100 Hands for Hope Challenge: Local Shelter Seeks Volunteers to Reopen This Winter
Blackstone Valley, MA — The Blackstone Valley Emergency Shelter (BVES) is challenging the community to lend a hand—and a heart—by joining its 100 Hands for Hope Volunteer Challenge. The goal: to recruit 100 volunteers to commit to just one shift by October 31, 2025, which will let them reopen the Valley’s only winter emergency shelter this November.
The Blackstone Valley Emergency Shelter, which provides life-saving overnight accommodations to individuals experiencing homelessness during the coldest months of the year, relies entirely on volunteers to operate. This year’s campaign is a call to action for neighbors, churches, civic groups, and local residents to step forward in compassion and service.
“We’re calling on our neighbors, friends, and workplaces to step forward and be part of something that truly changes lives,” said Leslie Reichert, CEO of BVES. “Just one shift can mean the difference between someone sleeping outside or having a warm, safe place to stay.”
Volunteer shifts are simple and meaningful—each person is asked to monitor one of two 5-hour overnight shifts. No experience is needed, and all training is provided in person. Volunteers are never alone, with teams scheduled to ensure safety and support throughout the night.
BVES is known for its welcoming, low-barrier approach that treats every guest with dignity and respect. As the shelter prepares to reopen in November 2025, the need for new volunteers is urgent.
To learn more, visit: www.bvemergencyshelter.org
Or sign up for a shift at👉 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F49ABAE2CA5F58-53717259-volunteer
For questions, contact the shelter at 508-266-5122 
Let’s be 100 strong for HOPE. Together, we can open the doors to a new season of care.

