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OBSERVER CORPS REPORT 
Port Orange City Council 

Reported by Amy Legare 
 
 

July 21, 2026 

Bids, awards and contract items were approved by Consent Agenda for public utilities, 
and approval of the HUD CDBG 5-Year Consolidated Plan to include the Plan Year 2026 
Annual Action Plan. A citizen has spoken twice that the CDBG process could benefit 
from an ombudsman. No one on the council spoke about this suggestion. 

Senator Tom Wright highlighted ongoing projects aimed at wastewater infrastructure. As 
part of his presentation, Senator Wright presented the city with a check for $1,982,500 
to support both the Charles Street Wastewater Lift Station Rehabilitation and the 
Portona Drainage Project.  

House Representative Chase Tramont congratulated the City on securing the funding 
received and provided a legislative update to include property taxes and explained that 
there was a ruling today to strike down the summary language and the title of 
Amendment No. 3 for the upcoming ballot in November. The amendment has not been 
ruled invalid and will continue to move forward, but the summary and title need to be 
rewritten to more of a neutral standing. 

Council reported on an Eagle Scout project that involved the installation of bat houses 
on city property. Council proposed that the city consider identifying opportunities for 
future Eagle Scout projects, noting that the city’s 26 parks could potentially benefit from 
the installation of bat houses. 

Stormwater and parks and recreation project status was updated – the Dunlawton 
bridge boat ramp remodeling is almost complete; the REC West project is receiving many 
proposals to build. City staff are leveraging funds from other sources for stormwater and 
park projects to conserve bond and budget funding to accomplish additional projects. 

The second reading of Ordinance No. 2026-8 - Amendments to Chapter 17, Section 29 
of the Land Development Code for the Planned Community-Agriculture zoning district 
was passed 3-2 after continued discussion on housing density and traffic in this area of 
Town West and Williamson Blvds. Many decisions were made years ago and can’t be 
changed today.  

The first reading of Ordinance No. 2026-7 - Amending Chapter 82, Article II - 
Waterways of the Code of Ordinances was passed. Changes are being made to align 
with changes at the state level. This ordinance relates to the use, operation, and mooring 
of watercraft in city waterways; of the anchorage of vessels, live-aboard vessels, floating 
structures, and commercial vessels and providing for procedures for the removal of  
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vessels and impoundment along with the collection of costs associated with these 
actions; prohibiting live-aboard vessels, floating structures, and commercial vessels in 
certain areas. 

 
August 4, 2026 

Bids, awards and contract items were approved by Consent Agenda for public utilities, 
and approval of the HUD CDBG 5-Year Consolidated Plan to include the Plan Year 2026 
Annual Action Plan. A citizen has spoken twice that the CDBG process could benefit 
from an ombudsman. No one on the council spoke about this suggestion. 

Senator Tom Wright highlighted ongoing projects aimed at wastewater infrastructure. As 
part of his presentation, Senator Wright presented the city with a check for $1,982,500 
to support both the Charles Street Wastewater Lift Station Rehabilitation and the 
Portona Drainage Project.  

House Representative Chase Tramont congratulated the City on securing the funding 
received and provided a legislative update to include property taxes and explained that 
there was a ruling today to strike down the summary language and the title of 
Amendment No. 3 for the upcoming ballot in November. The amendment has not been 
ruled invalid and will continue to move forward, but the summary and title need to be 
rewritten to more of a neutral standing. 

Council reported on an Eagle Scout project that involved the installation of bat houses 
on city property. Council proposed that the city consider identifying opportunities for 
future Eagle Scout projects, noting that the city’s 26 parks could potentially benefit from 
the installation of bat houses. 

Stormwater and parks and recreation project status was updated – the Dunlawton 
bridge boat ramp remodeling is almost complete; the REC West project is receiving many 
proposals to build. City staff are leveraging funds from other sources for stormwater and 
park projects to conserve bond and budget funding to accomplish additional projects. 

The second reading of Ordinance No. 2026-8 - Amendments to Chapter 17, Section 29 
of the Land Development Code for the Planned Community-Agriculture zoning district 
was passed 3-2 after continued discussion on housing density and traffic in this area of 
Town West and Williamson Blvds. Many decisions were made years ago and can’t be 
changed today.  

The first reading of Ordinance No. 2026-7 - Amending Chapter 82, Article II - 
Waterways of the Code of Ordinances was passed. Changes are being made to align 
with changes at the state level. This ordinance relates to the use, operation, and mooring  
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of watercraft in city waterways; of the anchorage of vessels, live-aboard vessels, floating 
structures, and commercial vessels and providing for procedures for the removal of 
vessels and impoundment along with the collection of costs associated with these 
actions; prohibiting live-aboard vessels, floating structures, and commercial vessels in 
certain areas. 

 


