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Learning doesn’t stop when school ends! Staying active and engaged over the summer helps prevent the 
“summer slide” and keeps children building on the skills they worked so hard to gain during the school year.

To support families, the Hillsborough Campaign for Grade Level Reading (HCGLR) created Hop into Summer 
Fun, a 10-week, themed resource guide just for caregivers and kids. Each week focuses on a fun and important 
theme, including getting ready for school, reading together, staying safe, healthy habits, STEM activities, family 
engagement, character building, getting moving, art, and school attendance.

We created this guide in partnership with local community organizations and includes easy, low cost activities, 
and resources caregivers can use all summer long. It’s a great way to keep learning fun while connecting 
caregivers to supportive programs right here in our community.

The HCGLR meets every other month on the third Wednesday, and families and community members are always 
welcome. If you’d like to learn more or get involved, please contact Allison Welter at awelter@uwsuncoast.org.

HOP INTO SUMMER FUN: 10 WEEKS OF LEARNING, PLAY, AND CONNECTION

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

mailto:awelter%40uwsuncoast.org?subject=
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Morning practice
Pick a day to practice a school morning routine so child 
can stay familiar with it.

Name and number practice
Let them practice writing their name and important 
phone numbers outside with chalk or on a piece of paper 
with crayons and markers and then decorating the side-
walk/paper.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Get your library card! HCPLC.org

The Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County’s 
VPK programs
Free VPK

Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County
School Readiness

Florida VPK Flyer
Summer VPK

FIRST STEPS INTO LEARNINGWEEK 1  

Sesame Street’s Ready for School Challenge: First Grade

Sesame Street’s Ready for School Challenge: Kindergarten

Sesame Street’s Ready for School Challenge: Preschool

School Readiness Podcast

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

WEDU

Children’s Board Family Resource Centers
Resource Centers

http://HCPLC.org
https://www.elchc.org/families/free-vpk-for-4-year-olds/
https://www.elchc.org/families/tuition-assistance/
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBIRjHUYFEfSbVdCLJuSlDGARN8vm-cyj5L2aTeCemojF8?e=6w6hCS&download=1
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-first-grade/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-first-grade/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-kindergarten/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-kindergarten/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-preschool/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-preschool/
https://sesameworkshop.org/resources/sesame-streets-ready-for-school-challenge-preschool/
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/school-readiness/
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBIRjHUYFEfSbVdCLJuSlDGARN8vm-cyj5L2aTeCemojF8?e=6w6hCS&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKWogeqkf_SIYMozXhY9F6AbtJihNVYZLu63Ku2KykeTk?e=ZbFHsc&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKWogeqkf_SIYMozXhY9F6AbtJihNVYZLu63Ku2KykeTk?e=ZbFHsc&download=1
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HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

LITERACYWEEK 2

�Favorite spot
Let children pick their favorite spot in the community 
(like at the park or by a lake) and read a story with  
them/they read a story there.

�Story walk
Go for a walk in the community and have child come 
up with a fictional story along the walk with things 
they see.

Tampa Bay Times
Summer Learning

Hillsborough County Public Library 
Sign up for our Summer Reading program! HCPLC.org

WEDU
PBSKids Boost Early Literacy Skills
PBSKids Literacy with Lists and Labels
PBSKids Super Why Comic Book Adventures

Help Me Grow
https://helpmegrowfl.org/

Thrive by Five Tampa Bay
https://tb5tb.org/resources/

Glazer Children’s Museum  
Neighborhood Play Squads

myON
Read on the Go ENG.pdf Read on the Go SPA.pdf

Reading Guide.pdf Reading Guide SPA.pdf

https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/summer_learning.cfm
http://HCPLC.org
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/use-everyday-text-to-boost-your-childs-early-literacy-skills
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/talk-about-it-how-to-get-organized-with-lists-and-labels
https://pbskids.org/videos/super-whys-comic-book-adventures
https://helpmegrowfl.org/
https://tb5tb.org/resources/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jrwhv7wf1qitcpglieapl/LPTB-Web-Flyer_Page_1.jpg?rlkey=
vvurgetrb9eajkr4dud5m54k8&st=ejjqrebm&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jrwhv7wf1qitcpglieapl/LPTB-Web-Flyer_Page_1.jpg?rlkey=
vvurgetrb9eajkr4dud5m54k8&st=ejjqrebm&dl=0
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKDF_pehwSQ45cGMNtRxOOAaV7D0-5ybSBQf7MdzH_g48?e=VrjyDO&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKDF_pehwSQ45cGMNtRxOOAaV7D0-5ybSBQf7MdzH_g48?e=VrjyDO&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAXBXwTiOKNQZ9dr0-lB7vcAUbyfh901gE-V-85ClL8Ens?e=xmjsCe&download=1

https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAXBXwTiOKNQZ9dr0-lB7vcAUbyfh901gE-V-85ClL8Ens?e=xmjsCe&download=1

https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAyim8CvDOfQJt5E1xnREwvAc8rO8eQrDywduTYncr-PbY?e=Pbdn2w&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAyim8CvDOfQJt5E1xnREwvAc8rO8eQrDywduTYncr-PbY?e=Pbdn2w&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAJk8aEHxHeTqdBtnwhPu79AeIYRvfY09qelgdh5claizM?e=ogJUN4&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAJk8aEHxHeTqdBtnwhPu79AeIYRvfY09qelgdh5claizM?e=ogJUN4&download=1
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HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

