Cambria County Impaired Driving Task Force Luzerne County Office of District Attorney

Center for Traffic Safety Cranberry Township Police Department

Bucks County Public Safety Training Center Allentown Police Department
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IACP TRIBUTE TO SLAIN OFFICERS
 
 

On November 18, 2021 – the families of Trooper Joshua Miller and Bryon Dickson were
presented the International Association of Chiefs of Police Tribute to Slain Officers.
The Troopers were killed in the line of duty in separate incidents. Both were PA Drug
Recognition Experts and PA DUI “Top Gun” award recipients. Both members had a

passion for identifying and removing impaired drivers from our highways. This tribute
reinforces the fact that these heroes will never be forgotten, and their spirit will

continue in the message of impaired driving enforcement. 
 
 

Trooper Joshua Miller
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2021 Drug Influence Evaluations

PSP DECP
operations

are
coordinated
through the
Bureau of

Patrol. 
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Municipal East Region Evaluations
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Municipal West Region Evaluations
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