
  

 
SECOND  SUNDAY OF A DVENT  
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 T HE H OLY E UCHARIST : R ITE II  

 8:00  AM  & 10:00 AM     
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to St. Francis Episcopal Church.  
You are invited to participate throughout the service.   

May God bless you this and every day.  
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W ELCOME AND A NNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE   
 

SECOND C ANDLE - T HE C ANDLE OF PEACE  
 

L IGHTING OF A DVENT C ANDLE  The Porter Family  
 

Leader:  Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Leader:  Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we will light the Candle 
of Peace.  

 

We remember the prophets who spoke of the coming of Christ, of 
how a Savior would be born, a king in the line of King David. The 
prophet Isaiah called Christ "the Prince of Peace". They told us how 
he would rule the world wisely and bless all the nations.  

 

The Second Advent Candle is lit.  
 

Leader:  Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this candle 
we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ.  

 

Leader:   Let us pray:  
All:  Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring 

peace and save your people from trouble. Give peace in our hearts 
at Christmastide. We ask that as we wait for you to come again, 
that you would remain present with us. Help us today, and 
everyday to worship you, to hear your word, and to do your will 
by sharing your peace with each other. We ask it in the name of 
the one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen.  
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Please stand, sung by all.   

O PENING H YMN : Prepare the way, O Zion  Hymn  65  
 

 

 

 

 
 
Please remain standing.  

T HE W ORD OF G OD  BCP  p355  
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our  Lord. Amen.  
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T RISAGION  Hymnal S101  
 

 

 

 

 

 

T HE C OLLECT OF THE D AY  
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.   
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
  

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace 
to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet 
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 
and rei gns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
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Please be seated.  

T HE F IRST R EADING  Isaiah 11:1 -10  
 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah : 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
the spirit of counsel and might,  
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
or decide by what his ears hear;  
 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
and a little child shall lead them.  
 

The cow and the bear shall graze,  
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the  
ox.  
 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  
 

They will not hurt or destroy  
on all my holy mountain;  
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for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord  
as the waters cover the sea.  
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
Sung by all  

PSALM 72:1 -7,  18 -19   
 

 
 

1    Give the King your justice, O / God *  
 and your righteousness / to the King’s Son;  
 

2    That he may rule your people / righteously *  
 and the / poor with justice.  
 

3    That the mountains may bring prosperity to the / people, *  
 and the little / hills bring righteousness.  
 

4    He shall defend the needy among the / people; *  
 he shall rescue the poor and crush / the oppressor.  
 

5    He shall live as long as the sun and / moon endure, *  
 from one generation / to another.  
 

6    He shall come down like rain upon the / mown field, *  
 like showers that / water the earth  
 

7    In his time shall the righteous / flourish; *  
 there shall be abundance of peace till the / moon shall be no more.  
 

18  Blessed be the LORD God, the God of / Israel, *  
 who a/lone  does wondrous deeds!  
 

19    And blessed be his glorious Name for / ever! *  
 and may all the earth be filled with his glory. / Amen. Amen  
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T HE SECOND R EADING  Romans 15:4 -13  
 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans : 
  

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in ac cordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 
the patriarchs, and  in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written,  
 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,  
and sing praises to your name";  
 

and again he says,  
 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";  
 

and again,  
 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,  
and let all the peoples praise him";  
 

and again  Isaiah says,  
 

"The root of Jesse shall come,  
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;  
in him the Gentiles shall hope."  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
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Please stand, sung by all.   

G RADUAL H YMN 56  (VERSES 3-5) O come, O come, Emmanuel  
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Please stand.  

T HE H OLY G OSPEL  Matthew 3:1 -12  
 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew . 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight.’”  
 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they 
were baptized by him in th e river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.  
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing fl oor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”   
 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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Please be seated.  

T HE SERMON  The Very Rev. Milton C. Williams, Jr.  
 
Please stand.  

T HE N ICENE C REED  BCP  p358  
 

Celebrant  and People:  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our sa lvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordan ce with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We  acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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T HE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – A DVENT 2 
  
Intercessor:  In joy at the nearness of the Christ, let us offer our prayers to God 

saying: Lord, have mercy : 
 

Intercessor:  May the power of God’s holy presence clear a path through the 
rubble of broken lives and hearts to make our world and all of us a 
new creation. For this let us pray to the Lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May our gracious God be always for us a shepherd to console and 
comfort us, to nourish all our deep hungers, and to make us live in 
peace forever. For this let us pray to the Lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May we come to find in the desert of our lives the gift of forgiveness 
and the waters of a new Jordan that bring cleansing refreshment. For 
this let us pray to the Lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May the God of John the Baptist and our God continue to raise up 
holy prophets in our midst who will tell the good news of saving 
rescue for all people. For this let us pray to the Lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May the God who is our comfort hear the cries of all in need.  
People:  [pause for silent prayer]  
Intercessor:  For this let us pray to the Lord:  
People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May the God who is our future in the gifts of Jesus Christ hold us 
always in the embrace of faithful love and bring us to new heavens 
and a new earth. For this let us pray to the Lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

Intercessor:  May those who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all 
the departed, let us pray to the lord:  

People:  Lord, have mercy.  
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Intercessor : We give thanks for the altar flowers in the church given to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of her son Peter, given by Sheila Lee . 

