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The OPHS News
The Newsletter of the Overland Park Historical Society

Steve Everley

HAPPY NEW YEAR!   HAPPY NEW YEAR!   

The OPHS News

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Meetings:Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Meetings:

On Wednesday, November 12, members of OPHS gathered to celebrate the official grand opening 
of Discover O.P. The weather was perfect for this well-attended event, which was also featured on 
Fox 4 News. See pages 3 thru 6 for more photos of this historic occasion. 

Discover O.P. Holds Grand Opening!

Mayor Curt Skoog and OP Chamber President, Tracey Osborne Oltjen, hold the ribbon as OPHS board members look on.

Details of the upcoming 
February 21 program can 

be found on page 9. Other 
upcoming programs to be 

announced.
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President’s Message
Observations for a new year! Let me begin with some milestones:

1) The Depot: OPHS now occupies its beautiful new home in the Old Strang Depot at 8001 
Santa Fe Drive. We front the old Santa Fe Trail. Right on Time Square in Old Downtown OP. 
If you haven’t been in to visit, we invite you to do so. It is the culmination of a lot of work 
by a lot of volunteers and our Executive Director Brad Moore devoting enormous amounts 
of their personal time. It looks wonderful.

2) Celebrations: The Depot has already hosted OP’s Sister City Delegation from Germany and 
the David Wolfe collection of related exhibits for their enjoyment. We’ve hosted receptions 
for our members, for the City, for the Chamber from Frisco, Texas and various other 
functions to show off the facilities.

3) Classroom History: Brad Moore and Bruce McRoberts have inaugurated our collaboration 
with the Blue Valley and Shawnee Mission School Districts by presenting exciting historical 
presentations on local history in the elementary schools.

4) Strategic Planning: Our Officers and Board are currently engaged in completing a 
Strategic Plan for 2026 fundraising. We have engaged Vicki Lilly, a noted fundraiser for 
major organizations in Overland Park, as a consultant to provide guidance in Donor 
engagement and Grant Applications.

5) Newsletter: Our newsletter will now go out electronically every quarter. This allows us to 
greatly expand content, to go to “all color!”, to expand from the old 8-page limit to 30+ 
pages. This allows for more information, history and an easier to read format enlargeable 
on your screens at home. This also assures prompt delivery, not dependent on the mails.

6) Fundraising: 501c3 Charitable Corporations survive on raising the funds necessary to 
support day to day operations and programming. The OPHS is no different. We must raise 
sufficient operating funds from Donors, Grants and our Membership to maintain 
operations. We are hitting the trail for Donors and Grantors. Contributions from Members 
thru dues, donations, estate planning, charitable tax-deductible donations or otherwise, are 
of great benefit.

7) Programming: The Board and Officers are considering various programming that the OPHS 
can offer to the community, it’s members and others. This programming will be focused on 
and devoted to local history, events and development of our City over the decades.

I wish to extend a personal thank you to our Executive Director, Officers, Board of Directors 
and all our volunteers that have devoted their time, interests and talents to the OPHS this past 
year. I know the new year will be equally demanding. We have the team willing to tackle the 
significant opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. Here is a toast to a successful 2026 
fundraising campaign and our new Depot!!

Rod Richardson
President, OPHS   



Jan/Feb/Mar 2026, Page 3                           www.ophistorical.org                               Volume 32, Issue 1

Grand Opening Celebration at Discover O.P.
Events
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Grand Opening Celebration at Discover O.P.
Events
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Grand Opening Celebration at Discover O.P.
Events



To view one of the stories broadcast on Fox 4 News, click this link below:

Fox 4 News reporter, Jacob 
Sloan, was present for the 
event. He interviewed 
attendees and created two 
different stories which 
appeared on two different 
newscasts the evening of 
November 12. 

Discover OP brings Overland Park's history to life
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Events

Executive Director, Brad 
Moore, explains the 
importance of the Strang 
Line for the development 
of Overland Park and 
beyond.

