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COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update for March 11th  

 

Dear St. Francis de Sales Parish School Community,  

 

Updated Information about COVID-19 as of March 11th  

There are now two 25 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Illinois. Today includes 

the first confirmed case in Lake County per the Lake County Health Department. 

Mathematical modeling indicates the disease will continue to spread (defined as 

an increase in the number of active cases) for the next several weeks at least. 

Additionally, school leaders around the country are giving forethought to how 

spring break and the customary increase in travel during that time can increase 

the rate of spread of the disease. For example, you may be hearing about colleges 

completing their post-spring break semesters entirely online. With the 

consultation of the School Board the school administration is also looking ahead 

at several eventualities.   

 

UPDATE to Proactive and Preventative Plans and Policies and 

Additional Information  

1. The school administration continues to review all reliable and relevant 

information about the pandemic including World Health Organization 

(WHO) Situation Reports, Center for Disease Control (CDC) website 

updates, Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and the Lake 

County Health Department (LCHD)  

2. The school administration continues to review information submitted by 

parents, local news sources, and communications from D95.  

3. I will personally respond to parent inquiries about the application of 

global, national, state, or local guidelines to our particular school 

community. Contact me directly via phone (preferred) at 847-726-4826 or 

e-mail (slower response time via email).  

4. School policy will be to follow the guidelines and recommendations of 

health departments. However, these guidelines are not always consistent. 

In general, preference will be given to guidelines and recommendations 

given by the more local agencies (e.g. IDPH and LCHD).   

5. Most cases of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a school results in a school 

closure of some period of time. Parents are advised to have childcare 

plans in place for a spur-of-the-moment emergency closing in 

the event of a local health department advised school closure. A 
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likely scenario for a confirmed case of COVID-19 for a student 

or staff member at the school is school closure until such time 

as our cleaning service can complete a cleaning of the school per 

CDC recommendations.  

6. Faculty at the school reviewed and updated our e-learning plans today 

during our faculty meeting to ensure we can continue school instruction in 

the event of a school closure. K-8 teachers will be posting assignments on 

their school website personal webpages (just click on the name of the 

teacher whose page you want to view) in the event of an e-learning day for 

school closure. Teachers will also inform students tomorrow in school of 

which, if any, materials they should bring home with them to have on hand 

in the event of an e-learning day. Preschool students are not expected to 

participate in e-learning days. Parents of K-8 students that will not have 

Internet access in the event of an e-learning day should contact the teacher 

to make alternative arrangements.  

7. For current school news, including an archive of recent special blasts 

about COVID-19 please visit the news portion of our new school website.  

8. Please note that we may be impacted by D95 school closings, or changes to 

bus transportation, even if St. Francis de Sales School is not closed. 

Parents are advised to have alternative transportation plans in 

place for an unscheduled change to D95 bus service.  

9. FINAL UPDATE: Prior to sending this letter, D95 released an 

email to its parents indicating a late-start on Friday and other 

information regarding e-learning and Spring Break travel. St. 

Francis is not changing schedule on Friday so this is effectively 

a ‘No-bus’ morning. Afternoon bus service is not impacted. The 

other topics of that email (e-learning (addressed above) and 

travel) were discussed at the Tuesday night School Board 

meeting and the Wednesday faculty meeting. St. Francis de 

Sales School will ask that families traveling to specific countries 

or certain US metropolitan areas submit travel plans to the 

school. The exact list will be sent closer to Spring Break and will 

be based on WHO Sitreps and CDC health travel notices 

released at that time.    

 

School and family partnership 

1. The school administration commits to quickly notifying the school 

community via all available communication channels the existence of any 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the school community as well as the 

school’s response plan. 

2. Parents can participate in keeping our community healthy by: 

a. Keeping children with a fever home from school until they are fever 

free for at least 24 hours 
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b. Keeping children with severe or persistent coughs home from 

school, even if a fever is not present 

c. Notifying the school of a confirmed case of a communicable disease 

d. UPDATED: If your student has travelled, or has had 

contact with someone that has recently travelled to a Level 

3 Travel Health Notice, currently China, Iran, Italy, or 

South Korea, you are required to self-quarantine by 

keeping them home for 14 days from time of contact and monitor 

health prior to returning to school. Consider the same self-

quarantine procedure for certain Level 2 countries (Japan) or US 

metropolitan areas experiencing an outbreak (e.g. Seattle and New 

Rochelle portion of New York). Check the CDC website for updated 

information when considering travelling during the pandemic.  

3. While our attention is on COVID-19, please note that we currently have 

confirmed cases of strep throat across several grades. Students with 

symptoms consistent with strep should not return to school until seen by a 

doctor. In confirmed cases, a student should be fever free for 24 hours 

without fever reducing medication and more than 24 hours into antibiotic 

treatment course prior to returning to school. Tell the doctor of the 

presence of confirmed cases of strep throat at your school.  

4. The school understands and respects that families can and do operate with 

different information, different values, and different approaches to health 

and the risks associated with public activity. Even if the school does not 

close, or an event is not cancelled, we respect the parental right to make 

the best individual choice for the family and for the student about whether 

or not to participate or attend. We ask that you notify the attendance office 

for accurate record keeping in these situations.      

 

For additional questions about COVID-19 you can visit the IDPH website or any 

of the other resources linked above or call 1-800-889-3931.  

 

For questions about school policies or the school’s preparedness contact me via 

phone at 847-726-4826.  

 

In your service, 

 
Principal Kyle Schmitt 
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