KEYN TES
Letter from the President
There are lots of intangible benefits to being a
CSOL member. Every event where we volunteer,
every meeting and social occasion that we attend
are opportunities to not only advocate for the
Charleston Symphony, but are also great ways to
make new friends, expand our networks and have
an impact on our community. What you may not
be aware of is that there‘s also a wonderful tangible
benefit that’s available to CSOL members who are
subscribers to CSO Masterworks concerts. As a
CSOL member/CSO Masterworks subscriber, you’re
eligible to receive 2 complimentary tickets to a
Masterworks concert for the 2019-2020 season so
that you may invite potential subscribers for next
season. This is an opportunity to treat friends to a
special evening out and introduce them to our
amazing Charleston Symphony.
There are 3 more Masterworks concerts this season
(6 performances) for which you could invite guests:
“Scheherazade” on February 28 & 29,
“Mendelssohn’s Scottish Symphony” on March 27
& 28 and the season’s finale “Charleston and the
New World” which celebrates Charleston Founders
Day on April 17 & 18. The programs for the 2020-21
CSO season will be announced in late February and
those tickets will go on sale shortly thereafter, so
this is the perfect time to share great music with
friends while interesting them in becoming season
ticket holders for the CSO.
To request your complimentary tickets, simply go
to our website, csolinc.org, click on Events – Special
Offer For CSOL Members/CSO Masterworks
Subscribers and complete the request form. Once
approved at the CSO office, your complimentary
tickets will be available for pick-up at the Gaillard
Center Will Call Desk the night of the performance.
Alternatively, the tickets can be emailed to your
guests if their email address(es) are provided on the
request form. All requests must be made at least
one week in advance of the requested concert.
Continued next page
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President’s Letter continued
HELP WANTED: As an organization, we increasingly need to become digitally literate as we rely on use
of web tools, computer programs and social media to make our League jobs more efficient, broaden
our reach to the community and manage vital information about our members, prospects and our
community partners. We’re looking for volunteers who can assist us in this endeavor. We need 1)
Computer savvy individuals who are willing to learn and support SignUpGenius, Constant Contact and
Neon (our online membership database program); 2) Content contributors for our social media
platforms such as Facebook and Instagram; and 3) Other computer aficionados who can help us with
the implementation of programs, integration, security, etc. – all those digital elements we need to
support our League and its activities. If your friends and family lovingly describe you as ‘geeky’, please
let us know. Contact me at lynmagic@gmail.com to learn more about these opportunities.
MORE HELP WANTED: The CSOL is looking for grant writers to research and write grants applications
for music education scholarships. We believe that this is an untapped source of potential funding that
could financially assist our Education Committee. Previous experience in grant writing is a plus, but not
required. We have already identified some grants that need further review to determine our eligibility
and there are League members who have some experience with grant applications and can assist
others just getting started in the process. If you like doing research and are looking for an outlet to for
your writing skills, this is a great opportunity for you to help the League in a much needed way. Contact
Jennifer Metts: jmetts@slicker.com or Lyn Magee: lynmagic@gmail.com.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Showhouse!
Lyn Magee, CSOL President

WINE WITH MAESTRO APPLAUDED
The first Wine with the Maestro was a fun change up from
Coffee with the Maestro. CSOL members and friends
gathered in the Spoleto Office in the early evening of
January 9. Maestro Ken Lam talked about the music at the
Masterworks Concert that weekend. Enlightening! Especially
learning how the works being performed, both Baroque and
music composed in the 20th Century, were related to each
other in their compositional styles and idioms. It was a
special treat for Ken to bring Chee-Hang See who was
performing the Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 to the program.
Chee-Hang has been a great friend to the CSOL as a
performer and accompanist for scholarship students.
Wine with the Maestro is new this year, providing an
opportunity for CSOL members who aren’t able to come to
the Coffees because of work or other commitments to enjoy
these events. The next Wine with the Maestro will be at the
Designer Showhouse on April 16, at 5:00 pm.

Lauren Messina

Linda Greenberg

With a proven sense of
style and taste, Lauren
has worked on high end
projects and events
throughout the country
which have been featured
in various magazines.

“Wonderful homes are
beautiful inside and out
so gardens must be
inviting and vibrant.”
Linda is a southern belle
who truly loves creating
extraordinary gardens.
Caroline deVlaming

Caroline is championing
her 25th year as an
interior designer in her
beloved Lowcountry as
well as her 10th CSOL
Designer Showhouse.

