KEYN TES
Letter from the President
Happy New Year! Hope you enjoyed a happy
and peaceful holiday season and are looking
forward, as I am, to an exciting and fun decade.
There’s a lot going on as we begin 2020. BIG
NEWS: We’ve entered into an agreement on a
property for our annual Designer Showhouse
and it’s a beauty -- a Bed and Breakfast venue in
the MUSC district, undergoing a major
renovation. Owner/Innkeeper Ana Rincon is very
excited to partner with the CSOL on this year’s
DSH venture. As we line up our designers and
begin to plan design spaces in this home, we
too are looking forward to a beautiful
Showhouse, SCORE pop-up shop and garden
café. Look for more details in this Keynotes.
And don’t forget to make your reservation for
our traditional Bare Boards Party, scheduled for
Sunday, January 19th – see the csolinc.org
website for the details and ticket purchase info.
There are some organizational activities that are
scheduled every year around this time and
these will occur during the next month. Our
Bylaws Committee has proposed some
policy/procedural changes and you can review
them in this Keynotes. The Nominating
Committee is completing a slate of officer
candidates for the 2020-2021 CSOL fiscal year
and this slate will be emailed to you later this
month. Bylaws changes will be voted on at our
February 7th General Meeting/Coffee and new
officers will be voted on at our February 28th
General Meeting/Coffee. Please plan to attend
these meetings to vote on these items and of
course, to visit with Maestro Ken Lam to hear
what wonderful music the CSO has in store for
us. Ken frequently brings guest artists to the
General Meetings and their talks are always
entertaining and educational.
Finally, I want to highlight the effort that’s been
going on with our CSOL Sponsorship program.
Our Sponsorship Chair, Lorraine Perry, has been
running this program largely on her own over
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the last several years and has been very successful in engaging local businesses in providing financial
support for the CSOL. Recently, the Sponsorship Committee added new members and is working on an
expanded and detailed professional program to encourage local businesses to support our CSOL vision.
The details of that program will be available for you to see shortly. There is something in this sponsorship program that
enables each of us to pursue with our networks of personal contacts: Doctors, dentists, auto mechanics and salon
professionals. While asking for money to support our CSOL cause may not be the easiest thing for us to do (asking for
money CAN be intimidating even for the stoutest of hearts!), a simple call, letter or email to the service providers that
we patronize regularly to ask for their financial support for the CSOL often produces amazing results. Believe it or not,
our service providers are often flattered to be asked for their support, especially when the request is for a modest
sponsorship amount and where the name of their business is prominently displayed on CSOL posters, programs and
website. Just imagine: If each of us were to generate $500 in sponsorships from our personal service providers through
simple requests, we could collectively give an additional $130,000 for the CSO and our CSOL scholarship programs.
That’s an astounding amount of money for a modest effort and really highlights how each of us can do our part to help
support the CSOL. Stay tuned – in upcoming months we’ll provide you with some sample letters/emails and guidance
that can help you become a virtual member of the CSOL Sponsorship Committee.
As always, thank you for your support of the CSOL and for all your efforts – Happy New Year and New Decade.

Lyn Magee, CSOL President

43rd ANNUAL CSOL
DESIGNER SHOWHOUSE
ANNOUNCED
The historic Fitch-Rivers House will be featured as
the 43rd annual CSOL Symphony Designer
Showhouse. Opening March 19, 2020 the house will
display 3 levels of exquisite spaces presented by local
interior designers. All proceeds benefit the Charleston
Symphony and fund CSOL Music Scholarships.
The Queen Anne Victorian home at 184 Ashley
Avenue has been a traditional bed and breakfast since
the 1980's. Now re-branded as the Bee & Blossom, it
will continue to operate as a B&B, and will also be
available occasionally as a whole house rental for
wedding parties and other groups. Ana Rincon, the
current owner, says, "I am thrilled and grateful to
have
these
wonderfully
talented
designers
contributing to the vision of the Bee & Blossom. I'm
also gratified that the effort benefits the CSOL, which
is such an important piece of Charleston's cultural
landscape. It's truly a win-win for everyone.’’
The CSOL Symphony Designer Showhouse ribboncutting ceremony will be held at 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, March 18 prior to the black-tie optional
Preview Party. Music by the Charleston Symphony
Brass Ensemble begins at 5:45 pm.
The Showhouse will be open daily starting Thursday,
March 19, 2020 (closed Easter Sunday).