Attendees participated in a 
celebratory champagne 
toast. 

https://fox4kc.com/news/discover-op-brings-overland-parks-history-to-life/


Strang Friends
APECS Aerospace

Comer, David & Barbara
Conrad, James & Charlene

Coulter, Ed & Sharon

Gilbert, Elaine
Hawk, Mel & Alice
Kauffman, Gordon

Lyons, Paul & Marilyn

Marsh, Gary & Deanna
Moore, Brad

Reichart, Frank
Shipley, Sally

White, David & Beverly

Gold Friends

Adler, Carol
Angerman, Bill

Apex Construction
Collins, Richard

Silver Friends
Eilert, Ed & Janice

Gram, Stacie
Hawk, Allison

McRoberts, Bruce & Karen

Bronze Friends
Pintar, Gilbert & Deborah

Single Source US, LLC
Thies, Kathi & Larry

Thornburgh, Jeff
Troop, Ruth Ann
Vohland, Janiece

Walker, John & Kathleen
Weiler, Bill & Calvin, Sharon

Williams, Dick & Gay

Adams, Bill & Barbara
Becker, Judith & Howard

Beucher, Jacqueline
Coddington, Erin

Crabtree, Pat
Davis, Chuck & Barbara

Dixon, Deron & Tana
DOPP

Dyer, Dave & Marian
Foster, Sandra
Francis, James

Ginter, Melanie Martin
Grant, William

Gray, Tom
Gulley, Sheryl
Hauser, Lee

Lee, Peggy Ogan
McLain, Mike

Murray, Shirley
Nelson, Dick & Ruby
O.P. Real Estate, LLC

First Interstate Bank
Foitle, Lisa

Griffin, Phil & Mary
Paradise, Richard & Julie

Pleasant Valley Cemetery 
District Association

Williams Family Dentistry 

Oltjen, Tom & Tracey
Potter, Sarah

Pringle, Susan Yendrek
Richardson, Rod & Pam

Simmons, Mike & Lynn
Stower, John

Vardeman, Kenneth & Myrna
Williams, Mary Jo & Pat
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We Thank Our 2025 Friends of OPHS:

Please consider becoming a Friend of the Overland Park Historical 
Society in 2026! Click the link below to become a Friend online.  

Become a Friend of OPHS for 1 Year - 
Choose your level of support!

https://forms.donorsnap.com/Form/Index/73a8e3b7-4c22-453e-b683-8f05eaa2f2f1
https://forms.donorsnap.com/Form/Index/73a8e3b7-4c22-453e-b683-8f05eaa2f2f1
https://forms.donorsnap.com/Form/Index/73a8e3b7-4c22-453e-b683-8f05eaa2f2f1


Upcoming Events – Jan/Feb/Mar 2026
March 2026                    

March 11, 5 p.m.         -     OPHS Board Meeting
                      8001 Santa Fe Dr.

March 24, 7 p.m.        -     OPHS Book Club
                      8001 Santa Fe Dr. 

February 2026                    

February 11, 5 p.m.     -      OPHS Board Meeting
                    8001 Santa Fe Dr.

February 21, 10 a.m.    -     General Meeting
                    7500 W. 75th St.

Spring 2026 Series: It’s a Hard Knock Life

Book Club Resumes in March

Tuesday, March 24 – 7 p.m. 
Orphan Train

by Christina Baker Kline
Speaker – Marilyn Klaus

Tuesday, April 21 - 7 p.m.
The Chaperone

by Laura Moriarty
Speaker – Rosemary Kolich

Tuesday, May 19 - 7 p.m.
The Light Between the 

Oceans
by M.L. Stedman

Speaker – Erin Pouppirt

If you have any questions about the book club, please contact Pat Crabtree at (913) 523-4784 or 
by email at vptree123@yahoo.com.   

All book club meetings are held at Discover O.P. – 8001 Santa Fe Drive.

Join us in celebrating and saving the OPHS Book Club, an extension of our society that has been an 
annual tradition for years. Under the dedicated guidance of Pat Crabtree, we've been able to receive 
a generous grant from Humanities Kansas, allowing us to provide a variety of books—many of which 
grace the New York Times best seller lists—at no charge. Additionally, we've hosted insightful 
speakers who have deepened our understanding of the themes woven into these books. While our 
initial funding set a strong foundation, we now find ourselves in need of your financial support to 
keep this program thriving. Your donations will ensure that we can continue to foster connections 
through literature and provide invaluable experiences for our community. Let's come together to 
keep the pages turning and the discussions lively!

Books are now available for check out at Discover O.P. – 8001 Santa Fe Drive.
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Vick Lilly

Also present at the meeting will be Robert Sparrow from 
Triune Financial Planners. Robert will provide insights on 
how you can support OPHS now and in the future 
through qualified charitable distributions from IRAs and 
testamentary bequests in estate planning. 

