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DEFINITIONS:

· Communicable disease: An infectious disease that is contagious and which can be transmitted from one source to another by infectious bacteria or viral organisms.

· Contagious disease: A very communicable disease capable of spreading rapidly from one person to another by contact or proximity.

· Infectious disease: A disease caused by a microorganism and, therefore, potentially infinitely transferable to new individuals. May or may not be communicable. Example of non-communicable is disease caused by toxins from food poisoning or infection caused by toxins in the environment, such as tetanus.

· Isolation: Applies to persons who are known to be ill with a contagious disease.

· Nationally Notifiable Infectious Diseases: The list of nationally notifiable infectious diseases is revised periodically. For example, a disease may be added to the list as a new pathogen emerges, or a disease may be deleted as its incidence declines. Public health officials at state health departments and CDC continue to collaborate in determining which diseases should be nationally notifiable; the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE), with input from CDC, makes recommendations annually for additions and deletions to the list of nationally notifiable diseases.

· Reporting of nationally notifiable diseases to CDC by the states is voluntary.

· Reporting is currently mandated (e.g., by state legislation or regulation) only at the state level. The list of diseases that are considered notifiable, therefore, varies slightly by state. All states generally report the internationally quarantinable diseases (e.g., cholera, plague, yellow fever) in compliance with the World Health Organization's International Health Regulations.

· Quarantine: Applies to those who have been exposed to a contagious disease but who may or may not become ill.



POLICY:

· The Clinical Laboratory shall notify the Infection Preventionist, the patient's physician and the patient care unit of any suspected or confirmed notifiable infectious conditions.

· The Infection Preventionist shall report notifiable infectious diseases to the local health department in the county of the patient’s residence or the local health department of the county in which this organization is located (depending on state regulation).

· Local Health Department Phone Number: ___________________________________.

· Check state regulations for timeframes for the reporting of notifiable infectious diseases and applicable forms to be completed.

· Nationally Notifiable Infectious Diseases and Conditions can be found at https://ndc.services.cdc.gov/search-results-year/.
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