Our designers have amassed a selection of exquisite
furnishings, most of which are for sale. In addition,
the Showhouse features our immensely popular
SCORE Pop-Up Shop, featuring an exclusive
selection of specially curated items which are also
for sale. House and SCORE hours are 10:00 am to
4:00 pm Monday through Saturday and 1:00 pm to
4:00 pm on Sunday. Lunch is available in Café
Musique Monday through Saturday. Be sure to
check our website for details on special events at
SCORE and the Café throughout the month.
Consider purchasing a $500 sponsorship that
includes tickets to the Bare Boards Party, the
Preview Party and unlimited visits to the house.
Advance tickets are available online through March
18, 2020 for $25 each at www.csolinc.org. Tickets at
the door will be available beginning March 19, 2020
for $30 each. Tickets include access to all rooms.
SCORE and the Café don’t require a ticket. Children
10 and older are admitted with a ticket when
accompanied by an adult. Tickets to the March 18
Preview Party will be available online.
For more information on the CSOL Symphony
Designer Showhouse and for announcements of
special events such as trunk shows and
presentations, visit www.csolinc.org.

BY L AW S PROPOS ED F OR
M EM BERS H IP APPROVAL
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the CSOL, the following
amended Bylaws will be submitted to the Membership for a
vote upon their adoption. Such vote will take place on
February 7, 2020 during the Coffee with the Maestro. A
quorum of 10 percent (10%) of the Membership is required.

Article VIII, Section 2, paragraph a. Election, Qualifications and Terms of Officers. The
Nominating Committee shall meet and submit a slate of officer candidates, including the
President-Elect, to the Board of Directors no later than the February Board meeting.

Article VIII, Section 3, paragraph b. Vacancies. In the event the President is unable to serve for
the remainder of his or her term, the Nominating Committee shall propose a qualified member
of the Executive Committee to serve as President-Elect, and such successor shall be elected by
the Board of Directors at the next regular (or called) meeting to fill the President’s unexpired
term. If this person is unable to fulfill the position of President, the Nominating Committee
shall propose a qualified successor President from among the members who have served on the
Board of Directors.
Article VIII, Section 7. Vice President of Projects. The Vice President of Projects shall
coordinate the various fundraising activities and the committees that relate to them. This will
include an advisory and resource role on those committees. In addition, the Vice President of
Projects will ensure that there is a protocol in place for reviewing the success of each
fundraising event and that such protocol is implemented. Success will be defined as including
dollars raised and degree of member engagement created vis a vis manpower and other
resources required.
Article VIII, Section 11. Corresponding Secretary. The Corresponding Secretary shall have the
overall responsibility for the correspondence pertaining to the Corporation and for electronic
communication via tools such as Constant Contact, Sign-up Genius, and Evites, all as directed
by the President or Board of Directors.
Article IX. COMMITTEES. Each Committee Chairman shall designate one member of the
committee to be the Vice-Chair.
Article IX. Section 1, paragraph h. Systems Committee. The Systems Committee will be led by
a Systems Manager who will be responsible for the implementation and oversight of systems
(e.g., NEON) and tools (e.g., Sign-up Genius) used by the CSOL to execute its responsibilities.
This includes troubleshooting, training users, monitoring usage and periodically reviewing new
or alternative systems.
Article IX, Section 1, paragraph f. Nominating Committee. Each year the Nominating
Committee may designate a member of the Executive Committee to serve as President-Elect
who will be the successor to the President. If this individual is unable to fill the position of
President, the Nominating Committee may designate a qualified member who has served on the
Board of Directors to serve as President.

C e l e b ra t e Yu r i y ’ s
New Arrival!
February 16, 12:30 – 3:00 pm , $80 pp

SCORE will be open for business at the 43rd
annual Symphony Designer Showhouse,
starting March 18 at the Preview Party .

