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Calvary Lutheran Church 

10:00 am Sunday Worship for May 10, 2026 
950 Bradley Street   Concord, NC 28025  www.clconcord.org  celca@clconcord.org  704-782-6923 

Growing in compassionate relationships, faith, service, and generosity through Christ  

Welcome to Calvary!  All are welcome in this community through the grace of our risen Lord Jesus 

Christ.  We hope that you will find joy and peace as you worship with us.   

• Check out our welcome center in the lobby  (narthex) for  information about our congregation. 

• Children and parents are invited to use our children’s resource center located in the lobby.  

•  If you are a guest with us today, please fill out one of our visitor cards found in the pews. 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, 

Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As 

Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ 

dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism 

and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit 

will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
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May 10, 2026 8:30 am           Calvary Lutheran Church                         Sixth Sunday of Easter

*Please stand in body or in spirit at these places in the service. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

C  Amen. 

P  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

P Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 

the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

C  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks 

for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are 

you. 

C You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

C You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P  Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 

join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

GATHERING 

CHIMES OF THE TRINITY 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP                                  Shine, Jesus Shine 

AS WE GATHER*                                                     Our God                                                         Bulletin Page 15 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                             Come Thou Almighty King                                      Bulletin Page 16  
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SONG TO OPEN OUR HEARTS                             10,000 Reasons                           Bulletin Pages 17-18 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 

WORD 

 Scripture Readings  We wait for God to speak to us in and through His word. 

L Acts 17:22-31 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you 
are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What there-
fore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and every-
thing in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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L Psalm 66:8-20 

 8 Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
 9 Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
 10 For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
 11 You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
 13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
 14 those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats.  
 16 Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
 17 I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
 19 but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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L 1 Peter 3:13-22 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and re-
spect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for 
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 
spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through wa-
ter. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION* 
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CHILDREN’S TIME  All children are invited to come forward to talk about the day’s scripture. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                                  Pastor František                                                                                        

 

P The Gospel according to John 14:15-21* 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 
him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no long-
er see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

SONG OF DISCIPLESHIP              Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)                    Bulletin Page  19                    

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

P Today we celebrate the rite of Confirmation for Mark Courtney who has  completed his con-

firmation instruction and now desires to publicly profess and claim as his own the faith into 

which he was baptized. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CONGREGATION: 

We present Mark who desires to make public the affirmation of his Christian faith. 
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P Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for Mark, whom you have made your own by 
water and the Word in baptism and who has completed his confirmation training. 

Through these years, You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of 
your Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith. As he comes today to declare 
his faith publicly, continue to uphold him in the gifts and covenant of his  baptism, and 
unite his heart with the hearts of all who are a part of your Holy Church. We ask this in 
the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

R I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

R I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

R I renounce them. 

The assembly is invited to stand and join in the responses. 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P   You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the  

         covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people,  

        to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news of  

       God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of  

       Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

R  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in 
their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

The confirmand kneels 

P Father in heaven, for Jesus' sake, stir up in Mark the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm 

     his faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering,  

     and bring him to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 

Parents read the Bible verse they have chosen for Mark. 

P Let us rejoice with this brother in Christ. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and pro-claim the good news to all the world. 

The Confirmation Gift is explained / presented. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A  Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

After each petition: 

A  Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

The prayers conclude 

A  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C   Amen. 

MEAL 

We are fed in our life of faith at the Lord’s table. 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  We have heard that God has loved us again and again through 

faith in Christ.  This message brings us peace and gives us peace to share.  We turn to those 

around us and offer them peace. 

OFFERING 

             

• The offering is an act of worship where we respond to God’s goodness in our lives by returning 

to God a portion of what he has first entrusted to us.   

• Thank you for your worship of God through sharing your time, talents, and finances.   

• If you would like to share a financial offering by credit card, you may do so by scanning the QR 

code. 
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ANTHEM                                                           The Gift of Love                                                        Hopson 

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love my words 
are vain as sounding brass and hopeless gain. Though I may give all I possess and striving so my 
love profess, but not be given by love within, the prophet soon turned strangely thin. Come spirit 
come our hearts control. Our spirits long to be made whole. Let inward love guide every deed. By 
this we worship and are freed.  Amen.  

C  OFFERING SONG                              Create in Me a Clean Heart                                      Hymn 186 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence, 

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 

before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with 

the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you 

love. In the name of Jesus, 

C Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PREFACE FOR THE SEASON—LED BY THE PASTOR 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

C  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us  today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P     Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION Please be seated. 

• . We invite those worshipping online to join us in Holy Communion as we share in the one body of 

Christ this morning.   

• For those worshipping in person, you may receive communion by coming to the altar or by standing 

at your seat.  

•  When communing, you may choose either the prepackaged bread and grape juice or the wafer and 

wine in individual cups.  

 

COMMUNION                                 Do This in Remembrance of Me                     Dove, Instrumental  

                                                                             Rhosymedre                                                        Williams 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING* 

P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C    Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 

the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

C  Amen. 