Emily Wood

Emily credits her eye for
design and color to a
youth surrounded by
Charleston’s splendor as
well as her immersive
background in art history.

Bobbi Jo Engelby

Domain Interiors &
Design embodies Bobbi
Jo’s design aesthetic of
modern, comfortable
living, rich in color, texture
and pattern.

Alexandra Howard
Terry Stephenson

Terry provides a curated
collection of beautiful,
authentic design
elements to provide every
home and garden with a
distinctive and original
style.

Alexandra encapsulates
her aesthetic with 3
words: Elegant,
comfortable, timeless.
She helps clients achieve
their functional, fantasy
home.
Wendy Hoover

Wendy mixes modern
and antique pieces in a
different and charming
way. With over 25 years
of experience, her clients
relax, knowing they’re in
good hands.

Café Musique & Wine Bar

One of Charleston's wellkept secrets. Featuring
fresh, inspired flavors
created by some of
Charleston's premier
chefs along with a
selected array of wines.

Heidi Huddleston

Heidi is an award-winning
designer dedicated to
innovation and costeffective solutions for
your home. “Let's create
something Delicious!”

Alexandre Fleuren

Allyson Kirkpatrick

With numerous historic
properties to her credit,
Alexandre creates truly
exquisite spaces that are
uniquely and thoughtfully
designed for each and
every client.

“Don’t allow a room to be
an underutilized, average
space. Make a grand
statement, employ exotic
and glam elements and
create an enchanted area
for entertaining.”
T. Phillips

Latitude Design Group
looks to partner with
clients for life, amazing
and challenging them.
“The space will tell you
what it needs.”
Sandra Ericksen

“Design is creative
problem-solving; you
have to listen to what
people want for their
environment. It’s not
about imposing my taste.
That would be boring!”

Tomorrow’s heirlooms,
today; items for special
occasions, made to be
used daily. What
shopping should be: Stuff
you really want.

CSOL members need a better
way to connect names and faces,
so we’re asking you to submit a
picture or be photographed at an
event for inclusion in our online
membership directory in NEON.
To upload a picture, go to
csolinc.org. Log in to NEON,
click the first item on the drop
down menu: "Update my CSOL
Membership Profile.“ Once on
the page, click the blue
highlighted link on right side of
page that says "Upload a New
Photo.” Voila!

Beth Connolly

Or, send your photo to
kellyadenton@gmail.com, Kelly
Denton, CSOL Corresponding
Secretary. See the example of a
headshot
from
VP
of
Membership, Beth Connolly.

C r u i s e & To u r o f
H o b c aw B a ro ny
March 26: Depart 8:45 AM Charleston,
10:00 AM Georgetown, $75 pp
Step aboard the Carolina Rover in
Georgetown for a cruise to Hobcaw Barony,
overlooking beautiful Wynyah Bay. Built in
the 1930’s, Hobcaw Barony was the winter
hunting retreat for Bernard Baruch, Wall St.
financier, and visitors like Winston Churchill
and Franklin Roosevelt. A guided tour of the
property will follow. We’ll return to
Georgetown by 1:00 PM for lunch on your
own at one of Georgetown’s many excellent
restaurants. Transportation to Georgetown
will be on your own or by car pool leaving
from the Mt. Pleasant Waterfront Park.

2020-21 Slate of
CSOL Officers
The
Nominating
Committee
is
pleased to announce the slate of
officers for the 2020-2021 CSOL
Executive Board. The membership
will vote on this slate at the Coffee
with the Maestro on February 28,
2020 at 10 am at the Charleston
Public Library, Calhoun Street.
President: Lyn Magee
Recording Secretary: Carol Cronk
Corresponding Secretary: Karen
Kichline Ruef
Treasurer: Claudia Porter
VP Projects: Jane Opryszko Miller
VP Education: Donna Reyburn
VP Membership: Beth Connolly
VP Long Range Planning: Faye Griffin
Nominating Committee: Sue Ingram, Lorraine
Perry, Debbie Avinger, Peggy Cross, Dottie
Hardin, Jane Miller, Chair, Kitty Reid, Jaimie
Flack

CSOL 2019-2020 BOARD
E x e c u t iv e C o m m it t e e
President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
VP Long Range Planning
VP Projects
VP Membership
VP Education
Parliamentarian
Past President

Lyn Magee
Claudia Porter
Carol Cronk
Kelly Denton
Faye Griffin
Susan Leggett
Beth Connolly
Caroline Thibault
Jaimie Flack
Kitty Reid

S t a n din g C o m m i tte es
Advocacy
Audience Development
Bylaws
Communications
Newsletter
Member Events
Nominating

