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SPHU 3070: The French medical system:  
history and present (3 credits) 

 
Discover how France built one of the world’s most respected systems of medical care, from its historic 
roots to its modern-day organization. 

 

Explore the Past 

• Examine France’s medical research in its former 
colonies 

• Visit the Museum of the History of Medicine and the 
Curie Museum 

• Study the doctors’ resistance movement during 
World War II 
 

Understand the Present 

• Analyze France’s system through the WHO Health 
Systems Building Blocks 

• Learn about health financing, medical education, and emergency response 
• Conduct an interview with a French resident about their healthcare experience 

 

Create and Reflect 

• Design a resource on the French health system for new residents 
• Complete a final exam to synthesize your learning 

 

Fulfills: Global Perspectives (NTC Core Curriculum) 

Prerequisites: None 
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