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Letter from the President
This is the first letter that I’m writing to you
as your President – but it’s not the first letter
I’ve written as President – we just completed
writing the CSOL pages that appear in the
BRAVO! program distributed at every
Symphony concert – and writing a letter in
June for publication in the fall (yikes!)
required me to focus on our vision and
mission. Here’s what I wrote:

Dear Fellow Music Lovers:
Welcome to the 83rd season of the Charleston
Symphony. This also marks the 55th year of
the Charleston Symphony Orchestra League,
Inc. (CSOL®). Our mission is to provide
financial assistance to the orchestra through
fundraising projects and to support our
community through scholarships and music
education programs.
During the past year, the CSOL held a
successful Swanky Southern Soirée, where we
honored Jonathan Green at an engaging gala
dinner. We also conducted a record-setting
Symphony Tour of Homes on Kiawah
Island, one of our most popular yearly
events. This past spring, we celebrated the
success of our 42nd annual Designer
Showhouse as well as our Car Sponsorship
Program, which together netted $130,000.
Our fundraising season this year concluded
with celebrity chef Nathalie Dupree, the
winner of the Pursuit of the Podium Contest,
conducting the Symphony at the Sunset
Serenade for the opening of the Piccolo
Spoleto Festival. Plans for next year are
already underway: On October 17, 2019, the
CSOL will host an exciting luncheon that will
combine the talents of the Charleston
Symphony and renowned water color artist
Mary Whyte – with a few surprises thrown in
for good measure.
The CSOL is proud to be the largest
institutional donor to the Charleston
Symphony. Our fundraising projects last
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year enabled us to contribute more than $215,000 to the
orchestra. In addition, each year we award $33,000 for music
scholarships to musically talented youth from the Tri-county
area as well as to members of the Charleston Symphony. The
money we raise enables our young musicians as well as our
professional musicians to expand their musical talents and
experiences.
CSOL membership has grown close to 300 strong. We count
on our hard-working volunteers to run our projects and raise
the money needed to support the Charleston Symphony and
our scholarship and music education programs. Please
consider joining this spirited and talented group. Working
together, we will continue to support our mission of “Keeping
the music playing in the Lowcountry.”
Actually, writing was less difficult than I anticipated because
it was no boast, just facts. We work hard, we accomplish
amazing things together and we’ve created a strong network
of people with close ties to each other, the Symphony
musicians and staff. Our results and relationships speak for
themselves.
Looking forward to seeing you this fall.
Lyn Magee, CSOL President

CSOL SCHOLARS: WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?
Abigail Kent

Abigail

Kent,

CSOL

scholar,

was

recently

interviewed

in

harpcolumn, a blog for harpists. The article starts by noting:
The American Harp Society Summer Institute is 3 weeks away, which
means Abigail Kent is wrapping up her 2 years as the AHS Concert
Artist. With the national competition set to take place June 16–19, we
wanted to get her take on the experience and find out what exactly
those past 2 years have looked like. To read the article in it’s entirety,
go to https://harpcolumn.com/blog/q-and-a-with-abigail-kent/

Jo n a t h o n H e y w a r d

Party
People
Needed

Love to plan parties, entertain,
socialize?
Know
lots
of
wonderful venues in Charleston
and/or people with great homes
who are willing to be hosts?
Then join the Revels Committee.
We organize 10 events each
year that give members the
opportunity to meet others,
learn something new, enjoy
wonderful music, imbibe and
partake of exceptional food …
you get the idea.
If you’re interested in helping
(and around in the summer for
planning) please contact Karen
Kichline Ruef at 215-801-0969 or
kruef@icloud.com. Love to have
you join us!