Jan/Feb/Mar 2026, Page 9                           www.ophistorical.org                               Volume 32, Issue 1

February 21 General Meeting
Please join us on February 21 for our first general meeting of 2026. This will be an important 
meeting as it will provide information on our fundraising efforts going forward. Our guest 
speaker will be Vicki Lilly, whom the Board of Directors recently engaged to provide 
professional assistance. Vicki has prepared a plan that features 10 tactics for revenue 
generation.  These tactics range from securing corporate partners to expansion of 
membership and our Friends program. Vicki will go through the plan and answer any 
questions you may have. Vicki has decades of fundraising experience, and most recently 
served as the Executive Director of the Arts & Recreation Foundation of Overland Park. 
(ARFOP). We are grateful to have Vicki’s assistance in helping ensure the success of OPHS!   

Vicki Lilly

Robert Sparrow

The February 21 General Meeting will 
be held at 10 a.m. at the American 

Legion Post, 7500 W. 75th St. Donuts 
and coffee will be served. 



Kansas City Star - August 17, 1913

Kansas City Star – July 18, 1914

K.C. Journal - June 15, 1912 

Early Aviation in Overland Park
(as reflected in local newspapers)
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History



Kansas City Star –May 29, 1913
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History



Kansas City Times - July 26, 1913

This bronze marker, 
situated in the lawn of 
the Growing Futures 
Early Education Center at 
8155 Santa Fe Drive, 
recounts William Strang’s 
achievements in bringing 
aviation to Overland 
Park. His efforts resulted 
in several historic “firsts” 
including the creation of 
the first airfield west of 
the Mississippi River, at 
79th & Santa Fe Dr., in 
1909. 
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History



Mayor’s Holiday Festival
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Events

The Mayor’s Annual Holiday Festival was held on November 21, 2025, and Discover O.P. was a major attraction during 
the event. In addition to being a warm respite from the chilly temperatures, visitors enjoyed Christmas selections 
performed by the 5-piece German band, The Happy Wanderers. Children enjoyed a balloon artist, who twisted inflated 
latex rubber into dogs, swords, and princess crowns. Many visitors were given took tours of Discover O.P., which was 
a big hit! It was an enjoyable event, and we look forward to participating again in 2026!

Discover O.P. provided a warm respite for well over 300 visitors

A balloon artist enthralled the children with his creations



Mayor’s Holiday Festival
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Events

The Happy Wanderers kept our visitors happy with a variety of Christmas tunes

Guests enjoyed the displays and the many happy memories of the past in O.P.



Our annual Christmas Lunch was held on Saturday, December 13, at the American Legion. Nearly seventy guests were 
in attendance to enjoy a wonderful meal prepared by the Sons of the American Legion, which included roast beef, 
sliced ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, vegetables, rolls and desserts. The room was very festive, with ten 
centerpieces, custom-made by Rose Vanderbeck, adorning the tables. These centerpieces, along with gift cards, were 
raffled off at the conclusion of the event. The American Legion prepared a surprise for member Peggy Lee. Dan 
Wilkinson, Commander of the Legion, was present to give a special tribute to Peggy’s late husband, Paul Lee, and to 
present her with a framed certificate honoring Paul for his service to the country and to the American Legion over the 
years. The holiday spirit was alive and well at this event. We thank all who worked so hard to make this a memorable 
afternoon!  

2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

Pat Crabtree, Debbi Roy and her niece, Paige

Pat Horton and daughter, Jacque Carden



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

Lynette & Steve Lee

Rick Collins, Paul & Marilyn Lyons



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

Jim Francis, Charlene & Jim Conrad

(L to R) Rita Thomson, Shirley Murray, Sue Serra and Peggy Lee



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

Barbara & David Comer

Brad Moore (center) visits with former employers, Dick and Gay Williams



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

OPHS President, Rod Richardson, welcomes the attendees

Mary Jo Doores gives the blessing before lunch was served



2025 Christmas Lunch 
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Events

Legion Commander, Dan Wilkinson, 
present Peggy Lee with a framed 

certificate honoring her late husband 
Paul, for his service to the country and 

to the Legion over the years.