Come celebrate Principal Pops Conductor
Yuriy Bekker’s recent acquisition – a
Guarneri violin. The Guarneri violin was
made by Andrea Guarneri in 1638 and is
one of his finest examples. It was owned
earlier by the Concertmaster of the
Metropolitan Opera and is called the exFranz Degen. It was purchased for Yuriy by a
generous, anonymous donor in Charleston.
Yuriy plans to play works by Bach, Mozart,
Franck and Kreisler and will be accompanied
by Chee-Hang See on piano.
No baby food served: Enjoy a champagne
brunch at the Hilstad’s home overlooking
the Kiawah River.
WAAA!
WAAA!

CSOL 2019-2020 BOARD
E x e c u t iv e C o m mit t e e
President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
VP Long Range Planning
VP Projects
VP Membership
VP Education
Parliamentarian
Past President

Lyn Magee
Claudia Porter
Carol Cronk
Kelly Denton
Faye Griffin
Susan Leggett
Beth Connolly
Caroline Thibault
Jaimie Flack
Kitty Reid

S t a n din g C o m m i tte es
Advocacy
Audience Development
Bylaws
Communications
Newsletter
Member Events
Nominating

Mary Davis
Julie Fenimore
Linde Mills
David Savard
Jodie-Beth Galos
Sue Ingram
Jane Miller

Sponsorship

Lorraine Perry

S pe c i al C o m m it tee s
Car Sponsorship
Veteran Arts Luncheon
Island Tour of Homes
Revels
Designer Showhouse

Ron Schildge
Kitty Reid, Jodie-Beth Galos
Becky Hilstad, Susan Leggett
Karen Kichline Ruef
Claudia Porter, Patti Tully

Huh. Story of my life.

There Are MANY
Wa y s Yo u C a n
Support The
CSOL In 2020!
Become An
Insider!
1. Join and become a volunteer.
More than 250 of volunteers
contribute their time and talents
to the CSOL each year.
2. Sponsor a CSOL event or
education program to receive
valuable benefits.
3. Invite friends to an event and
invite them to join the CSOL.
4. Honor a loved one with a
Remembrance or Special
Occasion gift or sponsorship.
Know an individual or
organization who might be
interested in sponsoring an
event? Contact Lorraine Perry at
(843) 607-6511 or
lorperry62@gmail.com

Carpool with Kelly Denton and Mary
Davis on a road trip to Columbia on
Thursday, February 13 to attend one
day of the Arts Advocacy Week.
They plan to leave Charleston early
on Thursday to arrive in time for
breakfast with others across the state
at 7:45 and then make office visits to
legislators followed by a State House
Rally. The cost is $40.00. Go online
to register with SC Arts Alliance
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/south-carolina-arts-summit-2020tickets-82226143609. Call Kelly (404.314.7630) or Mary
(843.830.1504) if you’re interested in carpooling.

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW? CSOL
SCHOLARSHIP
WINNER
Alexander “Zippy” Hood is a past CSOL scholarship recipient
who now shares her talents locally. She teaches music at First
Baptist Church School and is also building a new band
program while leading the chorus.
Canadian by birth, Zippy moved from Toronto at a young age.
She earned degrees in both oboe performance and music
education at the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins
University and obtained a Masters Degree in Music Education
at the University of Maryland. Before moving to Charleston 2
years ago, she taught music in Maryland for 7 years,
overseeing 700 students in her programs.
As a skilled oboist, Zippy regularly plays with the CSO and
served as a judge for CSOL auditions in 2018. She and her
husband have tour guide licenses and run a woodworking and
décor business. In her free time, Zippy works in the St. Philips
Church Music Ministry, teaching second and third grade choir
members and directing choral workshops for those in fourth
through twelfth grade.

