
 
 

 

When I was offered an opportunity to contribute to our newsletter I asked about a topic. I received this 
wonderful suggestion: 

“One theme I’ve been pondering recently is solidarity. In a time when there is so much temptation to 
drive people apart what is it about our faith that brings us together as the Body of Christ? In these 
tumultuous times how can our Order offer people of good will stability and solace?” 

Those questions arrived in my e-mail two weeks after the readings of the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(A). I think the readings for that day offer answers that I would like to explore with you.  

We are people of action. It’s the American way! We are busy people, strivers, seekers and doers. We 
solve problems. We see hard work as the essential ingredient to success. Sometimes we apply all of that 
to our relationship with God and become frustrated when the formula seems different. In the gospel 
(Matthew 20:1-16A) Jesus uses a parable a to help us examine that frustration.  

The landowner is the Lord and the vineyard is the fruitful relationship that he desires to have with each 
of us. In the parable the Lord is active, constantly seeking willing workers no matter how late in the day 
it might be, rewarding all of them with remarkable generosity. The messages are clear. The Lord wants 
us to be close to Him. His desire to be one with us is so strong that He comes to us no matter how far He 
must travel and how long we have been separated from Him. And, He loves us equally.  

This turns our ideas upside down. The real work we must do to have a relationship with the Lord is to 
say “Yes!” The relationship is a gift, undeserved and never earned, freely given and constantly renewed 
by the one who made us each with infinite love. Such generosity makes no sense and the Lord knows it. 
The first reading (Isaiah 55:6-9) quotes Him saying “As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high 
are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.” Isaiah simply says “ … call Him 
while He is near.” 

What is it about our faith that brings us together as the Body of Christ? I think the answer is His love for 
us and His desire to be one with us. All evidence suggests that without Him we are divided, lost and 
miserable but in Him we can become one. How can our Order offer people solace? As we attend to the 
physical needs of the poor and sick we should remember that their real need is Lord who loves them 
deeply, and we should encourage them to say “Yes!” 
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