
For more information on helping with the 
search, see page 3 of Keynotes.  

Two reminders: Our first Coffee of the 
season is scheduled for Friday, October 25th 
at 10:00 am at the Public Library on Calhoun 
Street. Maestro Ken Lam is always 
interesting and fun; perhaps he will bring a 
special guest … The Coffees are open to 
the public, so bring friends and family 
members. Also, the first Revels event of the 
season is Oktoberfest at the Roper House 
on Tuesday, October 29th at 5:30 pm. Lots 
of good food, brews and entertainment – 
the CSO Polka Band will provide lots of fun. 
Buy your tickets on our website at 
csolinc.org. 
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Lyn Magee, CSOL President 

Free CSO Masterworks-Style Concert at The 

Sanctuary at 5:00 pm.  No ticket required.   

Purchase tickets for the tour at the event or 

online at www.csolinc.org. CSOL members 

may purchase an unlimited number of 

discounted tickets at $35 per ticket. 

As I write this month’s President’s Letter, I’m in the 
middle of the Southeastern Orchestra League 
Association’s (SOVA) annual Roundtable Conference in 
Augusta, GA. This 2-day workshop is jam-packed with 
discussions, presentations and inspiration, with 
representatives from the 11 member leagues/guilds and 
some great motivational speakers. It’s a wonderful 
conference, partly because of the great ideas we derive, 
and partly because you learn you aren’t alone: Many 
symphony leagues face challenges similar to those of the 
CSOL. There’s comfort in sharing suggestions and new 
approaches with colleagues to the issues and questions 
we all face. 

We’re just days away from the Salute to Veterans 
luncheon featuring artist Mary Whyte and concertmaster, 
Yuriy Bekker, along with a CSO string ensemble. This 
promises to be an exciting and profitable project for us 
and puts a fresh and innovative face on the concept of 
our traditional Fall Gala. On November 2, we’ll host the 
2019 Symphony Tour of Homes on Kiawah Island. It’s 
always a nail-biter to see which homeowners will agree 
to put their houses on the tour and if we’ll have the right 
number of homes. This year was no exception but our 
indefatigable house-hunters landed 6 show-stopping 
properties. The similarities between these 2 fundraisers 
are apparent: Talented teams working together for a 
common cause, able leadership, perseverance beyond 
measure and thinking-outside-the-box: Finding ways to 
creatively problem-solve all the challenges that arise 
when organizing and executing on big scale projects. 
Kudos to all involved in these great fundraisers! 

Our next big fundraiser is the 2020 Designer Showhouse 
and once again, we’re faced with a major challenge: 
Finding the perfect house to be transformed into a 
beautiful showplace for the month-long event next 
spring. Each year, the house search stands out as one of 
the toughest problems to tackle. We always land on the 
upside, but this year I’d like to ask for ALL your help on 
this. Each of us knows at least one person who is 
connected to a prospective Charleston DSH home: A 
realtor, contractor, builder, designer or perhaps a friend 
or neighbor. By approaching them to ask about a 
prospective house that may fit our bill – at least 3500 sq. 
feet, preferably unfurnished, with a garden – you 
considerably expand our house-hunting task force for 
this very important mission.  

http://www.csolinc.org/


Musicians will tell you that private instruction is 
key to their development.   For young musicians, 
the focus and coaching of a teacher and mentor is 
absolutely critical to success.  

Several years ago, the CSOL Education 
Committee approached Ken Lam and Mitsuko 
Flynn to ask if there was any necessity for need-
based financial support for students in the 
Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra (CSYO) for 
private lessons.  Their answer was an 
overwhelming Y E S .  For these reasons, the 
League established the Donna Reyburn 
Scholarship for Music Lessons to support private 
lessons for students in the CSYO and the 
Charleston Symphony Youth Strings (CSYS).   

This is the third year the fund has been in place 
and it’s been a slow ramp-up. In the first year, 4 
students received support; in the second year, 6 
students were funded.  This year, with a renewed 
focus on publicity and the addition of the CSYS, 
23 students applied for assistance. Unfortunately, 
our available moneys were inadequate to support 
that many students.  Of the 23 applicants, only 14 
will receive financial aid.  The household income 
for these students ranges from $6,300 to 
69,900/year.  Five are in the CSYO and 9 are in 
the CSYS.   

