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It’s March 14th, and ordinarily the CSOL is abuzz with 

big activities this month, including scholarship 

auditions and the opening of the Designer Showhouse. 

These are unprecedented times, however; the 

uncertainty of the current situation regarding the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) has compelled us to make 

some important decisions regarding the scholarship 

auditions, the Gala in the Garden Preview Party and 

the Designer Showhouse.  

The health and safety of our students, guests 
and volunteers is our utmost concern so in an 
abundance of caution, we have decided to 
take the following actions.   

The CSYO scholarship auditions, originally scheduled 

for March 14-17,  will be postponed; when a new set of 

audition dates has been decided, all auditioners, 

volunteers and other associated personnel will be 

notified.    

The Gala in the Garden Preview Party will be 

postponed until later on during the month that the 

Showhouse is open (March 19-April 19); the new date 

of the Party has not been determined yet but as soon 

as we have confirmed it, we will reach out to you and 

let you know. 

Although the DSH Preview Party has been 

postponed, as of this writing the Designer Showhouse 

will open as planned on Thursday, March 19th at 10 

AM. The Showhouse will be open daily 

Monday through Saturday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

and Sundays from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. Should this 

schedule change for any reason, we will reach out via 

email and eblast to advise you. At the Showhouse, 

here are the steps we are taking to ensure the health 

and safety of our visitors: 

We are limiting the number of visitors who may tour 

the house at one time, ensuring a smaller group size. 

Front door greeters will control the number of guests 

who are permitted to visit the DSH at one time. 

We are emphasizing a 'Please Don't Touch' policy 

inside the DSH designer rooms, although we do want  

encourage our visitors to feel free to ask questions of 

the docents on duty. 

All 'public surfaces' such as doorknobs and handles 

will be disinfected hourly using a commercial grade 

sanitizer. 

In SCORE, we will have sanitizer available for 

visitors who want to handle the merchandize and our 

volunteer sales people will be sanitizing their hands 

frequently --  we want you to purchase, safely! 

We are encouraging all guests and volunteers who are 

feeling unwell to avoid public contact and instead, 

visit the Showhouse at another time. 

We appreciate your support and patience at this 

challenging time. Please reach out individually to me 

if you have any concerns or questions. 

Lyn 

Lyn Magee, CSOL President 
 

 



Heidi Huddleston, CKD: I ask questions, and 
listen carefully to the answers. Often, I can 
deliver their vision without compromising their 
dream. For example, the client loves (insert 
awful color) and says they want (that color) 
cabinets. I might talk about how long they’re 
planning to be in the space, and why it makes 
sense to accessorize with (that color) rather 
than go to the expense of custom color 
cabinets.  It's easy to paint walls a custom color 
and a great way to infuse personality while 
keeping the investment items more universally 
appealing. (Especially if re-sale sooner rather 
than later is a consideration).  Let’s hope 
clients trust their designer. Isn't that why they 
hired one?  

Emily Wood: Our homes are so personal that 
sometimes emotions get in the way of 
practicality (and good design). When there’s a 
difference of opinion with a client, the key is to 
help them think objectively as well as 
emotionally about the best use of a room. The 
end goal is always the client’s happiness, and 
long-term it means a room that functions in a 
way that supports the client’s lifestyle while 
allowing that person to feel good. A balance of 
space, color and light is always more important 
to me than pursuing a look that doesn’t fit the 
client’s personality. 

Bobbi Jo Engelby: When I need to convince a 
client to consider another idea outside of their 
opinion, I simply say, “To be honest with you, if 
it was my house I would do this … “ Works most 
of the time :) 

Alexandre Fleuren: I never think of the client as 
being right or wrong, but rather as being 
unprepared. It’s my job to prepare them to 
receive a great design, so I must be coherent, 
cohesive and thorough and expect the 
fabulous person who saw the reason to hire me 
in the first place to trust my guidance. If they 
seem to be making a bad choice, it’s because 
I’ve not prepared them to make a good one. 