Safety scavenger hunt
Walk around your home or neighborhood and find things that keep you safe (stop signs, crosswalks, helmets, 
sunscreen, smoke alarms), talk about what they are and what they do.

Beat the heat
Go over different things that keep you safe from the summer heat and why they are important (drinking a lot of 
water, taking breaks inside, wearing sunscreen).

Hillsborough County Public Library
Check out a book from the library. HCPLC.org 
Attend a summer program. 

Tampa YMCA
Drowning Prevention

KEEPING KIDS SAFEWEEK 3  

Healthy plate
Separate paper plate into important food group categories with how much should be eaten of each, have child 
decorate plate sections and then put seran wrap over and fill each section with their food group as meal. 

Stay hydrated
Let child decorate a water bottle and add dashes so they can track how much water they have in a day.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Check out a book from the library. HCPLC.org

WEDU
PBSKids Health 
PBSKids Indoor Activities
PBSKids Rise and Shine

HEALTHY HABITSWEEK 4  

http://HCPLC.org
https://tampaymca.org/programs/swim-programs/drowning-prevention
http://HCPLC.org
https://sesameworkshop.org/topics/health
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/8-indoor-activities-to-release-kids-energy
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/rise-and-shine/t/rise-and-shine-zach-lunch/
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Build a bridge
Challenge children to use household items to build a 
bridge that can hold up their favorite book.

�Sink or float
Fill a bowl with water and let children put things in it 
and guess if they will sink or float, then explain and 
teach why things sink or float.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Caregivers read for 15 mins with their children. 
HCPLC.org

WEDU
PBSKids Weather Hunters
PBSKids Paws for a Minute
PBSKids DIY Science (older kids)
PBSKids Science

MOSI at Home
Virtual MOSI | Tampa Bay’s Home for Science  
& Innovation

Zoo Tampa
Go Wild at Home: Resources & Activities |  
Zoo Puzzles and Games

STEMWEEK 5  

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

Children’s Board Family Resource Centers
CBFRC Programming.pdf

Hillsborough Recycling
Tampa Bay Times

http://HCPLC.org
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/weather-hunters/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/paws-for-a-minute/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/diy-science-time/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/camp-tv/t/science/
https://mosi.org/virtual-mosi/
https://mosi.org/virtual-mosi/
https://zootampa.org/education/resources/
https://zootampa.org/education/resources/
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQDRbHZfBearTZYu8Uu9v4f1AQOFmjrhXfS__t7Dtse3bBE?e=ONiCNl&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQDRbHZfBearTZYu8Uu9v4f1AQOFmjrhXfS__t7Dtse3bBE?e=ONiCNl&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQDRbHZfBearTZYu8Uu9v4f1AQOFmjrhXfS__t7Dtse3bBE?e=ONiCNl&download=1
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2026HillsboroughRecycling.pdf
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FAMILY ENGAGEMENTWEEK 6  

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

Game night
Let children go outside and gather materials to produce a 
piece of art of their choosing.

Cookbook
Find a recipe the child is interested in making and cook 
it as a family, then write the recipe down, decorate the 
page, and make it a “family recipe”.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Read out loud to your caregiver for 15 mins. HCPLC.org

Help Me Grow
https://helpmegrowfl.org/

Hillsborough County Public Schools HOST Programs
HOST (Before and After School, Summer Care) Programs

CBFRC Palm Card.pdf

CBFRC General Flyer.pdf

Children’s Board Family Resource Centers

Glazer Children’s Museum  
Neighborhood Play Squads

Hillsborough County Children’s Board 2026
CBHC Family Guide in English and Spanish