Custom-made table centerpieces, 
courtesy of Rose Vanderbeck



Sister City Mayors Visit Discover O.P.
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Events

A January 9 celebration of life for David Wolfe at Village Presbyterian Church marked a return 
to the city of some delegates from Overland Park’s sister-city in Germany, Bietigheim-
Bissingen. The delegates included current mayor, Jurgen Kessing, and his spouse. Also in 
attendance was David Wolfe’s close friend, Heinz Steidle, a former Bietigheim-Bissingen mayor 
in the 1970s and 80s. It was David and Heinz who established international partnerships and 
youth exchanges, beginning in 1979 between Shawnee Mission South and students in 
Bietigheim-Bissingen. This close relationship eventually led to the City of Overland Park 
selecting Bietigheim-Bissingen as its only sister-city. 

David Wolfe bequeathed to OPHS his sizable collection of artifacts and gifts received by the 
delegates of Bietigheim-Bissingen over the decades. While Mayor Kessing had seen the 
artifacts on a previous visit in October, former Mayor Heinz was unable to make that trip. OPHS 
was happy to display all the items for the delegates to view once more in advance of attending 
David’s Celebration of Life. 

Also in attendance was Overland Park Mayor, Curt Skoog, former Mayor Ed Eilert and his wife, 
Jan, Jill Gerlach, wife of former Mayor Carl Gerlach, as well as city staff. It was a nice gathering, 
and the artifacts brought back many memories to those viewing them. 



Jan/Feb/Mar 2026, Page 23                     www.ophistorical.org                                   Volume 32, Issue 1

Events

While visiting Discover O.P., mayor Kessing 
surprised Executive Director, Brad Moore, 
with some additional gifts to add to the 
collection. OPHS will continue to foster our 
relationship with the German delegates, 
something that David Wolfe had requested.

Sister City Mayors Visit Discover O.P.

David Wolfe Jurgen Kessing, speaking at David Wolfe’s service



Then & Now

1960

2026

Santa Fe Drive, looking north from 80th St.
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OPHS in the ClassroomEducation
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Executive Director, Brad Moore, and OPHS Vice-President, Bruce McRoberts, have inaugurated our 
collaboration with the Blue Valley and Shawnee Mission School Districts by presenting exciting 
historical presentations on local history in the elementary schools. Beginning with presentations at 
Belinder and Apache Elementary Schools last November, and most recently at Liberty View and 
Stilwell Elementary Schools in January, OPHS has now established itself with both school districts 
through these well-received and interactive presentations. Titled “All Aboard! A Ride on the Strang 
Line,” this first presentation gave students an opportunity to learn about trolleys as an early form of 
mass transportation in a very interactive format. Students were chosen to portray motormen, 
conductors, patrons, crewman and even custodial staff. Gongs were sounded, bells were rung, 
tickets were punched and electrical switches activated - - all to the delight of very engaged young 
audiences. OPHS will be using the summer months to create additional presentation topics that will 
align with the school districts’ curriculum. There is great potential for these presentations to be 
supported by grants, which will allow the program to reach additional districts in upcoming school 
years. OPHS is very pleased with our collaborative efforts with the schools to reach younger 
audiences. “ALL ABOARD!”



Olathe Register – September 3, 1924

History

Looking Back: 100 Years Ago
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Looking Back: 70 Years Ago
January 5, 1956 – JoCo Herald January 12, 1956 – Johnson County Herald

January 26, 1956 – Johnson County Herald
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History



January 20, 1966 – JoCo Herald

Looking Back: 60 Years Ago
January 6, 1966 – JoCo Herald

January 6, 1966 – JoCo Herald
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History



Looking Back: 50 Years Ago
January 14, 1976 – JoCo Herald
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History



January 21, 1986 – College Boulevard News

Looking Back: 40 Years Ago

January 21, 1986 – College Boulevard News
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History



January 21, 1996 – College Boulevard News

Looking Back: 30 Years Ago
January 4, 1996 – College Boulevard News
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History



Overland Park Historical Society
8001 Santa Fe Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66204

Phone: (913) 381-8867
Hours:

Wednesday - Friday: 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday - Tuesday: Closed
Web: www.ophistorical.org
Email: info@ophistorical.org

Meet the Marvelous Marilyn Maye
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We never know who may walk in to Discover O.P. with something special to donate. On January 
22, Executive Director Brad Moore had a great surprise when a visitor donated a collection of 
Marilyn Maye's RCA Victor albums to OPHS, for future display. A longtime resident of Overland 
Park, Marilyn still holds the record for more performances on The Tonight Show than any other 
entertainer. OPHS is thrilled to receive this impressive collection of Marilyn’s recordings, and 
we hope she will stop by Discover OP the next time she comes back to Kansas City to perform!


