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Dear Friends:
Hope y’all have been enjoying your summer and found some respite from the infamous Charleston heat and
humidity. Before we know it, it will be fall and the CSOL will be in high gear with this year’s projects and events.
Our Fall Tea is planned for Wednesday, September 11th. You’ll receive an eblast shortly with the time and location.
Catch up with CSOL friends and meet and welcome some of our newest members. The Tea is open to the League and
to prospective members and others who may want to find out what the CSOL is all about. Please invite friends and
colleagues to this CSOL kick-off event – we’d love to meet them.
Our first major fundraiser of the year, A Salute to Veterans, is scheduled for Thursday, October 17, 2019. Our
luncheon will feature Mary Whyte, internationally renowned watercolorist, Yuriy Bekker and members of the
Charleston Symphony. If you can’t attend this wonderful event, consider donating to support the Charleston
Symphony and CSOL Music Scholarships or to sponsor a musician to attend the event. See the next page for more
information.
Mark November 2nd on your calendar for the CSOL’s annual Island Tour of Homes. Some of the most stunning homes
on Kiawah Island will be featured this year. We need many docents for the homes, members to sell advertising space
for the tour program, cooks and bakers to prepare sweet and savory treats for our visitors, and hearty souls to help
with the parking. The Charleston Symphony will perform at 5:00 pm at The Sanctuary Resort on Kiawah; this is a
free concert and all Island Tour volunteers are invited to attend. Watch for more details in future issues of Keynotes,
in eblasts and on the csolinc.org website.
The opening Masterworks concerts, Mozart in the Lowcountry, are on the weekend of September 27-28. The first POPS
concert, Music of the Movies, is scheduled for October 12th. You won’t want to miss these exciting first events for
Charleston Symphony’s 2019-2020 season.
We have a fabulous year ahead of us. The ideas and energy of our members, old and new, are absolutely inspiring. We
appreciate each and every one of you and your volunteer service – you help keep the music playing in Charleston.
Looking forward to seeing you all in September!
Lyn Magee, CSOL President

SALUTE TO VETERANS LUNCHEON TICKETS ON SALE NOW
“I was looking through the Symphony’s 2019-20
season booklet, and I saw the picture of Mary
[Whyte],” Jodie-Beth Galos, Veterans Salute
Luncheon Co-Chair explained. “I’ve heard her speak
– she’s not only a wonderful artist, she’s a great story
teller – and thought, ‘Why don’t we invite her to the
CSOL fall gala as our featured speaker?’” Kitty Reid,
Luncheon Co-Chair added, “And, let’s do a luncheon
instead of a dinner and offer gentler-pricing!”
You know how this plays out … but if you don’t …
CSOL is hosting a gala, patriotic arts luncheon
featuring internationally-renowned watercolorist
Mary Whyte and members of the Charleston
Symphony, led by Concertmaster and Principal Pops
Conductor Yuriy Bekker, at the Charleston Marriott
on Lockwood Blvd (free, onsite parking!) on
Thursday, October 17. Seating begins at 11:00 am.
Mary will share inspirational stories from the veterans
whose portraits she painted, one from each of the 50
States, which comprise her new book, WE THE
PEOPLE: Portraits of Veterans in America. Music by
members of the Charleston Symphony will highlight
the emotion of those stories, and Mary will reflect on
the life lessons she learned during her 7-year
creative process. Special guest, Angela Mack,
Executive Director and Chief Curator of The Gibbes
Museum of Art will introduce Mary and the program.
Tickets are priced from $100 to $225, with various
benefits available at each level. Portions of each
ticket are tax-deductible.

The Where Art Our Veterans luncheon coincides
with a series of events surrounding the launch of
Mary’s book, copies of which will be available for
sale and may be autographed at the event. The
following weekend, the Charleston Symphony will
feature all 50 veterans’ portraits during the Pictures
at an Exhibition Masterworks concerts on October
25 and 26 at the Gaillard Center, where Mayor
John Tecklenberg will narrate Aaron Copland’s A
Lincoln Portrait. The concerts are part of the grand
opening of the art exhibition of the 50 portraits at
the City Waterfront Gallery. Attending the luncheon
will enhance your appreciation of the performance
by our Charleston Symphony led by Ken Lam, and
the art exhibition.
We invite you to be a part of what promises to be a
moving experience. Proceeds of the event benefit
the Charleston Symphony and CSOL Music
Scholarships. For more information and to purchase
tickets to the Where Art Our Veterans luncheon,
visit www.csolinc.org. To purchase tickets for the
Pictures at an Exhibition Masterworks concerts, visit
www.charlestonsymphony.org. To learn more about
Mary’s book, paintings and opening weekend
activities, visit www.patriotartfoundation.org. For
luncheon sponsorships, please contact Jodie-Beth
Galos at 914.475.1276 or jodie-beth@jbgalos.com.
Reserve early. Seating is limited! We look forward
to seeing you Thursday, October 17.