 (silence)  
Intercessor:  Let us pray to the lord : 
People:  Lord, have mercy .  

 

Celebrant:  Recall us to our baptism, O Lord, and hear our cries for ourselves 
and for the whole world, for we pray in the name of the one who 
came, Jesus Christ our Lord.               

People:  Amen.  
 

T HE C ONFESSION AND A BSOLUTION   BCP  p360  
 
Deacon : Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

 

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry an d 
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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T HE H OLY C OMMUNION  

Please be seated.  

O FFERTORY A NTHEM            
                         

Veiled in Darkness  Glenn Rudolph  
 

Veiled in darkness Judah lay, Waiting for the promised day,  
While across the shadowy night Streamed a flood of glorious light.  
Heavenly voices chanted then “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”  
 

Still the earth in darkness lies, Up from death’s dark vale arise  
Voices of a world in grief, Prayers of men who seek relief.  
Now our darkness pierce again, “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”  
 

Light of light, we humbly pray, Shine upon Thy world today;  
Break the gloom of our dark night, Fill our souls with love and light,  
Send thy blessed word again, “Peace on earth, goodwill to men.”  
 
Please stand.   
E UCHARISTIC PRAYER B   BCP  p367  
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SANCTUS  Hymnal S128  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please kneel.  

E UCHARISTIC PRAYER B  CONTINUES  BCP  p368 
 

Celebrant:  …Therefore, according to his command, O Father , 
All:  We remember his death,  
 We proclaim his resurrection,  
 We await his coming in glory...  
 

Celebrant:  …By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   

All : AMEN . 
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T HE L ORD ’S PRAYER   BCP p364  
 

Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptat ion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

T HE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

Sung by all.  

F RACTION : I come with joy to meet my Lord  Hymnal  304 vs. 1and 3  
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T HE PEACE  
 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
 

 
T HE INVITATION TO C OMMUNION  
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving.  

 

 
 

Please be seated.  

M USIC AT C OMMUNION   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  To receive bread only, place one palm of the 
hand in the other and the clergy  will offer the Body of Christ to you.  If you would like to 

receive bread and wine keep your hands by your side, and the clergy  will intinct the body into 
the wine and place the body and blood on your tongue.  To receive a blessing in lieu of 

communion, cross your arms over your chest and the clergy  will give you a blessing.  
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Please stand.  

T HE POST -C OMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.  
All:  Almighty and everliving  God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kin gdom. And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

T HE BLESSING  
 

Celebrant:  May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, 
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. And 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.  
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Please stand, sung by all.   

C LOSING  H YMN : There’s a voice in the wilderness crying  Hymn  75  
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T HE D ISMISSAL  
 

Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE   
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ST . F RANCIS E PISCOPAL C HURCH  
3506 Lawndale Drive, Greensboro, NC 27408 / (336) 288 -4721 / www.stfrancisgreensboro.org  

 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 

T HE V ESTRY  
 

Senior Warden: Janice Sund , Junior Warden: Teresa Schrader,  
Clerk: Laura Kilmartin , Treasurer: Rick Saunders  

 

Thu Bray, Pat Brookshire, Donna Ehinger, Rachel Gallagher,  
Beverly Grier, Tom Porter, Pat Russell, Lynn Sandlin, David Smith  

 
 

Vestry may be contacted at: vestry2025@stfrancisgreensboro.or g 

 

T HE R T . R EV . SAMUEL R ODMAN  
BISHOP  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  

  
T HE R T . R EV . JENNIFER BROOKE -D AVIDSON  

ASSISTANT BISHOP  
OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  

  
***  

T HE V ERY R EV . M ILTON C.  W ILLIAMS , JR . 
RECTOR  

milton@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 101)  
   

T HE R EV . M EGHAN F.  F ROEHLICH  
ASSOCIATE  RECTOR  

meghan@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 102)  
  

T HE R EV . JOSEPH D ZUGAN  
 DEACON   

joe@stfrancisgreensboro.org  
  

SAM D OYLE  
CHOIR  DIRECTOR  

 sam@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 110)  
  

PATRYCK N USS   
ORGANIST  

organist@stfrancisgreensboro.org  

JANE W OODY  
JUNIOR  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  

336 -288 -4721  (ext 110)   
  

D ANA K OVAL  
DAY  SCHOOL  DIRECTOR  

dayschool@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 200)  
  

JENNIFER T OY   
PARISH  ADMINISTRATOR  

admin @stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 120)  
  

BONNIE T HYER  
COMMUNICATIONS  COORDINATOR  

office@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 121)  
  

M ARK H AMBY  
BOOK  SALE  MANAGER  &  MEMBERSHIP  

COORDINATOR  
mark@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 122)  

  
BLAIR BARNETT  

BOOKKEEPER  
bookkeeper@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 123)  

  
M ORGAN A DAMS  

FACILTIES  MANAGER  
facility@stfrancisgreensboro.org (ext 129)  