Students will receive $180 per semester to pay 
for 6 private lessons of 30 minutes each.  The 
hope is students will receive weekly lessons (i.e., 
18 per semester). Even with fewer applicants in 
previous years, the league was able to fund only 
9 lessons a semester.   And, many students 
choose to have lessons for an hour instead of 30 
minutes, so their families are still making a 
significant investment in private instruction, even 
with our support.   

So, we’re 
reaching out to 
our membership 
to meet this 
growing need:  

Please consider 
making a 
contribution to 
this fund by 
sending a check 

to the CSOL, c/o Claudia Porter, Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 22613, Charleston, SC 29413-2613 and write 
“Reyburn Scholarship” on the “For” line of your 
check. In advance, thank you on behalf of these 
deserving musician/students. 

 
 

DONNA REYBURN SCHOLARSHIP SEEKS CSOL MEMBER SUPPORT 

 
Join the fun at the 2019 Symphony Tour of Homes on Saturday, November 2nd.  Guests are invited to 

tour 6 of the most stunning and exceptional properties on picturesque and exclusive Kiawah Island, 

including a fabulous penthouse at the Timbers Kiawah Ocean Club and Residences.  A free Masterworks-

style concert by the Charleston Symphony follows at 5:00 p.m. at The Sanctuary on Kiawah Island.   

The Tour of Homes always includes live music and refreshments.  In addition, Charleston artist Jennifer 

Koach has donated her beautiful oil painting “Green Glamour.”  The raffle drawing for the painting will 

take place at the CSO Concert following the tour.  Tickets for both the Tour and Painting Raffle are 

available on the League’s website at www.csolinc.org as well as at Indigo Books at Freshfields Village 

and the Kiawah Island Municipal Center on Betsy Kerrison Parkway.  

Join us as a Docent! We’ve filled most of the 100 Docent shifts required for the Tour, but we’d welcome 

more participation.  Docents will be treated to a Wine and Cheese Thank You Party on Friday, 

November 1st with a free preview of 2 Tour houses before the party.  Additionally, Docents may 

purchase half price tickets of $25.00. (To our newer members: Serving as a Docent is a great way to meet 

other CSOL members).  To sign up, email Susan Leggett at ssleggett@comcast.net. 

http://www.csolinc.org/
http://www.csolinc.org/
http://www.csolinc.org/
http://www.csolinc.org/
http://www.csolinc.org/
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Execut ive Committee  
President Lyn Magee 

Treasurer Claudia Porter 

Recording Secretary Carol Cronk 

Corresponding Secretary Kelly Denton 

VP Long Range Planning Faye Griffin 

VP Projects  Susan Leggett 

VP Membership Beth Connolly 

VP Education Caroline Thibault 

Parliamentarian Jaimie Flack 

Past President Kitty Reid 

Standing Committees  

Advocacy Mary Davis 

Audience  Development Julie Fenimore 

Bylaws Linde Mills 

Communications David Savard 

   Newsletter Jodie-Beth Galos 

Member Events Sue Ingram 

Nominating Jane Miller 

Sponsorship Lorraine Perry 

Spec ial Committees  

Car Sponsorship  Ron Schildge  

Veteran Arts Luncheon Kitty Reid, Jodie-Beth Galos 

Island Tour of Homes Becky Hilstad, Susan Leggett 

Revels Karen Kichline Ruef 

Designer Showhouse Claudia Porter, Patti Tully 

  
Save the dates for the  

  March 19 – April 19, 2020 

First things first: We need to find that 

one special house that’s 

at least 3,500 square feet and has a 

garden for our café. 

Contact Patti Tully at pattitully@gmail.com 

STRESS-FREE ENTERTAINING  

WITH  
NATHALIE DUPREE  
Thursday, November 14, 1:00-3:00 pm.   