Summer Study Scholarships expand not only the students’ opportunities but ours, as audiences, as well.
Lindy Turner, a rising freshman at Charleston County’s School of the Arts presents a perfect example. For
several years, the CSOL has awarded Lindy a scholarship that has allowed her to continue training in
singing, acting and dancing, all of which she started at the age of 3. This summer, Lindy competed in
Atlanta at the national Junior Theatre Festival, the largest celebration of musical theatre for young people.
She won a week in Manhattan, filming choreography for Musical Theatre International and Disney
publications. Our benefit? Look for Lindy in the Musical Theatre production of “Frozen” at the Queen
Street Playhouse this fall.
Also appearing on local stages is Karin McQuade, a SOA graduate who received a CSOL college scholarship
in 2013. Karin performs traditional Irish music with Na Fidleiri and English country dance music at
Middleton Place. Karin also performs as a violinist, keyboardist and vocalist with local bands, including
Zephyr, joined by former CSOL scholar, Abby Kent.
Farther afield, violinist Karen Mendes is continuing her musical education in Arezzo, Italy. A music
student at Furman, Karen won a CSOL scholarship that enabled her to participate in the national Take a
Stand festival in Los Angeles. She was coached by Simon Bernardini of the Berlin Philharmonic and
Maestro Gustavo Dudamel of the LA Philharmonic.
For these hard-working scholars, summertime is anything but easy.

The CSOL is using a new member management
software called NEON. During the member
registration process, many of you used the system to
renew your membership for the year. All members
need to set up their NEON passwords and update
their information and preferences in the system.
How do I access the NEON system?
NEON allows you to manage your membership
information and preferences.
• First time users go to csolinc.org and select Manage
My Membership Account under the Membership
Tab. Enter your email address and click on the
Forgot Password link.
• You’ll receive an email from NEON that contains a
link to reset your password. Click on this link and
set up a new password.
• After logging in, choose Manage My CSOL
Membership account and scroll to “What do you
want to do?” and you’ll be able to check and update
your contact information and fill in any missing
information on the form.
Find volunteer opportunities that are right for you.
Update your interest in various CSOL committees,
projects, and events so that CSOL Committee Chairs
can determine your interests and talents and get new
members involved quickly.
• For example, if you indicated you were interested
in helping with the Petting Zoo, your name and
contact info will be included in a report so that the
Chair can contact you.
Contact other CSOL members using the Directory.
NEON provides you with an accurate, up-to-date
online directory of members.
• Select Membership Directory under the “What do
you want to do?” button on the Membership Page.
Make donations quickly and easily.
NEON allows you to donate money directly to the
CSOL scholarship fund.
• This option is available under the “What do you
want to do?” button on the Membership Page.
Need a fast tutorial? Email Beth Connolly, VP of
Membership (she’s really patient and kind!) at
beth1.connolly@gmail.com.

A condominium in the Timbers Kiawah – Luxury
Oceanfront Residences

REAL ESTATE AWE
COMING YOUR WAY
NOVEMBER 2: ANNUAL
SYMPHONY ISLAND
TOUR OF HOMES
Mark your calendar for the annual
Symphony Island Tour of Homes on
Saturday, November 2nd from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
The CSOL Tour will feature 5 magnificent
private homes on Kiawah Island along
with musical performances at the homes
by scholarship winners, CSYO musicians
and Charleston Symphony musicians.
Light refreshments will be served.
Following the Tour, at 5:00 p.m., the
public is invited to a free concert by the
Charleston Symphony at The Sanctuary.
The concert is sponsored by the Town of
Kiawah Island Arts and Cultural Events
Fund.
NEW MEMBER BENEFIT
THIS YEAR

CSOL members will be offered unlimited
special event discounted tickets for $35.
Tickets on the day of the Tour will be $50.
On-line ticketing will be available in early
September and CSOL members will
receive a special mailing in September.
Come with friends and enjoy a full day of
entertainment on Kiawah Island. Proceeds
benefit the Charleston Symphony and
music education initiatives.