Sandra Ericksen: I always try to reassure my 
clients that their choices aren’t about wrong vs. 
right.  Many times it’s about preferences and 
making sure all the preferences mingle 
well.  So, I remind them of this when I feel the 
need to step in and tell them they’re about to 
make a mistake which they will regret.  I gently 
remind them they are paying me for my 
guidance and I have their best interests at 
heart.  Usually, this moves us in the soundest 
direction. 

Wendy Hoover: 
• Remind them why they trusted you to help 

them with their plan. 
• Convey that if they stick with the plan, they’ll 

be happy in the end. 
• Tell a story about how other clients made 

the right decision to trust the plan and were 
glad they did. 

• Work with their idea and then show your 
design side-by-side to see if they still like 
their idea better. 

ASK A DESIGNER: As successful design professionals, you’re 
extremely attentive to clients’ needs and wants. But, what do 

you do if  the client is … wrong? How do you help them?  

Allyson Kirkpatrick: Being an interior designer is 
similar to being an interpreter. We listen to a 
client’s needs and wants and translate them into 
an interior space they’ll love. Along the way, 
we’re responsible for steering the client away 
from all those mistakes that our experience and 
training tell us won’t work. I want long-term 
clients, so if they’re making a design mistake, 
I’m going to speak up because they hired me for 
my expertise.  Apart from the obvious creative 
skills needed to become an interior designer, 
you have to be part psychologist with a little bit 
of detective thrown in. 

 
 
 

Linda Greenberg: Making sure a client’s dream 
garden ideas are fully incorporated in the overall 
design and installation of the finished outdoor 
living space is the optimum goal. Of course, 
clients don’t know what they don’t know so it’s 
imperative that I outline a range of possible 
designs that will ensure the client’s overall 
happiness with their transformed garden. Is it 
sometimes a challenge to make sure that a 
client’s desires are acknowledged in a 
professional way? Occasionally. But the 
cornerstone is building a trusting relationship 
between the client and me and my expert 
team. We may be even better at doing that than 
designing or planting – which says a lot. 



WHERE ARE 

THEY NOW? 
Updates from a  

CSOL Scholarship 
Winner 

 

REVELS: Arts Critic 

Maura Hogan, 
Post and Courier 

April 6, 2020, 4:30 – 6:00 pm   $50pp (Limit: 35)  

Maura Hogan, the Arts Critic at the Post and 

Courier, will share her candid insights about the 

burgeoning arts scene in Charleston based upon 

her considerable experience in staged performing 

arts. Maura has written theater and Spoleto 

festival reviews for the Charleston City Paper — 

so the Arts is her beat. In her role, Maura has 

the ability to influence her readers’ views of this 

city’s many arts offerings -- including our 

Charleston Symphony. Here’s your chance to 

hear about her experiences as a critic, her views 

on Charleston’s art scene and where it's going, 

and what does she look (or listen) for when 

reviewing an event or performance. Get your 

questions ready.  

The event will be held in the Garden Café at the 

Designer Showhouse; wine and cheese will be 

served. And, to showcase the arts, there will be a 

trunk show of fabulous framed art prints, gently 

priced – and a lucky raffle winner will go home 

with art under the arm! 

Go online to sign up for Maura’s Hot Sheet at the P&C. 

After graduation, Katie married her best friend and 
earned her Music Therapy Board Certification. She 
began practicing as a music therapist with Voices 
Together, a non-profit organization in Chapel Hill, NC. 
Katie now works as a Clinical Supervisor, collaborating 
with her coworkers to support individuals with diverse 
abilities. She enjoys interacting and connecting with 
different people every day while using music as a tool 
for their self-expression, growth and empowerment. 
Katie feels passionately about helping others find their 
voices to become their best version. She aspires to 
become a pediatric music therapist and credits her 
scholarship support from the CSOL for many of her 
achievements and aspirations. Congratulations to Katie 
and her mother, Gloria Palmer-Long, an active CSOL 
Education Committee member. 

Katie Muir graduated from 
Wando High School in 2011. At 
Wando, she played the bassoon 
in numerous ensembles, 
including the CSYO. She 
received her bachelor’s degree   
                                    i n  M u s i c  

Therapy from Appalachian State 
University in 2016. During her 
time there, she performed with its 
symphony orchestra,  wind 
symphony, symphonic band, the 
Hansel and Gretel Opera plus the 
Blazing Bassoons, a smal l 
ensemble. 