REVELS: Are you ready to host friends 
and family for the holidays?  Noooooooo? 
Now is the time  to get tips and techniques 
on entertaining preparations from Nathalie 
Dupree:  Author, chef, cooking show host 
and winner of the 2019 Pursuit of the 
Podium. Nathalie lectures and teaches 
cooking classes all around the world. As a 
special bonus, each attendee will receive 
Nathalie’s latest cookbook, Nathalie 
Dupree’s Favorite Stories and Recipes. 
Refreshments (natch!) will be provided. The 
event will be held at the Bristol 
Condominiums on Lockwood Drive. 

Chee-Hang See, pianist and avid supporter of the CSO 
and CSOL, has created a series of cabaret-style musical 
programs that are being held at the Midtown Theatre,  
2816 Azalea Drive, North Charleston (with free parking!)  

The next program is set for Wednesday, November 6th, 
at 7:30 pm. It will feature brass, headed by Tony Marti, 
and is entitled “Baroque to Jazz.” Tickets are Adults $25, 
Seniors & Military $22, Teachers $20 and Students $15.  

Call 843-906-9981 to reserve your seating. 

The Education Committee, with the approval of 
the Executive Board of the CSOL,  

has changed the name of  
The Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra 
Private Lesson Financial Aid Scholarships   

to   
The Donna Reyburn Scholarship for Music 

Lessons. 



The CSOL Fall Tea was held on 

Thursday, September 19 at the St 

Johannes Parsonage -- the setting for our 

2015 Designer Showhouse.  Members 

enjoyed the beautiful courtyard, piazza 

and touring the home.  The Membership 

Committee welcomed new members with 

2 orientation  sessions -- held before and 

after the tea.   

Of course there was music, and it was a 

very special debut. Yuriy Bekker said, 

"I'm still in shock that I get to play this 

instrument." Thanks to an anonymous 

patron, Yuriy now has his hands on an 

ex-Degen 1638 Guarneri violin, one of 

"the most coveted in the world, 

considered to produce a deep and rich 

sound unparalleled by any other." 

The public debut of the Guarneri 

followed at the Charleston Symphony's 

season premiere, Mozart in the 

Lowcountry, on September 27, reminding 

members why it’s a privilege and a 

pleasure being a CSOL insider.  

 

The first Instrument Petting Zoo, staffed by CSOL members, will open on 
Saturday, October 19 at the Public Library on Calhoun Street from 10:15 am 
until 12:30 pm. Our Star Wars-themed  Zoo will be held in conjunction with 
the Star Wars Club of Charleston.  The CSO will give a free concert at 11:00 
am in the auditorium. 

For those of you who protest that you know nothing about holding, much less 
playing a woodwind, brass, string or percussion instrument, our hands-on 
tutorial before the Zoo will enable you to demonstrate to budding musicians 
the proper methods. The reward is observing generational family pride and 
excitement – from children to grandparents. 

Please go to our website, csolinc.org,  and under the Volunteer tab, go to 
Sign Up Genius. Scroll down to CSOL Petting Zoos and you’ll see the 
upcoming Zoo dates. This is an audience development investment for years 
to come. Join us at the Zoo and May The Force Be With You. 

STAR WARS PETTING ZOO NEEDS  YOU 

CSOL INSIDERS HEAR DEBUT OF 1638 GUARNERI VIOLIN  



INTERVIEW WITH REGINA YOST 

Q: What was your earliest musical experience? 

A: I was in the second grade, my family had a Play It 
By Number organ. Even though it wasn’t purchased 
for me (nor do I remember anyone else in the 
family playing it), I was obsessed – I would follow 
the books and play for hours. The only song I really 
remember was On Top of Old Smokey, but even 
now, I’ll hear some song that was in those books, 
and it takes me back. 

In 5th grade, 2 of my friends joined the band, so of 
course, I had to as well. The problem was, in 3rd 
grade, I had decided to become a baton twirler and 
I persuaded my (reluctant) father to buy me a 
baton. It never dawned on me to practice, so I 
never got better. When I went to my Dad and 
asked him to buy me a flute, his response was, 
“Remember the baton?” I somehow learned that 
you could rent a flute, and my father approved this 
smaller investment. So now I had a flute … but no 
lessons. My friend who was taking private lessons 
would meet me at recess and tell me everything 
she’d learned. My first instructor was a 5th grader. 

