
The Friends of the Mentally Ill Foundation, Inc. 

The Friends of the Mentally Ill Foundation is a 501©3 charitable foundation.  We registered as a Kansas not-for-

profit corporation on March 3, 2000.   

The idea for starting a charitable foundation for the State Hospital grew out of the need for an avenue for 

individuals to donate to a fund that would be used directly for the patients.  A task force was formed, by-laws were 

written and applications were made and accepted for our not-for-profit status. The initial funding came through 

donations by the Miami County Hospital and Norma Stephens.  Two members of the current Board of Directors, 

Stan Adams and Sherie Cole, served on the initial ask force. 

 Our organization is devoted to enriching the lives of persons receiving treatment at Osawatomie State Hospital.   

We fund identified projects such as equipment, goods, services or other benefits that are not available from other 

sources.  One example of our special projects was purchasing Bibles for the hospitals Chaplain’s department.  We 

obtained copies in large  print and Spanish as well as the English version.  

On an ongoing basis, we supply monthly activities for each person.  Usually we have treats such as cookies, chips, 

or similar items. These are distributed to each patient monthly.  We also provide gifts for each unit for Christmas 

as well as providing a special Christmas treat bag for each person. During the past few years we have focused on 

providing activities packages for each unit which included games and craft items.  Last Spring we also made up 

similar activity packages for each unit that included outdoor games as well as indoor craft items. 

The Foundation also sponsors the Old Main Memorial site on hospital grounds.  This includes memorial benches 

that were donated by family and friends, trees and flowering plants, and an engraved brick plaza. The bricks in the 

plaza honor former retirees, current employees, family members and people who are supportive of the hospital 

and foundation.  We currently have over 300 engraved bricks at the site and have room for more!  The cost of the 

brick is a $25 donation.  We also maintain the upkeep for a memorial rose garden across from the Old Main 

Memorial site.  These sites are relaxing areas for patients and staff to visit. 

We conduct various fund raising efforts throughout the year – this includes collecting aluminum cans and scrap 

metal to recycle, collecting Best Choice Bar Codes, and having special events/booths at hospital and local events. 

One of our annual fund raisers is a summer Garage Sale. We participate in the Christmas Opening activities in 

Osawatomie where we hold a drawing for a Christmas themed basket. These fund raisers help us to raise the 

money to support our activities. I 

We invite you or your business to become a member of the Foundation.  Memberships renew each October; 

however, we accept memberships throughout the year. 

Individual membership:  $5.00 

Sponsor:   $50.00 

Patron:    $100.00 

Benefactor:   $500.00 

 

If you have questions please contact us.  Friends of the Mentally Ill Foundation, 500 State Hospital Drive, 

Osawatomie, KS. 66064.  Phyllis Sharp, President: 731-0523, 

 

 