http://HCPLC.org
https://helpmegrowfl.org/
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/o/hcps/page/host-before-and-after-school-summer-care-programs
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAqjKUMYsgOT5vvOrs3gA2XAWuWS5PRir7ifAbwIc1H52c?e=fa2lTV&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAqjKUMYsgOT5vvOrs3gA2XAWuWS5PRir7ifAbwIc1H52c?e=fa2lTV&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAqjKUMYsgOT5vvOrs3gA2XAWuWS5PRir7ifAbwIc1H52c?e=fa2lTV&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQByDgRGWSXMQZwK4vQTIp5VAQE4wcGvwJxjAw9DEmO1kNc?e=KTffip&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQByDgRGWSXMQZwK4vQTIp5VAQE4wcGvwJxjAw9DEmO1kNc?e=KTffip&download=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jrwhv7wf1qitcpglieapl/LPTB-Web-Flyer_Page_1.jpg?rlkey=
vvurgetrb9eajkr4dud5m54k8&st=ejjqrebm&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jrwhv7wf1qitcpglieapl/LPTB-Web-Flyer_Page_1.jpg?rlkey=
vvurgetrb9eajkr4dud5m54k8&st=ejjqrebm&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jrwhv7wf1qitcpglieapl/LPTB-Web-Flyer_Page_1.jpg?rlkey=
vvurgetrb9eajkr4dud5m54k8&st=ejjqrebm&dl=0


8

Kindness sprinkles
Encourage children to do one nice act a day and keep 
a journal saying what they did for the day and how it 
made them feel.

Day reflection
At the end of each day, sit down with your child and 
ask them to share one feeling they felt from the day 
and why.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Say hello to your local librarian. HCPLC.org

WEDU
PBSKids Across America 
PBSKids Life Lessons 
PBS Kids Social Skills 
PBSKids Emotions and Wellbeing 
PBSKids Caregiving-Kids

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENTWEEK 7  

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

Children’s Board Family Resource Centers
Resource Centers

GET MOVINGWEEK 8  

Neighborhood challenge
Go on a walk outside and assign different movements 
to different objects, when they are passed do that 
movement (if you pass a tree jump, if you pass a stop 
sign stretch, etc.).

Hillsborough County Public Library
Collect your midway Summer Reading Prizes. HCPLC.org

WEDU
PBSKids Get Moving BINGO
PBSKids Dance Studio
PBSKids Backyard Olympics
https:/www.camptv.org/

Hillsborough County Parks & Recreation
Parks & Recreation Summer Flyer

http://HCPLC.org
https://pbskids.org/videos/pbskids-across-america
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/life-lessons
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/social-skills
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/emotions-and-wellbeing
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/caregiving-kids/
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKWogeqkf_SIYMozXhY9F6AbtJihNVYZLu63Ku2KykeTk?e=ZbFHsc&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQBKWogeqkf_SIYMozXhY9F6AbtJihNVYZLu63Ku2KykeTk?e=ZbFHsc&download=1
http:// HCPLC.org
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/get-moving-1-2-media-gallery/learn-along-bingo-activity-gallery/
https:/florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/create-your-own-dance-studio/
https:/www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/family-games-for-your-backyard-olympics
https:/www.camptv.org/
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAdUeAxERsWRbOWGKAotGbMAfgVUeVIJ8zRRiDVTGIpU48?e=Y8cwxo&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAdUeAxERsWRbOWGKAotGbMAfgVUeVIJ8zRRiDVTGIpU48?e=Y8cwxo&download=1
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Nature art
Let children go outside and use materials to put some sort of art piece together in whatever way they’d like.

Chalk walk
Make sidewalk blocks their own “canvases” and have child draw on a few, then go and walk along it, looking at 
the chalk drawings like a gallery walk.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Use the children’s computer at the library and check out all the cool resources and activities it has. HCPLC.org

Tampa Museum of Art: 
stART WITH Virtual Education Program

The Florida Orchestra
Carnegie Hall Early Childhood Programs 
Carnegie Hall Orchestra Map

WEDU
PBSKids Cartoon Academy (great for all ages!)   
PBSKids Young Explorers 
PBSKids Pinkalicious

ARTWEEK 9  

HCGLR HOP INTO SUMMER FUN RESOURCES

ATTENDANCEWEEK 10  

Countdown chain
Make a paper link chain with a link for each day leading 
up to school, have them remove one each morning.

Attendance importance
Highlight the importance of school and show why 
children could be excited to go to school, see friends  
and learn.

Hillsborough County Public Library
Collect your final Summer Reading Prizes. HCPLC.org

Why Every Day Matters
Hillsborough County Public Schools

http://HCPLC.org
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLl5rWBc_ylaUZQ4_SvRQB4kD-uEVM68Qa
https://www.carnegiehall.org/Education/For-Families#resources
https://orchestramap.carnegiehall.org/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/cartoon-academy/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/Young_Explorers_Iowa_PBS_Education/t/iapbs-fine-arts/iowa-pbs-art/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/shows/pinkalicious
http://HCPLC.org
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAii3LUq5Y4Q46oDqyC87sFARh05P0mDBE3q909HwRtl_E?e=NIWzL5&download=1
https://suncoastuw.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Marketing/IQAii3LUq5Y4Q46oDqyC87sFARh05P0mDBE3q909HwRtl_E?e=NIWzL5&download=1