Rising star conductor and CSOL scholar,
Jonathon Heyward, is making his debut
with the Seattle Symphony Orchestra -and found time to respond to
congratulatory emails from the Education
Committee on the news of his
appointment as Chief Conductor of the
Nordwestdeutsche
Philarmonie
in
northwest Germany.
Jonathon
debuted
with
the
Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie last
October. In their first rehearsal of
Stravinsky’s
“Firebird,”
Jonathon
quickly forged a positive relationship with
the musicians. He begins his new position
at the start of 2020 (as he turns 28!)
Jonathon’s stellar reputation was solidified as the Assistant Conductor
of the Halle Orchestra in England for 3 years. Last year, Jonathon
served as a Dudamel Conducting Fellow with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Orchestra.
While his guest conducting stints have taken him from Lausanne,
Switzerland to Osaka, Japan, next year, Jonathon will conduct his first
Spoleto Festival concert. Jonathon said, “I’m delighted that I’ll be
returning home to share music with so many of my family and friends
as well as the incredible music educators who helped me when I was at
school.” We can look forward to welcoming Jonathan home.
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CAR SPONSORSHIP ACURA RDX
FINDS A HAPPY NEW HOME
On May 18th, at high noon, Maestro Ken Lam drew #0016 as the winner of the 2019 Acura RDX. The
drawing was held at the Farmers' Market on Marion Square and concluded the 2 hour presentation by
the Charleston Symphony Brass Ensemble.
The lucky winner was Mrs. Deborah Bouknight of Kiawah Island who purchased her ticket back in
November at the Kiawah Island House Tour. She was one happy lady – and proved the early bird …
Don Reid, chair of this project, can be seen turning over the keys of the RDX to her in the picture
below.
Congratulations to our car sponsorship winner and thank you to all that supported this project – next
year could be your year to get lucky …

NATHALIE DUPREE WINS PURSUIT OF THE PODIUM
Piccolo Spoleto kicked-off with the annual Sunset Serenade at the US Custom House on
May 24th with Nathalie Dupree, cookbook author and TV personality, conducting the
Charleston Symphony as the winner of the CSOL Pursuit of the Podium competition. When
asked about her experience, Nathalie said:
Conducting the Charleston Symphony (or any symphony) was never on my bucket list. I was happy to
help raise money for the orchestra, but I thought the fun would be the competition, not the
conducting.
… and I won. Yuriy provided conducting instruction and I rehearsed with the Symphony – lots of fun. I
was diligent, listening to the piece on my phone hundreds of times.
At the concert, I took my rolling pin on the stage to conduct, of course. (Yuriy wrestled it away and
handed me a baton. Traumatic). And then, it was thrilling. I can’t remember ever enjoying anything as
much, although it’s unfortunate that I couldn’t remember anything I’d been taught, and just went with
the flow of the music.
I wish everyone could have this experience with our wonderful Charleston Symphony. And, I could do
it all over again.
Our thanks to the other 3 chef contestants, Michelle Weaver, Charleston Grill; Mike Lata, FIG and The
Ordinary and Anthony DiBernardo, Swig & Swine.

RO TA RY G R A N T T O B E U S E D F O R I P Z
The downtown Historic Rotary Club of CHS granted $1030 to the CSOL
to purchase and repair instruments used at the IPZ/Petting Zoos. Rotary
Past President and RCCF Chair Paul Stoney (who also was the winner of
Pursuit of the Podium last year) presented the check to Julie Fenimore,
chair of Audience Development. In her acceptance of the grant, Julie
noted that exposure to music early in the lives of children has numerous
positive impacts, fostering curiosity and a love of music.
Obtaining this grant represents Lorraine Perry and Jennifer Metts of the
League’s Sponsorship Committee’s concerted efforts to find and apply
for relevant grants, enabling our organization to expand its support for

the Symphony and music
education initiatives.

S AV E T H E S E FA L L D A T E S !
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

10/17/19

Arts Luncheon: Presentation by Mary
Whyte with Members of the CSO

Marriott Hotel, Lockwood
Blvd

11:00 am - 2:00 pm

11/2/19

Tour of Island Homes

TBD

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

