It’s a Family Business – Mother Daughter Trio of Whittier Farms

Whittier Farms is a multigenerational diversified beef, dairy, and produce farm and year-round farm store in Sutton. With a focus on keeping agriculture alive and well, the family has been growing, raising, and producing food for the community for 80 years. Today, seven family members are employed fulltime at Whittier Farms: Wayne Whittier and his wife Mary, their daughter Diana May and her husband Brett, and other daughter Samantha Staebner and her husband Hale, along with Wayne’s brother Todd. While everyone has their role, the crossover and collaboration are paramount. 
Mary Whittier joined Whittier Farms in the 1990s, leaving a career in insurance to raise her family with her husband, Wayne. In between soccer practices, school events, and the never-ending laundry of three kids, Mary also saved the business from the financial failures of previous generations, to provide the next generation an opportunity to farm. The strong foundation Mary laid has allowed both daughters, Samantha and Diana, along with their husbands, to have careers at the farm and now raise their own kids. Today, Mary is the force behind The Milk Store’s kitchen, crafting delicious soups, meals, and desserts as well as managing the business office. 
Diana came into the role of Farm Store Manager as a direct result of Covid-19 Pandemic. While attending Zoom classes and organizing call-in orders at The Milk Store during the initial pandemic shutdown, Diana realized she had a knack for connecting with customers and a passion for the products in the store. The rule was, however, Diana had to finish school. So, in the spring of 2021, upon graduation from Becker College, Diana officially took on the full-time position as Farm Store manager instead of pursuing a physical therapist position as originally studied. 
Samantha took on the role of Marketing and Outreach Manager after leaving a career in hospitality in 2014 simply recognizing her heart was at the farm. With an energy for sharing the farm to existing customers, potential new customers, and the community, Samantha focuses on sharing every aspect of the business, not just pushing sales. 
Working together with family requires everyone to take Mary’s advice: know your strengths but also your weaknesses. When you can’t do something on your own, be strong enough to ask for help because someone else is probably great at the problem you’re trying to solve. Working with family can be the most rewarding experience, but you must be willing to work hard and respect each other. Don’t be mistaken, the family admits to communication struggles and strong emotions, but acknowledges they need each other. The business, the animals, and the land depend on them being able to work together to move forward. This year, Whittier Farms celebrates their 80th Anniversary and the entire team is focused on keeping agriculture alive and well for future generations through stewardship and sustainability. 