Café Musique has been a CSOL Designer
Showhouse tradition for 37 years. Keynotes
interviewed Carol Cronk, the 2020 Café Chair to
learn more about her plans.
Q: How did the Café start?
A: The Designer Showhouse has been a
significant fundraiser for the CSOL since 1978.
Martha Ulmer and Brenda Jonsson, the Chairs of
the 5th DSH, envisoned a place where visitors
could relax and enjoy lunch as part of their tour.
A Tea Room was created with lunch provided by
Evangline Restaurant, with dessert and coffee by
Gandolf’s of Charleston. The inaugural tea room
has evolved into Café Musique over time.
Q: Evolved?
Lunch in the first Tea Room was served on the
piazza. In recent years, the Café has been located
under a tent set up in the back of the property.
But the real evolution is the food. One of the
challenges is to create a menu that reflects
current food
sensibilities. For example,
sustainability has become a focus. Amanda
Culver Wynns, the 2019 Café Chair addressed
this by developing a recycling and composting
program for the Café. In 2020, we’re looking at
ways to extend Café hours and create a wine bar
with hearty snacks.
Q: Give us some hints about the menu.

A: Our menu will reflect guests’ desire for high
quality, fresh foods. But we won’t ignore
perennial favorites -- salmon over greens,
gazpacho and chicken salad but -- just maybe -with some unexpected flavor twists. Beyond that,
we’re exploring other options to give the Café a
new look and feel. Think Food Trucks, Mimosa
Brunches, Wine or Coffee Tastings. Stay tuned.
Q: What’s next?
A: We’re looking for volunteers to work on the
Café Committee. It’s a fun, hands-on project
where all ideas are welcome.

For more information, contact Carol Cronk at
952-270-8324 or carolcronk1@comcast.net.

Scholarship
Recipient
Yo u n g Ar t s
Foundation
Finalist
Caleb Borick, a 16-year-old Charleston resident,
was named a 2020 finalist in classical music by
the National YoungArts Foundation. Borick, a
pianist, is one of 21 student finalists in his
category, and one of 686 teenage finalists in
multiple disciplines from across the nation.
Borick will receive a cash prize of up to $10,000
and will participate in National YoungArts Week
(Jan. 4-12), the organization’s program in which
participants attend master classes and
workshops, and receive mentoring from
established artists.
On Jan. 9, Borick will perform in a classical
music concert at the New World Center in Miami.
Borick now can be nominated by the foundation
to become a U.S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts,
an honor bestowed on 20 high school seniors.
Borick also is eligible to participate in one of the
organization’s regional programs, in Miami, Los
Angeles or New York.
The young pianist has excelled at several
competitions, appeared on NPR’s “From the
Top” show, attended Music Fest Perugia in Italy,
and performed with the Charleston Symphony
Orchestra. To learn more, go to:
https://www.postandcourier.com/features/arts_an
d_travel/pianist-caleb-borick-named-youngartsfoundation-finalist/article_5d3540b0-2b3d-11eab030-d79cb7e578f9.html

Classical Music from the Mountains
Presented by 3 faculty members of the
Brevard Music Center
Saturday, February 15 at 3:00 pm
The Unitarian Church, 8 Archdale Street
Reception to follow at Gage Hall
Cost: Adults $30, Students 13+ $5.00
All proceeds benefit the Reyburn Fund
for Private Lessons for Students in Need

in the CSYO/CSYS
Buy tickets online at csolinc.org; cash,
credit, check at the door

IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RUN A SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER
It began in the fall when the CSOL Education Committee suggested scheduling a David and Karen Stahl
Memorial fundraiser (held on December 29 – advance planning!)
No budget? No problem – do it by donation. Start with 20 sponsors: Ann Birdseye, Barbara Chapman, Mary
Davis, Julie Fenimore, Jodie-Beth Galos, Jackie Gawthrop, Patricia Hanneman, Becky Hilstad, Sue Ingram,
Fumiko Komiya (from Japan and the mother of Asako Kremer), Susan Leggett, Linda Manning, Lorraine Perry,
Kitty Reid, Donna Reyburn, Cathy Rosenblum, David Savard, Caroline Thibault, Patti Tully, and Karen
Abrams.
Select the musicians -- a daunting task since so many students were exceptionally good at the 2019 scholarship
auditions. Start with the top scorers: Caleb Borick, piano, Emma Joyce, violin, Reed Kurtz, piano, Marshall
McArthur, viola. Add Home for the Holiday scholarship musicians: Benjamin Kremer, violin, Erica Kremer,
cello, Eliza Turner, voice, and Elliott Weeks, violin.
Now the program: Ask Asako and Damian Kremer and Jan-Marie Joyce of the CSO, all CSOL scholarship
winners and parents of selected musicians, for their help. (They selected the music, set up rehearsals, agreed to
play at the event, provided moral support and pressed Tom Joyce into being stage manager).
The venue: Donna Reyburn suggested her church, the Unitarian Church on Archdale Street -- a beautiful, old
gothic church, great acoustics, lots of seats and the Gage Hall for the reception. Food was donated by many –
with special thanks to Sandra Gordon, Jackie and Sam Gawthrop and Jackie Cunningham.
Publicity! Turn to David Savard, Kelly Denton, Jennifer Metts and Allegra Printing who published the programs
without charge. Decorations: Hand it to Barbara Pace who ferried the poinsettias through the rain. Photography
by Bob Hill, who captured it all.
DID WE MENTION THE RAIN? Thanks to the greeters and ushers (who dealt with W E T umbrellas):
Caroline Thibault, Claudia Porter, Joy Morris, Ann Birdseye and Karen Ruef.
And ultimately, the audience. Without your support and warmth toward the musicians and their families, the
event wouldn’t have succeeded. Goal met: Replenishing the David and Karen Stahl Memorial Scholarship Fund
and publicizing the CSOL’s mission of providing major financial support for the Charleston Symphony, investing
in talented musicians of all ages and advocating music appreciation throughout the Charleston community.

The CSOL thanks Julie
Fenimore for her
inspired leadership

Zachary Hammond is principal oboe of the CSO and as a soloist, performed the world
premiere of an oboe concerto written for him by Yiorgos Vassilandonakis in 2019. Also in
2019, he joined the Colorado Music Festival as assistant principal oboe and English horn.
Prior to coming to Charleston, Zac performed with many orchestras, including the
Minnesota Orchestra, the Charlotte Symphony, the New World Symphony and the Hilton
Head Symphony Orchestra. He has recorded with the National Arts Centre Orchestra,
performs with Chamber Music Charleston and participates in summer festivals.
Aside from performing, Zac is an in-demand oboe teacher. He is the adjunct professor of oboe at the College of Charleston.
He teaches oboists at the Charleston County School of the Arts and maintains a large studio of local oboe students.

Q: Are you a musician or a whittler?
A: Yes. One of the biggest challenges of playing
the oboe is producing a good supply of reeds. I try
to always have at least a few reeds that are 90%
done because I’ve learned on the night of a
performance, you can look at a reed that the day
before sounded great, only to realize, “Uh oh. Not
going to cut it.” (No pun intended). So I live in sort
of a conveyer belt of reeds at all times. But, the skill
is also useful when sharpening pencils.
Q: How did you start playing the oboe?
A: My friends were in the band, I wanted to join and
I decided to find the weirdest instrument possible.
My family is totally sports-focused, so I channeled
that competitive drive -- just in a different direction.
I remember talking to my Dad about becoming a
professional musician. I reminded him that I’m a
good combination of stubborn and practical and
although it was a risky career move, I can and
would do whatever it takes to make it.
After graduating from high school, I went to the
Eastman School of Music. I attribute getting
accepted to 2 things: my performance at the
audition and a strange coincidence that happened
the day before. I audited the class taught by the
professor who I hoped would become my teacher.
He asked his class a totally obscure question about
Bach. No one knew the answer except me …
because I had just been told that factoid by my
teacher at home. I raised my hand and answered.
Much later on, when I asked that college professor
why he selected me, he said, “You seemed smart
so I decided to take a chance on you.”
By my junior year in college, I was a frequent
substitute musician with professional groups,
including the Rochester Philharmonic and the
Syracuse Symphony. Some substitute work I did
with Symphoria (the former Syracuse Symphony)
resulted in being offered a contract with them, so I
juggled finishing my senior year at Eastman and
playing full time with an orchestra. After I
graduated, I continued to play with them full time.

