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Letter from the President
By the time you see this, the Designer Showhouse at
16 Rutledge Avenue will be half over. At this halfway
point, we’ve had approximately 1600 guests tour the
home; over 1,000 lunches have been served in Café
Musique; and, over 600 car sponsorships have been
sold (only 600 more to go). Sales in SCORE have been
phenomenal and Designer Sales have been brisk as
well. All of you that have been involved in this project
should be very proud. I, for one, am extremely proud of
our very hardworking volunteers.
The Pursuit of the Podium is up and running. In case
you’ve missed it, we have 4 prominent Charleston
chefs vying for the opportunity to conduct one selection
at the opening of Piccolo Spoleto at the Sunset
Serenade on Friday evening, May 24, on the steps of
the Custom House at the foot of Market Street. Please
cast your votes at $5 each for the following notables:
Mike Lata of FIG and the Ordinary; Nathalie Dupree,
outstanding cookbook author; Anthony DiBernardo of
Swig and Swine; and Michelle Weaver of Charleston
Grill. You can cast your votes on-line at csolinc.org or
place your money in the ballot boxes at the Designer
Showhouse. For more information on these aspiring
maestros, check out page 3 of Keynotes.
Our annual Spring Luncheon is set for Wednesday,
May 15th at The Country Club of Charleston. Installation
of Officers for 2019/2020 will take place and progress
reports on our various projects including scholarship
updates will be addressed. Please make your
reservation by May 8th.
Our last Coffee with the Maestro will be Friday, April
19th, at the Calhoun Street Library. And, we have a few
more Revels events. Make sure you review the
calendar on page 8 and eblasts coming your way to get
the details for all of these happenings.
Best regards,
Kitty Reid, CSOL President

March 27 – April 28, 2019
House and SCORE Shop:
Monday – Saturday
10 am -- 4 pm
Sunday: 1 pm – 4 pm
Café Lunch: Monday – Saturday
11:30 am – 2 pm

GIFTED STUDENT MUSICIANS WIN CSOL SCHOLARSHIPS
What do you get when you mix $33,000 in CSOL scholarships with 87 talented student musicians,
(grades 5-12), throw in competitive auditions held on March 16, 18 and 19, judged by a panel of
thoughtful experts: John Holley, Barry Goldsmith, Betsy Smentek, Anne Warf and Audra Claire McCall.
For good measure, add a small army of volunteers who managed the logistics and kept everyone
moving through the process, on time and encouraged to do their best? You have the recipe for the
annual League process of supporting the Charleston Symphony Orchestra in its mission to provide
educational opportunities for children and youth in our community, of course.

… and the winners were:
The 9th annual
David and Karen
Stahl Memorial
College
Scholarship of
$2,500 was
awarded to
Benjamin
Kremer, violin,
Charleston
County School of
the Arts.

The Ruth and Barry Goldsmith Award was
awarded to Caleb Borick, piano, homeschooled;
and Reed Kurtz, piano, homeschooled.

College Scholarships of $2,000 each were awarded to David Ginn, trumpet, Wando High School; Eliza
Turner, voice, Wando High School; and Allyssa Noone, voice, Ashley Hall.

W H E RE A R E
THEY NOW?
Abigail Kent,
former scholar and
international
harpist, is now
studying at Julliard

Matching Grant Scholarships of $500 for private study were awarded to members
of the Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra: Lydia Pless, cello, Academic Magnet
High School; Mion Smith, violin, Charleston County School of the Arts; Marshall
McArthur, viola, Charleston County School of the Arts; Jennifer Lee, violin,
Academic Magnet High School; and Tes Smoak, trombone, Charleston County
School of the Arts.
The CSOL also will provide $1,000 for need-based scholarships for Charleston Symphony Youth
Orchestra tuition and will award financial need scholarships for private lessons to CSYO and String
Ensemble members.
Continued on next page

