
What is the mission of the Collaborative’s Social Justice Ministry? 
Based in Catholic social teaching, and rooted in the Gospel, the mission of this ministry is to answer the call of our baptism to know God 
in our brothers and sisters, to love them and to serve them. We wish to carry out Jesus’ command to ‘love one another as I have loved 
you’ by creating opportunities for all parishioners to provide direct outreach and service to those in need, and to advocate for policies and 
programs that bring about justice and peace. This mission has been described by the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops (Communities of Salt 
and Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish) as the ‘Two Feet of Love in Action’: charitable works and social justice.

What kind of work will this ministry do?  
Following the USCCB model, the ministry will enable all parishioners to address concerns of social justice and peace through:

3 Prayer and Worship 
3 Education and Formation
3 Outreach and Service
3 Advocacy and Solidarity

How does this ministry work with other Collaborative ministries and the Collaborative Plan? 
Our work will be integrated with and supportive of other parish ministries and the Collaborative Plan. For example, we might work toward 
the Prayer Enrichment goal of our Collaborative Plan by proposing prayers for social justice, or collaborate to create a Diaper Pantry for 
those in need, or partner with the Director of Faith Formation to offer relevant educational events.

What can I as a parishioner do? 
This ministry requires the gifts of parishioners throughout the Collaborative for its success and sustainability. Parishioners may wish to 
participate through organizing efforts (e.g., planning, recruiting others, facilitating and training, communication etc.) and/or through direct 
service efforts (e.g., putting solutions into practice, attending education events, participation in prayer services, helping with charitable 
needs, providing feedback etc.) 

What’s next? 
Please join us at a Holy Hour of Adoration on Sunday, March 21, from 3 – 4 p.m. at St. Peter’s Church. As our ministry begins, 
we recall that Pope St. John Paul II said, “Prayer, intimate dialogue with the One who is calling you to be His disciples, must come first.” 

We’ll introduce our Collaborative’s Diaper Pantry soon – see next week’s bulletin for details!

More information will be available shortly about an “Introduction to Catholic Social Teaching” learning session and discussion, the 
first in a series of meetings where we can learn together what it means from a Catholic perspective to respond to God’s call to work for 
justice and peace.

Keep an eye on the Collaborative newsletter, bulletin, webpages, and social media for details on all upcoming events!
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“The pursuit of justice and peace is an essential part of what makes a parish Catholic”
(U.S. Catholic Bishops, Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish)

St Joseph, Patron of our Ministry, 
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