 

How many ways can one make brunch special at the CSOL Designer Showhouse in the garden Café 
Musique? Chef Vince Dodson will be offering 5 unique brunch experiences by recreating historic, 
European dishes. Flavors are inspired, fresh and authentic. 

Chef Vince is a personal chef and plate artist who cooks in the Lowcountry with an epicurean flair. 
Brunch prepared by Chef Vince will be served each Saturday. Come once or each week to enjoy all 5 
very special experiences. One complimentary Mimosa included with each brunch.  

March 21   High Wall Quiche 

March 28   Pear & Apple Crepes 

April 4        Vol-Au-Vent and Hunter’s Sauce 

April 11      Brioche 

April 17      Omelet du Fromage 

Reservations are suggested. To reserve a brunch experience, go to  

CSOLinc.org and click on Events for reservation dates and times.  

C e l e b r a t e  t h e  We e k e n d !   Saturday Brunch, 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 

Café Musique Wine Bar Open Thursday – Saturday,  11:30 am – 4:00 pm 

 

 

C AF É  MU SI QU E  B RU N C H  E XPE R I E N C E S   

FEATURING GUEST CHEF VINCE DODSON  

Katie Muir 

Chef Vince Dodson 



Asako Kremer, a native of Tokyo, Japan moved to the U.S. in 1996 and received her Master’s 

degree from the Mannes College of Music in New York City. She received a full scholarship at 

the University of South Carolina for a graduate assistantship in orchestra performance. Asako 

has been a member of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra since 2003 and is the Assistant 

Principal Second Violin. She has performed in many orchestras and chamber ensembles in the 

southeast and is very active as a private violin teacher in Charleston.  

 Q: When did you start playing the violin? 

A: I was in first grade and my mother, who loves 
music although she didn’t play an instrument, had a 
close friend whose son was taking violin lessons. 
So, she had me start taking lessons as well. None of 
my other friends were taking music lessons and I 
never even considered music as a career … until I 
was in high school and enrolled in a private music 
conservatory. It was a life-changing experience. I 
was surrounded by motivated music students and 
for the first time, became friends with people who 
had similar interests. 

When I graduated, I had auditioned for violin 
performance and placed in Kunitachi College of 
Music in Tokyo. After college, a friend who went to 
Julliard suggested that I audition for Mannes 
School of Music and I was accepted.  

Q: You moved to New York City (which must have 
seemed like uncongested compared with Tokyo). 
What was that like for you? 

I loved living in New York City but it was tough. Not 
only didn’t I speak English well, this was the first 
time I was so far from home. I was lucky, however. 
There was a community of Japanese students, so 
others were helpful in teaching me to speak better 
English. 

My teacher, Sally Thomas was very strict and very 
picky. She took me all the way back to the 
foundations of my playing and rebuilt me from 
scratch. I learned about everything I was doing 
wrong. I can remember spending 45 minutes on a 
single scale. But even today, everything I do as a 
performer and a teacher, I learned from her.  
During the 2 years I studied with her, I practiced the 
most and improved the most in my life.  

During the summer, I went to Meadowmount 
School of Music in upstate New York. It was not 
only a great educational experience, it was where 
Damian (Kremer, Assistant Principal Cello) and I 
met. At camp, we were required to practice a 
minimum of 5 hours every day; the standard is  
world class.  

Then Damian joined the Charleston Symphony, so I 
applied and was accepted at the University of 
South Carolina in their graduate assistant program, 
so I could stay on a student visa.  

I moved to Charleston a year later and we got 
married! 

Q: Did you join the CSO immediately? 

A: No, I freelanced – any place that was within 
driving distance from Charleston. Also our older 
children were born in 2000 and 2001, so I was 
pretty busy. Then in 2003, I won the position in 
CSO. I was thrilled to be out of my car. 

Q: Here’s an awkward question – in 2010, when the 
orchestra closed, there were 2 paychecks in the 
Kremer family that stopped. What did you do? 