GIFTED STUDENT MUSICIANS WIN CSOL SCHOLARSHIPS, continued
Summer Study Scholarships of varying amounts for a total of $13,895 were awarded to students
attending summer music camps and for summer private lessons, including: Ryan Foust, piano,
Charleston County School of the Arts; Eric Hong, piano, Whitesides Elementary School; David Wang,
piano, Academic Magnet High School; Angela Mei, piano, Charleston County School of the Arts;
Jonathan Mei, piano, Belle Hall Elementary School; Vanesa Nguyen, piano, Carolina Park Elementary
School; Emma Joyce, violin, Charleston County School of the Arts; Harry Ding, piano, Buist Academy;
Jason Guo, piano, Academic Magnet High School; Marcus Loucks, clarinet, Summerville High School;
Teague McCracken, clarinet, Stratford High School; Ishraq Hague, piano, Academic Magnet High
School; Peyton Smith, flute, Wando High School; Rosie Valmores, flute, Ashley Ridge High School;
Carrie Vaughn, clarinet, Summerville High School; Erikah Rooman, clarinet, Ashley Ridge High School;
Lindy Turner, voice, Charleston County School of the Arts; Kimberly Do, piano, Charleston County
School of the Arts; Lily Lassiter, piano, Academic Magnet High School; Audrey Marx, oboe/English
horn, Wando High School; Capers Tabrizian, violin, Charleston County School of the Arts; Luke
Johnson, cello, homeschooled; and Michael Zhang, piano, Porter Gaud.
In addition, a Johanna Bowen Scholarship Fund award will be made to 2 students for summer study at
music festivals.
You’ll have an opportunity to hear a few of these wonderfully talented young musicians perform at our
annual recital on Sunday, May 5, 2019, 3:00 pm at Bishop Gadsden Retirement Community Chapel,
located at 1873 Camp Road, Charleston 29412. A reception will follow the recital.
Would you like to contribute to our scholarship program? When you renew your membership, add a
donation to the education fund or make a direct contribution to one of the following funds:
♫ David and Karen Stahl Memorial Scholarship (for the top scoring college applicant).

♫ Johanna Bowen Scholarship Fund (for festival participation and other needs not covered by our
scholarship programs for students who audition).
♫ Financial Need Lesson Scholarships for students in the CSYO and new String Ensemble.

CSOL 2019 CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

Thru 4/28/19

Designer Showhouse, SCORE & Café

16 Rutledge Ave

10:00 am -- 4:00 pm

4/19/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

4/25/19

REVELS: Food Critic Hanna Raskin

Laura Alberts, Daniel Island

12:30 pm

4/26/19

Instrument Petting Zoo

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

9:00 -- 11:00 am

4/27/19

Instrument Petting Zoo

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:30 am -- 12:30

5/4/19

REVELS: Kentucky Derby Party

Wadmalaw Island

5:00 pm

5/5/19

Student Scholarship Recital

The Chapel at Bishop Gadsden

3:00 pm

5/15/19

Annual Luncheon & Officer
Installation

Country Club of Charleston

11:30 am

5/18/19

CSO Brass Concert & Car Sponsorship Drawing

Marion Square

10:00 am -12:00 pm

5/20/19

CSYO Concert

Piccolo Spoleto Location TBD

TBD

5/24/19

Pursuit of the Podium Winner Conducts Piccolo
Spoleto Opening Concert

U.S. Custom House

TBD

PURSUIT OF THE PODIUM:
HAVE YOU VOTED YET FOR
YOUR FAVORITE CHEF?
Did you know ...?
Mike Lata's restaurant FIG has been nominated for the 2019
Outstanding Restaurant Award by the James Beard Foundation.
The winner will be announced in June. Lata isn’t new to Beard
awards: In 2007 and 2008, Lata was nominated for the Beard
“Best Chef, Southeast,” finally taking home the prize in 2009. Lata
is credited with mentoring many of Charleston’s finest up and
coming chefs and restaurateurs.
Ironically, although home cooking is associated with Mommies,
the restaurant industry is dominated by male chefs. When asked
about being a woman chef, Michelle Weaver responded, “The
industry is physically and mentally taxing on everyone. However, I
have noticed on occasion that if a man is demanding, assertive,
and tough, he is considered ‘passionate and driven.’ But if a
woman displays these traits, she is ‘difficult and emotional.’ I
don’t let it stand in the way of what I want.”
Anthony DiBernardo entered the culinary world at 14 as a
banquet cook, and left for the U.S. Navy at 18 where he was a
cook on the USS Batfish SSN681 for 4 years. Once his submarine
landed in Charleston in 1990 he started working in the kitchen at
Blossom, and later served as Executive Chef at Kiawah Island
Resort, Mustard Seed, and Rita’s. As someone who cooked for
130 submariners 400 feet below the surface when he was in the
Navy, he says that working 100 hours a week stoking barbecue
smokers outside in the sunshine seems like a breeze.
Nathalie Dupree was the first woman since Julia Child to host
more than 100 cooking episodes on public television. She is
(proudly) no Martha Stewart, not an at-home reflection of the
moneyed other half. She is her audience. She believes in makeahead, microwaves and leftovers. Her home is filled with seven
sets of china, crystal, silver and cloth napkins, which appear,
invariably mismatched. “I’m the one that teaches people to cook
in real life,” she says. “I put myself in real-life situations. What I
want is for people to cook. What I want is for people to cook
every day.”

