
 

 

END ISRAELI MILITARY DETENTION OF PALESTINIAN CHILDREN  

Proposed AIW for UUA GA 2018 

WHEREAS, our Unitarian Universalist principles ask us to respect the worth and dignity of every person, to 
promote justice and compassion, and to recognize that we are embedded in an interdependent web of 
existence; 

WHEREAS, approximately 700 Palestinian children between ages 12 and 17 are prosecuted in Israeli 
military courts in the occupied Palestinian territory annually with three-fourths experiencing physical 
violence from military personnel; 

WHEREAS, systematic mistreatment of Palestinian children during arrest, court appearances and 
incarceration includes late-night home invasion and arrest by heavily armed soldiers; blindfolding; 
restraining with plastic ties; physical and verbal abuse during transfer; lack of access to water, food and 
toilet facilities; solitary confinement; lack of access to lawyers or family; interrogation using physical 
violence and threats; coerced confessions; transfer across borders; and incarceration without charges; 

WHEREAS, abuses have long-lasting traumatic consequences for children, families and communities; 

WHEREAS, the abuses are extensively documented by international and Israeli human rights organizations 
including Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Military Court Watch, B’tselem, Defense for 
Children International and UNICEF; 

WHEREAS, concern about the abuse of children has led to the introduction in 2017 of a bill in Congress, 
“Promoting Human Rights by Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian Children Act” (H.R. 4391); 

WHEREAS, the Presbyterians, the Disciples of Christ and the United Church of Christ have passed 
resolutions condemning mistreatment of children under Israeli military detention; 

WHEREAS, the deaths and suffering of Palestinian children in Gaza due to  Israel’s blockade and violent 
repression of recent protests highlight the need for international support for Palestinian children;  

WHEREAS, UUA General Assemblies have passed statements on militarism, the rights of children, and 
human rights of Palestinians, including a 1979 General Resolution opposing militarism; a 1996 General 
Resolution addressing the rights of children; a 2013 Action of Immediate Witness (AIW) condemning the 
racist mistreatment of young people in the U.S. by the police; a 2015 AIW supporting the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the replacement of racist police and prison systems; and the 1982 General Resolution and 
2002 AIW calling for ending the occupation of Palestine; 

WHEREAS, Israel signed the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which prohibits physical violence 
against children and is the only nation that automatically prosecutes children in military courts (8,000 since 
the year 2000); and only Palestinian children are tried in military courts, settler children are tried in civil 
courts; 

WHEREAS, a 1982 UUA Board of Trustees Business Resolution rightly opposed anti-Semitism and stated 
that criticism of the policies of Israel should not be equated with anti-Semitism; and 

WHEREAS, our Unitarian Universalist principles and our opposition to oppression, militarism and racism call 
on us to oppose the abuse of Palestinian children; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2018 Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly calls on 
our UUA leadership, affiliated organizations, ministers, and member congregations to advocate for and act 
to end the detention and mistreatment of Palestinian children under Israeli military occupation. 