The next year, I auditioned with the Charleston
Symphony and joined during the 2014/15 season. It
was an easy transition for me because the CSO has
created an extremely supportive and strong
organization, possibly as a result of having gone
through hard times (which is something Syracuse
also dealt with). The CSO is an orchestra that’s truly
invested in the product. We aren’t the people who
play and go home. And, we’re not just passing
through until we move to the next opportunity.
We’re focused on what’s important: Making music
as a community. I’m not advocating that financial
hardship is great but I can see the great impact it’s
had on this group of people.
Q: You teach – a lot.
A: I get lots of emails from desperate band
directors, asking for help keeping the few oboists
they have engaged. I enjoy the process of seeing
what makes each kid tick so that I can keep them
interested in what is unquestionably a pain-in-the____ instrument.
Sometimes, I wonder, “What am I prepping these
kids for?” There are fewer and fewer professional
jobs out there. But even if you’re not going to play
an instrument professionally, taking lessons,
practicing, playing with a group, builds character. It
teaches you how to set goals, take criticism, accept
feedback and work collaboratively. That translates
into something far beyond playing oboe.
Q: Have you had much contact with the League?
A: Early on, the CSOL provided me with an
opportunity to meet a reed-maker in Arkansas who
is expert in the use of a gouging machine. I’d
bought the machine – they’re very expensive and a
crucial part of reed-making and I had only the
barest idea of how to make it work. The difference
to me of learning from someone who knew what he
was doing was beyond helpful.
And, at the risk of sounding like all I think about is
food, on the days when we know the CSOL has
prepared lunch for us, all I can think about is food.
Thank you for supporting us, soul and stomach.

S AV E T H E S E 2 0 2 0 D A T E S !
1/15

Revels: Gullah Tour of Charleston

Meet at CHS Visitor’s Center

10:00 am – 12:00
pm

1/18

IPZ: Saltwater Sounds at the Aquarium

SC Aquarium

10:00 am -12:00
pm

1/19

Designer Showhouse Bare Boards Party

184 Ashley Avenue

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm

2/9

IPZ: Saltwater Sounds at the Aquarium

SC Aquarium

10:00 am --12:00
pm

2/7

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

2/16

Revels: Celebrate Yuriy’s New Arrival

Becky & Paul Hilstad’s Home

12:30 pm – 3:00
pm

2/28

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

3/18

Designer Showhouse Preview Party

184 Ashley Avenue

6:00 pm -- 9:00 pm

3/19

Designer Showhouse Open to the Public

184 Ashley Avenue

See Schedule

3/14

IPZ: Saltwater Sounds at the Aquarium

SC Aquarium

10:00 am -12:00
pm

3/14-17

CSOL Scholarship Auditions

College of Charleston

All Day

3/26

Revels: Cruise and Tour of Hobcaw
Barony

Hobcaw Barony

8:45 am/10 am

3/27

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

4/3 & 4

Chamber Music: All Roads Lead to
Vienna

Library Society

7:30 pm

4/6

Revels: Arts Insights from Maura Hogan,
Post and Courier Arts Critic

DSH Garden

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

4/16

Wine with the Maestro

The DSH Garden, 184 Ashley
Avenue

5:00 pm

4/19

Designer Showhouse Closes/Volunteer
Party

184 Ashley Avenue

4:00 pm -- 6:00 pm

4/22

Chamber Music in the Rotunda

Gibbes Museum of Art

6:00 pm

4/26

Revels: Focus on CSYO with Kellen Gray

Sugar & Tom Slabaugh’s
Home

6:00 pm

4/27

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston Public Library

10:00 am

5/3

Scholarship Winners Recital

Bishop Gadsden Chapel

3:00 pm

5/13

CSOL Luncheon & Installation of Officers

Country Club of Charleston

11:30 am

May

Car Sponsorship Drawing

TBD