YOU decide who will be the next Maestro!
Vote on-line today www.csolinc.org. Each votes costs
$5.00 and as always, proceeds go to our Symphony and
CSOL music education initiatives.

WELCOME NEW LEAGUE MEMBERS
Please welcome our newest members to the CSOL: Jennifer Barnett, jennifer.barnett@carolinaone.com;
Judy Hines, judysgardn@gmail.com; and Alana Morrall, amorrall@charlestonsymphony.org.

42ND ANNUAL DSH SHOWHOUSE OPENS TRIUMPHANTLY
On March 26th, the CSO Brass entertained guests as they gathered for the official opening ceremony,
followed by a truly celebratory party. CSO Conductor Ken Lam formally opened the 42nd Designer
Showhouse, cutting the red ribbon. President Kitty Reid thanked home owners, Wendy and Allen Gibson,
DSH Co-Chairs Lissa Block and Carol Cronk and the DSH Committee who worked so hard to bring this
project to fruition.
Carol Cronk, Amanda Culver, Faye Griffin and the Preview Party Committee members decorated the café
area with lights, plants, and beautiful lanterns. MOSAIC Catering and Events provided delicious passed small
plates, appetizers, seasonal vegetables and artisan cheeses. Patti Tully baked the decadent, extra-chocolatey
brownies. When people weren‘t eating/drinking/socializing, they shopped at SCORE or from Designer Sales
– and all their purchases benefited our Symphony.
Special thanks to McDaniels Auto Group for sponsoring the Bubbly Bar, Snyder’s Rentals, and Total Wine for
supporting the League and its fundraising endeavors.

MORE
PREVIEW
PARTY
PHOTOGRAPHS

INTERVIEW WITH ALANA MORRALL
Alana Morrall
returned to the
Charleston
Symphony as
Director of
Development in
2019.

Alan Morrall

In 2011, she created and implemented a comprehensive fundraising
program. Before returning to the CSO, she was Director of
Development and Marketing for almost 6 years at East Cooper
Community Outreach. She also worked for the Baltimore Symphony
Orchestra (BSO) for over 5 years in development.
Music has been one of the most significant forces in Alana’s life,
having been a violinist for more than 20 years.

She completed her undergraduate studies in Music History and Violin at Wake Forest University (2004) and earned
her Master’s degree in Arts Management from American University (2006).
Alana has deep roots in the Charleston area, where her father's family has lived since 1690. Her grandfather
graduated from the Citadel, and after attending Medical School at Harvard University, he returned to the area for his
residency at Roper St. Francis.

Q: You’ve been back with the Symphony for
almost 4 months. What’s the biggest surprise?
A: How much the CSO accomplishes despite a
constrained budget. When I worked at the BSO,
it owned its building, had 90+ core musicians, a
$27M operating budget and a development
department with at least 10 staff. No question –
they’re a world class orchestra. But, the CSO,
with 24 core musicians and an operating budget
of less than $4M, is also world class! They sound
better than ever. It’s function of Ken and Yuriy’s
connection to the musicians, the musicians’
connection to each other, Tom [Joyce’s] selection
of outstanding contract players, and the ability to
attract great guest musicians.