A: It was not easy. One of the biggest issues during 
that time was the limits placed on our travel 
because we had 3  young children and one of us 
needed to be home. But we made it through. 

Q: Lots of people have characterized the CSO as a 
close-knit family. For you, that’s literally true. 

A: I have not spent a lot of time with other 
orchestras, but in speaking with other musicians, it 
is evident that we have a unique team of people 
who respect each other. We communicate well, 
which is a function of listening closely to other 
people’s suggestions and ideas. 

Q: All 3 of your children play a string instrument. 
What would you have done if one of them wanted 
to play, say, the tuba? 

A: Actually, they did. Our oldest played clarinet, 
piano and cello, our second child played trumpet 
and violin, and our youngest plays French Horn and 
cello.   

Q: I know that you’re an avid teacher and you work 
well with student musicians (Note: Asako was 
responsible for coordinating the music played at 
the December 29 Home for the Holidays concert 
which benefited the David and Karen Stahl 
Memorial Scholarship). 

A: We do a lot of teaching – between Damian and I, 
we have at least 50 students. Inspiring young 
musicians at an early age matters to us. I’m grateful 
to the CSOL for funding me to take a certification 
class to teach the Suzuki method. And, the CSOL 
has given scholarships to 2 of our children – Erica 
and Benjamin. Our family knows how much the 
CSOL does for our community; we really appreciate 
the League and its hardworking members. 

 

 

Asako Kremer 



and Applied Arts, Parsons School of Design in New York and Paris. Hart, a native of West Virginia, had 
studios in New York City and Palm Beach, FL during her career. She was a student of Hans Hofman, 
became a founding member and first director of the original Clarksburg, WV Art Center and taught at 
Fairmont State and Salem colleges. Many of Hart’s works reside in museums’ permanent collections. 

Allyson Kirkpatrick said that she was pleased that her design literally brought tears to a visitor's eyes. 

What treasure wil l  you f ind at the DSH this year?  
 

C S O L  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  B O A R D  

Execut ive Committee  

President Lyn Magee 

Treasurer Claudia Porter 

Recording Secretary Carol Cronk 

Corresponding Secretary Kelly Denton 

VP Long Range Planning Faye Griffin 

VP Projects  Susan Leggett 

VP Membership Beth Connolly 

VP Education Caroline Thibault 

Parliamentarian Jaimie Flack 

Past President Kitty Reid 

Standing Committees  

Advocacy Mary Davis 

Audience  Development Julie Fenimore 

Bylaws Linde Mills 

Communications David Savard 

   Newsletter Jodie-Beth Galos 

Member Events Sue Ingram 

Nominating Jane Miller 

Sponsorship Lorraine Perry 

Spec ial Committees  

Car Sponsorship  Ron Schildge  

Veteran Arts Luncheon Kitty Reid, Jodie-Beth Galos 

Island Tour of Homes Becky Hilstad, Susan Leggett 

Revels Karen Kichline Ruef 

Golf Tournament John Smock 

Designer Showhouse Claudia Porter, Patti Tully 

One of the first purchases at the DSH was 
made on March 7, when Patricia Hart Galos 
visited her sister-in-law, Jodie-Beth, who was 
helping set up the SCORE pop-up shop. 
Dodging decorators who moved purposefully 
to finish their rooms, Pat was stopped in her 
tracks: The charcoal drawing over the fireplace 
in the fabulous music salon decorated by 
Allyson Kirkpatrick had been executed by her 
grandmother, Justina Hart.  

Justina Hart (1907-2011) has been recognized 
for her innovative collages and paintings. She 
was a graduate of the New York School of Fine 

WEST VIRGINIA FAMILY REUNITED AT 

T H E  C S O L  D E S I G N E R  S H OW H O U S E  

Justina Hart Patricia Hart  Galos 



Yuriy Bekker wowed a crowd of 46 attendees at a Revels event held at the beautiful home of Becky and Paul 
Hilstad on Kiawah. The sounds of Yuriy’s newly acquired Guarneri violin filled the house with sweet tones, and 
perfectly blended with piano music played by Chee-Hang See. Attendees were treated to a wonderful brunch 
of salmon, salad, asparagus, mimosas, and sweet treats catered by Charleston Gourmet Catering. It was a 
great way to spend the afternoon with friends and new acquaintances.  

