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eLearning and the Strength of Community  

A COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Related Update 

 

Dear St. Francis de Sales Parish School Community,  

 

Over the past few weeks, I have seen the best of our community manifest itself 

over and over. I have come to expect this level of compassion, thoughtfulness, 

engagement, and desire to help and serve others. However, I am still impressed 

by it each time. Parents have reached out to each other, to teachers, to our Caring 

Hands committee, and to me, asking a simple question, “How can I help?” I share 

this with you, because if you are in a situation where you need help, whether that 

be for childcare during our eLearning closure, food, or non-food supplies, please 

do not hesitate to speak up. There is a whole community of people eager to meet 

each other’s needs! Caring Hands committee members and myself are happy to 

confidentially connect those in need with those offering to help. So please reach 

out if you are experiencing difficulties of any kind and feel the responsive support 

of our great community.  

 

Updated Information about COVID-19 as of Tuesday Morning, March 

17th (data from March 16th) 

There are now 105 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Illinois. There are an 

additional 1143 persons under investigation (PUI). To date, the rate of confirmed 

cases from PUIs has been ~10% so within a day or two the confirmed cases in 

Illinois will likely pass 200. The number of confirmed cases in Lake County is 

now 6. 

 

Reliable Information and Who to Trust 

1. Evaluating the quality of sources is something that is taught at St. Francis 

de Sales School in the curriculum of multiple subjects in multiple grades. 

Although educators are not medical professionals, nor are we 

epidemiologists or infectious disease researches, we ARE excellent at 

finding quality information, evaluating the trustworthiness of sources, 

and, even for sources that are generally trustworthy, analyzing bias. You 

may want to incorporate this topic into conversations at home with 

students as they can connect things they have learned at school to 

evaluating information they are receiving about the situation. As someone 

that is spending several hours a day researching COVID-19 and related 

topics I want to encourage our community to listen to the trustworthy 



organizations and individuals and to filter out the rest of the noise. The 

WHO, CDC, IDPH, and LCHP are all reliable sources and you should 

prefer information coming from these organizations, and particularly local 

organizations whose recommendations are most closely tailored to our 

community situation. However, I have also seen a clear lag (of 1-3 days) 

between reliable data, insights, and conclusions being available and the 

updating of official protocols and communications from these 

organizations. The most up to date information seems to come from 

individuals in or affiliated with these organizations. On news and Internet 

outlets Dr. Anthony Fauci and Dr. Michael Osterholm are providing the 

highest quality updates via interviews in my opinion. 

2. As acknowledged by these experts there are two significant problems with 

COVID-19 case number data currently. The first problem is the lack of 

testing, and the resultant limitations on COVID-19 test administration. To 

summarize the problem, there are not enough tests, and so not everyone 

that should be tested is getting tested. As a result, the number of 

confirmed cases being reported is a significant underestimate of actual 

cases. The second reason is that some (a small percentage) cases are 

asymptomatic in the sense that it is mild enough that an infected person 

does not realize they are sick at all. However, these asymptomatic cases 

are still contagious. Both of these facts are important to consider when 

evaluating whether the public and private response to the virus is 

appropriate. Essentially, there are many more cases than the confirmed 

cases and there are asymptomatic and presymptomatic cases that are 

transmitting the virus before they even suspect they are sick. This is the 

underlying reason why governments and organizations are reacting as 

strongly as they are to enforce social distancing by closing many public 

venues. The goal of enforcing social distancing is mitigation to flatten the 

curve. For more information on flattening the curve you can watch almost 

any YouTube video as this concept is straightforward and there is relative 

consensus about it.    

3. Regarding updated information from an expert on COVID-19 contagion 

here is an interview of Dr. Osterholm that is recent within the last two 

days. One key takeaway from the interview is that social distancing is more 

important, relatively speaking, than disinfecting fomites (surface-based 

transmission vectors – more on this in the next section).    

