
THE ISRAEL-PALESTINE NGO WORKING GROUP AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
 
 
 
29 April 2021 
 
Re: Forcible transfer of Palestinians in Occupied Jerusalem 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
We write to you as non-governmental organizations working in New York and 
internationally as active members of the Israel-Palestine NGO Working Group (IPWG) at 
the United Nations. Most of our organizations also have a continuing presence, active 
programs, and research in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory (OPT) for decades.  

We write to express our deep concern over impending plans to forcibly transfer 
Palestinians from their homes in Jerusalem, particularly in the neighborhoods of Sheikh 
Jarrah and Silwan. This most urgently includes eviction orders for 16 families in these 
neighborhoods.1 Four families in Sheikh Jarrah have received orders from the Jerusalem 
District Court allowing for the evictions by 2 May 2021.  In December 2020 alone, it was 
also reported that 21 demolition orders were issued for the Al-Bustan area of Silwan.2 UN 
OCHA has more broadly warned of settler expansion in other neighborhoods in East 
Jerusalem, including the Old City, At Tur, Wadi Joz, and Ras al Amud.3  
 
These eviction and demolition orders come within the context of decades-long policies 
and practices by Israel that target every aspect of Palestinian life to unlawfully shift the 
demography of annexed Jerusalem. The forcible transfer of Palestinians from their 
homes, and the unlawful transfer of Israeli settlers into the city have been underpinned 
by an array of violations of international human rights law and international 
humanitarian law. Israel’s violations of its obligations as occupying power have not gone 
without and have indeed been recognized and condemned by the UN General Assembly 
and Security Council, as well as by Member States.  
 
However, condemnation alone has driven us to our current context- where the very 
character of Jerusalem has been and continues to be radically altered, and Palestinians 
are left to bear the consequences of Israel’s continued impunity.  
 
Our organizations call on Member States of the Security Council to act, in line with their 
obligations under international law and relevant Security Council resolutions, to preserve 
the presence and livelihoods of Palestinians in Jerusalem, and end Israel’s widespread 

                                                        
1 https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26648&LangID=E  
2 https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/12/31/israel-orders-wave-of-new-house-demolitions-in-silwan-
jerusalem  
3 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/palestinian-family-evicted-its-home-east-jerusalem  



systematic targeting of Palestinians throughout the occupied Palestinian territory. We call 
on Member States to: 
 

• Issue a public statement condemning and calling on Israel to immediately stop the 
looming forced evictions and transfer of Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah and 
Silwan, and acknowledge the wider context aimed at removing Palestinian 
presence from Jerusalem; 

 
• “Distinguish, in their relevant dealings” between the territory of the State of Israel, 

and territories occupied since 1967, including annexed Jerusalem, in line with 
UNSC Resolution 2334; 

 
• Take immediate measures to protect Palestinians in occupied East Jerusalem – a 

protected population under international law – including against risk of mass 
transfer and displacement due to Israel’s forced evictions, residency revocations, 
and home demolitions, among other violations; 

 
• Raise Israel’s systematic and deliberate policies and measures aimed at the 

dispossession and transfer of Palestinians from occupied East Jerusalem, namely 
most recently in Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan, at the highest levels including at the 
United Nations; 

 
• Call on Israel to repeal its discriminatory laws, unlawfully extended to occupied 

and annexed East Jerusalem, and to end its coercive environment designed to 
drive Palestinian transfer, including forced evictions and home demolitions in 
Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan; 

 
• Ensure the non-recognition of Israel’s unlawful annexation of Jerusalem, 

including, where relevant, by removing embassies located there or continuing to 
refrain from locating embassies to the city; 

 
• Cooperate with and support the International Criminal Court during its 

investigation in the Situation of Palestine. 
 
 
We recognize that the resolution of these issues presents a difficult political challenge, 
and the Israel-Palestine NGO Working Group at the United Nations would welcome a 
chance to meet with you for a fuller briefing on the threats of forcible removal and to 
discuss appropriate pathways forward to ensure respect for international law. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. Please let us know about the 
possibility of a meeting in the coming weeks.   

Sincerely, 



  

Mr. Brad Parker, Esq. 
Co-chair, Israel-Palestine NGO Working 
Group at the United Nations 
Senior Adviser, Policy and Advocacy 
Defense for Children International - 
Palestine 
brad.parker@dcips.org 
(646) 791-2992 

Mr. David Wildman 
Co-chair, Israel-Palestine NGO Working 
Group at the United Nations 
Main Representative to the UN, General 
Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 
dwildman@umcmission.org 
(770) 625-7894 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