IRA

Good News: If you are 70½ or
older, donate to charity and
want to avoid taxes on transfers
of up to $100,000 from your
IRA!
You can transfer money to a
charity directly from your IRA
(a
Qualified
Charitable
Distribution, “QCD”) – and it’s
great for all concerned:
Make a Donation to Your
Favorite Charities(s).
The money given to the charity
counts toward your required
minimum distribution (“RMD”)

-- if you’re over the age of 70½ – you must withdraw money
from your IRA – whether you want to or not.
A QCD Doesn't Increase the Donor's Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) or Generate a Tax Bill.
Keeping the donation out of your adjusted gross income matters
because: (1) it helps you qualify for other tax breaks (i.e. having
a lower AGI can reduce the threshold for deducting medical
expenses, which are only deductible to the extent they exceed
7.5% of AGI); (2) reduces taxes on your Social Security benefits,
and (3) helps you avoid a high-income surcharge for Medicare
Part B & Part D premiums (which kick in if AGI is over certain
levels).
QCDs Don't Require that You Itemize.
Due to the recent tax law changes, you may decide to take
advantage of the higher standard deduction, but still use a QCD
for charitable giving. (You can’t claim the QCD as a charitable
tax deduction).
Are You Eligible to Make a QCD?
While many IRAs are eligible for QCDs (Traditional, Rollover,
Inherited, SEP [inactive plans only], and SIMPLE [inactive
plans only]) — there are specific requirements:
• You must be 70½ or older to be eligible to make a QCD.
• QCDs are limited to the amount that would otherwise be
taxed as ordinary income. This excludes non-deductible
contributions.
• The maximum annual amount that can qualify for a QCD is
$100,000. This applies to the sum of QCDs made by you to
one or more charities in a calendar year.
• Amounts donated above your RMD don’t count toward
satisfying a future year's RMD.
Keep the records from your IRA custodian showing that the
money was transferred directly to the charity. And keep the
acknowledgment from the charity of the gift, as you would with
any other donation.
A tax advisor can help you determine if both your IRA and
charity qualify for QCDs (not all charities qualify), the impact
on state withholding and how to properly fill out tax forms so
that you don’t overpay.

As the summer winds down, Revels ramps up.
You can count on Revels to include fun activities,
interesting speakers and educational topics.
Here are a sample of events coming your way:
Oktoberfest will be upon us before you know it.
Celebrate this fun festival with music and foods
reminiscent of Germany. We’ll kick off the party
with the CSO Polka Band (okay, the CSO Brass),
hot dogs and brews, all hosted at the fabulous
Roper House on The Battery. Get your
lederhosen on.
Dread holiday entertaining? Breathe deeply and
listen to Nathalie Dupree, world famous chef
and author, on stress-free entertaining.
Attendees will receive Nathalie’s latest book,
due to be released in mid-October and, of
course, refreshments.
And that’s just the beginning. Look for your
Revels brochure; it will arrive in September. Get
out your calendar -- because you won’t want to
miss any of these events.
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INTERVIEW WITH BRANDON NICHOLS
Brandon Nichols has served as Principal Horn of the Charleston Symphony Orchestra since 1991,
having been a member since 1989 and frequently appears as a soloist. In 1998, Brandon was invited
to Toronto to play with the Canadian Brass Quintet -- one of a select few hornists worldwide. In
addition, he performs regularly with the Atlanta Symphony as an extra horn and as substitute
Principal Horn. Brandon serves as Instructor of Horn at the College of Charleston and Charleston
Southern University, and teaches private students. He has been involved with the Spoleto Festival
(Charleston and Italy) and has been a featured soloist with the Piccolo Spoleto Festival. Brandon has
performed with musical organizations in many countries in Europe as well as India, Japan, and Korea.
Q: How did you become interested in music?
A: My mother was an elementary music school teacher …
Q: [Rudely interrupting] Do you know how many CSO
musicians have told me that one or both parents were either
music teachers or musicians?
A: Well, excellent musicianship is a combination of nature
and nurture. If you’re not talented, you can still enjoy
playing an instrument, but you won’t be earning a living at
it. And, even the greatest gifts require development.
As a teacher, one of the hardest things I have to do is tell
students -- gently -- that if they can’t hear pitches or lack
rhythm, there are simply limits to their playing ability.
Sometimes, it’s a physical thing with the instrument – their
mouth isn’t right for that instrument, but that just means
moving to another instrument. Not being able to hear the
pitch? Just sit back and enjoy the music.
Q: Why the horn?
A: I remember listening to lots of orchestral works when I
was growing up and I would identify the horn. One day, my
mother came home with a French Horn, so I learned how to
play it in addition to piano. And even back then, while I
liked playing with the band (my Mom was the band leader),
the Youth Symphony was the music I liked best.
Q: What about horn-players needing the right mouth shape?
A: I’ve had my dentist take an imprint of my mouth so that
if something moves, we know where it’s supposed to go back.
Q: What about kissing?
A: Kissing is very helpful to horn players.
Q: You studied at Arizona State University as well as the
Mannes College of Music in New York City. What did you do
after graduation?
A: When I graduated, I was hired by the US Army Concert
Band. An amazing experience – we literally traveled the
world, playing. It also gave me time to moonlight with the
Harrisburg Pennsylvania Symphony Orchestra. That led me
in the fall of 1989, to auditioning for and being hired by the
Charleston Symphony.
Q: The fall of 1989!?!?!
A: Exactly. I moved into a first floor apartment on Folly
Beach, and 2 weeks later, Hurricane Hugo wiped out my
apartment. I was able to pack up my car with most of my
stuff – I didn’t have much – and drive north. I still own
music that has water marks from Hugo.
Q: Do you remember how you learned that the Symphony
was closing down in 2010?
A: Charlie Messersmith and I were driving back from Hilton