 

Responses to Parent Survey Comments and Questions 

1. School as Appropriately Cautious: Thank you to all parents that 

completed the survey. 85 parents responded and 33 left written 

comments. I want to acknowledge the diversity of responses as within our 

school families there were parents encouraging us to transition to 

eLearning immediately and parents encouraging the school to remain 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-list/coronavirus
https://www.lakecountyil.gov/4377/Coronavirus-Disease-2019-COVID-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Z2ASssvNQ8


open. Ultimately, the decision was made by Gov. Pritzker for the state and 

Dr. Rigg for Archdiocesan schools to close for a period of at least two 

weeks. However, prior to those pronouncements, I want you to know that 

we at St. Francis had already resolved to move to eLearning for at least this 

week. 

2. School Cleaning: Prior to closure, and even prior to any confirmed cases 

in Lake County, St. Francis de Sales Parish School had already adopted the 

CDC recommendation for regular disinfecting cleaning of commonly 

touched surfaces. While closed, the school will also enact a deep cleaning 

protocol. Our cleaning company maintains a schedule of daily, weekly, 

monthly, and annual cleaning tasks. During our regularly scheduled spring 

break, the company will be completing all of these tasks, including the 

annual cleaning tasks usually done over the summer, with adjustments as 

necessary to meet CDC recommendations. As noted in a previous 

communication, Lake County is best characterized as having “minimal to 

moderate community spread.” Therefore, even though there are not 

confirmed or suspected cases in our immediate (school) 

community, out of an abundance of caution we will use the CDC 

guidelines for cleaning as if there had been. The applicable portion 

of the CDC guidelines is pasted below for your consideration. 

The virus is viable for (estimates vary, experts disagree, and the type of 

surface matters) between 4 hours and 3 days (NIH). Given that we will 

be closed for at least two weeks there is no scientifically 

supported mechanism whereby COVID-19 virus could persist in 

the school building during our closure. Furthermore, preventative 



measures of frequent hand washing and avoiding touching your face (nose, 

mouth, and eyes) done consistently, are effective protection from fomite 

transmission. 

3. Duration of closure / eLearning: The question currently on our 

minds is “How long will this last?” I can’t predict this. However, I can 

estimate the range. The school could be closed for as little as two weeks 

(this week and then Spring Break) or as many as 8 weeks. If mitigation 

efforts throughout the county and state are not successful, that could 

extend the closure. My best guess at this time is that those making system 

and statewide decisions will decide to extend closures beyond 

March 30th. Please note that these closures should not extend the school 

calendar beyond our built-in emergency days on June 4th and June 5th. I 

believe our last day of school, even if closure is extended, will be June 5th. 

Additionally, since we have an approved eLearning plan and students are 

continuing their learning during closure, we may not have to use our June 

4th and June 5th emergency days. That decision is not mine to make and I 

will abide by ISBE and OCS policy when that decision is made (I don’t 

have a timeline on this).  

4. Can I get things from the school building? I am holding office hours 

every day by appointment. Contact me directly via e-mail or through your 

homeroom teacher to arrange a time to enter the building. 

5. Email communication: During our eLearning closure, email is the best 

form of communication as our teachers may not be monitoring voicemails 

from home, but are active in reading and replying to email.  

6. eLearning feedback: Feedback is important for learning. Our teachers 

need your feedback about your eLearning experience. Questions you may 

consider answering to your teachers include: how long are the eLearning 

assignments taking? How is the assignment posting going? How is 

timeliness of communication? Our teachers are eager to help you work 

through any difficulties you may face. If you need assistance beyond what 

your classroom teacher can provide please contact me, Mrs. Jeske or Mrs. 

Keller via email. If you want to bring my attention to a teacher that is 

doing a particularly wonderful job of engaging students with eLearning 

please email me!  

7. School events for the rest of the year: Event changes are being 

updated on the school Google calendar. A new event change not previously 

announced is the postponement of the 7th grade Springfield trip 

indefinitely. There is no 8th grade Washington DC trip update at this time.  

 

In your service, 

 
Principal Kyle Schmitt 