Mary Davis
Julie Fenimore
Linde Mills
David Savard
Jodie-Beth Galos
Sue Ingram
Jane Miller

Sponsorship

Lorraine Perry

S pe c i al C o m m it tee s
Car Sponsorship
Veteran Arts Luncheon
Island Tour of Homes
Revels
Golf Tournament
Designer Showhouse

Ron Schildge
Kitty Reid, Jodie-Beth Galos
Becky Hilstad, Susan Leggett
Karen Kichline Ruef
John Smock
Claudia Porter, Patti Tully

Good Morning All,
While waiting at the car wash yesterday, I struck up
a conversation with a stranger -- woman from
Connecticut who lives here January thru May. I
asked her if she was interested in home décor and
got an enthusiastic YES! answer. So I launched into
telling her about the DSH. Another local person,
who I also knew, overheard and joined the
conversation, telling our new acquaintance about
the great things to be purchased in SCORE. Based
upon that conversation, I’ll bet money that she’ll be
one more visitor to the DSH who will help us meet
our fundraising goals.
Point of this story -- how can we each do one-onone promotion for DSH? My personal goal is to tell
at least 5 people per day. It may be in an email, a
face-to-face encounter, in a meeting, with a group
at church, or when I mail rack cards to out-of-town
friends. Friends and strangers – they all need to
know.
Also, let’s think of places where we can place rack
cards. Two businesses (a makeup studio and my
dentist) have agreed to let me leave rack cards in
prominent places for their customers/patients.
In other words, let’s do what we all naturally do:
Talk up a blue streak!
Faye Griffin

WHERE
ARE THEY
NOW?
Updates from
CSOL Scholarship
Winners: Ellie Jos
Ellie Jos, crediting her many teachers and the CSOL
for her accomplishments, provided us with an update.
She left Charleston to attend the University of North
Carolina School of the Arts and graduated with a BA in
violin performance. While taking the standard music
and academic classes, Ellie played with regular and
opera orchestras and studied chamber music.
Ellie then moved to Minneapolis to attend the
University of Minnesota, where she studied violin
performance and became certified in the Suzuki
Program. When she returned to Charleston, she
immediately created a private studio at Hungry Monk
Music and expanded to teach on James Island and in
Summerville. Ellie holds a tenured position in the
South Carolina Philharmonic in Columbia and
substitutes with the Long Bay Symphony in Myrtle
Beach. Free time finds her playing bluegrass, rock and
roll, country, Irish and American music in Charleston
bands.

CSOL Scholarship Recipients Return to
C h a r l e s t o n f o r T h e S p o l e t o Fe s t i va l U S A
It's always a pleasure to hear how our former scholarship winners are doing, but it's even more exciting
when we can see and hear them in person. At this year's Spoleto Festival, we can do just that. The May
30 performance of "The Planets" at The Charleston Gaillard Center will feature Jonathon Heyward as
conductor and Micah McLaurin as piano soloist.
The concert will feature the "Rhapsodic Overture" by Edmund
Thornton Jenkins, the son of the founder of the Jenkins Orphanage, as a
nod to the 350th anniversary of Charleston's founding. Micah will be
featured in the virtuosic List Piano Concerto #1. The evening will conclude
with Gustav Holst's blockbuster "The Planets."
Jonathon has been in contact with us and is extremely excited to be
returning home for his first professional engagement in Charleston. He
was recently named the Chief Conductor Designate of the
Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie beginning in January 2021. Micah is a
Gilmore Young Artist recipient and has been featured with the CSO.
These two young men received CSOL scholarships for years. You'll want
to see them as they return to their native Charleston to reward your years
of support toward their musical achievements. You can purchase tickets
for this exciting concert and other wonderful events at
www.spoletousa.org.

SCORE MAKES NEW FRIENDS
BUT KEEPS THE OLD
To ensure that SCORE a unique shopping destination
while making money for the Symphony, there’s always
a need to source new consignors with “You’re Not
Gonna See This Everywhere Else” merchandise to mix
with those who are tried and true.
Examples from some of our new players?
Laura Reed of Marguerite and
Motte transforms oyster shells
gilded in 23 carat gold into
wearable art -- necklaces and
earrings that are naturally one
of a kind and very, very
special.
Suzanne Leonard, a
fluid acrylic artist,
makes ethereal trays
that will enhance
every décor and any
party. Your biggest
decision
will
be
deciding which one(s)
to purchase.
Saila
Milja-Smyly’s
of
Earthenly’s very charming
ceramics will delight anyone
who enjoys whimsical and
unusual table top items –
vases, mugs, swimming fish
and birds in flight.
Make new friends but keep
the old. When you think of
consignors who have been
part of the Showhouse since
the beginning of time, it’s
the purses, scarves, tops and
last year, the statement
jewelry sold by Karen
Innella in Karen’s Kollection
(this year, in a great space on
the 3rd floor of the house).
Every year, Karen sources
new accessories that are easy
on the eyes and the wallet.