Q: Good to know you can become a professional 
musician of a major symphony by being coached by 
a grade schooler. 

A: Middle school was a defining moment for me. 
There were two bands – the Red and the Gray, and 
the Red band was the elite band – they won 
competitions at the state level. No one wanted to 
be relegated to the Gray band. So I auditioned for 
one of the 20 flute positions in the Red band (in 
front of the entire band – nerve-wracking – 100 
kids) and … came in last. But, at least I was in the 
Red band! 

… which is when I learned that the Gray band 
players had the right to challenge me every week 
for my seat because I was last chair. And they 
challenged me. Every. Single. Week. Did I practice? 
Like crazy. I became accustomed to being nervous. 
And, I kept my seat. 

The following year, there was no way I was going 
through that again, so my practice sessions grew 
longer and longer … and I became first chair. After 
I got a taste of being first, there was no going back. 

Regina Helcher Yost is Second Flute of the Charleston Symphony, Assistant Principal 

Flute/Piccolo of the Colorado Music Festival, Adjunct Professor of Flute at Charleston 

Southern University and core flutist for Chamber Music Charleston.  

Regina attended the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music and Indiana University, 

and was a flutist in the National Orchestra of New York. Previously, Regina was the 

Associate Principal Flute/Piccolo of the Honolulu Symphony, Second Flute/Piccolo of 

the Knoxville Symphony, and Acting Second Flute of the St. Louis Symphony. 

Q: How did you move from band to orchestra? 

A: I fell in love with the orchestral music and I also 
fell in love with playing with strings. I remember 
thinking, “I have to do this for the rest of my life.” 
But there’s a critical difference between the kind 
of playing you do in a band versus an orchestra, 
and temperamentally, I’m an orchestra person. 

Q: Explain? 

A: In a band, you play continuously and it’s a mass 
of sound whereas, in an orchestra, you are, in 
effect, playing a solo. In an orchestra, I can hear 
myself and I can hear the other instruments too. 

Q: What did you do after receiving your Master’s 
Degree? 

A: I auditioned and became Principal Flute/Piccolo 
for the Honolulu Symphony. It was a wonderful 
experience – we were a real family. (It’s what 
happens when you’re in the middle of the ocean). 
But, they ran into financial problems and locked 
the musicians out, so I took a leave and went to 
play with the Knoxville Symphony. I decided to 
stay in Knoxville. I then came to the Charleston 
Symphony in 1997 to fill a one-year opening.  

Q: Oh my. Locked out. How did you feel when the 
Charleston Symphony closed? 

A: Awful but prepared. I had learned to hold as 
many jobs as possible (Confession: I also was 
married so it took a little of the financial burden 
off me). I was confident, however, we would 
reopen – Charleston is a city that really wants a 
symphony. Our extraordinary conductors, first 
David Stahl and now Ken Lam each have been the 
right person at the time for the job – it’s been 
remarkable working with both of them. 

I also want to thank the CSOL – I’ve worked with a 
number of orchestras and the League is the finest 
I’ve ever known. You share your joy and love of 
music and you work unbelievably hard. The CSOL 
scholarships are especially meaningful: You 
supported me when I needed to buy a plane 
ticket to Costa Rica this year, which enabled me to 
perform one of the most important teaching 
experiences of my career. I’m really grateful. 