Q: What’s your biggest challenge?
A: In Charleston, there’s a lot of worthy
competition for arts philanthropy. Like every
orchestra, there’s the need to attract new patrons
-- audiences to fill the seats and to become
donors. And, this is all happening when there’s
been a significant loss in corporate support. This
isn’t unique to the CSO, however. The national
trend shows a decline in businesses supporting
the arts. As a result, the CSO has to rely on the
generosity of private donors, now more than
ever.
On the upside, Charleston has become the
location for retirement. Many of those retirees
come from cities in which the arts flourish, and
they want to access those things here. We’re
working hard to persuade them to subscribe and
become our donors.
Our goal is to remind people that music really
does change lives, even or especially in the face
of significant social issues.

Q: How is your time spent?
A: One of the most important things I do is
continue to foster the close relationship that Kerri
[Collins, former Director of Development] had with
our donors. It’s also creating opportunities for
donors and audience members to engage with our
musicians. No one does a better job than the
musicians in giving our audiences the sense that
we’re a CSO family.
We’re also looking at creating tangible ways of
showing our appreciation to our donors – maybe
creating a CD that’s given exclusively to
participants of a special fundraising campaign.
Although I acknowledge this is a tough sell, we are
also talking about enhancing our efforts at planned
giving. Death discussions aren’t easy, but
reminding people they have the ability to leave a
legacy to an organization they love and to make a
significant difference to that organization’s long
term financial stability.

Q: What role do you see the League
playing in all of this?
A: Can I start with really, really thanking the CSOL
for remaining our largest donor? Thank you! I would
like to bring back the process for providing tickets
to Symphony performances to League members as
a means of showing our gratitude for all that the
CSOL does for the orchestra.

And, there are lots of opportunities for us to work
more closely together – coordinated efforts to
solicit sponsors could be productive. We can also
look at League fundraising events more closely to
see how Symphony staff can become more
involved. I’ve organized a golf tournament (or 5) in
my day.

LEND A HELPING HAND
TO A MUSIC STUDENT
Want to help give a dedicated music student a
helping hand? With the CSYO beginning a second
orchestra this fall, there will be more students who
would benefit from private music lessons, but whose
families can’t afford them. You can help. The CSOL
has a Private Lessons Scholarship program, which
pays for 18 private lessons during the 2019-2020
school year, for qualified students.
It's easy: Just send a check to CSOL, with the
notation, "Lessons Scholarships," to PO Box 22613,
Charleston, SC 29413-2613. Questions? Call Donna
Reyburn at 843-801-2640

BUDDY, CAN YOU
SPARE 45 MINUTES
FOR THE CSOL?
The League needs someone to post famous
composers birthdays every month on our
Facebook page – cutting and pasting the
information from a website that lists composers’
birthdays by month – including pictures and info
about
the
composers.
Estimated
time
investment – 45 minutes a month. Impact on the
community? Priceless.
If you’re looking to help the League but your
time is limited, this could be the perfect
opportunity
to
assist.
Contact
jodiebeth@jbgalos.com for more information.

CSOL® 2018-2019 BOARD
E x e c u t iv e C o m m it t e e
President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
VP Long Range Planning
VP Projects
VP Membership
VP Education
Past President
Parliamentarian

Kitty Reid
Claudia Porter
Faye Griffin
Peggy Cross
Susan Leggett
Kathy Pease
Lyn Magee
Caroline Thibault
Becky Hilstad
Linde Mills

S t a n din g C o m m i tte es
Advocacy
Audience Development
Bylaws
Communications
Newsletter
Member Events
Nominating
Sponsorship

Mary Davis
Julie Fenimore
Karen Kichline Ruef
David Savard
Jodie-Beth Galos
Sue Ingram
Patti Tully
Lorraine Perry

S pe c i al C o m m it tee s
Car Sponsorship
Designer Showhouse
Swanky Southern Soiree
Island Tour of Homes
Merchandising
Pursuit of the Podium
Revels

Don and Kitty Reid
Lissa Block, Carol Cronk
Bob and Ornella Gebhardt
Sharon Bartshe, Becky Hilstad
Jodie-Beth Galos
Jamie Flack
Karen Kichline Ruef

You don’t need a Facebook or
Instagram account to read about the
CSOL and Charleston Symphony. Go
to https://www.facebook.com/csolinc
or
https://www.instagram.com/csoldesign
erhouse/

