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DONOR
SPOTLIGHT

L
ast year’s virtual Beastly Ball 
featured a special plea for donors 
to “Fund-A-Need”—that is, 
contribute toward the acquisition 
of a specifi c item designated as a 
high priority by the Zoo. In this 
case, the need was a portable 
ultrasound machine for the 
Gottlieb Animal Health and 

Conservation Center.
The Zoo’s existing equipment was 

well-used and in need of upgrade, says 
Dr. Dominique Keller, Director of Animal 
Wellness Programs. “Because ultrasound is 
non-invasive and so versatile, we used our 
old portable ultrasound machine several 
times a week when we performed exams on 
Zoo grounds. Unfortunately, the image qual-
ity was deteriorating as the machine aged.”  

Ninety-fi ve donors contributed to the 
“Fund-a-Need,” donating approximately 
$102,000, says Genie Vasels, GLAZA’s Vice 
President, Institutional Advancement. “And 
an anonymous donor brought us to the 
fi nish line with a gift of $72,000!”

Keller was thrilled to hear that the 
wished-for machine had been fully fund-
ed—and even more overjoyed when it 
arrived at the Health Center in February. 
“It has incredible resolution with an intui-
tive touchscreen and is just a joy to use. 
We used it during a gorilla procedure this 
week and were really pleased with the 
images. It’s a great addition to our diagnos-
tic arsenal—and we can’t thank our donors 
enough for helping us continue to give the 
best medical care to our animals.”

THE 2021 BEASTLY BALL
The 2021 Beastly Ball will take place on June 5—and because it’s a virtual adventure, everyone is invited! 

Hosted by Joel McHale, this star-studded evening of fun and philanthropy will feature special musical 

guests, animal spotlights, a live auction, and more. This year’s Fund-A-Need priorities include a shade cloth 

for the giraffe habitat, iPads for animal welfare assessments, an exhibit space for mountain yellow-legged 

frogs, and an autoclave (a superheated, high pressure sterilizer for medical equipment) for the Health Center. 

  LEARN MORE OR RSVP FOR THE BALL AT
www.lazoo.org/beastlyball

THROUGH A NEW PARTNERSHIP with 
the Off ice of Mayor Garcetti’s Los Angeles 
College Promise Works Program, the L.A. Zoo 
began hosting our fi rst-ever paid Conser-
vation Internship. Anchoring our focus in 
local conservation to include community 
members, improve native biodiversity, and 
increase access to those who should be 
better represented in the fi eld, is key to our 
conservation mission. We can work toward 
increasing access to conservation by creating 
space for individuals to gain paid experi-
ence and further equitable opportunities, 
representation, and our impact within those 
communities.

We welcomed our inaugural interns—
Hored Martinez and Rachel Ortega—in Janu-
ary. Hored and Rachel are both residents and 
community college students of Los Angeles, 
interested in amplifying community voices in 

conservation. “When I fi rst came into the proj-
ect, I didn’t know much about conservation,” 
says Hored. “I had heard a general defi nition, 
but I didn’t realize it went beyond animals.”

Throughout their internship, Hored and 
Rachel engaged deeply with topics such 
as biodiversity conservation, community 
engagement, relationships with nature, and 
their intersection with justice, equity, diver-
sity, accessibility, and inclusion. “When we 
have connections with our own communities, 
it not only benefi ts us by the support, but 
everyone's goals all around,” says Rachel. 

Hored and Rachel are working to develop 
engagement opportunities in the Zoo and for 
communities at home, including the develop-
ment of a virtual wildlife guide to build obser-
vational skills and fi nd belonging in nature. 
“This internship has expanded my thinking 
and living in many ways that have allowed me 

to grow and become who I am at this point. 
My relationship with nature has rekindled,” 
Hored shares. 

“Nature is everywhere and for anyone 
who truly wants to create connections and 
memories, we can help them,” adds Rachel. “I 
believe that is our goal.”

Everyone deserves a place in conserva-
tion, and this internship is just the beginning 
of our eff orts to co-create opportunities to 
make a greater impact where humans and 
wildlife thrive together. “This internship has 
not only helped me defi ne conservation, but 
also taught me how to defi ne it in my own 
way,” says Rachel. “Everyone will always have 
diff erent meanings and defi nitions, but we 
have the same goals. What I want for whoever 
reads or hears about this internship is to 
know that it is not only a career path, but a 
path to make a diff erence in the world.” 

Interns Making a Diff erence   
by ANNA BECKER, Coordinator of Community Conservation   
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE, TOO!
Join the “Walk for the Wild” virtual fundraiser in April on your own, with friends, coworkers, or the whole family, 

day or night, rain or shine, inside or out. Get your steps in while raising money for wildlife!

  REGISTER AT www.lazoo.org/walkforthewild

Fund a Need


