Date

The Honorable XXXX

TITLE

ADDRESS 1

CITY, NJ ZIP CODE

Dear Senator/Assemblyman/woman XXX:

For the past (NUMBER) years, (AGENCY’S NAME) has been serving (NUMBER) of children, youth and adults in (COUNTY[IES] OR LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT) with behavioral healthcare and social service needs. As a result, individuals have been empowered to manage and even fully recover from mental illnesses and substance use disorders, which, in turn, have enabled them to contribute to their communities. Since years before COVID and even more severely since the pandemic, the prevalence of mental health challenges and addictions has been increasing while the behavioral healthcare workforce has been declining.

I am writing to urge your support for the following provisions in the FY2025 State Budget to expand and strengthen the behavioral healthcare workforce in order to ensure that everyone in (COUNTY[IES] OR LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT) can receive the clinical treatment and support services they need to live the healthiest and most fulfilling lives possible.
· Invest $60 million (est. $43 million state and $17 million federal funds) in Department of Human Services’ behavioral healthcare rates and contracts to allow for more competitive wages.

· Invest $5 million for recruitment and retention bonuses for behavioral health staff.

· Invest $5 million in incentives for behavioral health organizations to become field placement sites and provide clinical supervision of interns.

· Provide a 7% cost of living increase to behavioral health rates and contracts within the Department of Children and Families.

· Invest an additional $32 million (est. $16 million state and $16 million federal funds) in Care Management Organizations.

· Invest $3 million in School Based Youth Services Programs and other contracts within the School Linked Services budget line to bring funding equal to the FY2022 funding level.

· Invest $1.7 million in dedicated funding for the Nurse Navigator program serving incarcerated individuals.

· Invest $20 million in capital funding for behavioral healthcare providers to see to necessary repairs and improvements at their aging facilities.
(ADD HOW THIS WILL IMPACT INDIVIDUALS SERVED BY YOUR AGENCY.)
Thank you for your support of all residents in (COUNTY[IES] OR LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT).  This funding would also help reinforce the local governments and state’s bottom lines by preventing emergency room visits, hospitalizations, homelessness and situations that often result in incarceration — all of which are much more expensive than the investments in services such as (YOUR AGENCY) provides.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME
TITLE       

