
	
	 	
	 	
	
	
	

HAVE	A	SMOKIN’	SUMMER	IN	MONTREUX!	
	

We	all	came	out	to	Montreux	
On	the	Lake	Geneva	shoreline.	.	.	

Smoke	on	the	water,	a	fire	in	the	sky	
Smoke	on	the	water.	

“Smoke	on	the	Water”,	Deep	Purple	
	
	

	
 
Deep Purple wrote their smash hit song after witnessing the Montreux casino burn down during 
a Frank Zappa concert.  Although the song is about the fire, the alliteration to smoke is apropos 
to the FDCC 2017 Annual Meeting.  This is because the entire week will be smokin’ with cutting 
edge CLE mixed with exploration mixed with the grandeur of the Swiss Alps. 
 
Begin your Swiss adventure in Zurich on Monday July 24, 2017, where the FDCC will team with 
AIDA to present the “Bridging the Gap Insurance Summit”.  The distinguished European faculty 
will address issues confronting insurers and their counsel when doing business across the pond 
called the Atlantic Ocean.   
 
Following the Zurich insurance summit, we move to Montreux and the historic and 
internationally award winning Fairmont Le Montreux Palace. Once there, Todd Roberts will 
set the tone with an outstanding CLE and program lineup.  Then prepare for a week of 
discovering natural beauty you must see to believe. Our activities will be varied so as to offer you 
a range of choices, from a cogwheel train to Rochers de Naye for a breathtaking mountain 
top view overlooking Lake Geneva, to taking a stroll along the floral lakeside promenade. 



 
Tuesday, July 25, is Fellowship Day. Three exciting trips are planned for you, all of which include 
lunch and escorts by English speaking guides. You may want to spend a day in Old Town Bern, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. You will feel as though you are in a medieval city complete with 
towers and walls, cathedrals, picturesque fountains, and world class shopping in unique 
arcades. Or, you might like to visit the Les Diablerets Glacier 3000, where you will take close to 
a two mile long cable car ride up to the top of the mountain on which the glacier rests – almost 
10,000 feet above sea level. From there you’ll see views unlike any other, ever, in addition to 
venturing across the only suspension bridge in the world connecting two mountain peaks. Enjoy 
lunch on your own in the mountain top restaurant affording panoramic views of Lake Geneva and 
over 40 surrounding snowcapped mountains. Or, spend a day walking historic and beautiful 
Lausanne, the second largest city on Lake Geneva. Replete with picturesque small alleyways 
with quaint cafes and chic boutiques in which to shop, Old Town Lausanne largely is car-free and 
dominated by the largest cathedral in Switzerland. Sample goodies in what are considered 
some of the best chocolate and cheese shops in Europe. 

 
Excursions will be offered each day to help you make unforgettable memories with your loved 
ones and Federation Friends. These include an afternoon at Aquaparc, one of Europe’s finest 
water parks; or the unforgettably beautiful medieval fortress of Chateau de Chillon. Enjoy a 
wine tasting tour of famous wineries in one of the finest wine regions in all of Europe.  Relax on 
a boat tour of Lake Geneva, or learn the history of the Olympic games at the nearby Olympic 
Museum.   The museum contains permanent and temporary exhibits relating to the Olympics, 
and houses the largest archive of Olympic Games in the world.  Into hiking?  There’s nothing like 
an alpine hike! We’ll go on an alpine trail o f f e r i n g  i n s p i r i n g  v i e w s  of Lake Geneva and 
snow covered Alps. Y o u  j u s t  c a n ’ t  g e t  t h i s  i n  H o t  C o f f e e ,  M i s s i s s i p p i .  And 
chocolate and cheese are not to be avoided.  After all, we’re in the land of cheese and 
chocolate, so excursions are offered to where these delicacies are made.    
 

 
 
 
 
 



Our evenings will be no less thrilling.  We have the entire walled village of Gruyeres 
for the President’s Reception honoring Mills and Carol Anne Gallivan.  It will take a 
village for this evening where, in addition to dining in the village’s restaurants, we will 
have access to Gruyeres Castle, Alien Museum and Alien Bar, all located within the 
medieval walls.  The Black and White Bash Theme Party will be at Chaplin’s World, a 
museum dedicated to one of Montreux’s most unforgettable citizens.  Our magical week will be 
capped by the Count of Montreux Masquerade Ball that will be held on the hotel’s terrace 
overlooking Lake Geneva.  We’ll have our own smoke on the water as we dance to TimeMachine, 
the top party band in the Swiss Riviera.   
 

 
 
Your week at the end of the rainbow in Montreux and beyond will yield a mystic chord of 
memories stretching from every alpine mountaint o p  to every bite of Swiss fondue, a 
basketful of unforgettable experiences that you will treasure forever. You’ll be yodeling all 
the way home. 
	