Head. We got a text about an article that was going to be
in the newspaper the next day, announcing the closure.
That was one long, silent drive. All you can think is, “What
am I going to do?” I had a family, 2 little girls. But I also
really wanted to remain in Charleston. It’s such a special,
arts-loving city. And, I believed that the Symphony would
come back. So, that’s when I started working with the
Atlanta Symphony and found teaching jobs.
Q: You have an affinity for being in the eye of the storm.
A: That teaches you to appreciate what you have. I’m
grateful to now be part of a group of musicians who are
really invested in our orchestra being great, world-class.
I’ve played with a lot of different orchestras and the
artistic temperament – well, let’s just say it’s easy to be
frustrated, angry. With some groups, there’s this spiral of
negativity. With us, we just keep sounding better. Our new
players are so talented, we work together well and people
really like each other. (Yes, I’ve sat on a stage, surrounded
by people who hate each other. Painful).
The contract musicians are important to the equation as
well – we excel at bringing in talented musicians with great
attitudes who share our vision. And we’re grateful to the
League, our donors and others in the community who
enable the contract musicians’ per diem to stretch a little
further by providing housing. So, perspective is important
– it’s too easy to forget how important and fun playing
together can be.
Q: How do you feel about the CD recording project?
[Editor Note: In September, the CSO will be recording
Charleston composer Edward Hart’s violin concerto, Under
an Indigo Sky, featuring Yuriy Bekker and in April, the
Charleston Concerto for String Quartet and Orchestra,
featuring the world-famous Shanghai Quartet].
A: We’re excited to have an opportunity to showcase how
good we sound – the principal recording sessions will be
done during concerts. The project has the potential to
generate additional revenue through CD sales and
downloads, but the real objective to continue increase the
reputation and prominence of the orchestra nationally and
internationally. We’ve worked hard to earn our good
reputation. Now it’s time to share that with a broader
audience.
Am I allowed to say, the CSO needs to raise an additional
$30,000 to cover recording project expenses? (Go to
www.charlestonsymphony.org to make a donation).
Q: I’d be surprised if you didn’t.

A LETTER FROM BOB HILL FROM BREVARD
Are you familiar with the Brevard Music Center
(BMC) through its annual Summer Music Festival
held in Brevard, North Carolina?

It’s one of the premier summer institutes and
music festivals in the country, held each summer
for 6 weeks from mid-June to early August. The
Institute provides intensive musical instruction for
high school and college age students; concerts
featuring students, Artist Faculty members and
guest artists are held almost daily. Ken Lam, CSO
Music Director, is also the Resident Conductor for
the Summer Music Festival. He joined the Festival
11 years ago as Assistant Conductor and his role
has increased over the years; he’s earned the title
of BMC Resident Conductor.