 SENDING   We are sent into the world to share the love and welcome of God. 

BLESSING 

P  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                          All the People Said Amen                       Bulletin Page 20-21  

DISMISSAL           

A Go in peace.  Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C       Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  

 

POSTLUDE                                                    Nachspiel No. 9 Op. 134                                             Merkel 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Worship Assistant David Barrier 

Lector Abby Courtney; Mark Courtney 

Crucifer Abby Courtney 
Acolyte Jillian Johnson 

 Communion Assistants  Elijah Bliss;  Will Parker 

Acolyte Nora Miller 
Confirmation Teachers Renee Friday; Matt Boone 

Assisting with Music Nora Miller and Lilly Rouse 

Altar Guild Rosie Schieber / Debbie Fink 

Ushers Mason Boone, Turner Boone 

 CPOM 
Tim Bolick 

TELLERS 
Angie Graeber; 

Gary Norris 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY are given by Marion Sizemore to the glory 

of God and in honor of the May 1st birthday of Phillip Heinrich and May 

15th birthday of Michael Heinrich. 

If you would like to contribute altar flowers for Sunday worship, please 

see the bulletin board outside the choir room the calendar of available 

dates and an order form or call our office administrator. 
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 Prayer requests will remain on the current list for four weeks.  Please call  the 

church office if you would like to add a name or resubmit a name  for another 

four weeks. 

Week 3:  

• Nancy Haney (healing) 

• Anne Hough (healing) 

• Clyde Graeber (beginning radiation treatments) 

• Nancy Deal (healing) -David Deal’s mother 

• Dianne Williams (healing) – Brian Williams’ mother 

• Wayne E. (healing) – Bryan Gabriel’s friend 

Week 4: 

• No new prayer requests were submitted this week. 

• No prayer requests were resubmitted this week. 

Week 2: 

• Molly Niekamp (healing following foot surgery) 

Week of May 10th: 

• Brent London (healing) – son of Cathy Steere 

• Gary Ridenhour (healing) – father of Lori Barnhardt 

COPYRIGHTS:  As We Gather: Our God Chris Tomlin, Jesse Reeves, Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman 
CCLI Song #5677416 © 2010 Atlas Mountain Songs; Rising Springs Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; Vamos Publish-
ing; worshiptogether.com songs For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License 
#2435354 Song to Open Our Hearts: 10,000 Reasons Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman CCLI Song #6016351 © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; 
sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd; worshiptogether.com songs For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights re-
served. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2435354 Song of Discipleship: Amazing Grace Chris Tomlin, John Newton, Louie Giglio CCLI Song 
#4768151 © 2006 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 
Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2435354 Communion: Ralph Vaughan Williams, Rhosymedre. Public Domain.  
Sending Song: All the People Said Amen Matt Maher, Paul Moak, Trevor Morgan CCLI Song #6518275 © 2013 Universal Music - Brent-
wood Benson Publishing; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; Trevor Morgan Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms 
of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2435354 Processional Hymn: Come Thou Almighty King - Public domain.  An-
them: The Gift of Love - Contributors: Hal H Hopson Tune and Text: © 1972 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Streamed 
with permission under OneLicense #711649. Postlude: Gustav Adolf Merkel, Zehn Vor - und Nachspiele. Public Domain.  

http://worshiptogether.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://worshiptogether.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://worshiptogether.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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Our God 
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                                                                            10,000 Reasons 
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                                                                                     Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) 
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                                                                                             All The People Said Amen 
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SAVE THE DATE—UPCOMING EVENTS AT CALVARY 

ROWAN BIG BAND IS BACK! 
Sunday, May 17th 

5:30 pm 
 

Join us for a Rowan Big Band Spring Concert in Calvary's 
fellowship hall. Make plans to come out for an evening 
of Big Band music, refreshments, and fellowship! 
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Our Mission:  Growing in compassionate relationships, faith, service, and generosity through Christ 

Our Vision:  Sharing the light of Christ with everyone 

We, the people of Calvary Lutheran Church, believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior.  Within this communion of 

Faith, we hold these guiding principles: 

• Everyone is invited, welcomed, and included. 

• Everyone is supported in times of personal need. 

• Everyone is spiritually fed and grows in discipleship. 

• Everyone is given opportunities to generously offer their God-given gifts (time, talent, and treasure) in 

worship and ministry. 

• Everyone is given opportunities to generously serve others, both within the community of faith and in the 

community at large. 

Church Office:                      

Office Administrator’s Hours 

9am—1pm Monday-Thursday Deadline for bulletin and e-news information : Wednesday by 9 am. 

Susan Norris, Office Administrator  

email: officeadmin@clconcord.org  

Gaylene Butch, Finance Administrator

email: financeadmin@clconcord.org 

Finance Administrator’s Hours 

8:30-1:30pm Monday and Wednesday 

mailto:financeadmin@clconcord.org