 
 

Q: How did you move from flute to piccolo? 
A: I’d seen a piccolo, thought it was cool, 
and wanted one. So, I went back to my 
father (Have you noticed there’s a theme 
here?) and asked him to buy me one. We 
found an inexpensive one that was black 
plastic (Better for playing outside) and 
that’s the one we bought. I tried to play it – 
I couldn’t produce a note. 
At this point, I decided to audition for the 
youth orchestra. I was asked by the 
conductor whether I played the piccolo and 
I assured him I did. This is when I learned 
that lying is not a good thing. I was 
informed I would be the piccolo in Candide, 
and the piccolo rises high above the 
orchestra. No possibility of faking it. In a 
panic, I called Jack Wellbaum (piccolo of 
the Cincinnati Symphony) and he was 
willing to meet with me. My (soon-to-
become) teacher tried the plastic piccolo … 
and couldn’t produce a note. It was a dud. 
(Whew! It wasn’t me!) My now teacher 
restored professional piccolos, so I started 
playing on a Haynes. My introduction to the 
piccolo came full circle – dud to dream 
instrument. And, while I remain in love with 
the flute, I am equally enamored of the 
piccolo. 
Q: What was your major at the Cincinnati 
Conservatory? 
A: To please my family, I took a double 
major of flute performance and music 
education (“You’ll always be able to get a 
job teaching”). To make money, I did teach 
while in school – I taught 30 students flute 
students every weekend. While in school I 
won a one year position with the National 
Orchestra of New York. It was amazing – I 
would approach musicians who were 
playing at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, 
and they would agree to give me a lesson. I 
graduated in 3 years from Cincinnati. After 
the year was over, I then went to Indiana to 
pursue a master’s degree. 
 
 

Regina Helcher Yost  
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E V E N T  

CSOL Board Meetings: First Wed. of Each 
Month 

L O C A T I O N  

Country Club of Charleston 

T I M E  

10:00 am -12:00 pm 

10/17 Veterans Luncheon: Presentation by Mary 
Whyte, Yuriy Bekker & Members of the CSO 

Marriott Hotel, Lockwood Blvd 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

10/25 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

10/29 Revels: Oktoberfest at the Roper House    9 East Battery 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

10/30 Chamber Music in the Rotunda Gibbes Museum of Art 6:00 pm 

11/1 Volunteer Party: Symphony Tour of Homes Cinder Creek Pavilion, Kiawah 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
 

11/2 Tour of Island Homes on Kiawah 5 Homes on Kiawah Island 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

11/2 CSO Free Concert, Sponsored by Town of 
Kiawah Island I Arts and Cultural Council 

The Sanctuary 5:00 pm 

11/14 Revels: Stress-Free Entertaining with 
Nathalie Dupree 

The Bristol Condominiums 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

11/15  & 16 Chamber Music:  We’ll Always Have Paris Library Society 7:30 pm 

11/22 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

12/6 & 7 Chamber Music: Holiday Strings Library Society 7:30 pm 

12/11 Holiday Tea Karen & Jim Wordsworth’s Home 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

12/19 Revels: Jazz with Alva Anderson Debbie & John Avinger’s Home 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

12/29 Stahl Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser Unitarian Church 3:30 pm 
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1/9 Wine with the Maestro The Spoleto Office 5:00 pm 

1/15 Revels: Gullah Tour of Charleston Meet at CHS Visitor’s Center 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

2/7 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

2/16 Revels: Celebrate Yuriy’s New Arrival Becky & Paul Hilstad’s Home 12:30 pm – 3:00 pm 

2/28 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

March - 
April 

Designer Showhouse Runs During March and 
April 

TBD 

3/14-17 CSOL Scholarship Auditions College of Charleston All Day 

3/26 Revels: Cruise and Tour of Hobcaw Barony Hobcaw Barony 8:45 am/10 am 

3/27 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

4/3 & 4 Chamber Music: All Roads Lead to Vienna Library Society 7:30 pm 

4/16 Wine with the Maestro The Spoleto Office 5:00 pm 

4/22 Chamber Music in the Rotunda Gibbes Museum of Art 6:00 pm 

4/26 Revels: Focus on CSYO with Kellen Gray Sugar & Tom Slabaugh’s Home 6:00 pm 

4/27 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston County Public Library 10:00 am 

5/3 Scholarship Winners Recital Bishop Gadsden Chapel 3:00 pm 

5/13 CSOL Luncheon & Installation of Officers Country Club of Charleston 11:30 am 

May Car Sponsorship Drawing TBD 

S AV E  T H E S E  2 0 1 9 - 2 0  D A T E S !   