Our recent visit gave us the
opportunity not only to
attend performances, but also to take in Ken Lam’s
rehearsal one afternoon with the Brevard Concert
Orchestra. This was particularly meaningful given
the presence of 3 Charleston Symphony Youth
Orchestra members as part of the Concert
Orchestra: Robbie Burleson, Oboe, Jeffrey
Mcarthur, Viola, and Carlton Williams, Cello. They
also performed the day before under Ken’s baton
in a concert featuring the Saint-Saens Organ
Symphony.

L to R: Jeffrey Mcarthur , Carlton Williams, Ken Lam,
Robbie Burleson

Ken Lam, Rehearsing the Orchestra

My wife Cathy and I recently visited Brevard,
where we witnessed the close connections
between the Music Center and the Charleston
Symphony. This was our 5th trip to the Festival,
and it certainly was a memorable experience.
We began our Brevard visits through our
friendship with Bill Zehfuss, CSO’s long time
Principal Trombonist. Bill was also part of BMC’s
Artist Faculty for 20 years before his untimely
death in 2014. He encouraged us years ago to
visit Brevard and take in the unique atmosphere of
music education along with stellar musical
performances.

Scholarship funds along with several private
donations were made available by the CSOL to
help finance Robbie Burleson’s attendance at
Brevard this season. Robbie made the most of his
opportunity -- he was selected as Principal Oboist
for the Copeland’s America concert performed on
July 21st. Also, I’m happy to report that Jeffrey
Mcarthur was the Principal Violist for the same
performance. I took this picture during a break in
rehearsal.
Although this season has ended, I expect the
connections will become even stronger in future
years between the CSO and the Brevard Music
Center. So, do yourself a favor and go to Brevard
in 2020. Important Note: Brevard is a lot cooler

than
the
Lowcountry,
there
are
fine
accommodations and restaurants plus hiking
opportunities abound nearby in the Pisgah
National Forest and Dupont State Forest. We’re
already making plans for next season and looking
forward to our dinner with Ken.

S AV E T H E S E 2 0 1 9 - 2 0 D A T E S !
2019
DATES

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

CSOL Board Meetings: First Wednesday of
Each Month

Country Club of Charleston

10:00 am -12:00 pm

9/11

Fall Membership Tea

TBD

TBD

10/8 & 9

SOVA Roundtable

Miller Theater, Augusta GA

All Day Events

10/17

Arts Luncheon: Presentation by Mary Whyte
with Members of the CSO

Marriott Hotel, Lockwood Blvd

11:00 am - 2:00 pm

10/30

Chamber Music in the Rotunda

Gibbes Museum of Art

6:00 pm

11/1

Volunteer Party: Symphony Tour of Homes

TBD

5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

11/2

Tour of Island Homes on Kiawah

TBD

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

11/2

CSO Free Concert, Sponsored by Town of
Kiawah Island I Arts and Cultural Council

The Sanctuary

5:00 pm

11/15 & 16

Chamber Music: We’ll Always Have Paris

Library Society

7:30 pm

11/22

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston County Public
Library

10:00 am

12/6 & 7

Chamber Music: Holiday Strings

Library Society

7:30 pm

12/11

Holiday Tea

Home of Karen & Jim
Wordsworth

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

January

Designer Showhouse Bare Boards Party

TBD

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

2/7

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston County Public
Library

10:00 am

2/28

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston County Public
Library

10:00 am

March

Designer Showhouse Preview Party/DSH
Opens

TBD

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

4/3 & 4

Chamber Music: All Roads Lead to Vienna

Library Society

7:30 pm

4/27

Coffee with the Maestro

Charleston County Public
Library

10:00 am

4/14-17

CSOL Scholarship Auditions

College of Charleston

All Day

April

Designer Showhouse Closing Party/DSH
Closes

TBD

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

4/22

Chamber Music in the Rotunda

Gibbes Museum of Art

6:00 pm

5/13

CSOL Spring Luncheon/Installation of Officers

Country Club of Charleston

11:30 am

May

Car Sponsorship Drawing

TBD

12:00 pm

2020 DATES