This year?
Karen
won’t
disappoint
with
jackets
from a new
vendor.
And then there’s Cathy Tucker of Angel Rings and
Things, who makes beaded utensils. This will be
Cathy’s 7th year at the
DSH – and she’s invited
back not only because
her work is lovely and
functional, but also
because the moment
customers spy Cathy’s
utensils, you hear, “Oh, that’s my pattern – and I
don’t have that piece!” Cathy makes SCORE a
unique shopping destination and makes money for
the Symphony.

So, what’s in store this year? Come shop – or
better yet, get an inside track on new arrivals
by volunteering as a salesperson in SCORE.
Go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094badaa
23abff2-score1

REVELS: Sold Out
Gullah Tour
At our January
Revels, a Gullah
Tour of Charleston,
Alphonso Brown
regaled
participants with
stories of Gullah
history and
language. The tour introduced us to places we
never viewed from an African-American
perspective and concluded with a delicious
lunch at Rue de Jean.
Everyone loved
receiving a copy of Brown's book, which he
graciously autographed.

BARE BOARDS PARTY SHOWCASES FABULOUS DESIGNER SHOWHOUSE
If you missed the Bare Boards Party at 184 Ashley Avenue on January 19, you missed out on great food
(The Meatballs. OMG), drink and fellowship, as well as the opportunity to see the 43rd Annual Designer
Showhouse in the raw -- before it’s transformed by 13 talented designers, a SCORE pop-up shop and a
re-conceptualized garden café. One party goer was overheard saying, "I am so excited about this house;
it just has good vibes and the garden has amazing potential." So stay tuned - the Bare Boards Party was
just the beginning of great things to come! (Did we mention – an auspicious start to a remarkable
fundraising event?!?).

Nothing in the world
makes people so
afraid as the
influence of
independent-minded
people.
-- Albert Einstein

1. Join the CSOL and volunteer. More than 250
volunteers contribute their time and talents to the CSOL
fundraising and music education initiatives each year.
2. Sponsor a CSOL event or education program to
receive valuable benefits.
3. Invite friends to an event and invite them to join the
CSOL.
4. Honor a loved one with a Remembrance or Special
Occasion gift or sponsorship.
Know an individual or organization who might be
interested in sponsoring an event? Contact Lorraine
Perry at (843) 607-6511 or lorperry62@gmail.com

S AV E T H E S E 2 0 2 0 D A T E S !
2/16

Revels: Celebrate Yuriy’s New Arrival

Becky & Paul Hilstad’s Home

12:30 pm – 3:00
pm

2/28

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

3/18

Designer Showhouse Preview Party

184 Ashley Avenue

6:00 pm -- 9:00 pm

3/19

Designer Showhouse Open to the Public

184 Ashley Avenue

See Schedule

3/14

IPZ: Saltwater Sounds at the Aquarium

SC Aquarium

10:00 am -12:00
pm

3/14-17

CSOL Scholarship Auditions

College of Charleston

All Day

3/26

Revels: Cruise and Tour of Hobcaw
Barony

Hobcaw Barony

8:45 am/10 am

3/27

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

4/3 & 4

Chamber Music: All Roads Lead to
Vienna

Library Society

7:30 pm

4/6

Revels: Arts Insights from Maura Hogan,
Post and Courier Arts Critic

DSH Garden

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

4/16

Wine with the Maestro

The DSH Garden, 184 Ashley
Avenue

5:00 pm

4/19

Designer Showhouse Closes/Volunteer
Party

184 Ashley Avenue

4:00 pm -- 6:00 pm

4/22

Chamber Music in the Rotunda

Gibbes Museum of Art

6:00 pm

4/26

Revels: Focus on CSYO with Kellen Gray

Sugar & Tom Slabaugh’s
Home

6:00 pm

5/3

Scholarship Winners Recital

Bishop Gadsden Chapel

3:00 pm

5/13

CSOL Luncheon & Installation of Officers

Country Club of Charleston

11:30 am

May

Car Sponsorship Drawing

TBD