REVELS: AMAZING MUSIC ACCOMPANIED BY GREAT FOOD 

Music lovers were rewarded with a lovely concert performed by 3 faculty members of the 

Brevard Music Center:  Dilshad Posnock, flute; Jason Posnock, violin, and; Jennifer Snyder 

Kozoroz, viola. It was held on January 15 in the sanctuary of the Unitarian Church. The 

concert benefitted the Reyburn Fund for students in need to finance private lessons.   

The first piece, written by Louis Jungmann, "Suite for Flute, Violin, and Viola,"  was expertly 

played and very lively. John Halvorsen's "Passacaglia" for Violin and Viola" was pure listening 

joy. Wendelin Bitzan's "Zoologischer Garten for Flute and Viola" was whimsical and 

entertaining. The final piece was Beethoven's "Serenade in D Major, Op. 25,” a magnificent way 

to end the concert.  A reception followed in Gage Hall next door.   

Many thanks to all who attended the concert on a very busy weekend and to the CSOL members 

who brought food for the reception and helped clean up. A special thanks to David Savard, who 

created the advertising.  

The CSOL made $1,000 to add to Reyburn Fund, which will make students and their parents 

very happy. If you were unable to attend the concert, you can contribute to the Reyburn Fund 

by sending a check to: CSOL Treasurer Claudia Porter, P.O. Box 22613 Charleston, SC 29413-

2613.  Please note on the check that the money is for the Reyburn private lessons fund. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR STUDENTS 

IN NEED ENHANCED BY CONCERT 



TBD Designer Showhouse Preview Party 184 Ashley Avenue 
 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

3/19 Designer Showhouse Open to the Public 184 Ashley Avenue Consult Schedule 

3/14 IPZ: Saltwater Sounds at the Aquarium SC Aquarium 10:00 am -12:00 pm 

3/14-17 CSOL Scholarship Auditions College of Charleston All Day 

3/26 Revels: Cruise and Tour of Hobcaw Barony Hobcaw Barony 8:45 am/10 am 

3/27 Coffee with the Maestro Charleston Public Library 10:00 am 

4/3 & 4 Chamber Music: All Roads Lead to Vienna Library Society 7:30 pm 

4/6 Revels: Arts Insights from Maura Hogan, 
Post and Courier Arts Critic 

DSH Garden 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm 

4/16 Prospective CSOL New Member 
Gathering 

184 Ashley Avenue 
 

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

4/16 Wine with the Maestro 184 Ashley Avenue 5:00 pm 

4/19 Designer Showhouse Closes/Volunteer 
Party 

184 Ashley Avenue 4:00 pm -- 6:00 pm 

4/22 Chamber Music in the Rotunda Gibbes Museum of Art 6:00 pm 

4/26 Revels: Focus on CSYO with Kellen Gray Sugar & Tom Slabaugh’s Home 6:00 pm 

5/3 Scholarship Winners Recital Bishop Gadsden Chapel 3:00 pm 

5/13 CSOL Luncheon & Installation of Officers Country Club of Charleston 11:30 am 

May Car Sponsorship Drawing TBD 

S AV E  T H E S E  2 0 2 0  D A T E S !   

1. Join the CSOL and volunteer. More than 250 

volunteers contribute their time and talents to the CSOL 

fundraising and music education initiatives each year.  

2. Sponsor a CSOL event or education program to 

receive valuable benefits.  

3. Invite friends to an event and invite them to join the 

CSOL.  

4. Honor a loved one with a Remembrance or Special 

Occasion gift or sponsorship.  

Know an individual or organization who might be 

interested in sponsoring an event? Contact Lorraine 

Perry at (843) 607-6511 or lorperry62@gmail.com 

If you think 
adventure is 

dangerous, try 
routine; it’s lethal. 

--Paul Coelho 

mailto:lorperry62@gmail.com

