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Blackstone Valley Chamber of Commerce
48th Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony 
Award Description and Nomination Instructions
Event Date: Thursday, November 19, 2026, Pleasant Valley Country Club, Sutton
 7:15AM-9:30AM

ORGANIZATION MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES  
If your organization is celebrating a milestone in terms of years in business (5, 10, 15, etc.), please let us know. We will recognize you/your company during our Awards Ceremony. 

CORNERSTONE AWARD
The Cornerstone Award is presented to a Chamber member for accomplishments pertaining to one or more of four criteria:
· Expanding existing business to provide additional employment opportunities in the Valley.
· Renovating an existing facility to enhance the aesthetic and economic values of the Valley.
· Developing a new product or starting a new business which attracts attention to and contributes to the economic vitality of the Valley.
· And finally, building new facilities which enhance the aesthetic and economic values of the Valley.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD
The Economic Development Award is presented to a Chamber member (person or organization) who is chosen for accomplishments pertaining to one or more of the following four (4) criteria:

· Contributing exceptional volunteer effort to advance the goals and objectives of the Chamber’s economic development agenda.
· Enhancing workforce development and training for both employers and employees, leading to the creation of additional jobs or retaining employment in the Blackstone Valley that would otherwise relocate.
· Attracting new businesses and working to retain current employers in the Blackstone Valley.
· Identifying new economic development opportunities and making a significant contribution to efforts to attract and establish them in the Valley, consistent with the aesthetic and economic values of the Valley.


New 2026~ COMMUNITY CATALYST AWARD-
The Community Catalyst Award recognizes a Chamber member who uses their leadership, influence, creativity, and passion to inspire positive action throughout the community.
The recipient demonstrates an exceptional commitment to bringing people together, encouraging others to give back, and creating initiatives that make the Blackstone Valley and surrounding communities stronger.
Consideration may be given to an individual who:
· Creates or leads an initiative that inspires community involvement. 
· Uses their business or professional platform to make a positive difference. 
· Encourages kindness, volunteerism, collaboration, or service to others. 
· Brings people and organizations together around a common purpose. 
· Inspires others to become more engaged in their community.

GERRY GAUDETTE EXTRA MILE AWARD
The Gerry Gaudette Extra Mile award recognizes an individual from the public or private sector who has contributed significantly to an improved quality of life for the residents of the Blackstone Valley and to the economic vitality of the region.

ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT AWARD
The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes a Chamber member who demonstrates vision, determination, creativity, and a commitment to growing a successful business in the Blackstone Valley.
Consideration may be given to a business owner who:
· Demonstrates initiative and innovation in starting or growing a business. 
· Takes meaningful steps to expand their business, products, services, or market presence. 
· Shows perseverance and adaptability throughout the entrepreneurial journey. 
· Invests in the local community and contributes to the vitality of the Blackstone Valley. 
· Serves as an example and inspiration to other entrepreneurs and small business owners.


ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AWARD
The Environmental Stewardship Award recognizes a Chamber member that demonstrates exceptional commitment to protecting, preserving, and improving the natural environment while educating and engaging the community.
Consideration may be given to organizations that:
· Advance conservation, sustainability, or environmental education. 
· Create programs or facilities that encourage greater understanding of the natural world. 
· Promote responsible stewardship of natural resources. 
· Engage the community in conservation, education, or environmental initiatives. 
· Demonstrate a lasting commitment to protecting the environment for future generations.

NONPROFIT IMPACT AWARD
The Nonprofit Impact Award recognizes a Chamber member nonprofit organization that demonstrates an exceptional commitment to improving the quality of life in the Blackstone Valley through service, advocacy, education, outreach, or community programming.
It could consider things such as:
· Demonstrating measurable or meaningful impact in the communities it serves. 
· Responding to an important community need. 
· Creating innovative programs, services, or partnerships. 
· Engaging volunteers, businesses, and community partners in its mission. 
· Demonstrating long-term commitment and service to the Blackstone Valley.



Nominate a company or individual in 3 easy steps:
1. Send an email by 9/17/26 with a description of who you are nominating, for what award, and why, to Kristen Kearnan at kkearnan@blackstonevalley.org. 
2. In the subject line, please put 2026 Nominee  
3. Please be sure to include a phone number where you can be reached.

*All milestone and award recipients will receive two complimentary tickets to the Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony on Thursday November 19, 2026*
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